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66 OUR HARFORD HBJUTACB 

· v· oi 1·a and the Continental Congress again met in Philadelphia. in 
lD Uo-n ' G B . . til th b ec May, 1775, and agreed to stop trade with reat ntam un e o J -

tionable Acts-were repealed. . . 1"k 
Again Bush came into prominence by having as its guests men 1 e 

Geor e Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Patrick Henry, as th~y 
· ~ ed through Harford to Philadelphia. In this Congress our d1s
~:w?iied citizen, William Pac~, who was born at Abingdon, together 
with Matthew Tilghman, Thomas Johnson, Jr., Robert Goldsborough, and 

Samuel Chase represented Maryland . 
By the e;rly part oE 1775 almost our entire citizenry had become so 

stirred by the national controverSy that a most impor_tant event took place 
at Bush. Just three days before Patrick Henry made bis well known speech, 
a committee of thirty-four Harford citizens met at the Bush ~avem an~, 
after deliberation, signed the famous Bush Declaration, which is quoted m 
full with its signers in another chapter. 

MTHE BUSH DECLARATION" 
HARFORD TOWN 

COUNTY SEAT OF HARFORD COUNTY 
FROM ITS ORIGIN MARCH. 1774. UNTIL 
MAR CH. 1783. HER C THE FIRST 
DECLARATION OF lllDE PE MD EN CE 
EVER ADOPTED BY AM ORGANIZED BODY 
OF MEN DU LY ELECTED BY THE PEOPLE 
WAS PROCLAIMED ON MARCH 22. 1775. 

The committee was in no sense just a mass meeting, but its members 
were duly eJected by the 10,000 inhabitants of Harford County'. ~nd was 
composed oE prominent men, many of whom are ancestors of csuzens of 

today. 
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Plt.otq b11 OT. Dot1id C. 8"411• 

Tablet marking the site of the building In which Court was held 177 4-1783. 
Bush Declorotlon signed here on Morch 22, 1775. 

Just as the former county seats of Old Baltimore and Joppa had served 
their day, so Bush ceased to be and soon faded into decay. Of all the 
dweJlings, stores, and inns, only one-the large old coachhouse on Route 7-
remains to remind us of the glorious history of 200 years ago. 

Scott's Old Fields 
(Bel Air) 

1782-

By the end of the Revolution, the population of Harford had increased 
to almost 12,000, and the new settlers were beginning to occupy lands in 
central and northern sections. Consequently, there was demand that the 
county seat be located somewhere more accessible co the whole population. 

On January 22, 1782, an Act was passed by the General Assembly 
enabling the voters to select a new location for che seat of government. 
The places named in the Act to be voted for were Harford Town (Bush), 
Gravelly J Iill, Lower Cross Roads, Ouer Point, and Scott's Old Fields 
(Bel Air). By the same Act, the justices were authorized to purchase four 
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