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Richard Malone House 
8765 Frederick Road, Ellicott City 
Private 

Description: 
The Richard Malone House is a two-story, three-bay by one-bay frame structure with a rubble 
stone foundation, aluminum siding, and a gable roof with asphalt shingles and a northwest­
southeast ridge. There is an ell on the rear that is two stories and two bays by one bay, and has a 
shed roof. On the back of the ell is a one-story addition that is one bay by one bay, has a CMU 
foundation, and has a shed roof. The northeast elevation, on the first story, has a new door in the 
center and a three-bay, one-story porch with a shed roof that has asphalt shingles. The house has 
a single-pile, two-room plan with a lobby entrance and a lath and plaster partition wall that has a 
brick stove chimney in the middle of it. The west room has a straight run of stairs on the 
northwest wall, with a winder at the top. It has a closed stringer with square newel post and a 
board balustrade that extends from the floor to the handrail. The centers of the boards are cut out 
like a loop window (with a dog bone profile) above the stair tread height. The second story has a 
passage along the southwest wall of the main block, with a chamber at the southeast end and 
another on the northeast side. 

Significance: 
The Richard Malone House sits on part of a 1 Yz-acre parcel that was purchased by the Catholic 
Church in 1857. At that time it was adjacent to the St. Paul's Church graveyard, and the lot 
included "the house standing on it." The Church sold part of this land to Richard Malone in 
1902, but it is not known whether the house was included in the sale, or whether it even 
survived. The sale price of $850 for just over Yz acre suggests that there was some kind of 
improvement on the property. What little historic fabric is visible in the house appears to date 
from the late nineteenth century and suggests that the earlier house was replaced at that time, 
though, since there is little with which to date the building, it is also possible that Malone built 
the existing house to replace whatever was on the lot when he bought it. The house has a hall­
parlor plan with a lobby entry and a stove chimney in the center, a plan arrangement that became 
popular in the late nineteenth century here, especially for blue collar housing. The house was 
enlarged in the twentieth century with a two-story ell on the rear, and later with a one-story 
addition. The original stairway is built like a traditional boxed-in stair, but the boards are cut 
short of the ceiling to open it up, and are given decorative cut-outs. The house was demolished 
in September 2012 and replaced with a new house. 
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Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

Summary: 
The Richard Malone House is a two-story, three-bay by one-bay frame structure with a rubble stone 
foundation, aluminum siding, and a gable roof with asphalt shingles and a northwest-southeast ridge. 
There is an ell on the rear that is two stories and two bays by one bay, and has a shed roof. On the back 
of the ell is a one-story addition that is one bay by one bay, has a CMU foundation, and has a shed roof. 
The northeast elevation, on the first story, has a new door in the center and a three-bay, one-story porch 
with a shed roof that has asphalt shingles. The house has a single-pile, two-room plan with a lobby 
entrance and a lath and plaster partition wall that has a brick stove chimney in the middle of it. The west 
room has a straight run of stairs on the northwest wall, with a winder at the top. It has a closed stringer 
with square newel post and a board balustrade that extends from the floor to the handrail. The centers of 
the boards are cut out like a loop window (with a dog bone profile) above the stair tread height. The 
second story has a passage along the southwest wall of the main block, with a chamber at the southeast 
end and another on the northeast side. 

Description: 
The Richard Malone House is located at 8765 Frederick Road, on the southwest side of the road, near 
the west end of Ellicott City, in Howard County, Maryland. The house is set close to the road and faces 
northeast toward it. It is set on a flat site with a stream at the southwestern end of the property, with a 
hill containing a cemetery to the southwest of the stream. 

House, exterior 
The house is a two-story, three-bay by one-bay frame structure with a rubble stone foundation, 
aluminum siding, and a gable roof with asphalt shingles and a northwest-southeast ridge. There is an ell 
on the rear that is two stories and two bays by one bay, and has a shed roof. On the back of the ell is a 
one-story addition that is one bay by one bay, has a CMU foundation, and has a shed roof. 

The northeast elevation, on the first story, has a new door in the center and a new one-over-one sash to 
each side, all with head-cut trim. There is a three-bay, one-story porch with a shed roof that has asphalt 
shingles. It has a concrete deck, new posts and railings, and a plywood soffit. 

The northwest elevation of the main block has a one-over-one sash on both the first and second stories, 
and no opening in the gable end. The ell has a one-over-one sash on both the first and second stories, 
and the addition has a new door. 

