
HA-816 
CITY HALL 
Havre de Grace, Md. 

c.1870 

City Hall is located on N. Union Ave., this brick municipal building 
has a severe neo-cl~ssical facade characterized by alternating brick pilasters 
and recessed panels. Decorative corbeled bands mark the transition between 
the upper and lower stories. Originally built as a three story structure, 
the building has had many uses including: public school, town hall, and 
city opera house. In the 1920 1 s it suffered a fire which reduced it to 
two stories. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

City Hall is a two story, four bay by four bay, brick mGnicipal 
building, erected in 1870. A two story brick wing with a granite 
foundation is attached to the rear, giving the entire structure a 
T-shape. It is located at 121 N. Union Ave., facing west. The all 
stretcher course facade has thin, very white mortar joints while the 
flanks and rear are laid in common bond. 

The severly symmetrical facade is composed of five brick pilasters 
flanking recessed panels which have decorative corbeled bands at the 
top of each of them. Centered in the plain recessed panels are the 
doors and windows. 

All of the windows have tall, 1/1 light, double hung sash with 
granite sills and lintels. 

There are two entrances on the front of the building, one in the 
north bay and one in the south. Both have modern glass and metal doors. 
Other entrances are located on the north elevation main block and east 
and west elevations of the wing. None of the entrances appear to 
contain their original doors. 

The present roof is a low hipped, asphalt roof with a overhanging 
box cornice. Narrow brick chimneys are found on the inside of the east 
end of the main block, inside the northeast corner of the wing and on 
the outside of the north wall of the wing. 

The building that stands today is only part of the original 
structure. When it was erected in 1870 as a combination school house 
and town hall the structure was 3 stories high with a overhanging 
gable front roof. Later, utilized as a opera house and city hall, 
the building suffered a fire in the 1920's which reduced it to two 
stories. A c. 1900 postcard (photograph included in this report) 
shows double doors of three panels each and windows ccntaining 9/9 
lights. 
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City Hall in Havre de Grace is an 1870 municipal building with a 
severe nee-classical facade characterized by alternating brick pilasters 
and recessed panels. Decorative corbeled bands mark the transition 
bewteen the upper and lower stories. Originally built as a three story 
structure, the building has had many uses. First it was a school house 
on the first two floors and a town hall on the third. It appears on 
the Sanborn Map of 1885 as a public school/town hall. In 1894 the school 
moved to another location and by 1899 the building is listed on the 
Sanborn map as the city opera house with council rooms on the first 
floor and a opera house on the 2nd and third floors. The balcony is 
shown on the west wall and the stage on the east. It is also stated 
that the seating capacity was 500 and the height of the ceiling in the 
auditorium was 25' and 32' above the stage. Unfortunately the building 
suffered a fire in the 1920 1 s which reduced it to two stories. 
Architecturally, City Hall resembles the front of the American Cyanamid 
Factory (HA-814) which also has a brick facade with recessed panels. 
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Iv1AJOI! lHBLJDGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Wright, C. Milton, Our Harford Heritage 1967 c. Milter ~lr~gh~, Publis~ 

Sanborn Map and Publishing Co. New York 1885 

Sanborn - Perris Map Co. Ltd. New York, 1899 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
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Marion Morton, A rchit@ct 11 re.J £ 1 1ri•eyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

STREET ;NUMBER 
M3r~rl and H; stori ca 1 Tr11st J 1 /2 2 / 76 
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CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS- 1108 
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