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Bradfield's Store/Level Store 
3628 Level Village Rd. 
Havre de Grace, Md. 21078 

SUMMARY 

This one-story, gable roofed clapboard store is located at the apex of the western 
triangle formed by the intersection of the roads from Churchville to Havre de Grace and 
to Port Deposit at Level. Although this structure was moved here around 1910, there had 
been a store in this location in the 19th century until it was moved to the south side of 
the road, where it burned. Level, because of its location at a key intersection formerly 
Hopewell X Roads, was a flourishing trade center. Althouah many of the structures that 
existed at the turn of the century are still standing, of the commercial establishments only 
this store and Foard's Blacksmith Shop remain. 
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UN AME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Level Store/Bradfield's Store 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

(in apex of western triangle formed by intersection of 
Level Village Rd. and Rock Run Rd.) 

3628 Level Village Rd. 
CITY. TOWN 

Level, Md. 
STATE 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

~ILDING(S) ~VATE 
_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
Nl\ME 

George Oscar Bradfield 
---

~TREET & NUMBER 

3628 Level Village Rd. 
CITY. TOWN 

VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

' _-OCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
~:::::.:'i'ES· RESTRICTED 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

Havre de Grace, Md. _ v1c:N1TY oF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REG 1STRY 0° DEEDS. ETC Harford County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 40 South Main Street 
CITY. TOV\'r'i 

Bel Air, 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

~OMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL __ TRANSPORTA.TION 

_MIL!TARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 

STATE I zip code 
21078 

Liber #: 
Polio #: 

STAT~ 

· Maryl and 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

....---GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

-~LTERED 

Hli- 717 
CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

·-MOVED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Located at the apex of the western triangle formed by the intersection of Rock Run 
Rd. and Level Village Rd., Bradfield 1 s store faces east and marks the center of the 
Village of Level. 

A sign "G. 0. Bradfield/General Merchandise" flanked by Coca-Cola insignias spans 
the porch roof. 

This one-story, gable-roofed clapboard structure, set on a raised rubblestone 
foundation measures 22 1 4 11 by 40 1 511

• To the west and slightly off axis with the store 
are ?. warehouses forming one 1 ong board-and~batten structure measuring 21 1 2-1 /2 1

' by 
70 1 211

• At the northern juncture of the store and warehouse is a one-room clapboard 
addition with a shed roof. 

The store has a gable front roof and a hip-roofed rorch with plain posts on a 
concrete block foundation spanning the east end. In this end are located an entrance 
in the centerbayflanked by 2 plate glass windows. Another entrance, as well as 2 knee 
windows, ar~ located on the south side. There is an exterior concrete block chimney in 
the northwest corner of the store structure. 

The warehouse structure has a do0r in the west end and a set of sliding doors and 
2 hirped doors on the ncrth side. 

The one-room addition has an entrance in the east end and a 5/6 window in the 
north side. 

Except for the case for customers• bills, the interior has relatively recent 
fixtures and plaster board finishing. 

There are 3 gas pumps in front of the store. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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_ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ART 

~MMERCE 
_COMMUNICATIONS 

_ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_I NOUS TRY _POLITICS.'GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUI LDEA/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCl.ilPTURE 

_SOCIAL, HUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER I SPECIFY! 

Two long-time residents of Level, William Foard, who was a blacksmith and has lived 
there since he was born in 1885, and Annie Stearn, who at age 84 has also lived in the 
area her whole life, agree that the present store was moved to this location from the 
intersection of Darlington and Rock Run Roads around 1910. They also agree that prior 
to that, there was a stor~ which burned, located on the south side of the intersection 
and, prior to that, the store was where it is now. 

Fixing dates and owners1 names to that chronology is difficult, if not impossible. 
Beginning~l839, John H. Mitchell began amassing parcels of the tracts "Cowens (or Coens) 
Neighbor" and "Cowens Settlement". A deed dated November 15, 1852, from John Silver 
(dealer) of Philadelphia to Mitchell refers to Mitchell as a storekeeper.l In 1872, 
'ohn Mitchell sold a parcel (of undertermined size) at Hopewell X Roads-and certainly 
improved - to James B. Kenly for $6000.2 The 1858 Jennings and Herrick Map shows a 
building near this location labelled "p.o." and indicates as well that Mitchell owned 
much of the land on the north and east sides of the intersection. The 1878 Martenet's 
Map is a little more ambiguous, but the store and p.o. may have been here at that time 
also. 

