HO-1119
Gaither-Harding Farm
13000 Wainwright Road
Private

Description:

The Gaither-Harding Farm is a two-story, six-bay by one-bay frame structure with a rubble stone
foundation, weatherboards, and a gable roof with a northwest-southeast ridge and asphalt
shingles. On the southwest elevation the first story south-center bay has a door with six lights
over two tall panels. There is a one-bay porch with a flat roof. The remaining five bays have a
six-over-six sash. The southeast elevation has a rubble stone porch with a flagstone deck that
runs the width of the building, with four rubble stone steps to the southeast. The first story has a
pair of 15-light wood doors in the center The second story has two pair of eight-light casements
The gable end has what appears to be part of a reused sidelight in the center The first story
interior has a room at the southeast end, a room in the center, a room at the northwest end, and a
stair passage between the center and northwest rooms. The center room has a new fireplace on
the southeast and it is open at the back of the firebox to the southeast room fireplace. It is built
with reused brick. The stairway is open to this room on the northwest, and has two newel posts
and two railings. There is a frame shed and a frame poultry house on the property.

Significance:

The Gaither-Harding Farm was part of the farm of John Gaither, Sr. At his death in 1784
Gaither gave the southwestern portion of his farm, consisting of 192 %2 acres on the north side of
the Patuxent River, to his son, Zachariah. Zachariah’s portion likely either had a new house that
he built or did not have a house yet and was awaiting him to build one. Whether the existing
building retains any part of his house is not clear. Zachariah Gaither died intestate in 1810 and
his widow, Sarah (nee Warfield) took control of the farm. She and their children apparently
continued to live on the farm. Several of the Gaither children moved out of state, and they must
have been content with receiving the rent from the farm, but by the mid-1860s the Gaithers had
decided that it was time to sell the farm and distribute the inheritance among the heirs. John R.
Harding purchased the farm for $1,845, a price low enough to suggest that the land and
improvements had not been well maintained over the years. The house appears to have been
built all at once and has an unusual plan, with three rooms in a straight line, two of them divided
by a stair passage. Whether the house had to be rebuilt or was heavily remodeled by the Gaither
family is unknown at this time, and it is also possible, given the economic reality of the time, that
Harding had to remodel it and used earlier material that was no longer fashionable in the post
Civil War era. The house was purchased by Charen Rubin in 1994, and she was likely
responsible for opening up walls and ceilings and building new fireplaces.
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1. Name of Property

(indicate preferred name)

historic Gaither-Harding Farm

other

2. Location

street and number 13000 Wainwright Road not for publication
city, town Highland X_ vicinity
county Howard
3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)
name Suncoast TL I LLC
street and number 3 Ashgrown Way telephone
city, town Reisterstown state  MD zip code 21136

4. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Howard County Courthouse liber

13932 folio 384

city, town Ellicott City tax map 40 tax parcel 42

tax ID number

5. Primary Location of Additional Data

Contributing Resource in National Register District

Contributing Resource in Local Historic District

Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Determined ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Recorded by HABS/HAER

Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT

Other:

6. Classification

Category Ownership Current Function
district public agriculture landscape
X building(s) X private commerce/trade recreation/culture

structure both defense religion

site domestic social

object education transportation
funerary work in progress
government unknown
health care X vacant/not in use
industry other:

Resource Count

Contributing Noncontributing
3 1 buildings
0 0 sites
0 0 structures
0 0 objects
3 1 Total

Number of Contributing Resources
previously listed in the Inventory
0




7. Description Inventory No. HO-1119

. Condition

___excellent __deteriorated
___good __ruins
__ fair X altered

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it
exists today.

