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66 OUR HARFORD HEIUTACB 

· v· g·n·a and the Continental Congress again met in Philadelphia in m 1r 1 1 , • • ·1 b b" 
May, 1775, and agreed to stop trade with Great Bntam unu t c o JCC· 
tionable Acts-were repealed. . . "k 

Again Bush came into prominence by having as its guests men la e 
George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Patti.ck Henry, as th~y 
journeyed through Harford to Philadelphia. In this Congress our dis
tinguished citizen, William Paca, who was born at Abingdon, together 
with Matthew Tilghman, Thomas Johnson, Jr., Robert Goldsborough, and 

Samuel Chase represented Maryland. 
By the ~rly part of 1775 almost our entire citizenry had become so 

tined by the national controversy that a most important event took place 
:t Bush. Just three days before Patrick Henry made his well known speech, 
a committee of thirty-four Harford citizens met at the Bush Tavern an?, 
after deliberation, signed the famous Bush Declaration, which is quoted in 
full with its signers in another chapter. 

"THE BUSH DECLARATION" 
HARFORD TOWN 

COUNTY SEAT OF HARFORO COUNTY 
FROM ITS ORIGIN MARCH. 1714. UNTIL 
MAR CH. 1713. HERE THE FI RS T 
DECLARATION OF lllDEPENOENCE 
MR ADOPTED BY AN ORGANIZED BODY 
Of MEM DULY ELECTED BY THE PEOPLE 
WAS PROCLAIMED ON MARCH 22. 1775. 

The committee was in no sense just a mass meeting, but its members 
were duly elected by the 10,000 inhabitants of Harford County,. ~nd was 
composed of prominent men, many of whom are ancestors of cmzens of 

today. 

COUNTY SEATS 67 

P~to bi! l>r. D..,,i4 C. Ho411• 

Tablet marking the site of the building In which Court was held l n.4-1783. 
Bush Declarotlon signed here on Morch 22, 1 ns. 

Just as the former county scats of O ld Baltimore and Joppa had served 
their day, so Bush ceased to be and soon faded into decay. Of all the 
dwellings, stores, and inns, only one-the large old coachhouse on Route 7-
remains to remind us of the glorious history of 200 years ago. 

Scott's O ld Fields 
(Bel Air) 

1782-

By the end of the Revolution, the population of Harford had increased 
to almost 12,000, and the new settlers were beginning to occupy lands in 
central and northern sections. Consequently, there was demand that the 
county seat be located somewhere more accessible to the whole population. 

On January 22, 1782, an Act was passed by the General Assembly 
enabling t11e voters to select a new location for the seat of government. 
The places named in the Act to be voted for were Harford Town (Bush), 
Gravelly I l ill, Lower Cross Roads, Otter Point, and Scott':. Old Field:. 
(Bel Air). By the same Act, the justices were authorized to purchase four 
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. d f: John Hlln!on, "Prt!llident o! ~I:~ 1----c 

Declapahons .Uave a ' Uoited 8t1tt~11 io Coucre>Jt :tf::S(?111uled,'" 
,......._ I ' fl' Ill ~f 118 h,. "'llK !lt.1'1~'1 in otfidul docu111tnt11 
r '· ~ .ii duriol( tbf r~nrt J'T$1-l78!?. wl: ... n br 

c Ive ar n e ('OJlilaental Consrt-. '1.'M born Ill 
"]4 t • ~ t 1 Th IP'""•i<lffl Ol'~" , 111~ delibcrnti<>ms ol the 

Chllrl~ County, llarylouJ. lo 171\i, h11t • ,. • lf M• nd ~diod tu 'f'rt'<lcrlo:ll: eounrr 11fter 1773. t: O' i;: .;; ~ ; 
U. to _A l nl! " ... ·~Pf'Ci•ll.l' in ... rn11111tliy "li11t • ii ~; i:! 

.l=t. is ry. V a ry a tbe spirit of nctln r«l~j~tlUll!O to BriUal) I. 0 g_ ~ [ ., e, ~ 
, 01•Prff'!ion thot µint:~ thill l'Ountr. rt ! t> "" • ~ ?' 

' ~ -- · was he 11'1111 &•tabllsh~d monition foe- M :; Ji I · '4 

From. 'Cec1'l Calvert's ··Declarat1'0'' t.Ol'ies.ancl belpN e-oroU cltisma in oulll· HI ~a 1 · g: .. 
1 t.a.r, eompAnla 1-lo wM chait1T1Rn Dt . f : i ! 3-

To The B··sh R-olves loeal <•,olllllll!tffll ot ~!et) l\tld B !foll'-'"~ . t ... a s 
.,. _.... pt11 to th• c<>llv~nuo.n tl!llt roiuowd F • : g. S g !'?, ~ .,,, "°"' lhll prOprll'tllT)' tlOYrtnlllPDt C'Oll- .. \ii ~ Ir .. 

