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_ FAIR 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This L shaped , rubole utone house is loca'teci on the north side ol' Sandy Hook 
Road . It consists of two units , the larger of which faces south. St . Oiner ' s 
Branch runs through this property. 

F..ach unit is two stories tall . Each has large , plain quoins and stone lintels. 
The roof on each unit is gable flank and covered with slate shingles . Eaves ure 
wide and rRfter ends are visible . 

The main unit of this house faces south and is five bays by two. Windows are 
six lights over six with unusually large panes of glass - approximately 1011 x 15"· 
The principle entrance is in the center bay of the south facade . This consists 
of double hung doors with moulded panels . A four 1ight transom is nbove thio entrance . 
A porch on this facade covers the three middle bays. This is not original and has 
a flagstone e!fect . The roof is flat . The four columns are square and have 
ornamental brackets. 

The north facade is partially covered by the smaller unit . A door is at the 
center of this facade . One window is located near the center of the west room . 

Two windows on the east facade have been closed up. One is located on the 
first elevation at the south bay and the other is directly above it on the 
second noor . 

There are no windows on either the fi rst or second elevation of the west 
facade . Both gable ends do have six light , casement windows at the attic eleva
tion . A corbeled brick chimney is located at each inside gable end of this Wlit . 
A stone entrance to the cellar is located on the northwest corner . 

Inside, this unit has wall cornices throu~h out the first elevation . Slate 
window sills are new replacements . Floors arc replaced . The fireplace in tho 
east room is newly faced with brick . It has Roman doric colonettes above and below 
the main mantle shelf. A mirror is built in. A lnrge closet has been added to 
the southeast area of the east wall. This covers up the window mentioned previously . 

The wide through- hall has a stairway in the northeast corner . This has a 
massive turned newel post , turned balusters , and a beautifully rounded handrail . 
The string is beaded . 

There are two rooms on the second elevation as well as on the attic level. 
The basement Wlder this unit has a stone fireplace on the east wall . This fireplace , 
which until quite recently had been closed up, has a large , stone arch . There 
are pegged beams in the cellar . The basement has an outside entrance . A cement 
floor has been poured . 

The t~o story unit loc~ted on the north side of the ln..rGe unit is two stories 
high nnd three bays long . This unit faces west and han its principle entrance 
in the center bay of the went facade . Windows flanking this door are six lights 
over six. 'T'wo windnws are locn.t<'!d on U1P 1>.1:u:d: facade . These are nine lights over 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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This stone house is located on the north side of Sandy Hook Road in what is 
now Forest Hill. The house is built in two parts, the larger of which appears to 
date to apnroximately 1830. The smaller kitchen wing appears to be much older. 

The tract on which this house stands is known as St. Omer's and it was surveyed 
for Benjamin \'/heeler in 1727. Many tales and legends have come out of this area 
concerning the house in question and the unusual tract name. In his book, St. 
Ignatius, -Hickorv, and Its Missions, Clarence V. Joerndt refers to a conver~ion 
he had had 1'rith Ch3rles W. Poole, a resident of that area. "Mr. Poole was born and 
reared in Hickory and now resides on his farm which is within short walking distance 
of Sandy Hook Road and St. Orner's. During his early youth one of his grandfathers 
~old him it ·,ms his information furnished by elders that stones from that building 
ere used in the construction of a home that is off Sandy Hook Road and fronts on 

the little stre'JJTJ of St. Omer's •••" Joerndt interprets the word Monastery 
as "mass house." The religious connection is further suggested by the tract name. 
Many Jesuits had been educated at St. Orner's, Flanders, where the English Jesuits 
had conducted a house-of-study for years after England became protestant. The 
Wheeler family had lon~ been associated with the Roman Catholic Church and it is 
possible Benjamin Wheeler named the property St. Orner's to commemorate the Flemish 
school. 