Summary:

The Gaither-Harding Farm is a two-story, six-bay by one-bay frame structure with a rubble stone
foundation, weatherboards, and a gable roof with a northwest-southeast ridge and asphalt shingles. On
the southwest elevation the first story south-center bay has a door with six lights over two tall panels.
There is a one-bay porch with a flat roof. The remaining five bays have a six-over-six sash. The
southeast elevation has a rubble stone porch with a flagstone deck that runs the width of the building,
with four rubble stone steps to the southeast. The first story has a pair of 15-light wood doors in the
center The second story has two pair of eight-light casements The gable end has what appears to be
part of a reused sidelight in the center The first story interior has a room at the southeast end, a room
in the center, a room at the northwest end, and a stair passage between the center and northwest rooms.
The center room has a new fireplace on the southeast and it is open at the back of the firebox to the
southeast room fireplace. It is built with reused brick. The stairway is open to this room on the
northwest, and has two newel posts and two railings. There is a frame shed and a frame poultry house

. on the property.

Description:

The Gaither-Harding Farm is located at 13000 Wainwright Road, on the northeast side of the road, just
west of Route 108. The house faces southwest toward the road on ground that slopes up from both
roads toward the house and to the northeast behind the house. There is a frame shed and a frame
poultry house on the property.

House, exterior

The house is a two-story, six-bay by one-bay frame structure with a rubble stone foundation,
weatherboards, and a gable roof with a northwest-southeast ridge and asphalt shingles. There is an
interior brick chimney on the northwest end and another between the south-center and south-south-
center bays, of twentieth-century pressed brick.

On the southwest elevation the first story south-center bay has a door with six lights over two tall
panels, with head-cut trim. There are old shutters that are not original to this location that are screwed
to the wall. There is a one-bay porch with a rubble stone foundation topped with a layer of rubble
stone to raise it up, and with a concrete pad poured on top. There are rubble stone steps on the
southwest and southeast sides, and they are as high as the line between the two layers of stone. The
porch has two wood columns that appear to be new replacements, and has bead board soffit. There is
a flat roof with inverted-v-seam metal and internal gutters. The remaining five bays have a six-over-
six sash with head-cut trim that has a beaded interior edge. The trim has no hinge mortises, but the

‘ blinds are mostly old and screwed to the walls. Between the south-south-center and south bays are
two seams in the siding that are 35 Y inches apart, are not as high as the tops of the windows, and
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extend down to the stone, as if for a doorway. The infill siding between these seams is fastened with
wire nails, while the siding to either side has cut nails. The second story has six shorter six-over-six
sash that match the first story. There is a wood box cornice with returns.

The southeast elevation has a rubble stone porch with a flagstone deck that runs the width of the
building, with four rubble stone steps to the southeast. The first story has a pair of 15-light wood
doors in the center, with head-cut trim that appears to be newer than the doors. To each side is a six-
over-six sash with head-cut trim that does not have beads. The second story has two pair of eight-light
casements with wide head-cut trim with no beads. The gable end has what appears to be part of a
reused sidelight in the center, with wide head-cut trim. To each side is a vertical seam in the siding
that lines up with the outer edge of the small gable-end windows on the northwest elevation.

The northeast elevation, on the first story, has a typical six-over-six sash in the east, east-cast-center,
and east-center bays. The east-east-center bay has seams in the siding below the sill, and there are
many small pieces of siding, especially to the east side of the east seam, as though the window was
converted to a door and then back to a window. There is a one-story, shed-roofed addition on the
north-center bay, with weatherboards and asphalt shingles on the roof. The roof is carried over the
north-north-center and north bays as an open porch. The addition has a six-light sash on each
elevation. The north-north-center bay has a door with one light over two panels with quirked ogee and
bevel panel moulds. The door has been altered and appears to be an interior door moved to this
location. The north bay has a six-over-three sash. The second story has six six-over-six sash.

The northwest elevation has no opening on the first or second stories. There is a cellar entrance
enclosure with a gable roof and board-and-batten siding, and it has a vertical board door to the west
end. The gable end of the house has two four-light sash.