; Of M'arcli. I 7·c5. They were Many trol. of the alf•I,, o! the vro~intt. ;i·"' 1° pl 
Jt WAI tho committee llf Whirb ~~ ".:! 11 Q ~ S 

_. \'bAll'lllllD tlillt fru&rn~t an f.t- ;; ~ 7 _ .e.. 
B>' £>1'.U.Y ll:'MBR90'.'{ LA'"TZ tempt of the royal Go~ernor of Y1r- !:.. P. ·~ ~ ,., 

D£(...'LA.8.ATlO~S. .1ttin to ha''' llffri r '1"he Scamp Act wu p&Med Marc cfnla to launch 11 Tor;r t111d Jndillll nt-

1 
awocbited 'lrlth lf&l'Jlll.Jld i.iuce ll!a, 176G, bT .ParllaJnett, ~11 th taclr. upon rbe western frontiers o! 

th,. QOnc.._ .. __ of tlM! ..... .;.y. " • f'tlmoa.traDce of - of E1:111u4'a 0 MnTTlruul. l'enna7lv11.nia a11d VirgiJJio. 
,,,._.. •- and wb.MI he found the MJ1eyla.11a iW!e-

0..,n Catffrt. -lld ~ B«lthnoH, •t•tM<mPn. 117 11le promlon ot 
•et 1d1 IA!C•l cloctuo.1aAt11 wera ol'ISI ptff prol:lbited, b1 h•"""tl09• '-"""' 

btoad<'aattd what wu l'11Titd the "J>e1•· ..... ccuted on paper furnJelltcl by ~taql11nd llsued lu 1771\, from 1otlog 
laraUo" bcriore he !ltt.d out the Atk P.nd O~ .-.4 1>MliD& a~ for the Decll1u·11tJon of lndet1e11dA!n~. 
•h• nuvo to tnll•port •h~ •n.rHut a.11-!Anl'P. Jllnrt ~ n-... he l'O\llitd tht peovh1 of Frederil:k t.o 

1 •l'btllr'ftS t.> tbe (lffl"in~. lu it ;\le mad~ -ftl'al' or a.ce gul8& ~ 11AltnbJ• In public m~..,tlug June 17, 
konwn ti.a t~nn. upon wb.Jcb lond C'Olllll 'llt&IQ., ~ »dlt ol ,.edt\ .. rhil 177<1. llt wbicl1 meetlnir ti.or 111,dard 
l'>e acqnlM•l i11 MarylADtl .ult! t.o all ~uiee I» P.,....._ tbl'mset:res lo •upport th~ ooion of tho 
r'<ol1111M• ht J•t'<IDl~Md ,,.ug\cma Hbiom N'""9PA~ .--•• punpllJet.1 an uolouJea "'ith lhelr fortu11"" and tliet~ 
ftP~ protoeti<>n "' r11bra. ad••erti-'- fd. bulea&ll tbe yoke o li"e"' 

l'be Ot>1t 4ecJaratlon fl:Ameil by Maq- ihi~ tu, and ls.r lip! -ua. fllllor dN'r TC) &Sll>A.t'OLt11. 
I.I.oder• the1D1d•M Pf'':"•nMI to th.- aA'I- Ir> eom1111 'With ~ lflul..-oobl ln~•ll l.1ie• resolutloaa w1>re 1ent Lll AA· 
:•tJo_n arou~e'1 ln 167t. When JA A~&ll· d1t•d th' doeumeat. -~ wbero tN Provloclal ~ 
"'" tl'rg;mao, the lleT. Jobn Yeo, "rote Thtt M.ecklaabnq Re80l!• of M:1y , wa1 lt1 ..ion. alltl tll• lntirnt ba1hi1ob 
• }1>tter from tbe llnl'3'land province to 1T71S, coutit.ute 8 ffritable dlCJAr&t10111aa0 - tllnt oa Juu 28, 1118, Mapr. 
the Archbhihnp <>f O.Ute1'1>1117, compl•ID- or tadepnd•"9 flam Bntiu aovcr· lud wltladl91r ilc tlmld lostruetlcn.a 
.mi that th• t'DIClllJ' wu a verit.l>e 111p~. Thq atated tbst .U GPil 11n1I ~ di\ tell u~ la tllelr piae9 11-
"SoJnm o! uocleann- and • ~UM 1nWtary cotllldnloa1 STUt.d br rbe l t-4 .9*ruati ~~ 
t;f lniqUll.J'," 'ft'bicll llCCDMtfOll 'WH YIC· 0ro'll'll 'WWe auJl ua ~ aN tbw 1llJ t ...... cma to l!0111."D!..4 .. 

