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The Ellicott House 
Woodbine 
Private 

eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuri~s 

The Ellicott House faces south on the east side of Route 94, 
just nort.lh of its intersection with Annapolis Rock Road. It 
is a four bay wide, one room deep, two story high, gabled roof 
(rurming east-west) frame house resting on a stone foundation 
with wide brick chimneys inset into its east and west walls 
and a four bay wide, one room deep, two story high, intersecting 
gable (rmming north-south) log and frame north wing, in corp
orating a two century log house and creating an ''L" plan. 

A restored log cabin lies northeast of the house and a stone, 
gabled roof root cellar northwest, which may be the foundation 
for an earlier building. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Ellicott House faces south on the east side of Route 94, just north of its 
intersection with Annapolis Rock Road. It is a four bay wide, one room deep, 
two story high, gabled roof (running east-west) frame house resting on a stone 
foundation with wide brick chimneys inset into its east and west walls and a 
four bay wide, one room deep, two story high, intersecting gable (running north
south) log and frame north wing incorporating a two century log house and creat
i '.1g an 11 L11 plan. 

The m8in house faces south and has a rectangular open bible and cross paneled 
entrance door located in the second east bay of its south wall, whose frame si

. ding is proportionally scaled. The entrance is flanked by five vertical 
side lights and surmounted by a flat wooden lintel decorated with a row of 
denti ls and surmounted by a three light transom. 

The entrance is covered by a flat roofed portico, supported by two fluted 
columns, (originally four fluted columns) whose cornice is also decorated 
by a row of dentlls The roof slopes ever so slightly southward. Four 
second floor windows lie above, proportienally·s:caled and vertically·aligned 
tc the door and wir.c'r:>ws below. 

The east elevation of the house holds a first and second floor, rectangular 
double-hung window holding six-over-six lights. Two four light attic casement 
windo.-Js rest above. The west elevation holds two attic four light casement 
windows only. 

Off the east bey of the )ui lding's north well extends the north wing. The 
two west b?ys of this wall hold two first 2nd second floor rectangul?r double
hung windo.-Js with six-over-six lights. Asimilar hall window is located in 
the second east bay of this wall. 

The single east bay of this section of the house is decieving, for it is a 
very wide bay and holds the dining room located east of the hall, which 
is located in the second east bay. The hall appears, ho.-Jever, to be a 
central hall, flanked by the dining room on the east and the living room on 
the west. The floors of this section of the house are of heart wood 
Georgia pine and random width. The staircase in the hall features tapered 
curly maple spindles and a fine knewel post. The woodwork in the dining 
room and hall is composed simply of two flat pilasters and a flat lintel, 
with square corner decoration. This section of the house is believed to 
date from circa 1837. 

The living room features unusually fine woodwork and cro.-Jn molding. Window 
and door frames feature fluted pilasters and rosettes at each corner incased 
within a square, with paneling beneath the windows. The molding consists of 
a fluted wooden ceiling frame with similar rosettes at every corner of the 
room. An unusually fine plaster rosette is centered on the ceiling of the 
room. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE S8EET IF NECESSARY 
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The living room, dinning room and hall were contructed after the log house 
which is located in the two north bays of the north wing. Originally this 
log house, which featurers a wide stone cooking fire place on its south wall 
and a west entrance, now covered with a pediment, had only a loft above. 

Sometime after the main house was built and this log house was used as a 
kitchen, the connector was constructed to join the two buildings together. 
This connector is two bays wide, one room deep and two stories high. To 
tidy up the building~s roof line a full second floor and attic was then 
added to the original log house, whose east wall has been exposed on the 
interior. 

The log house now has a rectangular west door, surmounted by a pediment, 
with a west window, holding six-over-six lights just south of the entrance. 
Two similar second floor windows rest above the entrance door, on either 
side of it. Two six light attic windows are placed above. 

The north wall of the log house section holds a single first and second floor and 
attic window, similar to the others. Off the east wall of this log house 
was located a mud room which was made into a part of the log building's 
charming library-den. This one story high, shed roofed enclosure features 
a double window on its north wall and a tripatite windON on its east wall, 
each component holding a rectangular, double-hung window with six-over-six 
lights. Additional six light casement windows are located on the south 
wall of the mud room extension, south of the tripartite window. A pONder 
rQom is located in this extension. The south wall of the den's mud room 
section is taken up by a floor to ceiling bookcase. 