House, interior

The first story interior has a room at the southeast end, a room in the center, a room at the northwest
end, and a stair passage between the center and northwest rooms. The southeast room has new
flooring, new trim, and drywall. The window sash are mortised and tenoned and pinned at the corners,
and one muntin is pinned to the rails. There are 9-inch by 14-inch lights with ovolo muntins and
parting beads. The windows on the southeast do not have parting beads. The southeast doors are
wood and appear to date to the ¢. 1920s or 1930s. There is a new fireplace on the northwest elevation,
built with reused brick, and it has an old, plain wood mantel with simple pilaster strips, a plain frieze,
and a bed mould with a quirked Greek ovolo and bead. There are new arched openings to each side of
the fireplace leading to the center room.
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The center room has new flooring, new trim, and drywall. There is a new fireplace on the southeast
and it is open at the back of the firebox to the southeast room fireplace. It is also built with reused
brick and has a wood mantel with thin, fluted columns and a frieze with bead moulding. It probably
dates to c. 1895-1915. The exterior door on the southwest appears to date to the ¢. 1920s or 1930s.
The stairway is open to this room on the northwest, and has two newel posts and two railings. The
southeast newel is Italianate, and is rounded at the bottom. The balusters are turned and tapered, and
cut off at the bottom, where they sit on a closed stringer. This appears to be added material where a
wall was opened up recently. The northwest newel is Greek Revival and contains a squat urn. The
balusters are turned, with a slight taper, and have a round wood peg on the bottom into the stair tread.
The handrail is beveled on the sides. There is an open stringer on the northwest side, and it is
constructed with cut nails. The stair is a straight run that ascends to the northeast. The passage floor
is about 1 inch higher than the center room and appears to be old material that is reused and laid over
the original floor. The trim is new, and there is a window on the southwest and a four-panel door on
the northeast that has sunken double fields. It leads to a powder room and laundry room addition on
the rear, and the floor continues into this space. There is a door of beaded edge vertical boards under
the stair that leads to the cellar.

The northwest room is a modern kitchen with a new fireplace added on the northwest end. The joists
in the ceiling are exposed and are hewn on some faces and sawn on others. They are painted and have
no lath nail holes on the bottom, and it is not clear if they are structural or decorative additions.

The second story has the same basic floor plan as the first story, but with a cross passage on the
southwest that runs to the southeast. The passage stair has a ramped handrail that turns at the landing,
with a single newel at the turn that has a hybrid turned column and urn profile. The stair details match
the first story, northwest side. There is all new trim, carpeting, and a cathedral ceiling. The doors all
have four panels with sunken double fields.

The southeast chamber has the joists above exposed, and half must be cut out. They are sawn and
painted, are 3 by 4 inches, and have lath nails in the bottom face. The collars above are also exposed
and align with the gaps between the joists, as if every opposite one was cut out. One collar has lath
nail holes in the bottom. The southeast window casements have twentieth-century hardware. The
southwest and northeast windows match the first story, but have 9-inch by 12-inch lights.

The northwest chamber is divided into a bedroom to the southwest and a bathroom to the northeast.
The joists and collars are exposed as with the southeast chamber, and the collars have no lath nail
holes.
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There is a cellar under the northwest section only, and there are %-round log joists that run northeast-
southwest. Many are rotted and either replaced or have modern material scabbed to them.

Chicken house

The chicken house is located about 50 feet northwest of the house and has a concrete foundation,
asbestos shingle siding, and a gable roof with asphalt roll roofing. It is a one-story, three-bay by one-
bay structure with a vertical-board door on the southeast and window openings on the southeast and
southwest.

Shed

The shed is located about 100 feet east of the house and is a one-story, one-bay by one-bay frame
structure with board and batten siding and a gable roof with asphalt shingles and a southwest-northeast
ridge. There is a door on the southwest elevation, a pair of four-light sash on the southeast, and double
doors on the northeast. The doors are now inoperable. The interior has horizontal board sheathing and
sawn attic joists, with an attic that is mostly floored.

There is a modern two-car garage about 50 feet north of the house.