•H-0UJ111 lkr1~ br the Pr<>prltta' and rnnstlttttlon at •eta eOI.., wllolly = 19 i.ial ~.., or 
8 ~tr ql 

Marrlucl peopl11. ~ded ; tlaa' >.ialatJw •.P' _,_ r- uul hule:.n~ tl~t:t:~ fl!lo~I .. 
1 .. u.-w nF (>f.IDW.&1" QJTEO tin POW'1'11 ............ :~ la the ftete •e11t-iutruetiona wtrt ~ved 

Mr. Yto ""m11laln!'d ut f:he limited PromoW O«m~ al ..... -pro., •JU! 1>1 tll• Jllartlend dtieptee in Coupu 
number ''' AnsliMln C)frfY In the that the people of ~ illtr• '"' J~ ~ 1776, when their 1JJ1•11imowt 
~rorinc:t'. thP lack of toHO«"rat.d biar.rfag 1 fore ehould fol'Jll ~rhlla ~· for votA WH slv~ tor indl!J>Rd11n~. 
icr11unda lllld i:u,r&d I hat fCll'mal ll'rinp be that -~· , . A. m .. tlng of protect' wu callfd al 
prOYidcd b1 th~ Ooverna.oeut for prlHta · In elro(l( H~ti.Aburs chC!and ill- Fa.n~ull Hall, Boirton, l>eiore I.be 
of tho An&U~n Cburcl1 . de~ncknce aubJei;t to contlapnt lhqlL•- •au1111r _.,..•: <>t 1764 aboold 10 lot.o ef-

To tMa Jetter Cbllrlee Ca\Tert m11do lion•. The lleaol\'8 wen1 ftd n Qol. ftct, \lobeu Sa11111tl Adnma kOd J11m~11 
"'ply tlllt since tbtrf: ware l•wrr -- l'liomu l'olk from lbtt door .t tbP Otla Tl1oroual7 opl)ORd them and at 
llm1 ot the lDtt.abliUfod Ohnroh tbn of i•oort ~oo.H ot Obarlotte-ToWll, lrlrll- OW "' of ll1-clm11etta iu:d Sooth 
other denomlnatioua in the prori11re, lPnboq count)', llv 31. l171J. tM 1• Ou'9ll!n ieP1ieM11t•tiv• fTom some of 
dtta.1111 would not tab k1ndJ;r to ~I ~ct 'Meatlenburs- l!Ollnt;r, Nnrth ciaru· the l!'Dlonlrs met •~ the Stamp Act Con
t u.~d to malnWn cl4'rt'Y of a:n7 de- h1111, Wlltt aever after oacler Brltbh p-ejla lu New York tn Oetobor, 1765, 
.... mlnalloll "tber tbnn 1helr own. A nle. ud Patrfok Heu:q, of VIJ11fol1, wlced 
"Dttlatfttloa" wu prtllnred 1>1 r"l)n- 'roda7 in North the lllet'll· th• wntlma'Jrta ef kl.a ti~~ that taolt 
.~ntat!ye l'rol.<'lll.-n" of "lt-.r;ylalld 111 l~obu'l'J D't:Uon ~ decltNtlon fOl'Dlo hi tho Bill of Rlrhta 
ll.n.v, 1086, ••b11 l.lu&talud lh\, i-ltloa 1 • atatuta II•, t It blan l~ '----------
talr;eD by Ch•rlu Calwtrt. Ia It dler: Paihlazou~ll '1~ tlla "8l OJ. ... aip'ed at '\\"lllianubn~. Va., Mey 12, 
rt1mdllltrd rbfl "ill NPQrU 11Dd "4•1 =-~.,T:~tl~~ :::! 1

;, .~ 41776. tho one huudced and 1lftietb 1Ullli-
HJ)ereio11~ , • • Qf ln':ttialA!. ..ti.- tllat 1:11e Mt<>.klllllllvrr n....... of MQ,i'rn<U1 ot which "u ncwu~ c.le-
nnt llJld turbul~nt 1plrlbt \'MIS, appeart4 ill ~'~ Q.N(laa brllted. 

Wht>A tho poll tax tor thnpport of fluirite a•• ~~ of Jh~ ' JSUllR D.S:OLA1U.TIO:C • 
.r-on of lb• l!lirtablilMd Ollurdl ,,l 18 177G .ud that n.~-..t But amid them nll the r~mlnar.Y 
EllllllDd WH e\'latllalq lJlll>Gl&d, It ~I ' ' ~'ii' ,.. Md ot ,.;;._~._ ~ ~ 1trildn1 expr-fo1111 W• tloo ded11ratlon tbnl ist.ttnds nut f'A.rU'st ln 
a,...,_ !'"!tSDR !:".=::.:;_ of ...... 6- ol Iudnpndace &lat IDacle 'nlomu tn~Urr 11, dal" 11 that knt>.,,A a• the 
1i .... ._, wn • ...,___ '""'" J•lenon l-O'l'tal ,,.,. 1mboclled Jn • 
roate»t In telatJ• to tum tlla$ fOaDcl tJi.e Kerkleol111rg Bftol"' oC X.:r 8l. 'BMh Or~larnt11111, .Jgnetl in Harford 
Aul ~r,.mcm ,._ tb ~ of 1176 J 
TDdepeudence whkla tb• tJllrt.- eolo- ~cderlc:lr ¥(!. .fJl'l!!t b7 John Ban- county, ~. b7 mts:1 wbA:> tU!b~ 
nlee imdora'd ;Jnl:J 4, 1171. ' ' · ~ fW.lr,st utent tU ~•le7 of tl1C'lr 

IJUn, had 11 pnrt io .•1>tt<lw~ u11 111 acllon. 'I!i" ucleAt reconi l'Olld.f: 
XlW'POB'I' A.TSOJI A.OT. • 

