
HA-980 
Grandview Farm 
2665 Conowingo Road 
Bel Air vicinity 

Main House c. 1930 
Outbuildings mid to late 

19 century 

Grandview Farm is locally important as the homestead of John Wheeler 
(1630-1693). The farm was originally patented in a 1,000 acre tract 
called Wheeler and Clark's Contrivance. The current main house dates 
from the 1930's and the major outbuildings from the mid or late 19th 
century. Gustave Fritz acquired the farm in 1842 from Milton Street 
and his family retained the farm into the second quarter of the 20th 
century, building the present house on the site of a previous house 
which burned. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Grandview Farm consists of a stuccoed stone house of two stories, a 
stuccoed stone dairy near the house, a frame bank barn, a frame carriage 
house/garage, and a frame tenant house with shingled exterior. The complex 
is located on the east side of Conowingo Road (U.S. Rt. 1) near the inter
section of Forge Hill Road about one-half mile south of the village of 
Kalmia, Harford County, Maryland. 

The main house is a five-bay gable roofed building erected in the 1930's. 
The main section has brick exterior chimneys at each gable end. A one
story wing extends north of the main section. The center entry faces 
west toward Conowingo Road. The doorway has a "tabernacle" frame with a 
semi-circular wood fan and sidelights sheltered by a slightly projecting 
pediment with engaged Tuscan columns. The windows in the first floor are 
6/6 sliding sash with storm windows. The second floor has three bays 
with the outer bays having tripartite, center dominant windows. All 
windows have louvred wood shutters. The first floor windows have paneled 
dadoes. The main section roof is slate; the one-story wing has a compo
sition roof. An entry porch gives access to the main section on the east. 
The wing has a covered porch with a flagstone terrace. A swimming pool 
is located at the rear of the house. 

A small stuccoed stone dairy with a raised brick foundation and a gabl 
slate roof is located about 20 feet southeast of the house. This building 
may pre-date the house, as it appears similar to other such structures on 
farms dating from the mid 19th century. 

A frame bank barn stands about 50 yards south of the house. The barn has 
board and batten siding and a stone foundation with a corrugated metal 
roof. Like the dairy, the barn probably is older than the house. 

A frame carriage house with a garage extension stands southeast of the 
house along the extended driveway leading from Conowingo Road. The former 
carriage house has a stone foundation with aluminum siding, possibly cover
ing the original exterior siding. The building has a corrugated metal 
roof. A concrete block garage extension and shed is attached to the east 
side of the carriage house. 

A frame tenant house is located about 100 yards southeast of the main 
house. This house is two stories with a three bay, center entry main 
elevation facing north. The gable ends have one bay. A two story wing 
extends south from the main section and a one-story shed addition fills in 
the angle between main section and wing. The foundation is concrete block 
and the roof is composition. The exterior is wood shingles. A one-story 
shed porch extends across the main elevation. The porch roof is supported 
by square posts and a plain balustrade. A central brick chimney rises from 
the roof of the main section and an exterior concrete block chimney is 
located at the south end of the wing. A bulkhead cellar entrance pro~ ~s 

from the east end of the main section. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 
late 19th century 

local history 

Grandview Farm is locally important as the homestead of John Wheeler 
(1630-1693). The farm was originally patented in a 1,000 acre tract 
called Wheeler and Clark's Contrivance. The current main house dates 
from the 1930's and the major outbuildings from the mid or late 19th 
century. Gustave Fritz acquired the farm in 1842 from Milton Street 
and his family retained the farm into the second quarter of the 20th 
century, building the present house on the site of a previous house 
which burned. 
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Letter from Clarence V. Joerndt, Bel Air, December 28, 1971, in 
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