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Deer Creek Methodist Church 
2729 Chestnut Hill Road 
Chestnut Hill 
Private 

1885 

The present Deer Creek Methodist Church is the second building 
on the site. The first building was a log meeting house erected about 
1826-1829. After the present church was built, the log church was sold 
to a neighboring farmer, who used the timbers to build a barn. The 
church appears on the Martenet map of 1878 as "Deer Creek Chapel". 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Deer Creek Methodist Church is an 1885 "meeting house" plan church 
with a projecting foyer located on the north side of Chestnut Hill 
Road about 50 yards east of the Deer Creek Church Road intersection 
in Chestnut Hill, Harford County, Maryland. The main door faces 
southwest. 

The main section and the foyer both have slate gable roofs. The 
foyer has five-panel double entrance doors with a stilted arch transom. 
A dentil molding on the transom bar is the only decorative trim. The 
transom is stained glass with the lettering "Deer Creek Methodist Church". 
Above the foyer is a small round stained glass window. Flanking the 
foyer are lancet stained glass windows with pointed arches and sliding 
sash. Along the side elevations are three more lancet windows of the 
same type. At the rear or northeast elevation is a small addition 
with an interior brick chimney and a composition roof. The foundation 
of the main section is stone and the original exterior covering, 
probably weatherboards, is now covered with vinyl siding. 

The interior of the church was not observed during this survey, 
but a church historical pamphlet states the original plan had two 
side aisles where men and women customarily sat on opposite sides. 
Coal stoves heated the hall, and oil lamps provided light. In 1942, 
the present center aisle plan was adopted, the stoves removed, and 
electricity provided. Some of the stained glass may date from this 
period of remodeling. 

The church cemetery extends around the east, north, and west 
sides of the church. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The present Deer Creek Methodist Church is the second building 
on the site. The first building was a log meeting house erected about 
1826-29. After the present church was built, the log church was sold 
to Thomas J. Robinson, a neighboring farmer, who used the timbers to 
build a barn. 

The Deer Creek Methodist Church was part of the Deer Creek Circuit, 
organized in 1829 by Rev. Eli Henkle. He formed Methodist meetings 
in Harford County at Log Meeting House, Wesleyan Chapel, Watter's 
Meeting House, Abingdon, Calvary, and Union Chapel. The "Log Meeting 
House" may have been the original Deer Creek Church building in Chestnut 
Hill. 

Joseph Ward donated a parcel of land to the Methodist meeting 
on February 8, 1826 or 1828 (both years are given in different places 
in the church history pamphlet). The exact sequence of events is 
unclear, but the first meetings were apparently held in the home of 
John H. Barrow. The log church was built sometime between 1826 and 
1829. It was known for some years as Ward's Chapel of the Christian 
Society. At times, the Deer Creek Church belonged to the Bel Air 
Circuit. On March 16, 1869, the church was incorporated as the Deer 
Creek Methodist Protestant Church. The church appears on the Martenet 
map of 1878 as "Deer Creek Chapel". 
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(Historic Sites Survey file, Dept. of Planning & Zoning) 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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