The lmportali~:n A'.ot '"I• pwted as .\m~ricon Tf.e1·0Iutlon b) munlcl1ml I"''" "At a m'"tlul ot tbe Oommi~ ot r-- <1arJ7 ... l7"o, by -bJ..i. h••yy d11l'ea tut ll~nin•t ~nr1Jand d~le1otM Jo cJ Harford CountJ, at the ToWD of llar• 
"" ~ "" ,... ·I b<lt'J . · ,._ ford (or Rn11b}, bJ Adjuroment OD tho 

..-.. e lllid l~ll<ffi rnna, '"'-PT and mofa- llefore_t,ilt .f'ollf'!!I!. o(: tlH! lhlrtncn 22nd <>f ..,,fRNh (17'1'5) the following 
~ro~ht Joto tho J)t'O'l'inC'.'9 of lf-1'J'laml. colonl~i. belu~ hnm1,.,red b;r ln•trurtl1>11l' declarallc;m wa8 udopud : 
1'be cottins uf pine ttte11 9at.al~ o! In- to <lla11 .. ow nll drsigus In tbP colu1tl~• "W~. tile. Ul>mmittK ot A'arford 
<'l111111rea and tbc ma11,1factnre of flteel for lnrlependeoi:l'. CollJ'lty, bavliit;' mwt l!Ui'!_ualy _onrl , 
wn,, forbidden. --
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Cecil Calvert's .. Declaratio .. 
e Bush Resolves .. 
rch. 1175~ They Were Many 
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l ~EVJVIFY IL\RFORD 

•·-· ftJSTQRlCAL SOCIETY . -
Evt'ry nlgllt from my bedroom win 

dn.-1 !acing South and East, I watch 
the revolving flashes of the ainn.ill 
route a~a:s at Edgewood Arseruil 
and at Aberdeen Proving Grounds, 
marking a new highway along the 
Atlantic Coa1t. Dally, l see tho in
creaaing number or planes rapidly 
traveling north or aouth and ffe
quen\.ly p11salng over my own home. 
Already on two OCCNlons have WO 

had :Monda vlalt us in this modem 
f.uhlon, parking their machines in 
:1 back field with no~ against the 

•• woods for protection. So I suppose 
It wlJI not be loll&' Wore a hangar 
will suppltment the garage and 
aupplant the uaeleu "carriage 
house". Flelda whlch formerly rais
ed hay for the horses, will form 
·•take offs and landing places". It 
ba1 all come ao quickly-I probably 
ahoald say time flle11-for it wu 
twenty yn~s ago when I purchased 
mY flrat Buick and abandoned my 
faithful hone and buggy. In wi~er. 
when the ex~rable roada of ·that 
~~te made me return to that less 
than six mile an hour gait, I felt 
the terrible slipping back to the Jimit
eol diatance which a horse could ac
complish In one day. 

The !lash lights arc located about 
tho 1am4! dlltl\ncc1 ajlart :11 wer<: 
th<l old stage coach taverns whcrl' 
horsea were changed in 1'776, and tht 
di! Lance wu all one s~t of horae5 
could accom?'.>lish In as many hours 
111 It take$ minutes to go by plane. 
Yet this firat hlibway was the only 
thorouithfarc our ancestors knew and 
!rom accounts written at that time 
ti.Ci' knew them to their sorrow. 

Joppa, ~n lhe Gunpowder, is on 
a line with the Edgewood Arsenal 
•it rianu flashing signal light, a;ltl 
the "Bush" or Harford Town atage 
!or changlni horses is not fo.r !rom t 
parallel "'-Ith the Abndeen Prpv
lnf Ground light. These two impor".
ant o!d toWnl have practically d:~
apptared. Joppa wu tho conJr.y sent 
of Baltimore Co~nty from 1712 till 
1'701!, when the Court House and J:t.J 
wcr.s mo~e<l to Baltimore Town. 
Joppa'• tobacco wharves an.d thriv
ing busine11 gra.dually ciiaappearcd 
unUI now one flnd&-but. one remaiI:
ln1t houAe built by Benjamin Rum
sey, still full of inter"llt. Oue other 
r~maining reminder of put import
ance Is a large tombstone on which 
b irraven "John McCollough" mer- ! 
chant In Joppa, Died 1766. 

The various "Joppa Roads" tell cf 
the hogslaeada of To1-cco which 
were rolled frotn u11 county plllllt•
tiona to the wharfs and on to for
elcn lands. They were the :flash lights 

of those days. 
Bush, or Harford Town, was the 

first county aeat of Harford Coun
ty, when lhe section of Baltlmo1·0 
Countv between tho Gunpowder Riv
er and the Susquehanna \lo-&& aei up 
ae a new county in 17'74. 

