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Annie M. Stearn House 
3707 Rock Run Road 
Havre de Grace, Md. 21078 

SUMMARY 

This 2-story, frame house was built in 2 sections: the 3 bay section on 
the West is older and may be log. Located right ~t the crossroads of Level, 
Annie Stearn's house along with Foard's Blacksmith shop is a landmark o~ the 
19th century Village known as Hopewell's Cross Roads. The shed northeast of 
the house was a cabinetmaker's and later a harness shop. At that time this 
intersection 1f the roads to Havre de Grace and Rock Run was a busy trading 
center, and although there is little corrmercial activity now, the village has 
remained relatively undisturbed. 
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CONDITION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Annie M. Stearn House 

This 2-story, 2-part frame clapboard-and perhaps part log-house is 
located on the south side of Rock Run Road, just east of the intersection 
with Old Level Road in Level. 

The present front facade faces north, although the south facade may have 
been the main one at one time, and the gable roof ridge1ine runs east-west. The 
oldest section, 3 bays wide and l room deep, measurfng 16 1 211 by 24 1 311 with a 
brick chimney in the west end, is on the east; it is said to be log and the width 
of the walls suggest that indeed it may be. The later (and lower) 2 bay by l bay 
section is 15 1 1011 X 16 1 211 on the west, with the north and south sides of both 
sections flush. The cornice of both sections is raked with exposed eaves, and 
there are wooden shingles in the west gable of the east section. Most windows 
have 6/6 sash, with 3/6 sash in the 2nd story of the east section and 6-light 
knee windows in the 2nd story of the west section. The south facade has wide plain 
window trim, the north facade has narrow beaded trim. A one-story shed-roofed 
porch with turned posts spans the south facade, where there are 3 entrances: in 
the westernmost bay of the west section and in the center and east bays of the 
east section. The entrance in the center bay of the north facade is sheltered by a 
one-bay, shed-roofed portico. A bulkhead in the east end provides access to the 
basement, which has full log joists and sill. 

The interior contains 2 rooms in the east section, with a winder staircase in 
the south-west corner and one room in the west section. There is a chimney and stove 
flue in the west wall of the east section. 

Northeast of the house is a frame shed, once a cabinetmaker's, then a harness 
shop. Measuring 16 1611 by 26 1 611

, the 2-story gable-roofed shed has a 1-story 81 by 
16 1 811 shed-roofed lean-to on the south side. The shed has a hewn post and beam pegged 
frame and tree rafters pegged together. Originally open to the roof, a second floor 
and staircase were recently installed. Several curious features that should be 
noted are: the row of closely-spaced square and round pegs in one of the joists, 
the intermittent, but regular-sized holes in the vertical board exterior sheathing; 
and the pintel hinges and wrought latch on the west entrance, probably made in 
Foard's blacksmith shop across the road. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The eastern section perhaps log,of this 2 part house may date from before 1858, 
although historical research is indefinite. The 1858 Jennings and Herrick Map indicates 2 
structures near this location - one belonging to Gallion, the other to Mitchell. The 
1878 Martinet's Map, crowded with names around the cross roads, may indicate the presence 
of J. Bowman here. The title search cannot trace the land before 1888 when James Bowman 
was involved in an equity dispute involving Henry Bowman's estate1(will dated 1871) and 
is indicated as buying and selling a number of lots around Level. 

The advertisement in the Harford Democrat on July 9, 1859, for William S. Bowman's 
Cabinet Making and Undertaking Enterprise, which was probably housed in the shed, in­
fonns "his friends and the public generally that he is now prepared for manufacturing 
all articles in the above line at Hopewell Cross Roads, Harford County, and would respect­
fully solicit the patronage of the corrrnunity. He will manufacture to order bureaus, 
Beadsteads (sic), wash stands, work stands, tables, cradles and c ••. particularly 
attended to, coffins of all kinds, furnished to good order, walnut, mahogany, cherry, 
poplar, and c •.. 11 

In 1889! the lot ~as s?ld to Rachel L. Rogers2, and from 1903 until 1914 it belonged 
to Jon. Sheridan and his heirs. The house was purchased in 1916 by Luther and Annie 
Stearn and is still the residence of Annie Stearn.j 

Along with Foard's Blacksmith Shop and Bradfield's store, the Annie Stearn house is 
a Landmark of turn of the century Level. The crossroads (known as Hopewell X Roads) at 
Level w~ere the road to Havre de Grace and to Rock Run intersect was a busy commercial 
cen~e~ in the second half of the 19th century. Although there is little corrrnercial 
act~vity there now, Level has retained a strong identity as a Village and remains much 
as it was at the beginning of the twentieth century. 

1. Equity Case #3751 
2. Liber 62, Folio 529 
3. Liber 150, Folio 343 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Land, will, and equity records of Harford County 
1858 Jenninqs and Herrick Map 
1878 Martenet 1 s Map 
Interview with Annie Stearn July, 1980 
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Natalie Shivers 
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Harford County Department of Planning and Zoning 8/80 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

45 South Main Street 
c:Ty OR TOWN STillH 

Bel Air, Maryland 21014 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be fc~~d in the 
A.::1:-,otated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Se.:tion l81 KA, 
2-974 Supple:::nent. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute ar.y infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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