The southwest elevation of the addition has a one-over-one sash on the first story. The second story of 
the ell has two one-over-one sash, and the window in the south bay is smaller than the typical windows. 
The main block south bay has a new one-over-one sash on both the first and second stories. 
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The southeast elevation of the ell has a wide, squat one-over-one sash on the first story and a typical new 
one-over-one sash on the second story. The main block has a new one-over-one sash on both the first 
and second stories, and no opening in the gable end. 

House, interior 
The house has a single-pile, two-room plan with a lobby entrance and a lath and plaster partition wall 
that has a brick stove chimney in the middle of it. Both rooms have carpet, paneling, and textured 
plaster on the ceiling. All of the architrave is new. The west room has a straight run of stairs on the 
northwest wall, with a winder at the top. It has a closed stringer with square newel post and a board 
balustrade that extends from the floor to the handrail. The boards are 11 ~ inches wide and the centers 
of the boards are cut out like a loop window (with a dog bone profile) above the stair tread height. The 
handrail is flat on top. Below the stairs is a bead-board door with cast iron Suffolk latch and cast iron 
butt hinges with five knuckles. The stairs have mostly been rebuilt with wire nails, but a few nail heads 
appear to be cut. 

The ell on the southwest is one room set a half step down from the main block. It is a modern kitchen 
with linoleum on the floor, paneling on the walls, and textured plaster ceiling. The addition is also one 
room, set a half step down from the ell. The door between these two additions has four lights over three 
lying panels. The addition has linoleum on the floor and drywall, with modern trim. 

The second story has a passage along the southwest wall of the main block, with a chamber at the 
southeast end and another on the northeast side. The southeast chamber has carpeting, paneling, and 
drywall on the ceiling. The architrave is miter-cut, and is beveled on the outer half. There is a two­
panel door on butt hinges with ball finials. The northeast chamber has carpet, drywall, and textured 
plaster on the ceiling. The northwest window is mitered and flat, with a cavetto on the outer edge. The 
northeast window has head-cut trim. It also has a two-panel door on butt hinges with ball finials. 

The ell has a lobby off of the passage, with a chamber along the northwest side and a modern bathroom 
on the southeast. The chamber has carpeting, paneling, and textured plaster on the ceiling, and has new 
architrave. The door to the bathroom has four panels with sunken fields and ogee panel moulds. To the 
northwest of the lobby is a closet with a two-panel door. 

The attic has 2 by 4 sawn rafters that are mitered and butted at the ridge, and they support wide shingle 
lath that has plywood over top of it. The access is through a hatch to the northeast of the chimney. 

Outbuilding 
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There is an outbuilding about 50 feet west of the house that is 1 Yi stories tall and one bay by two bays. 
It has vinyl siding and a gable roof with asphalt shingles and a northeast-southwest ridge. The northeast 
elevation has a door set to the east comer on the first story and a small one-over-one sash in the gable 
end. The southeast elevation has two new one-over-one sash on the first story. The southwest elevation 
has no openings except a small one-over-one sash in the gable end. The northwest elevation has no 
openings. 
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Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

The Richard Malone House sits on part of a 1 Yz-acre parcel that was purchased by the Catholic Church 
in 1857. At that time it was adjacent to the St. Paul's Church graveyard, and the lot included "the house 
standing on it." It is not known whether the house was used by the church as a caretaker' s house for the 
cemetery, or for some other purpose. The Church sold part of this land to Richard Malone in 1902, but 
it is not known whether the house was included in the sale, or whether it even survived. The sale price 
of $850 for just over Yz acre suggests that there was some kind of improvement on the property. What 
little historic fabric is visible in the house appears to date from the late nineteenth century and suggests 
that the earlier house was replaced at that time, though, since there is little with which to date the 
building, it is also possible that Malone built the existing house to replace whatever was on the lot when 
he bought it. 

The house has a hall-parlor plan with a lobby entry and a stove chimney in the center, a plan 
arrangement that became popular in the late nineteenth century here, especially for blue collar housing. 
It was cheaper than using the center passage plan, providing less privacy but wasting less space, and was 
appropriate for families that did not have servants whose activities they wished to segregate. The house 
was enlarged in the twentieth century with a two-story ell on the rear, and later with a one-story 
addition. The original stairway is built like a traditional boxed-in stair, but the boards are cut short of 
the ceiling to open it up, and are given decorative cut-outs. It appears that the stairway is original and 
not altered, though it has been renewed, and likely dates from the late-nineteenth or early-twentieth 
centuries. It is an unusual execution. 

Richard Malone sold his house in 1919 to William and Grace Sullivan, of whom nothing is known, and 
they sold it in 1925 to John and Ethel Baer. Whether it was owner-occupied or a rental property 
throughout this period is not known. The house was demolished in September 2012 and replaced with a 
new house. 
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