An old "New and Univonal Cuet
teer or Modern Geographical Dic
tionary" publiehed In 1880 by Joseph 
Scott and prlnt.ed ln Phll&delphla 
hr.a thla to say of Bnrford Town. 
"A post town of Maryland and In 
Harford County, on the post road 
leading from Philadelphia to Balti
more. It la situated on Buah river, 
at the head of tide ;water, neer the 
cc.nfluence of Jamee' and Blnom'• 
Run, 53 miles E of Belle-Air, and 12 
S. w. of Havre de Crace. It. contains 
16 dwellinc• and 130 lnbahltanta; • 
c:unplete merchant mill, a lanyard, a 
ccoper'a, wheel-wright'• and black
amith'a shop; two stores and two 
taverns. The lots beloncinc to the 
town are very fertile, and well adapt. 
el for garden1, and meadows. In the 
vicinity is a large bed of yell~ 
ochre of an excellent quality. Situ
ated 'at the bead of navigation, it 
enjoys a u.!e and euy water com
munication with Baltimore, and the 
dlHerent porta and rivers which have 
immediate connection with th.e Chera.
peake. It carrlo on an extensive 
trade, In wheat, with the Eaatern 
Shore of Maryland, Vlrirlnla, Har
li.rd County, and the adjacent partt 
o! York and Cumberland Countlea 
in Pennsylvania. The altuatlon ia 
healthy, and arreeable. In the nci&'h
borhood art· aeveral neat country 
sut5. It la 27 miles N. E. of Bal
timore 77 S. \V. of Philadelphia. 
Lat. 39.28, N. Lon. 1.1'. W.''. 

Alas poor Harford Town-but few 
old hou~t:S remnin. The mill and a 
couple of mill houses are near what 
was the w:ater'• edr;~. now but a 
swa.'Dp, and one pasac1 through by j 
auto ao last that he never no!lcu 
the granite monument with ita 
bronze tablet telling of the days 
when the Harford County Committee 
met there during the 1tirrinc days 
precedini the Revolution ar.d on 
:\larch 22 1'7'15 l!Jtned a declaration 
bindinr; themselves to tarry "!~to 
execution" the Resolvta and associa
tion of the Continental Cong-ross and 
the Resolves of the Prc.vincial Con
ve:1Lion. l'ht>y v.ere in aarneat oi
thcy would not have said "we do 
most solemnly pleolge ourselvea to 
each other, and to our country, and 
engage ourselves by every U& held 
aacred amonc mankind, to perform 
the same at the Tieque of our Uvea 
and 1'ortunC1t". 
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Wnaltington in his diary m<lntions I 
l:.is various stops at Joppn, Harford 
nnd the "lower Susquehanna ferry" 
e.t Havre de G1·nee, wh.el'e John 
Rodgers kept tavern. And all of the 
Revolutionary worthies passed thia 
ume way. The Old Post Road ia 
crowded with memories of which 
neither the flier in bis plane nor 
the speedster in hi• buzz wagon 
ban any knowledge. Is it not time 
tc aet oat aome of the story of this 
old artery of travel 1 Virginia hu 
and is continuing to mark with 
permanent aign.s every point or inter
est along her highways-Colonial 
homes, even the names and dates 
of the tarly tracts of land, and by 
whom ~ were takm up. l'cma71-
vanla I• likewise er~ aimilar 
aigna along its highways at every 
town giving the date of its founda
tion and how it acquired its name 
11' well aa historic associations with 
the localit". And this is not mere 
scntimen~. "it is good business ad
vcrtisinr. Thou$.8Dds of machines 
dally pus from north to south and 
a rreat number of these are inter
e1ted in the country's history. I! 
1lgna ealled to their attention lbe 
!net that they were pasalng through 
11 country which not only Is beauti
ful, bui which has historic back
ground, they would remember it, 
:C1equently atop to inquit"e for greater 
cid:.l.<I "hicn could be Curnishll<l 
through pamphlets, telling all of 
Harford Couney's advantages. 

The Harford County Historical 
Sode~y hu a mass of early data 
collectea by the late Dr. George 
Archer, whic.h he alwa,;'s intended 
to pub! sh. Judge Walter W. Pr.:a
ton did publish in 1901 a very complete 
History or Bnrford County, copies 
o! which are now di!!icult to secure. I 
b it i:.ot timl! for thr Historical 
Society to prepue some of this data 
1., an up-t:;..date manl'..er and mark 
the Historic site;; along ia hieh
ways? 

How many :nnkeepers, merchantl, 
guollne stations, ra1-ages, and otbn 
buaineat. people as well a& Individuals 
feel that snch a vitalizing of the 
Harford Historical Society is worth 
while? 

J. ALEXIS SHRIVER. 
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THE BUSH DECLARATIO~ 

Harford Committe.·, without In 1000 a ~ablet was el'ected in C!Qnl-
{Some wee.ks ago we recoupted the my preamble or futbelowi1, at once• filen1ol'alicn o.r the Rm·!ord Comliit
ct that Mr. Samuel W. Bradford 'ormulnted and adopted tlieil' Declarn- s .D..•clarntion of Independence, at 
d addressed the ChiDU!ey Cornei; 

1
, j011 of Jmlep~ndenc~, in which ther ~iord Town, now known as Buibi. 