In 1884, Daniel B. Arthur paid James Kenly's hei~s $6000 for a parcel at a place 
"formerly called Hopewell X Roads, now called "Level"·: Arthur went bankrupt the next 
year, and the bills of his creditors filed in the equity dispute reveal what kind of store 
Arthur had. He dealt with merchants in Baltimore, Wilmington, and New York, ordering 
such items as "axle grease, ven. red in oil, bt. umber, gd. pepper, Bulls cough syrup, 
Lows worm syrup, sweet oil and castor oil .... pants, suits, overcoats ... axes, shells .... 
salt and kainit (kainite? - used as fertilizer) ... coal ... clover seed ... hair vigor, 
cathartic pills ... rubber duck boots ... mens artics, mens gum alaskas ... f1our .. hats: mens 
black, blue, and calf; fur, wool, cassimere, corduroy, silk, and scotch; stiff, soft, 
lined and knockabout ... daily matches, parlor matches, and Vesuvios matches ... Japan tea, 
gunpowder tea, New Orleans (coffee?), black strap, roaster coffee, magnolia, soochoo ... 
drawers, shirts, health corsets, laces, jumpers, vests, oxford and emerson collars, 
envelopes, yarns, hairpins, gloves, wadding, cotton, wool shirts and gloves, silk 
handkerchiefs, oiled cotton, cord, veiling, elastics, valises, blinds, buttons, almanacs, 
combs, paper, needles ... brooms, pails, ... o'alls, Russia Crash, ric rac, tooth brushes, 
shaving soap, rubber bands ... ribb'd hose, fancy hose,. fur top gloves, doeskin gloves .. 
Valentines, barbours spools, dexters cotton ... dried apples, dried peaches, Labrador 
herring, hominy, epsom salts, whiskey ... horse blankets ... satinet, king, o meal, higgens, 
-~stile soap, sulphur ... l case Banner Durham Smoky tobacco ... fine havana and domestic 
~gars ... rag carpet, oil cloth, cloth mats, cloth rugs ... quince, glue, plaster paris, 

harlem oil, jadwins liniment, neats foot oil ... " Arthur obviously intended his store to 
cater to customers beyond Level and the scope of supplies suggest the extent of the trade 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY (continued) 
See continuation sheet #1 
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Land, Will and Equity Records of Harford Co. 
1858 Jennings and Herrick Map 
1878 Martenet's Map 
Interview with Wm. Foard, 7/80 
Interview with Annie M. Stearn, 7/80 
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HA-919 

Level Store/Bradfield's Store 
8. Statement of Significance (Continuation Sheet #1) 

the village attracted at its location at the intersection of the roads between Churchville, 
Havre de Grace, and Port Deposit. 

Lawson Ewing purchased 26 acres belonging to Arthur in 18864 for $4600 and the Ewigos 
owned it until the property was sold in a mortqage default in 1909 to Eugene L. Huohes. 
Hughes probably moved the present building here - the $1500 he paid for the 10 acre triangular 
parcel suggests it was unimproved at that time. 

Nelson and Olevia C. Bowmag owned the store from 1918 until 1926, when it was sold to 
E. Oscar and Anna M. Bradfield. Georqe Bradfield still owns and operates the store. 

A veritable landmark in the Village of Level, this store represents with Foard's 
Blacksmith Shop the once-flourishin9 commercial activity of this late 19th and early 2nth 
century crossroads. The villaqe remains relatively undisturbed and looks much like it miqht 
have at the turn of the century, probably because its prominence as a transportation and 
co~mmercial nexus has diminished and the village has been by-oassed by modern cievelorment. 

l. Liber ALJ 2, Folio 143 
2. Liber ALJ 28, Folio 115 
3. Equity Records Liber ALJ 32, Folio 197 
4. Liber ALJ 56, Folio 148 
5. Liber WSF 127, Folio 166 
6. Liber DGW 195, Folio 450 



l. 621 /059 

2. 621/056 

3. GRG 505/555 

LI. GRG 555/553 

5. OG~I 195/450 

6. JAR 150/ 414 

7. WSF 127/166 

8. HSF 122/176 

9. WSF 118/95 

LEVEL STORE/BRADFIELD'S STORE 

June 18, 1963 

June 18, 1963 

July7,1958 

July 7, 1958 

Jan 26, 1926 

Oct 15, 1918 

Oct. 17, 1907 

Title Search 
HA-919 

Srantor: Zero, Inc. 
Grantee: Georqe 0. Rradfield and wf. ~ary E. 
Acreaqe: at or nr. Villaqe of Level, Rradfield 
Store Lot= 0.975 A. 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 
Acreaqe: 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 
AcreaQe: 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 
Acreane: 

Grantor: 
Grantee: 
Sum: 
Acreaae -

Grantor: 
r.:rantee: 
Sum: 
Acreaoe: 

Gran tor: 
Grantee: 
Sum: 
Acreage: 

Georqe 0. & Mary E. Bradfield 
Zero Inc. 
Bradfield store lot near Villane of 
Level = 0.975 A. 

