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The Charles Layton, Jr. Log Building 
Woodbine 
Private nineteenth century 

This log building faces west on the east side of St. Michael's 
Road at its intersection with Florence Road. It features a 
central east and west entrance with small six over-three light 
window north of the west entrance. The building has settled 
so that only half of the east entrance is seen. 

Built by the Bowman family, it was later used by the Pickett 
family who raised a family of five or six children in this 
log building. As they prospered a frame house was constructed 
north of the log house. 

This new house of the late nineteeth centnry saw additions in 
the first decade of the twentieth so that it-stands today _ 
as a three bay wide, one room deep, two story high, gabled 
roof (running north-scuth)frame house with two story high, 
intersecting gable roof (running east-west) Kitchen wing 
off the east wall of the house. 

A large 1903 barn, resting on a stone foundation, lies on 
the west side of St. Michael's Road with a century old log 
tobacco shed encased within an auxiliary farm building. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Charles Layton, .Jr. Log Building faces west on the east side of St. Michaels' 
Road at its intersection with Florence Road. Originally used as a residence, it 
was later used for a summer kitchen and presently is used for storage and is in 
fa i r to detel"i orated condition. 

It is a single room with loft above,gebled roof (running north-south) early nine
teenth century log structure. Its west elevation features a central batten wood 
door to whose northside rests a single, rectangular window with two-over-three 
lights which was originally a six-over-three light window. The hand hewn logs 
are overlaid at the corners and are filled with a composition of stone and mortar. 

The building has settled considerably on the east elevation where a central 
entrance is only half exposed. A wood shed off its north wall connects the log 
building to a batten wood, one story high, gabled roof (running east-west) structure. 
A central loft window with no sash is placed on the south elevation. 

North of the log building lies the house, built after the log cabin, sometime in 
the late nineteenth century. Initially it consisted of one room with second floor 
above. A living room was added to its north wall and a kitchen off the east wall 
of the living room some seventy years ago, circa 1910. 

Today the house faces west and is a three bay wide, one room deep, two story high, 
gabled roof (running north-south) frame structure with square brick chimney rising 
from the north wall of its original room, between the south and central bays. A 
two story high, two bay wide, one room deep, intersecting gable roof (running east
west) frame kitchen wing forms an "L" off the central andnorth bay of the buildings 
east wall. A square brick chimney is inset into the kitchen's -east· wall whose north 
.an~ south wa1ls ~old rectangular en~rances; that on the north is covered by a gabled 
roof portico; that on the south by a small second floor porch, linking a shed roofed 
addition to the soutrnwall of the kitchen wing, whose north elevation holds a first 
and second floor six-over-six light window with four light attic casement window 
above. 

The south elevation of the original part of the house holds a first and second floor, 
two-over-two light window with four light attic casement window above. and .a cellar 
door• inset into the stone foundation. Along the entire west elevation of the house 
is a one story high, shed roofed, open porch, supported by four square posts to 
which three wide steps lead. 

Northwest of the house on the west side of St. Michael's Road lies a large two story 
high frame barn, resting on a stone foundation. Just north east of the barn, on the 
same side of the road, is a century old log tobacco shed,from whose center grows a 

and around which has been constructed an auxilary frame building, resting on 
a stone foundation. 
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local history 

The Charles Layton, Jr. Log Building is significant architecturally and historically 
to Hat1ard County and the state of Maryland. 

Architecturally it is noteworthy as an example of a log dwelling house of the early 
nineteenth century which was inhabited by families who raised as man¥ as five and 
six children here. The rough hewn oak and chestnut logs were formed by hand and 
overlaid at the corners. Stones and a dried mud-like mortar form the chinking 
between the logs .. Though the building has settled to such an extent that its 
central east door is only half evident, the building is not beyond repair and is 
sti 11 in use for storage. 

The wide random width boards which form the lofts' floor can be seen as well as 
the rough hewn ceiling joists. The building h~s a central west entrance with two

,...... over-three light window, which originally held six-over-three lights. 

The work done in restoring old log buildings by several Howard Countians insures 
the feasibility of the restoration of this log dwelling house, whose association 
with the Pickett and Bowman families of H<Mard County give it historical as well 
as architectural signifigance. 

Not only the log house, but the adjoining residenEe of Mr. Layton, a late nineteenth cen
tury house with later additions, and the large frame barn built on a stone founda-
tion and the century old tobacco barn encased within an auxiliary building north 
east of the barn should be included in any recommendation, for inclusion to the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
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