Club on the 1ubject of "The Biirford ~tated that thl!)" would carry- int.u 'A bnul a :rrni: 01· more after Vii" 
Declaration of lm!ependence at Bush", exeeutiM the rcsoluti<>ns of the Con- tnlil<:t was <m~cted I met Dr. George 
and promise-cl our teaders that we ttintntal Congress, which v.·ere the Bill \Y. Archer on lhe streets in Bel AU:. 
would Jate1• give them a reswne of ot RiJZ'ht~, pledging themseh·es to H~ h:id b!Cll !or ~ number of yenr.; 
his nddress and the salient points heh- country and to each cithei·. bind- oollc-cting dntn for 11 co·ntemJ)lated 
hereof. The Harford Declaration, "hg themsel'l"es bv &\:El'\" tie held 61\- nili';Ory o! Harfvrd C'ount1. lie !laid L1..•: 
hile not. the first ovett act of re\'olu- ~ri'd nmong mankind •• t~ pedorm the~~ nH:: "Bradford, J ~111'\e hi.' re ~ mr "!.~! 

fop, was the firs~ Declarntion by an l,ume at the risk of thlnr li'l"ei> and inter~!!t.illg' fotttts. Yo~ rus.y v:t@ to tu: 
vrganized body of' citizens elected by ;ortuucs. This meant' Im eutir" break- i; ~ tJ111m. Tn~ good care of tlten· ." ~00~ 
die people. Mr. Bradfo1·d i~ pt'Culiar- ..., ... awa~· from tbe control of nn,d nlle- nno. hnndcd tile a b1u1dlo~ !P.llpcrs T c .... 

,..., # ~ 1. th ' b • h •ING 
~ tom·ersant with rulltters of hi!toric fiance to Great Britain,-King, Pru·li- . too.. ~l omc, and 'fl en 1 op n 
nU'rest to Harford County, and tbti ment and Ministry to the contrnry th~m 1 was )l"t~ectly nlitt>untled at 

f'p&cwjng sunll'lUll:'y and 'tntement .C>twithstaudingt-nr.il. mP.nnt. dl'nth th~ ~onteut., fur in thllm tfss tho. 
lQllld be pre~orvcd. Editor.} or et\Ch olle er! th£in as trnimrs to ongmal Hancock letter and tho 
~h(> .l:I:ll'ford Cihlmittee of ttie Britain. originnl D:inifl or SL. 1h9'mn& Jenuer 

Il \'oh1tiCo?1,ary p!!1'iod fir~t met i" :l:7'14, This neclar!ltion of the :Hnrford ~:tter. l'he ffici~l trnqserlpt ot th<' 
as 11 Mass lt!~cting Comntitte:.. 'Dih Committee .,.,':idently did not mfft -'\attunat D l;larabon of fni.lependa:. 
c'ou mit~r acted to tnA t of ir with 'th~ approval of the Provincial v...._. rtit. m • them,. Lut th.: 'tel'et-· 
jm1rmcnt, in 11ccordt1•1ce :.lfh E• ~e!S 9r llhrylarid, which met eme to 1t' ~&' in the lettien of &n-
ihstTuction., :md re.:ommendations of 9 y afterwal'dsf in' )!ar, 1775. at coc~ and :r;nffi!r .. I kept thes<l letters 
11e Continentul CongrCS! O!: tbat y~r. lis, the me,tabers of which :Utt some u~fe ~~ne, t.nd tlte-r. wrote 

:md ~11 J'}nuacy 23 .~.~ min~ \ r tempori~i M it were, and tc> Col. William h. Lo,·e of Baltimore.l 
ufo11 shov:ml th~ 1ey made ilbie en- 0 to the IJNaRing awnr of all wbo was th~n :he Sec1·etarr ot the 
t•'.l: j giancc to ~'\ Brita!n at thaf Board of Trad:· in that City, l\tld who 

"This 00 mittee hnyins:: Ela beEt c so we find ~ in JuJ,· of that bM taken quite an interest ~n our 
or theJi"',skill and jn~iun~l\nrg- :•ea/ taking action in i·eirm·d to the ~adord b.istory .. He t:eplied and said, 
t-d the't-ust r~~sed in ~'iiar:lest- Harforrl Commit~c, dissolving it, Do nothing until I see you; I am 
ly :rc.c~r:uend to ih .. ·r rd'ilatitue11ts reducing it !rdfn n .Jlleru~.Jiip coming up to~orrow". Be came up 
~o choice or a ne_:w Co te«..ui coti• '![ eighty to eighteen, ar.J permitting and I showed hlm the letters. He too 
1rn1t of tc,!I men .Pl cnch 'hunilxed, the~Pse eighteen to exl!jt simply ns n ":as astounded, and begged me to let 
elt'Ction 'to bi, made as ;foUoJ..>• (gjv- qmmittre or O~ahlon. him lu1ve them to show to the mcm
ing the pollin pla.et in the rmiou;1 Le.t ua now taire a )step d'ot·ward to bers of.the Maryland Historical. Socle
liundreds at:cl .• appom~Init.the'<lay <!.lie loll~.' year; whei);.our great ty, saying he would take the best 
ilecti.on therei~)..• . _ , .i;8 ttonal 'Declai·atiou of l'liillependence Clll'e of ~m, and ~eturn them to me. 

