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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This L shaped, rubble stone house is located on the north side of Sandy Hook
Road. It consists of two units, the larger of which faces south. St. Omer's
Branch runs through this property.

Fach wmit is two stories tall. Bach has large, plain quoins and stone lintels.,
The roof on each unit is gable flank and covered with slate shingles. Raves are
wide and rafter ends are visible.

The main unit of this house faces south and is five bays by two. Windows are
six lights over six with unusually large panes of glass - approximately 10" x 15",
The principle entrance is in the center bay of the south facade. This consists
of double hung doors with moulded panels. A four light transom is above this entrance.
A porch on this facade covers the three middle bays. This is not original and has
a flagstone effect. The roof is flat. The four columns are square and have
ornamental brackets.

The north facade is partially covered by the smaller unit. A door is at the
center of this facade. One window is located near the center of the west room.

Two windows on the east facade have been closed up. One is located on the
first elevation at the south bay and the other is directly above it on the
second floor. -

There are no windows on either the first or second elevation of the west
facade. Both gable ends do have six light, casement windows at the attic eleva-
tion. A corbeled brick chimney is located at each inside gable end of this unit.
A stone entrance to the cellar is located on the northwest corner.

Inside, this unit has wall cornices through out the first elevation. Slate
window sills are new replacements. Floors are replaced. The fireplace in the
east room is newly faced with brick. It has Roman doric colonettes above and below
the main mantle shelf. A mirror is built in. A large closet has been added to
the southeast area of the east wall. This covers up the window mentioned previously.

The wide through-hall has a stairway in the northeast corner. This has a
massive turned newel post, turned balusters, and a beautifully rounded handrail.
The string is beaded.

There are two rooms on the second elevation as well as on the attic level. .
The basement under this unit has a stone fireplace on the east wall. This fireplace,
which until guite recently had been closed up, has a large, stone arch. There
are pegged beams in the cellar. The basement has an outside entrance. A cement
floor has been poured.

The two story unit located on the north side of the large unit is two stories
high and three bays long. This unit faces west and has its principle entrance
in the center bay of the west facade. Windows flanking this door are six lights &
over six. Two windows are located on the east facade. These are nine lights over
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This stone house is located on the north side of Sandy Hook Road in what is
now Forest Hill. The house is built in two parts, the larger of which appears to
date to approximately 1830. The smaller kitchen wing appears to be much older.

The tract on which this house stands is known as St. Omer's and it was surveyed
for Benjamin Wheeler in 1727. Many tales and legends have come out of this area
concerning the house in question and the unusual tract name. 1In his book, St.
Ignatius, Hickorv, and Its Missions, Clarence V. Joerndt refers to a conversation
he had had with Charles W. Poole, a resident of that area. '"Mr. Poole was born and
reared in Hickory and now resides on his farm which is within short walking distance
of Sandy Hook Road and St. Omer's. During his early youth one of his grandfathers
*0ld him it was his information furnished by elders that stones from that building

ere used in the construction of a home that is off Sandy Hook Road and fronts on
the little stream of St. Omer's ..." Joerndt interprets the word Monastery
as '"'mass house." The religious connection is further suggested by the tract name.
Many Jesuits had been educated at St. Omer's, Flanders, where the English Jesuits
had conducted a house-of-study for years after England became protestant. The
Wheeler family had lolsg been associated with the Roman Catholic Church and it is
possible Benjamin Wheeler named the property St. Omer's to commemorate the Flemish
school.

The tract, located in Spesutia Upper Hundred, is not listed by name among
Benjamin “hezler's holdings at the time of the 1798 Federal Tax Assessment. Wheeler
owned 920 acres, 19 slaves, a house and many out buildings, but nothing that matches
the measurements of the house in question. Neither does it match the description
of any buildings listed on Benjamin Green's property on the 1814 Tax List.

The kitchen unit is of simple design: one room on each floor with a winding
stalr and a large fireplace. It is possible that the unit may have not even been
assessed for tax purposes in 1798 and the 1814 tax information is sketchy, to say
the least.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _ 117,53 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

This property is bounded on the east by Sandy Hook Road; on the south by the
property of C.W. Poole; and on the north by Deer Creek. St. Omer's Stream dissects

the property.
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Susan M. Deeney, Field Historian

ORGANIZATION DATE

Historic District Commission 1/78
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45 South Main Street 338-60Q0, ext. 207
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Bel Air, Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PsS. 1103



Description continued
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Inside, the first floor of this unit is a modern kitchen. Crown
moulding is new, floors are replaced. A fireplace on the north is quite
old, however, and appears to have been used for cooking. The mantle shelf
has bed mouldings. The end blocks have a carved herringbone pattern
while the central tablet has vertical scoring. This is carried through on
the architrave.

A beaded, board and batten door to the east of the fireplace is the
entrance to the cellar. Next to that is the stairway to the second floor.
The winding stair is very narrow and continues up to the attic which has
recently been completely finished. Ceilings are much lower in this unit
than in the larger unit.

The cellar of this unit had been guite shallow and was recently made
approximately 5 feet deeper. A cement floor has been poured. There is
a fireplace support on the north wall,
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