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Box Hill; Site of Lauretum ca. 1800 (school/guesthouse)
3911 Emmorton Road ca. 1925 (main house)
Emmorton vicinity

Private

Box Hill is significant in two respects: 1) it is the site of Lauretum,
a circa 1800 stone house built by Aquila Hall which burned in 1920; 2) the
present house, called Box Hill, is a good example of early 20th century
Colonial Revival architecture.
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Box Hill is a circa 1925 estate consisting of a brick house of
four sections in Colonial Revival style, a late 18th century stone out-
building now used as a guesthouse, and the ruins of a second stone out-
building probably of the same period and possibly originally used as a
springhouse. The estate is located on the east side of Emmorton Road
(Maryland Route 24) about 1/4 mile north of the I-95/MD 24 interchange
near Edgewood, Harford County, Maryland. The main elevation of the house
faces west.

The main house has four sections arranged in a linear grouping. The
principal section is a two-story, three-bay structure with a gable roof
and chimneys at each gable end enclosed by the flanking sections. The
main entry is in the center bay and has a pilastered frame with a dentil
cornice and a blank frieze. The second story center bay has two narrow
6-1ight casement windows. The outer bays have grouped casement windows,
four in each group and with 8-1ight sash on the first floor and 6-light
sash on the second floor. The first floor window openings have wood
lintels. _

Flanking this section on the north and south are two 1-1/2 story
sections. The north section has a garage on the lower floor and two
gabled dormers on the upper story. The dormers have shingled sides and
6-light casement windows. The ground floor has casements as in the main
section, but these are shielded by boxwoods.

The section flanking on the south is rather more an infill between
the main section and the fourth or southernmost section. This small
area has a bay window on the west and a french door and single dormer on
the east. The roof is gambrel. o

The southernmost section is two stories and gambrel-roofed, with the
ridgeline perpendicular to that of the other three sections. The south
elevation has a centered exterior chimmey flanked by 12/12 windows and
dormers on the second floor. The shingle roof has a belcast eave.

The east or garden elevation of the house is in most respects a
duplicate of the west side, except the door and dormer in the gambrel
infill section as stated. A flagstone terrace and a wooden arbor extend
from the northern two sections.

The foundation is stone. The brick exterior is in common bond. The
roof of all sections is wood shingle.

Twenty yards north of the main house is the stone guesthouse. It is
two stories with a new wooden exterior staircase to a door in the second
floor on the north elevation. This elevation also has an interior chimmey,
partially rebuilt with brick at the top. The south elevation has a 20th
century tri-partite window, a 6/6 center section flanked by 4-light lancets.
Two small 6-light casements are on the second floor. The west elevation
has a single 6/6 window. The east elevation has a frame shed addition,
probably dating from the 1920's. The addition has clapboard siding. The
exterior of the stone section is stuccoed.

Downhill to the northeast of the main house are the ruins of a stone
outbuilding, probably a springhouse. Stone end walls of rubble frame a
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UILDER/ARCHITECT

Box Hill is significant in two respects: 1) it is the site of Lauretum,
a circa 1800 stone house built by Aquila Hall which burned in 1920; 2) the
present house, called Box Hill, is a good example of early 20th century
Colonial Revival architecture.

The following is based on information provided by Mr. Melvin G. Bosley,
the present owner of Box Hill.

Lauretum (Latin for laurel) was part of "Constant Friendship", a
1,000-acre tract surveyed in 1685 for Robert Deans. Prior to the Revolu-
tionary War, Constant Friendship was acquired by Co. Thomas White of Phila-
delphia, one of the largest landholders in Maryland. About 1800, Col.

White gave the Lauretum estate, about 300 acres, to his daughter and her
husband, Aquila Hall. They built a stone house on a hill with a magnifi-
cent view of the Chesapeake to the east and south. The house was surrounded
by laurel and boxwood gardens. The small stone outbuilding north of the
house was used as a schoolroom for the Hall children and those of neighboring
landowners. As customary with such buildings, it probably combined
educational use with a functional purpose such as slave quartérs, a shop, or
meathouse.

