
HA-806 
BECHTOLD HOUSE AND BAKERY 
Havre de Grace, Md. 

c. 1888 

The Bechtold House and Bakery has been remarkably unchanged on the 
exterior since it was built. The unusual T shaped plan met the owner's 
need for space for a sweet shop, bake house, bake oven, and living quarters 
for himself and his family. The structure is representative of the Car
penter Gothic style of the late 1888 1 s probably the most common domestic 
style of architecture in Havre de Grace. It is unusual among commercial 
buildings in retaining its original wooden store front (most of them having 
been replaced with brick), and its granite stoops and granite splash pans. 
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II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

A.FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

~UNALTERED 

--ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

A.ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE. __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

109 s. Washington St. is a two story, three bay, detached frame 
building, facing west. Shaped like the letter I, the structure 
consists of two two story buildings with parallel gable roofs joined 
by a,two story, two bay center section. A brick addition with a shed 
roof providing space for a bake oven is on the south side of the rear 
elevation. Erected in 1888 for August Bechtold who had his conf ec
tionery shop on the first floor in the front and his bake house and 
bake oven in the rear, the building is covered with clapboards and 
has a random rubble foundation. Presently the shop space is vacant 
and the upstairs is rented. 

A four bay porch with a flat roof, having it's wooden posts and 
balustrade replaced with metal, is on the front elevation and a three 
bay porch with brackets flanking the posts is recessed into the wall 
of the first floor, south elevation. A bulkhead is on the west wall 
of the rear portion of the building. 

All of the windows have 6/6 or 2/2 light, dcuble hung sash with 
the exception of the two multi-light store front windows on either 
side of the shop entrance. Lighting the attic, front elevation, is 
a four light fan within a shingled gable. 

Three entrances are on the front elevation. In the north bay 
first and second floors, are doors with four lozenge shaped panels 
and single light transoms above them. The shop has double, paneled 
doors with glass in the upper half and a transom above; a cast iron 
door latch, embossed with a floral pattern, remains on the south 
door. Other entrances are found on the south elevation within the 
recessed porch area and on the east elevation. 

The house has two, parallel gable roofs (ridges running north 
to south) with a connecting gable roof (ridge running east to west) 
between them. All of the roofs are covered with slate and plain 
cabled dormers are on the north and east slopes. The roof has a 
~arrow, overhanging box cornice with short bracketed returns. A 
small brick chimney, painted white, remains in the center of the 
roof ridge, rear section. 

~he house has a bricked in yard on the south side with a picket 
fence seperating it from the street. A grape arbor, frame kitchen 
and stable are located at the rear between the house and the alley. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 
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_1700-1799 __ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

X...1800-1899 .XCOMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES c. 1888 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Bechtold House and Bakery has been remarkably unchanged on 
the exterior since it was built for August Bechtold in 1888. The 
unusual I shaped plan met the owner's need for space for a sweet shop, 
bake house, bake oven and living qu2rters for himself and his family. 
The structure is representative of the Carpenter Gothic style of the 
late 1880's, probably the most common domestic style of architecture 
in Havre de Grace. It is unusual among com~ercial building in re
taining it's original wooden store front-most of them having been re
placed with brick, granite stoops and granite splash pans. The 
building which is one block from the C.B.G. is an early indication of 
the domin2nt style of architecture that one encounters proceeding 
south on hashington St. At least two buildings in Havre de Grace have 
brick ove~s in the rear, holdovers from the times they were utilized 
as bakeries; The Correri Building (HA-802) is one and the Bechtold 
House and Bakery the other. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Harford County Directory - 1953 

Sanborn, Periss Map, Inc. - N.Y. 1899 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Marion Morton - Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historic Trust !''larch 22, 197 7 
STREET & NUMBER 

21 State Circle 
CITY OR TOWN 

Anna olis 

TELEPHONE 

STATE 

MD. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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