The tract, located in Spesutia Upper Hundred, is not listed by name among 
Benjamin ',/he,~ler' s holdings at the time of the 1798 Federal Tax Assessment. Wheeler 
owned 920 acres, 19 slaves, a house and many out buildings, but nothing that matches 
the measurements of the house in auestion. Neither does it match the description 
of any buildings listed on Benjamin Green's property on the 1314 Tax List. -

The kitchen unit is of simnle design: one room on each floor with a winding 
stair and a large fireplace. It is possible that the unit may have not even been 
assessed for tax purposes in 1798 and the 1814 tax information is sketchy, to say 
the least. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
1783 Maryland Tax List 
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CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSAR.Y 

[[!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 112. 53 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

This property is bounded on the east by Sandy Hook Road; on the south by the 
property of C. '.·i. Poole; and on the north b;v Deer Creek. St. Omer' s Stream dissects 
the property. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Susan M. Deeney. Field Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

Historic District Commission 
STREET & NUMBER 

45 South Main Street 
CITY OR TOWN 

Bel Air, 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

DATE 

1/78 
TELEPHONE 

838-6000, ext. 207 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS• 1108 



Description continued 

six. 

Inside , the first floor of this unit is u modern kitchen. Crown 
moulding is 'le' , floors are replaced . A fireplace on the north is quite 
old , howevi:r , ana ··•pears to have been used for cooking. The mantle shelf 
has bed mouldings . The end blocks have a carved herringbone pattern 
while the centr.,l t·lblet has vert:i cal scoring . This is carrien through on 
the nrchitrave . 

A beaded , board and batten door to the east of the fireplace is the 
entrance to the cellar . Next to that is the stairway to the second floor . 
The winding st~ir is very narrow and continues up to the attic which has 
recently been completely finished . Ceilings are much lower in this unit 
th~n i n the larger unit . 

The cellar of this unit h;i.d been quite shallow and was rP.cently m::i.de 
approximately 3 feet deeper . A cement floor has been poured . There is 
a fireplace support on the north wall . 
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1018 397 
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Title Search 

12/3/1976 

195~ 
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1/2/1920 

=>/20/1918 

9/30/1912 
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l0/5/189; 

5/9/1885 

Gran tor : 
Grnntee : 
Acreage : 

Rebecca C. Boyd 
Stephen E. ~uick 
117 .53 acres 11St . Qner ' s '' 

Urantor: Virginia R. Topping, Margaret 
L. Kerr and Milton R. Walker 

Grantee : Rebecca C. Boyd and Henry C. Boyd , 
husband , deceased 

Acreage: 189 acres "St . Omer ' s" 

Grantor : ·~il ton R. 'alker and Last Will and 
Testament of Jettie •nlin 

Gr.:mtee : "I, Jettie Poplin, bequeth all my 
land to oy c"' i ld: en ••• " 

Acreage : 189 acres more or less 

Gran tor : l'yler W. \Jilson and /\Ima S. Wilson, 
his wife , et al 

Grantee : Samuel D. Poplin , deceased and Jettie 
Poplin , his wife 

Grantor : Cecil E. Lloyd and wife 
Grantee : 'l.'ylcr W. ~lilson an cl ,James P . \/ills 

Grantor : J . Ford Dorrance and •.o1ife , of Phila
delphia 

Grantee : Cecil E. Lloyd 
Acreage : 189 acres including buildings "St . Qner" 

Grantor : Joseph T. Hoopes and wife 
Grantee : J . Ford Dorrence and wife 
Acreage: 189 acres more or less 

Grantor: Dora Hoopes , Exec ., and David 
Hoopes 

Grantee : Joseph T. Hoopes ::tnd wife as joint 
tenants 

Acreage : ~08 acres 

Gr~tor : Dnrlington Hoopes and Rachel , his wife 
Grantee: David Hoopes 



ALJ 54 37 4/8/1883 Gran tor: Heirs of Samuel M. Ady 
Grantee: Darlington and Rachel Hoopes 
Acreaye: 208 acres with buildings 

47 73 ll/6/1882 Gran tor : Darlington and Rachel Hoops 
Grantee : Isabel E. Ady 
Acreage : 208 acres more or less "St . Omer ' s 

Valley" 

ALJ 35 41 4/4/1877 Gran tor : Stevenson Archer , Trustee 
Grantee: Samuel M. Ady 
Acreage : 208 acres 

AW 35 41 4/L~/1877 Grantor : Henry D. Farnandis , Trustee 
Grantee: Darlington Hoopes 

ALJ 5 386 3/26/1855 Grantor : James Hean and Stephen Raphel 
Grantee : Bartholomew Corrigan and Hugh Corrigan 

and heirs 
Acreage : 208 acres more or less "St . Omer' s'' 

HD 24 294 12/8/184o Gran tor : Mary F. Greme 
Grantee: Samuel Smith 

HD 11 507 12/18/1828 Grantor: Augustus L. Greme 
Grantee: Mary F. Greme ,,,,..... 