In 1920, the main house burned, leaving only the exterior walls standing.
The estate was acquired in 1925 by Lawrence M. Simmonds, a Baltimore
investment banker and art patron. Simmonds used the stone from the original
walls to create terraces in the gardens and built the present house on
the foundations of Lauretum. Although the architect's name is unknowm,
the design combines elements of Georgian formality in the symmetrical
proportions of the main section, English Arts and Crafts influences in the
groupings of casement windows, and vernacular Tidewater architecture in
the gambrel-roofed southern section. Simmonds named the estate "Box Hill"
for the extensive boxwood stands in the gardens.

The present owners are tentatively planning to make Box Hill a hotel/
conference center in the Box Hill industrial park.

Note: This form consolidates HA-895, Box Hill Guesthouse.
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Section 7. (Continued)

single door opening facing south. Small square window openings are located
on the east and west sides. The roof is missing, but was apparently gabled.
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- "Box Hlll"' was purchased, and so nomed, in 1925 by Lawrence M S!mmondo, Euq
of kltlmwo, an lnvmmont banker and q patron of the arts.

Oﬂglna”y known as "Lauretum" (the Latin for lourel), this magnificent Qsﬁto )

of same three hundred acres was a part of "Constant Friendship*, a tract of one = .~ <7 .° ‘
_ thousand acres "surveyed the 2d November 1685 for Robert Doors, on the head of . ?_1: o

Bush River on the east side of southwest branch of said river" ' and was acquired

prier to the Revolutionary War by Colonel Thomas White of Philadelphia, wha was -

one of the largest landholders In Maryland. Around 1800, Lauretum was given by
Colonel White to his daughter and her husband, Aquila Hall, and hers, high on thq
hill overlooking the Chesapeake Bay and the Eastern Shore, they built a stone house
surrounded by the lgurel and vast boxwood gordens. In 88|, Lauretum was again g

gift, this tlmo from Thomas Wh&tn Hall to his son, William G. Hall "in comndoratlon' TR .

of mtuml lovo and affoctlon '

In |920, the |orge stone houu was destroyed by fire, and when Mr. Simmonds
took passession, anly the walls were standing. He used the stone from these walls

in the terrace and gardens, and on the original foundation, cgmbining Geor'gian‘ 9I|¥
Magland, and Egg"sh archltacfura, Mr. Simmonds bullt the present manor house.

The stone guest house, bullt by the Hall famlly and callod the School ku, was
at one time supposed to have bnn used as such by the many Hall children and thou ’
of neighboring families,

One of the many legends of the area concerns Ha Ha Branch and the sectien
once called Ha Ha Indeed. = A young brave stole a squaw for himself from a neighboring
tribe and, as he carried her over the giream, he cried "Hal Hal". A brave from the
maiden's own Iribe had followed the palr and struck the startled kidnapper, saying
"Ha, Ho, lndndl"

S

|. The Rent Rolls fram the Calvert Papers, Maryland Hlstorlcal Soclaty Magallne,
Volumo XX No. y page l98

2. quford _Cqunty Land Recbrds, Liber 42, follo 168



HA-894
Martenet's Map of Harford Co.
1878




CORPS OF ENGINEERS

sr63 11l SE
AlR)
J\ B’El»‘ A-.IR 1:1'?;1. ; {BEL : 777
B el e
g o

ATKISSON RESERV
Aﬁ;{fy CHEMI :

N

i \

- W \‘ 7‘}

2. Box Hill HA-894
. Harford County
USGS 7.5 minute series
Edgewood Quadrangle
Scale: 1:24000







Box Hill

Harford County
Photo: Janet Davis
December 1982
West elevation
1/2

HA-894







Box Hill

Harford County

Photo: Janet Davis
December 1982

. School/Guesthouse

South elevation
2/2

HA-894




4

W e Pl
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR\ 7 1 STATE:
(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE SHEE
N, R. FIELD
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM FORNPS USEONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DA
(Type all entries — complete appIxcabIe sectzons) =

e e B Al b

AND/OR HISTORIC:

[2. LOCATION

Fovs e ’Em sealTE -.eas“l’:ﬂ‘ ?mm&’(‘cm Koad (Mi2d
i Uaw Bbher abad 0.5 nmu neith of Phlads

STATE ) CODE |COUNTY: CODE
Y, )
marw aud (e:zd_
}3. CLASSIFICATION - '
~
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE

OWNERS STATUS

(Check One) HIP TO THE PUBLIC

District [ Building [ Public Public Acquisition: NOCCupied ~ O} Yes:

O
QSite > O Structure CE—EYTG'G > O In Process (3 " TUnoccupied 0O Restricted [
0 —

B . Both Being Considered L. |Preservation work Unrestricted [
Object O R .
in progress [ No. 0o
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Agricultural O Government O Park O Transportation E] Comments O
Commercial O Industrial O Private Residence [ Other (Specity)
Educational O Military O Religious O
Entertainment [ Museum O Scientific O

|4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNERS NAME: &)Mi p &55/;11 Via,/é"‘

STREET AND NUMBER€M 6.@/ 4{4 KQ)I’TZ

o

CITY OR TOWN: STATE; CODE o
i : _/nd 4 ;
2/0/ >
[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION -
¥ EEDS ET
COURTHOUSE, REGISTR o‘r,- Dr_D € n o e e g v T
A raibemn L el L B PRI S WL S L SR T . S i
STREET AND NUMBER:
HARFCORS COUNTY Couinevw oDz SO 5, MAIN ST,
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 8
BEL AIR MARYLAND ¢
ACREAGE APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: :
{6 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:
DATE OF SURVEY: Federal [} State [} County [ Local [ 2
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: ]
ek
Ziz
STREET AND NUMBER: ‘g: -
L
n S
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE 2im
o
9 [z
> i
-
o=




N. R. FIELD SHEET

S

(Ch;;:k One) V
CONDITION
Excellent [] Good (] Fair [J Deteriorated [} Ruins (] Unexposed []
INTEGRITY (Check One) (Check O
Altered [] Unaltered [] Moved [} (" Origina! Site (W)}

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

[ R

f/z,mg/yuw/yw/

/ “’”“"/7 4(11:4




N. R. FIELD SHEET NA-37¢

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbion [} 16th Century [] 18th Century [7] é 20th Century >

15th Century O 17th Century [} 19th Century [}

SPECIFIC DATE(sS) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal Education )] Political d Urban Planning O
Prehistoric O Engineering [ Religion/Phi- Other (Specify) O
Historic [ Industry O losophy O

Agriculture [ Invention O Science O

Art O Londscape Sculpture (]

Commerce [ Architecture [ Social/Human-

Communications [} Literature (] itarian O

Conservation O Military [ Theater 1

. Architecture O Music O Transportation [

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

sl mddon. s du
a mudh- Jec’}’:ma/ bruiel c,/cm,_,ﬁ
howse. .
Lhb Toas, %/aﬂu B
aencss %A\ﬂ’( &Zﬁa &7 74%

-/ib mowed

4&/(&-@‘1" wd e Muﬁ;—/ -
/MQ(MJ/M%;\_ ”7/0/“‘&' 971@717«»47

‘wa‘g& o mm‘fmjs h\«f: 1878 'ms #u.({ %4’“1’7.



N. R. FIELD SHEET

Nk-87y

3. MAJOR BIBLIDOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Martwite Map G Harfok Gudy w78

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

"LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o ' " ° ' " <) ' . ° ’ "
NE o . - (-] ] L]
SE ° v » o ’ "
SW ° ’ » o » »
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: copE | couNTY CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE [ COUNTY: CODE
oo
3. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME AND TITLE:
‘ TEWS
RGAN!ZA AN AT S e DATE
ORG ZATION LAARY AN ool TRJSH
oy e T
04 ‘C'\;Ll.—i‘/— CAy e
A ; . =~ " A N T4
STREET AND NUMBER ANNAPOLLS, MARYLAND 21404
CITY OR TOWN: STATE COoDE

STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

[ State []

Local

|

National

Name

Title

Date

I herebv certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date




Form 10-300
(Dec. 1968)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — compIete appIzcabIe sectxons)

o FIELD SHEET

STATE:

HA-894
GI # 1308944235

COUNTY:

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

com

Box ([

4Mmm

AND/OR HISTORIC:

[2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:
L».J. 2105

CITY OR TOWN: a v\ S‘;L &Qr

ne e

NGCAL

STATE m ‘9; cope |[COUNTY: : ! coDE
13. CLASSIFICATION ( | {
A
CATEGORY \J OWNERSHIP STATUS CCESSIBLE
(Check One) T%PUBUC
District d Building ) O Public t} Public Acquisition: Cﬁzupied g_e‘s:
Site [ Structure Ek::i’rivcre y O In Process [0 [Unoccupied icted /(]
. Both ™ Being Considered . Preservation work Unrestricted (]
Object [ — R .
in progress [ No: O
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Agricultural O Government O Park Transportation [ Comments [
Commercial O Industrial d Private Residence Other (Specify) O
Educational O Military O Relgious
Entertainment {] Museum [ Scientific [729% Rm

{4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNERS NAME:
Wand o

STREET AND NUMBER: §

CITY OR TOWN: @

Sy

CODE

2/0/‘rZ

[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE, REGlstﬁV o#"BEEbs" EFC: ]

ten e nt e “.

RY TN e T

T
i

S e

THARFOWIST O Uit Coolt.

LIRSV S

o 5. MiaN ST,

=S Y

CITY OR TOWN:

BEL AIR

CODE

ACREAGE APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

{6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

FALNNOD

(ma

&aaﬁasr d] ?mrnd‘r"m._ (?oaé (Hid 24)

ahat O ot neTh

e

cad
1.

DATE OF SURVEY: Federal

M

State

O

County [ Local O

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:

HIGWNNN AHLN3

CODE

31va

ATINO 3SN SdN 404




heck O
CONDITION - (Chec. d"°

INTEGRITY

eos] - w«'sr, %,. w/ruu—- %W_ %,mu
s cdid o e Atz”,/%tl

&ﬂaf board .

bidar o weit sd will Lo do-
iAhad A add  Lph - ey £ boire
betoa fixid sesls A Ltss vertls
st o eacl side. See acd -srém/
ndaws v o easT snd— sl wd walls
pp cosemell  Szsks, £ @[K eacl.




N. R. FIELD SHEET NA-5TY

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian [ 16th Century [} 18th Century [? 2th Century []
15th Century ()] 17th Century [] 19th Century [7]

SPECIFIC DATEI(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal Education (] Political O Urban Planning 0O
Prehistoric O Engineering [} Religion/Phi- Other (Specify) O
Historic O Industry O losophy a

Agriculture O Invention O Science [

Art O Laondscape Sculpture O

Commerce O Architecture [ Social/Human-

Communications [ ] Literature O itarian (.}

Conservation O Military O Theater O

Architecture (] Music O Transportation [}

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Hie FoaiT ctlope . oa o € ma
o Ao td Al o ey Ll
sl B adtiy o fuils A
0/4»«M7 WZAY, ey At
o .ecm/y 47 T 740-w—¢-—r “’@"

Z« 27% &32 j/ s a 4/«/:7 4,%“/{4
¢7M.¢_.f A fie . @aél /m,,’f"wé__
oo hws oar mewed Fol_ ansom L
ﬁéﬂw“{_,,ﬁm«(,aw wntt :'7/07%—447
hemas . owd— %4. Dy aersdd
[— e OLI/‘/’ aenoss %c dn%ﬁé‘\

s s«.«yémé.

v



N. R. FIELD SHEET

NA-81Y

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Mmﬁd‘z ﬂ\${) -/-A;(L]LAA Crm{'_}, 1878

19. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

"LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds

NW o , " ° ' " o . . ° v »

NE o ' » o . "

SE ° v » o , -

Sw o N . o , .
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE

b2
31. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME AND TITLE: TR
o = A
ORGANIZATION - DATE
P
< .t
ot .
STREET AND NUMBER: pe L, ey
PR .

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CoDE

STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION :

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIEICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

| State [ ] O

National Local

Name

Title

Date

I herebv certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date







Eox

HA 29 %

2140

L2 L. 72






HA 894

2140

Box 4t -sde lowen

f5z S 72






21410

2
X #i// @ arden

W 87¥

72







M 8¢

2149

5ox /'4// Viees %ﬂm Ferrace

67&.”&7 \/lu&a"c(' 72






2140

84! 744//' b/c/ 374"~L hawes