Zero Inc. 
Everett 0. Bradfield and Georae 0. 
Bradfield 

Everett 0. P-radfield 
Zero Inc. 
3 tracts at or nr. Villaoe of Level 
9 -~-L1. A. 

Nelson J. and 01 i ve C. Bowrnan 
E. Oscar and Anna M. Bradfield 
tract lvino at or near Honewell 
l 0 A 

Euaene L. and Laura F. Huohes 
Nelson J. and Olevia c. Bowman 
$2500 
Parcel at or Nr. Hopewell 1 O'-\. 

James B. and Fannie D 8aker " . 
Euaene L. Huohes 
~150'1 
parcel at or nr. Level 10 A 

Stevenson A. Williams, attorney 
,James 8. Baker 
$201)() 
parcel at or nr. Level - 26.A, "Cowen's 
Settlement" and "Cowen's Neighbor" 

(Mort.)12/11/1905 Mortacor: S. Russell & Carrie D. Ewing 
Mortaaoee:James B. Raker 
Sum: $2800 
Acreaae: Parcel at or ner. Level = 26A 

"Cowen's Settlement", "Cowen's 
Neiahbor" 

See Continuation Sheet #1 



10. ~~SF 100/168 

11. .~LJ 56/148 

12. ER ALJ 32/197 

13. ALJ 28/115 

14A WHO 17/330 

148 ALJ 2/143 

14C HOG 37/368 

140 HD 22/215 

Continuation Sheet #1 

LEVEL STORE/BRADFIELD'S STORE 

July 3, 1980 

March 15, 1886 

April 6, 1885 

Nov. 14, 1872 

April 19, 1866 

Nov. 15, 1852 

Oct. 6, 1851 

March 25, 1839 

Title Search 
HA-919 

Granter: 

Grantee: 
Acreage: 

Granter: 

Grantee: 

Sum: 
Acreaqe: 

Elizabeth Ewing, widow et all; 
ijeris_af Lawson_Ewinq 
S. Russell Ewinq 
"Cowen's (or Coen's) Settlement" and 
"Cowen's (or Coen's) Nefohbor"=26A 

Stevenson Archer, Trust 
/\mos Spencer 
La\oJson · Ewing 
(Frank and Adler vs. Daniel B. 
Arthur et al) 

$461)1) 
26/1, 

Insolvency of Daniel B. Arthur 
Exhibit S.A. Arril 13, 1884 
Granter: Elizabeth S. Kenly et al; heirs of 

James B. Kenly 
Grantee: Daniel B. Archer 
Sum: $6')()1) 

Acreaae: at ~lace formerly called Horewell 
X ~oads, now called "Level" 

Granter: 
Grantee: 
Sum: 
Acreaqe: 

Granter: 

Grantee: 
Sum: 
Acreaae: 

Granter: 

Grantee: 

Sum: 
Acreaqe: 

Granter: 
Grantee: 
Sum: 
Acreage: 

Granter: 
Grantee: 
Sum: 
Acreage: 

John H. Mitchell of Frederick City,Md. 
James B. Kenly 
$6()1)1} 
oarcel at Hopewell X Rds., "Coens 
Settlement" and "Coens Neic:hbor" 

John Wesley and Elizabeth Ruth 
f:!enry Fl etcher and ~1ary Ann Rut~ 
John Harvev Mitchell 
$1~1)() . 
"Cm·1ens Neiohbor". 
(Formerly b~lonaed to Henrv Soence) 
= 11 A. 

John Silver (dealer) and wf. June of 
Phila. Co., Pa. 
John H. Mitchell of Hopewell Cross 
Rds, Storekeeper 
$15')0 
"Cowen's Settlement" on "Grave Yard 
Branch" (formerly belonqed to James 
and Sarah Jones. 

John Hughes 
John H. Mitchell 
$409.25 
"Coens Neighbor" 

Aquila ~~iles 
John H. Mitchell 
$1350 
12A 26 p 

28 3/4 A 5p 
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