This. 1Comm1ttee e\'ld!~tly de!!lttdJ.,86 framed and adopte'<i, on July d, I ga\'e ~ to him. He wrote me 
to take some action which ther did 1776 and note certain-. O\"ents fol- that. he h~.ahown them to members 

1not think they had the p<>wer to po Jowi~g. of the l!Ury)and Histotical Society, 
:fs ~hen cont1tituted, anii evident!}· On July 8 l7"G !our da. aft , ~ thor '!'ere astonished. and re
~shed that such action should be fihe National Decl:U·~t·o w J~ t ~ •qu~ted him to write a paper iq t:e• 

j
lrom a Committee duly elected by ohn Hancock, the pr~.s~n~ 0~:!'r eof gard to the. Harford histor>·· 
the people of the County. hat Assemb1 •• ~·ot 1 tt t th He did this, and wrote me that he 

n el • · ~· ... e 8 e er ~er bad h h'ch I h d · h' 
J
\e 

1 
ect1on

0
took .place, and ththeo!vincial Convention then in 11 • t. e thpapers ~v ~ ..... a f!l'l"~U 1hm 

ne~ y e ected onumttee met on e • - ll d .,.,_., a . 1 sa:.t> m e :\·au.t in u1s O-·re in t e 

I . t Annapo s, an enCJ.,..e an o ic10 n· l B 'ldl B 11 th h 
22nd of February, 177', and orgamz- . t of the National Declaration .... 1a to ~1 ~· at mol'e, at e< 

led in a regular parll"mei!tary man- ranISC!rld P .. _ d t d the was coming '19 shortly, as bct :\\•anted 
,.,._ df n epen....,.,ce an i·equ('l!I e to he 1 ., · • d .. 

ner, by adoj)wug rules of procedure, Pr . . 
1 

C t' to mulgate Se«: t o d a nests house, aa t .. nt .,.. . I ovincia onven ion pro h ,. b . 
&c. They ...,..11 adJourned until the f't d e woul\I r1µg thes' papus ~ \\'fCh 
next day, when they made a provisio it;{' ~ey ::; ~ an of p~o~r. 1.,,,6 him. Thot "'nti the Inst l t.ve-- h~nrd 
for taking up a coJ}jction for tht ? 

1 
ef S Th ay J .fn y,th 

11 
' definitely about them. The iil'e :n 

Dante o t. omas em er, e pre· 
poor of Boston, and also to buy arms 'di olll ;f th Pro . .al C _ Baltimore prohhlr d1>stroyed tne1n. 
and ammunition. Then thev adjourn- 91 !18'

1 
tettA 0 1~ vitenci 

1 
totnr I wnit!'<l le>r sol\U'tlme r.nd WAS 

· vent on a nnapo 111, wro a e e b . • 
ied for one whole month, to meet o th H rf d Commltte • el . a out to write. to Colonel Love m 1·e· 

:.e 22ncl day of ~!&rch, 1 :75,. Thi tho e. . a orHa k 
1 

tte, en dosthmg gd to U1e1n, when I pickEJ u11 : -. 
., . u: t, t e onginal Tito.? e er an & • nd d h .J 11"3oumn1ent was gn...,.can an . . f th N ti 1 newspaper one mormnit a rea e 

•obnhly \\a!I cnul'ecl by tneir wan' oft\Deelial trt' anscnpdt 0 k d etb Ha rfonad bad di~ suddenh· at lus home. 
d-•· ·~ .1. 1 ·' t ha h cat-a ion, an as e e a or "'T:A"''L' OF MAR''L "'''D l.!.ll'll.!!;r;,ll(Wl!u!.!'eas ow t A Co . u1 te •t d ~ ·1.., J. ..... ~ • 

en !ionc lly the Brititt}i .ParlhmC!Il I mdwttee to ptrotmh ga h l Barf, and HARFORD cor~n·. ~\: 
11d lllh1istry

1 
in 1«.znrd to tile Bill :o • ma e no reques 0 a\·e t ~ ot: r htMby certify th1lt. on this 'ith 

fti,ehh nnd Mumori11 I nccorupnnyin¢ ·Committee- return these impor_unt ua;.· of Dl'cember, 1926, befta;e- mo tti(; 
i•· i1·bich h,<l been before th~ LC>dicl. paptts. The Harfo1«l Comw~ee sul.iscriber. a Notary Public of the 

On the !?!?nd dny of March, 17751 pres~·ed those 'J>apcrs .. and d.eposited StaU! of l\Iaryland, 1·e.;idin~ in Har
n,~y met at IIarlo1·cl To,IVn• havhig them aftn· the Re,·olution, ~n. the ford County, duly commissiont'd and 
evidently heard of the fnte of the Court Haul\\ at Harford . Town,. In qualified. pel'so11:11ly nppeai·ed Saruutl 
afcr said Memorial and Bill of RllJ''bts, which they~ held their meetmgs W. Bradford, anC:I made oaih on the 
for Patrick Henry hnd also heard 11nd v.•ho6e Tteords and paper5 were Ho!~· E\'·angeh• of .A lmightr Gorl, 
nbout It, M hia ft\inous sil9jich WM transfe1Teij ·c~ the Coan House in that he receh'td from Or. Ge11rge ! 