8. Significance Inventory No. HO-1119

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below
' __1600-1699 __ agriculture ___ economics __ health/medicine __ performing arts
_ 1700-1799 __ archeology __ education __industry __ philosophy
X 1800-1899 X architecture __ engineering ___invention __ politics/government
__1900-1999 __art __ entertainment/ __ landscape architecture __ religion
__ 2000- ___ commerce recreation __law __ science
__ communications __ ethnic heritage __ literature __ social history
__ community planning  __ exploration/ __ maritime history __ transportation
__ conservation settlement ___ military __ other:
Specific dates N/A Architect/Builder N/A

Construction dates N/A

Evaluation for:

National Register Maryland Register X not evaluated

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form — see manual.)

Summary:
The Gaither-Harding Farm was part of the farm of John Gaither, Sr. At his death in 1784 Gaither gave
the southwestern portion of his farm, consisting of 192 ' acres on the north side of the Patuxent River,
' to his son, Zachariah. Zachariah’s portion likely either had a new house that he built or did not have a
house yet and was awaiting him to build one. Whether the existing building retains any part of his
house is not clear. Zachariah Gaither died intestate in 1810 and his widow, Sarah (nee Warfield) took
control of the farm. She and their children apparently continued to live on the farm. Several of the
Gaither children moved out of state, and they must have been content with receiving the rent from the
farm, but by the mid-1860s the Gaithers had decided that it was time to sell the farm and distribute the
inheritance among the heirs. John R. Harding purchased the farm for $1,845, a price low enough to
suggest that the land and improvements had not been well maintained over the years. The house
appears to have been built all at once and has an unusual plan, with three rooms in a straight line, two
of them divided by a stair passage. Whether the house had to be rebuilt or was heavily remodeled by
the Gaither family is unknown at this time, and it is also possible, given the economic reality of the
time, that Harding had to remodel it and used earlier material that was no longer fashionable in the
post Civil War era. The house was purchased by Charen Rubin in 1994, and she was likely
responsible for opening up walls and ceilings and building new fireplaces.

Significance:
The Gaither-Harding Farm was part of the farm of John Gaither, Sr. At his death in 1784 Gaither gave
the southwestern portion of his farm, consisting of 192 %z acres on the north side of the Patuxent River,
to his son, Zachariah. Fifty acres with “the old dwelling house and kitchen with one of the orchards
adjoining thereto” was reserved for John’s widow and five daughters. Zachariah’s portion likely cither
had a new house that he built or did not have a house yet and was awaiting him to build one. Whether
. the existing building retains any part of his house is not clear. Since he had married in 1781, it seems
likely that the first house was built c. 1781-1785. Zachariah Gaither died intestate in 1810 and his
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widow, Sarah (nee Warfield) took control of the farm. She and their children apparently continued to
live on the farm, and the 1860 Martenet Map of Howard County shows the farm occupied by Mathilda
R. Rawlings, a daughter of their oldest son, Greenbury Gaither. Mathilda had married James
Rawlings, and together they were farming her grandfather’s tract. Several of the Gaither children
moved out of state, and they must have been content with receiving the rent from the farm, but by the
mid-1860s the Gaithers had decided that it was time to sell the farm and distribute the inheritance
among the heirs. The farm was advertised for sale in 1866 and described simply as having “a
comfortable dwelling, stable, outhouses, good fencing, &c.”!

John R. Harding purchased the farm for $1,845, a price low enough to suggest that the land and
improvements had not been well maintained over the years. The house appears to have been built all
at once and has an unusual plan, with three rooms in a straight line, two of them divided by a stair
passage. The little existing fabric that is most certainly original to the house, part of the stairway,
would seem to date to the 1840s or 1850s. Whether the house had to be rebuilt or was heavily
remodeled by the Gaither family is unknown at this time, and further examination of the structure of
the building is warranted. It is also possible, given the economic reality of the time, that Harding had
to remodel it and used earlier material that was no longer fashionable in the post Civil War era.
Harding is shown on the 1878 Hopkins Atlas of Howard County with two dwellings, and was
apparently living in the one to the north of this house. This dwelling must have been a tenant house at
that time, giving further credence to the supposition that the farm had been in decline before the
Gaither heirs sold it.