The east wall of the old log building has been opened up to the mud room 
so that only a small section on the north and south remain. These sections 
hONever, have been completely exposed to indicate the log construction. 
The remainder of the log structure has been paneled and a narrow enclosed 
ladder staircase, similar to those used on ships, has been installed along 
its north wa 11. 

The south door on the east side of the mammoth fireplace leads into the 
kitchen-dining nook connector. This section of the house features a 
first floor bay window on its west wall, covered by a simi-conical roof. 
The bay holds three six-over-six windows. Above rest two similar second 
floor windows. The east wall of this section features a four-over-four 
light staircase window above the kitchen entrance which opens on to a shed 
roofed, open porch extending along the kitchen's east wall. North of the 
kitchen door lies a rectangular, six-over-six light window. 

From the kitchen connector to the dinning room of the main house several 
steps are taken. The north wall of the kitchen features an exceptionally 
fine perpendicular wooden mantle with keystone. All the ceiling joists in 
this room have been exposed. 
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~he entire structure has been renovated and restored by Dr. and Mrs. Hugh 
deFries who have taken a lively interest in architectural integri.ty. 

North east of the house stands an old log building which was recently 
moved to this location and totally restored by the owners. Nortl-west 
of the house is the stone foundation of what may have been another 
dwelling. It is now covered by a gable roof and was used as a root cellar. 
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The Ellicott House is significant architecturally as an example of how HO##ard 
Countians added and incorporated later buildings into early log structures, as 
one of the few four bay wide-central I hall homes and for its outstanding in
terior woodwork. 

The one story high structure with loft faced west and later was raised to a second 
story when it was connected to the second structure built here; a four bay wide, 
two story high, gabled roof (running east-west) frame house, featuring a central 
hall ~nd staircase and flat· roofed portico. 

The connector was two stories high and the log house was raised to meet the same 
height and extend the intersecting gabled roof. Because the ceilings of the log 
house were lower and those of the connector higher, a third floor was added to 

~- the log house. 

Its architectural significance is furthur enhanced by it being one of the few, if 
only, four bay wide-central hall structures in Howard County. Houses are three 
bay wide or five bay wide but seldom four with a central hall. 

This hall features an exceptionally fine staircase with curly maple, tapered 
spindles, which points to the third architectural feature of the house, its 
exceptionally fine woodwork. This woodwork is most unusual in the living room 
and dining room of the house, off the hall. That of the living room is most un
usual!~· composed of squarely cut fluted pilasters decorating doors and windows 
and sim1 larly cut and fluted flat 1 intels. A f:rown molding of similar design 
runs around the entire living room ceiling. In addition, paneled sections lie 
beneath the four windows of the living room which also features an exceptionally 
fine mantle piece. 

The wood work and crown molding in the hall and dining room are simpler in design 
and as well executed as that found in the living room. 

An unusually fine perpendicular mantle with keystone is found in the connector
kitchen, whose rough hewn ceiling joists have been exposed to add charm as well 
as an architectural feature to this room. 

Historically the frame main section of the building, as it now stands,dates to 
1837,while the log section of the north wing could be as early as 1715. The 
farm was originally called "Big Meadow. It was the homestead of Basil Mullikin 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Duvall who married Belilah Duvall, of Phi lemon, of MontJomery County. Their 
daughter Kete, married in 1867 George Ellicott of the family who founded 
Ellicott City in Howard County. They had several children, one of whom 
married H. Lee Hoffman of Baltimore. Their son has written articles con
cerning the life and times of his family and of the old house, located im
mediately upon the Cat tail of the Patuxent. Of historic and architectural 
significance, the Ellicott House should be placed on the National Register· of 
Historic Sites. 
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CONTINUE ON SE~~TE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGEOFNOMINATEDPROPERTY 34.84 acres 

Please see Attachment 1, Tax Map 13, p. 116 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Please see Howard County Land Records, Liber 444 Folio 556 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE Maryland COUNTY Howard 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Cleora Barnes Thompson,Archivist 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Office of Planning &_Zoning-Comprehensive Planning Section 465-5000 x257 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

3450 Court House Dri~e 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Ellicott City Maryland 

The Maryland Hist.oric Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code o:~ Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The :~haw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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EXPLANATION 

Flo;xl bounr:aries were estimated from: 

-
Rc·gional stage-frec;ueacy rdations. 
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Ba!>e Ly U.S. Geologi::al Sc:r.·e:y 

1944 
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