lmade in tho Viri::inin Comimtion Bel Air when the Court WM removed W. Archer tlie bun~le of papt;r& as J 
liich hnd me~ 11bout tile same time. from Harford Town to the present above ~tated, that -tliis blmd)• ~on-

County stat. tair.ed paper., evideplly pe]~ng to 
~----------------~ 



MR. BRADFORD'S ADDRESS 

Even &ft.er the lapse of nearly SO 
years, Samuel W. Brad!ord, Esq., ha!I 
frequent request. for coplu o< hia 
addrtss delivered on the occasion of 
the i;~iling of thl! tablet etll<'ted to 
the 1igners of the "Harford D< clara- • 
tion of Inde~11dena", at H. rford 
Town on Jnly 4, 1900. To meet this 
demand hi! has recently had tho! ad
dress printed In neat pampblrl lorm 
at THE TIKES olflce, which gi~a 
it more ~nence and makes tt a 
part of Harford's historical literature. 
I t will be ~atiifyins to know that his 
memorable acidr"9 haa now been. 
~ more a 'r&ilable, alld it will, 
wtthoat doubt, find ita wa:r into ... ,. 
1111nr1 ... 

~~a-~ 
¥.~ l'f, ( fJ". 
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Bush Taeern, Old Maryland 
Landmark, Goes On Sale Today 
George Washington And Other Great Colonial 

I 

Americans Were Amon g Gue::.ts Al Ancient 

Hostelry In Harford County 11 

On• o! MAr.•l&nd't nldc•t hl1toric1l an'1 lrtQunrlY called tb~ mt Declan· 
la.ndmub will co on the auction block uoa of I ndependence. 
tod•T• 'l'ho old B ucb Tutm, where <"o•~• •tlln.- ~ ,,, • • 
ffhat ...... Mid ln bf th• tint Dtc:ltrll• 1t rqurluded 1\'lth tl1• " Ciro• • 
Hon o! lnllt~ndtn•·• ,. •• signed, ia at " We do mo<t ""1• mnlr r1cdJ• "Ur· 
Bu•h 1m1r Abin:d,,o. nn the Phlladtl· ~tltt3 to ueb otb-. and tn n11r ''?UnttY 

• utl rn1•1e nnra.irrt lo f'T• r)· ll • htld 
rhla road. .. ... rd '" m1ukln1I. to pc'l'!onn lht 

... Jn the d•r• wbca tbr ""ad ,.., dt- ... m• or fbt ri'lc "' our u ... an<I 1,.... 
'"ribf'd. •• the '1 pAI h thlll i·un• fron' hlll"'-"' 
lb~ r(ltoma" (•> tb9 Su1qutba.11na,'' A11uil• Rall ...... O•• qf 1~- ... ill . ... . 
tbe nltl tnern ofttn l101tatd u 01rr· In th• earlJ d111• •lf \fr)h11di•m •h~ 
~ist11' 111c.te manr l'f lb• ludlug clli· n"an~•ll•t• A•hiir.r "ud l'!lni.,tt 
"'11lf Ill tho bi•tory 11[ the r•1>ubll1-. prurbf'd • L tbc i.,er~. 

G•nrae " 1uJll•&-to111 Rt'-'l~4 Tbr ,... Rete• Por "\ff'•l• 

• Gt<•rci: Wa•blngtnp, 'l'hnn••• J•tfn· Tftfn11 ratr8 ot11 elli•fl h.• 11tr "'''"·t• 
MIU, Jamea ll•dl..on aud Jun•• .\Inn· in t hr •1rl.1 d•r• oC lhft liu•h Tat•ru 
"'' all ar• uld 10 hue re,lcd fqr tb• u<i·unlilli' Lu an •arl.r c:h~h-lt. """ : 
"ilbl at Ille auclent h11Atrl17 ,..~11• rn ll11t tllnn•r. • lib ht<'t nr t·Mrr.!!>l, 

(
ttto to Sew l.ork •nil nl.llrr X~rtbun c·n1d dlall<'r. wlih ~r •r -"d•1.b. '1-J, 
_ · • B""'Jltt•~t o-r 111npp11tr. • ltt #t..-o 
lJlllt. tea •• . .. . . • .. .. . . . . . . • . .. .... I• ro1I. 
lJ ,..,~ hclon- tbr opea fir• ot th • '.l'ht t•••rn will t>e >•tt·fi.,ne~ or :! 

~11\'9ra tla•L thirt.Y·fciur r.•~denb nt P. M. It ba• pas•HI 011• oC th• """d" 
l_liarr.,rd r.o•111t7 dr•... up wbat 11 oC Jh• d••<"'ndant· "' th• '" 1;in.I 
~01tn u the ".8a.r[ord tltcltil'l\Uon" O'I\ n•rt. • 
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