
HA-966 

Edmund Hoopes House; Woodside 
2603 Hoopes Road 
vicinity of Forest Hill 

ca 1853-1855 

The Edmund Hoopes House is locally significant as the homestead 
of the Hoopes family, the owners and operators of a grist and saw 
mill which stood on the banks of St. Omer's Branch across Hoopes 
Road west of the house. The Hoopes family were also prominent in 
the development of Jersey cattle breeding stock, fruit orchards, 
and other agricultural endeavors. 
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II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

~GOOD 
_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

h /, . / ( 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Edmund Hoopes House is a two story stone house built ca. 1853 - 1855 
which is located on the east side of Hoopes Road about 1/4 mile north of 
the intersection of Gibson Road in Harford County, Maryland. The site 
consists of a main house, oriented northwest toward Hoopes Road, a carriage 
house behind the main house, a frame bank barn north of the house, and 
several fieldstone walls apparently contemporary with the rest of the 
complex. 

The main house has a three-bay main elevation on the northwest with a center 
entry and center hall plan. A one story shed porch with scroll-sawn 
brackets shelters the entry. Stone steps at the end of the porch replace 
the original wood flight which was located at the center of the porch. 
The porch now has a plain balustrade across its length. The fenestration 
is 6/6 with some storm windows in place. The main entrance has a four
light transom. The gable ends of the house have two bays with two small 
square attic-level windows in addition to 6/6 windows on both lower floors. 
A cellar bulkhead entrance projects from the north gable end. At the rear 
of the house is a flat roofed summer kitchen and washhouse now connected 
to the house by a lean-to addition. A shed entry porch over the rear 
entrance to the main house fills in the angle between house and summer 
kitchen. The interior end chimneys are brick and the gable roof is slar 0

, 

A date stone reading "1853" or "1855" is located in the north gable enc 

About 25 feet east of the house is the frame carriage house. The board 
and batten siding has been much altered by the addition of windows and 
transoms on the south elevation. The carriage stall is open and the tack 
and tcoi rooms have been changed tQ other uses over the yearR., most recently 
to acc~mmo~~te a woodworking shop. 

The frame barn is located about 75 yards north of the house. The base of 
the building is stone with an upper structure of vertical siding over 
frame. A concrete block extension is attached to a frame addition on the 
northwest corner. The upper structure and the extension apparently were 
rebuilt after a 1919 fire. 

Several fieldstone walls are located near the main house and on the west 
side of Hoopes Road. These are apparently contemporary with the buildings 
on the farm. The walls on the west side of Hoopes Road are somewhat 
unusual for the large granite boulders on the top level of the wall. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

·PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

REHISTORIC _ __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGIOfl. 
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_INVENTION local history 

SPECIFIC DATES ca. 1853-1855 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Edmund Hoopes House is locally significant as the homestead of the 
Hoopes family, the owners and operators of a grist and saw mill which 
stood on the banks of St. Omer's Branch across Hoopes Road west of the 
house. The Hoopes family were also prominent in the development of Jersey 
cattle breeding stock, fruit orchards, and other agricultural endeavors. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT: 

The farm on which the Edmund Hoopes House stands was acquired by the 
Hoopes family through the marriage of Edmund Hoopes of Chester County, 
Pennsylvania to Phoebe Trimble, daughter of Joseph Trimble, who owned 
three farms in the St. Omer's Branch valley. The three were named Sunny-

de (Trimble's main residence), Woodside, and the Michael Place. The 
.ree properties comprised a tract of about 500 acres. Trimble had 

acquired the land in 1825 by purchase from Daniel Clark. The original 
survey was Wheeler and Clark's Contrivance. 

Edmund Hoopes' brothers Darlington and William married sisters of Phoebe 
Trimble Hoopes and through them acqu~red po~~essi-0n of the Su~nyside Farm 
(Darlington and Rachel Hoopes) and the Michael Place (William and Elizabeth 
Hoopes). Joseph Trimble continued to live at Sunnyside until his death 
at the age of 98 in 1870. 

Edmund Hoopes built the stone house about 1853-1855. The datestone appears 
to read 1853, but the Hoopes geneaologist Charles P. Polk says the stone 
reads "E & PTH 1855. 11 Edmund and his brother Darlington built and operated 
a grist mill and saw mill on St. Omer's Branch. A sorghum mill also 
operated in the saw mill building. 

Edmund Hoopes died in 1863 and his widow sold Woodside to her nephew, 
Joseph Trimble Hoopes, Darlington's son, in 1875. Joseph Hoopes and his 
family with his parents occupied Woodside after 1875. During this period, 
Darlington Hoopes achieved prominence as the "minister" of Little Falls 
Friends Meeting. Walter Preston, in his History of Harford County (1901), 
said of Darlington Hoopes, ". (his) plain, simple and earnest pleading 
of the cause of truth as he saw it, coupled with an unspotted life, still 
keeps his memory green among those who came within his influence." 

-Continued-
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HA-966 
Fdmund Hoopes House; Woodside 

STORY AND SUPPORT - Continued 

In 1891, Joseph Hoopes bought St. Omer's Farm (HA-965) from his brother 
David and farmed it as well as Woodside. Darlington Hoopes had already 
given Sunnyside to their sister, Anna T. Hoopes. Joseph Hoopes was one of 
the earliest Jersey cattle breeders in the country, having bought his first 
Jersey in 1880. In time, his herd at Woodside became one of the largest 
in the county and won many agricultural prizes. Charles Polk states Hoopes 
built the first silos in the state when there were only three in the entire 
country. He also operated a dairy from Woodside. The barn at Woodside 
burned in 1919, destroying the dairy, its machinery, and wiping out the 
dairy herd and several horses. Joseph moved to Chestertown, leaving the 
farm in the charge of his son Wilmer. In 1923, Wilmer Hoopes bought Wood
side from his father's estate, retaining possession until his retirement 
in 1951. 

Addendum: J. T. Hoopes' silo may not have been the first in Maryland. 
'tn 1887 Henry Alvord noted that (Francis) Morris (of Maryland) was the 
first person in the United States to build silos (ca. 1876-77) and make 
ensilage for cattle food, implying that Morris inaugurated the practice 
among farmers as distinct from research scientists."--Allen G. Noble, 
"The Diffusion of Silos," Landscape (1981), Vol. 25, No. 1, p.11-12. 

Note: This form consolidates original survey numbers HA-966, 967 (Carriage 
House), 968 (Stone Wall), 969 (Tenant House). 
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