Nothing more is known about Harding, but after his death his heirs must have divided the farm and
sold off the southern half, 79 acres along the Patuxent River, with the old Gaither house, to Thomas
Thompson. Thompson later added 136 acres, and then sold the entirety in 1927 to John and Frances
Miller. The Millers were probably responsible for some of the renovations to the house that appear to
date to the 1920s or 1930s, and they cut off the Gaither house on a little over 13 acres and sold it in
1941, and it changed hands several times before being acquired by Parker and Louise Gill in 1948.
The house was purchased by Charen Rubin, a real estate agent, in 1994, and she was likely responsible
for opening up walls and ceilings and building new fireplaces. It is not clear whether some of the old
material in the building is reused form it or was brought in. The house has been for sale since 2008
and its future is in doubt.

! John Gaither, Sr. Estate, Will TG 1-213, Register of Wills, Anne Arundel County Circuit Court, Maryland State Archives.
Harry Wright Newman, Anne Arundel Gentry, v. 2 (Lewes, DE: Colonial Roots, 1971), p. 372. Simon J. Martenet,
Martenet’s Map of Howard County, Maryland (Baltimore, 1860). J. D. Warfield, Founders of Anne Arundel and Howard
Counties, Maryland (Baltimore: Kohn & Pollock, 1905), p. 423. Baltimore Sun, 19 October 1866, p. 2, col. 7.

2 G. M. Hopkins, Atlas of Howard County, Maryland (Philadelphia, 1878).




9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No. HO-1119

See footnotes

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of surveyed property 10.126 A
Acreage of historical setting 192 % A
Quadrangle name Clarksville Quadrangle scale: 1:24000

Verbal boundary description and justification

The boundaries consist of the outlines of the property, tax map 40, parcel 42, which encompasses all of the
historic buildings and features on the site.

11. Form Prepared by

nameftitle Ken Short

organization Howard County Department of Planning & Zoning date April 2013
street & number 3430 Courthouse Drive telephone  410-313-4335
city or town Ellicott City state MD

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
DHCD/DHCP
100 Community Place
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023
410-514-7600
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Gaither-Hardir,arm (HO-1119)
13000 Wainwright Road
CHAIN OF TITLE

GRANTOR/HOME GRANTEE/HOME DATE LIBER/ INSTRU- CONSIDER- | ACREAGE NOTES
FOLIO MENT ATION
. Grantor loaned $420,000 to
Deed in Charen Rubin 2009
Historic Properties Suncoast TL 1, LLC/ MDR Lieu of . .
Development, LLC / MD MD 5 March 2012 13932-384 foreclosure - 10.126 A. 1I;r(;:wously 13950 Wainwright
Fee simple $420,000 still owed
Charen Rubin / Frederick, of
S . Bryan 1. Pelino & James Indemnity Hist. Prop. Dev.
gfvtglréc Ilzlre‘;ﬁerL“Leé 'mp | D-OConnor, trustees 19 June 2009 | lgg_l; 6 Deed of $420,000 | 10.126 A.
P ? For Suncoast TL 1, LLC Trust
[no prev. ref]
Historic Properties
Charen C. Rubin / Howard | Development, LLC / 21 March MDR Deed - fec $10.00 10.126 A.
2000 5075-130 simple
Howard
Sandy Spring National
Bank, pers rep o 25 October MDR Deed — fee LIG d. 10 April 1990
Estate of Parker Emory Charen C. Rubin /% 1994 3383-302 simple $243,000 10.126 A. PEG d. 24 February 1994
Gill /?
James T. Bull & wf. Parker E. Gill & wf 14 August MWB Deed — fee $5.00 10.126 A
Juanita F. / Howard Louise 1./ ? 1948 205-303 simple ’ ’ )
Muriel B. Evans Hyland & | James T. Bull & wf. 5 September BM Jr. Deed — fee $5.00 10.126 A
husb. Lawrence A./? Juanita F./ ? 1944 182-490 simple ) ) ’
Paul E. Johnson & wf, . 9 BM Ir. Deed — fee
Nancy B. / Howard Muriel B. Evans / ? 20 June 1942 175-60 simple $5.00 10.126 A.
John J. Miller & wf. Paul E. Johnson & wf. BM Jr. Deed — fee 10
Frances L./ Montgomery Nancy B. 18 July 1941 171-111 simple §5.00 377 A.