HD I 8? 10/18/1817 Granter : Benjamin Green 
Grantee: Augustus L. Greme 

HD u 96 3/29/18o2 Gran tor: Partition of the Estate of Benjamin 
Wheeler , deceased 

Grantee: Benjamin Green 
Acreage : Lot #1, 353 acres more or less 

- ----------------
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INVENT ORY NO. 

DATE: 

ELECTION DISTRICT 

TAX MAP NO. 

I""' RE MODELING : Drastic, moderate, minor PARCEL NO. 

NAME OF PROPERTY: S+ • 0 ~ '~ _d o..tvro, 
' 

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: --------------------
0 IRE CT ION DWELLING FACES: . 

NAME OF OWNER:-------=~_..,.~_...,,,....._.__,~-----~--s-r+h Qy I (_IC.. ohlJ~ lt~<t -
ADDRESS: i-7b (o ~J·iHook ta G.7 ~ -

/ 

'l L <'( 2-

Lf l 0 0 

toce.si H,\} I V\1) 
cxr7.J:Jv . I 

1' STORIES: 1[ ] 2[x] 3[ ] 4( ] S[ ] 6 [ ] BAYS: 

~~~ ~l-~fi=l 
v .. t 

~',.. .. _ t 
~l_ ~~ 

WINGS, ADDITIONS: 

WALL CONSTRUCT! ON: . 1: J ~/'· 
. . '-j~;ocJ 

[] FRAME: Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten(type?) 
[ ] BRICK: Bond type-~ English, Flemish. Sketch variant 
[] STONE: Bond type~ubble,"'1shlar (random or regular),~n~-plain rusticated 
[] LOG -. v~ 

WALL FEATURES: BELT COURSE, PILASTERS, OTHERS 
FOUNDATIONS: HIGH, LOW, BRICK, STONE 
WATER TABLE: NONE, PLAIN, BEVELED, MOULDED BRICK ,k"'(11~~ 

( e~~" 
WINDOWS, TRIM, SHUTTERS: 1/1( ] 2/2( ] 6/6(~] 9/6[~] 9/9( ] other[ ] 

pegged[ ] nailed[ ] wide[ ] narrow[ ] 
original[ ] replaced[ ] 

ENTRANCE, DOORS: LOCATION:,/ ;<;, J:i, ~:,[,, '-' .._c, l:.,..,.,i • il•-u./4 k')- ,..,_.,,j),J 
HARDWARE: ~ ( J rep 1 aced ( :; ) 
FAN LIGHT, c ~~N~SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN 

\>; \!)(.; I LI "J1~i. I ~(I.,~ \;\ '"''''..;· ...... '-VI CORNICE, BARGE, EAVES: ,c:::i r ~ 
original[ ] replaced[ ] 

ROOF: GABLE FRONT ,~LE FL~ H~NSARD, FLAT, DORMERS 
MATERIAL: wood shin~es,rs1ate1 tin, asphalt original[] replaced[ ] 

PORCHES: SHAPE ..... 0r"'1iooF'~-~h~df }""~~;;( J gab le[ J 

CHIMNEYS: NUMBER ...] BRICK[><] STONE[ ] CORBELED[x] original[ ] replaced[] 
LOCATION: r .;I, ' ,4 Lv--<..-vf: 

ARCHES: 

COMMENTS; 1. I< 
ul.. LIN IC ..) v'., ..,-c 



\ - ~ 



HA- q<,5 

St. Omer·~ l=<l..rm 

,,/...,6/ 

/ 

.,, 0 

0 ' ., ~ 
" ,. 1' ... 

0 "-., 
-< ~ 

' • (1j 

~ 

l 

• • • • 



c. 

l \ 

I • \ 

• •• • 465' 
·.···.: 

· 1 , ) 

CREEK ~ , , 
- ~ ,,.... . Sandy H '" ·.-

,. 

:' 

I 

l 
. ~1 
l 
\ 
~ 

'St.I At r Q va.dr °"' i (<./ 
MD 
7. 5 ,LA.1 tJU.t v Svz.i~ 

\ . 
. \ 

f 

' ~ 





St. Qner's Farm 
Forest Hill, Md. 
Susan M. Deeney 
1/78 
Southeast 
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Forest Hill , MD 21050 
Susan M. Deeney 
1/78 
West 


