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St. Pauls’ 1883

‘Poplar Springs

Private

Constructed-in 1751 as a church of log forty feet long and twenty-
four feet wide, St. Pauls' served western Howard County as a Chapel
of Ease for Christ Church, Queen Caroline Parish.

In 18823 the present one story frame church was constructed in the
simple Gothi¢ style. Its high pitched gable roof and bell tower
raising from'a pyramidal base and springing from the gabled roof

entrance porth lends interest as well as a vertical element to an

otherwise ' simple frame structure.
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CONDITION

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT # 4D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

St. Paul's is located 3/10 of a mile west of the intersection of Q1d
Frederick Road and Watersville Road west of Route 40.

It is a one bay wide, four bays long high pitched gable roofed Gothic
white frame church very similar in character to St. Marks with its green
shutters decorating the Gothic windows of the nave.

A gabled roof covers the enclosed entrance porch located on the north.
It holds a rectangular double entrance door with Gothic arched transom
holding three lites.

A double-hung Gothic window with one-over-one lites is located on the
east and west walls of the north porch, which is approached by a cement
stoop with two stairs flanked by a wrought iron railing. A gambrel roof is
placed flush with the apex of the steeply pitched gable of the porch and
forms the base for a square frame bell tower whose north wall contains a
double-hung Gothic window with four-over-four lights, surmounted by a
quatre foil enclosed in a frame circle.

A wooden framed cupola consisting of an open Roman arch decorated with
pilasters and keystone on each of four sides enclosed by a wooden ballustrade
is supported by four square columns.

A shag tent roof decorated with a wooden cross crowns the cupola.
The nave consists of four bays holding leaden paned windows.

An east wing of four bays wide and two bays deep is used as a Sunday
School. Its north wall holds a retangular entrance in the second east bay.

A south wing has been added a bit Tower in height than the original
nave and used for the sacristy. Its steeply pitched gable broaches and fits
into the south wall of the nave.

Its west wall holdSa double-hung Gothic window with two-over-two lites
decorated with a south green shutter. A cinder block chimney is located on
the south wall east of center. A stone foundation is clearly discernible
from this elevation.

The gabled roof cinder block east wing Sunday School addition intersects
with the high pitched gable roof of the sacristy and the first south bay of
the east wall of the nave.

Its south wall holds three casement windows with three-three lites
separated and surmounted by three lites. A rectangular entrance door is
located on the west bay of this south wall and has a plastic shed roof cover
and a wrought iron railing. Three concrete steps on the west ascend to a
cement stoop.

A ret¢angular basement door with four lites = covered by a plastic
gambrel roof is located in the second west bay and approached by nine
idescending cement steps flanked by a cinder block wall decorated with
stretcher bricks and wrought iron railing.

Header brick sills are at all the windows of the east wing.

Three four lite rectangular cellar windows are located east of the base-
ment door and have deep cinder block wells decorated with stretcher bricks.
(continued)

335

SNOILONY¥LSNI



SEE INSTx {J CTIONS

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
{3 Pre-Columbian [ 16th Century {J 18th Century T 20th Century
(3 15th Century [ 17th Century X] 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [ Education O Political {3 Urban Planning
[] Prehistoric [ Engineering [ Religion/Phi. O3 Other (Specity)
[0 Historic [ Industry losophy

[ Agriculture [ Invention ] Science

[3 Architecture O Londscape O3 Sculpture

O Arnt Architecture O Social/Human-

[J Commerce [J Literoture itarian

[0 Communications [ Military 3 Theater

(] Conservation ) Music O Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

St. Paul's Episcopal Church at Poplar Springs is significant both for
its history and its architecture. It has roots in an earlier church con-
structed in 1751. The western members of the newly organized Queen Caroling
Parish found the 01d Brick Church a good ways to go. A vestry meeting at
Christ Church on May 1st, 1750 found the following members present:
Reverend James Macgill, Mr. John Dorsey, son of Edward, Mr. Basil Dorsey,
Mr. Cornell Howard, Mr. Henry Howard, Mr. Philemon Dorsey, Mr. Robert Davis
vestry men and Mr. John Hood, Church Warden. The following entry is noted:

“The vestry having been applied to by the inhabitants of the upper part
of the Parish, requesting that, as they lived too great a distance from
the church, a Chappel of Ease may be built in some place convenient to them|
the vestry, thinking the proposal reasonable, agreed to go and look out for
a place fit for it, and, after viewing several places, it was this day put
to vote where it should be built, and, by a majority of voices, it was
determined, to be at a place known by the name of Poplar Springs, on a tract
of Tand belonging to Levin Lawrence, upon which the vestry agreed to prefer
a petition to his Excellency and the Assembly for a law to levy a tax of
twelve pence per poll on each taxable inhabitant in the Parish yearly for
the next ensuing three years."l

On April 20th the vestry met at Poplar Springs and "agreed to give

Mr. Levin Lawrence fifty shillings for one acre, including the spring, on a
part of which acre they_proposed to build a chapel forty feet long and
twenty-four feet wide."

Architecturally St. Paul's is representative of the small
Gothic wood frame country church. Its high pitched gable roof
and its bell tower raising from a partially pyramidal base and
springing from the central gabled roof entrance porch lends
interest as well as a vertical element to an otherwise simple
gothic structure. Originally a church of log, the present
building is constructed of clapboard and dates from 1883.

Yyarfield, pp 432-3.
21bid.
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Warfield, J. D. Founders of Anne Arundel and Howard Counties.
Baltimore, 1973 p. 433

Interview with the Rev. Sivley, Rector of St. James and
St. Paul's. 829-0746 or 829-0325 '
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Ho-101

St. Paul's Episcopal Church - Description (Continued)

The east elevation of the east wing contains a cinder block central
chimney with a casement window on either side consisting of three-three
Tites surmounted by a two lite transom and decorated with a header brick
flat projective sill.

Two, two 1ite basement windows with stretcher brick sills are located
on the south side of the east wall chimney. A rectangular vent is Tocated
on either side of the chimney near the apex of the roof which runs east-
west.

The east wall of the nave holds three Gothic windows similar to those
four Tocated on the west wall.

A wrought iron light is located over the north doors of the nave and
Sunday School entrances.

Trees and shrubs decorate the grounds. A small playground is located
south of the church.
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