
HA-920 
Bowman - Taylor House 
Level, Maryland 

SUMMARY 

This is one of maybe twelve buildings, most of them recordable, that 
help to define the crossroads village of Level, known earlier as Hopewell 
X-roads. It is a complex structure which has evolved in at least five 
stages. It is and has been a private dwelling although oral history 
supported by some physical evidence suggests that it was at least for a 
time in the late 19th century an inn. 

Its structural significance includes not only 18th century fabric 
in its oldest part but exposed post-and-beam framing in its early 
additions. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This building is in the north side of Level Road facing the crossroads. In its 
final form it is a large two story 1-plan dwelling that is Victorian in appearance. 
Its 7-bay main block has a full porch with bracketed posts etc. and its multiple gabled 
roofs have exposed rafters. The nort wing is 4 bays deep plus it has a shed roofed 
lean-to. Most of the windows are 6/6 although fashionable 2/2 are seen in the porch 
area. 

Thes Victorian elements unify the building however examination shows it has many 
periods. The evolution of this structure includes at least five additions. What is 
perceived to be the earliest part is the single room on the east end that is now a 
kitchen. It contains an almost massive chimney with a fireplace which had an opening 
42 1/211 X 47 11 it has what appears to be an early chimney piece with an architrave surround 
and two simple trusses beneath the shelf shich is 65 11 long and 8 1/2 11 wide(see photos). 

Examination of the roof over this section revealed tree pole rafters and cut nails 
suggesting a roof raising later than the plan and mantle suggest but prior to the other 
portions of the roof. 

Section B is interesting because of its exposed plates in the first floor room. Its 
attic contains a mixture of mechanically sawn and hewn members and a very clear sepc 
tion between this section and 11 C11 ncluding a fragment of the original west gable. 
Secion B provided an additional room downstairs while the upstairs is laid off with a long 
lengthwise hall running along the south wall with several small individual rooms leading 
off of it. This is the same arrangment observed in the Cocky Tavern on the Old Falls 
Turnpike in Baltimore County (BA- ). 

Section C predates the 2-plan and a now defunct window in its north west cupboard 
proves it. This same area allows one to see the rough hewn corner post and whitewashed 
clapboards with cut nails. 

Section C added two more rooms, one up and one down. Although modern panelling 
covers the corner posts and plates their outline can be clearly seen in both the upper 
and lower levels of section C. The post visible in the north east corner of the first 
floor is clearly a rough hewn piece. Mrs. Stearn recalls seeing the upper posts prior to 
renovation and that they were the same. In the lower room these posts are tapered by 
3 1/411 wide at the base and 2 3/4 11 at the top. The roof construction (mech. sawn materi­
als with cut nails) is the same as section B possibly suggesting a replacement roof 
incorporating both sections. There is a stove flue in the west gable end of section C, 
there is no basement and no known eveidence of an earlier chimney. 

Sections D and E were added in this century during the ownership of Mrs. Stearn's 
parents Charles and Helen Taylor. Section D was a kitchen that is still made distinctive 
by 3" wide butt joined horizontal wainscot below chair rail level. It is now a dining 
room with east being a more recent kitchen addition. 

(See Description continuation sheet #1) 
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This is one of maybe twelve buildings, most of them recordable, that help to define 
the crossroads village of Level, knowiearlier as Hopewell X-roads. It is a complex 
structure which has evolved_ in at least five stages. It is and has been a private 
dwelling although oral history supported by some physical evidence suggests that it was 
at least for a time in the late 19th century an inn. 

Its structural significance includes not only 18th century fabric in its oldest 
part but exposed post-and-beam framing in its early additions. 
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DESCRIPTION continuation sheet #1 

Like others encountered in Level Mrs. Harold Stearn is someone with a sense of place 
and time. Her snapshot albums are full of the poeple and events of this community and 
like the fragments of buildings that appear so often in those photographs the village 
of Level itself is a backdrop to the events of human lives. Although she is only in her 
fifties Mrs. Stearn has been watching Level all of that time, listening to its citizens, 
participating in its changes and developing a genuine appreciation for its specialness. 
Her albums and memories include the following topics: 

l. About ten years ago her mother, Mrs. Chas. A. Taylor was interviewed by The 
Record about the June 5, 1851 newspaper found in the walls of this house. ~ 

2. Photographs and memories of Asa A. Taylor and Sarah Levena Taylor her grandparents. 
They lived in the 18th century log house now owned by Harkins HA-1085. They came there in 
the early l920's after losing their farm to the A.P.G. That farm was called "Castle Crab". 

3. Photographs of the barn being moved from the firehouse site. 

4. Photographs of the Level store including one of its owner holding two of the 
biggest rockfish you can imagine. 

5. A photograph of the no longer extant outbuilding behind the Taylor home which 
prompts the recollection of "Chic the Tomato Pie". 

It is a frame and weatherboard building with a longitudinal plan and an unusually 
placed door. It is a standard size 2-1/2' X 6' door left (west) of center. One would 
guess this to be a carriage house if it had a larger door. According to Mrs. Stearn it 
was a storage building with a loft above where Chic the Tomato Pie stayed. 

No one knew where Chic came from or where he went most of the year but in Summer, 
when the tomatoes were "in", he would arrive. He picked tomatoes and he ate them along with 
the bread that was given him. The picker slept in the loft of this outbuilding and when the 
tomatoes were gone, so was Chic. 

Mrs. Stearn remembers seeing a photograph of him somewhere. 
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