Gaither-Hardh,arm (HO-1119)
13000 Wainwright Road
CHAIN OF TITLE

GRANTOR/HOME GRANTEE/HOME DATE LIBER/ INSTRU- CONSIDER- | ACREAGE NOTES
FOLIO MENT ATION
1) 105-1-0
ARP -36+
A
Thomas O. Thompson &
wf. Agnes V. John J. Miller & wf. 7 September HBN Deed - fee 65.00 23&71;0-37 fezﬁethi?gvgzr; ;lt“}}]lompson -
Clara I. Thompson, Frances L./ ? 1927 131-382 simple ’ — 136-0-8
unmarried / Howard ARP
3) 79-0-28
ARP
Mary Ann Thompson, Written .
widow, for life 30 A_—ril 1904 Wills
Snowden Thompson Remainder to Thomas O. Prgbate d RD of W Bequest (H @)
Thompson 18 June 1912 5-149
Clara I. Thompson
Farm of Snowden Thompson
1) 105-1-0 /Howard - resided here
Susanna Henderson & Thomas O. Thompson HBN Deed — fee ARP -36+ | ST d.24 May 1912
husb. Edward C. et al Clara I. Thompson 30 April 1924 120-230 simple $5.00 A MAT d. 4 January 1919
/ Mont. & PG (H/W)/? P 2) 67-0-37 Grantors are their children
ARP Purpose of deed is to remove
any doubt about will (1) (2)
Emily A. Purvis & husb.
William L., et al / Wash.
DC Thomas O. Thompson 24 ?gcégber \2/4\-)\2]8? De;eiﬁ]é’ee $30/ A. 7?&?{5 8 3)
Heirs of John R. Harding / P
Howard
John P. Bennett Snowden Thompson 8 April 1861 g}g}&; )
N. Soper Childs
Henry E. Wooten, trustees | Snowden Thompson 29 December LW 2)
. 1885 50-146
Matthew McCressin




Gaither-Hardir,arm (HO-1119)

13000 Wainwright Road
CHAIN OF TITLE
GRANTOR/HOME GRANTEE/HOME DATE LIBER/ INSTRU- CONSIDER- | ACREAGE NOTES
FOLIO MENT ATION
Balto. City Equity
Ann Gaither v. Thomas B.
Gaither, 6 Sept. 1866
. $10.25/ A. Public auction, 8 June 1867 on
5332: /D}.Ball\l/ig.”(llsi?;l’ John R. Harding 6 J]a;; él;ry 315:]3\Z 3 1111212?1(31;6 1924 A. Montgomery Rd & Patuxent
$1,845 River. P/O Bite the Biter &
Second Add’n to Snowdens
Manor
Farm of Zachariah Gaither
A) p/o Bite the Biter —
John lives on the whole
Written tract. Is giving the SW part
3 September Wills of it to Z.G. - next to
. . . 1783 A) 183 A. brother Samuel’s
John Gaither, Sr./ AA Zachariah Gaither Probated TG Bequest -- B)9 % A. B) 2™ Add’n to Snowdens
SR 1-213
8 November Manor
1784
[see Newman, A4 Gentry, p
368}
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