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,-- Gate House - Doughoregan Manor 

Ellicott City 
Private circa 1860 

The Gate House on Doughoregan Manor faces east on the southwest 
corner of Manor Lane and Route 144. It is a three bay wide, one 
room deep, one and a half story high, gabled roof (running north­
south) stone house, resting on a stone foundation, with tall, 
central brick, square chimney with corbeled edges, a one story 
high, semi-conical roofed, bay window centered into its north ele­
vation and twin gabled roof, east and west dormer windows, holding 
roman arched, casement windows. The building features fine stone 
work in its quoining, watertable, flat stone lintels and project­
ing stone sills. 

Windows and doors are vertically aligned to second floor windows 
and twin east and west gables. 

Scalloped barge boards decorate the roof line of the eaves of the 
gable roof and its dormer windows. This decorative work continues 
in the brackets for the central east and west, one story high, hipped 
roof open porches for the building, as well as the decorative mold­
ing along the cornice of the building's roof line and its bay window. 

,,-.. The building is a fine example of the Italianate Villa Style of the mid­
nineteenth century. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Gate Halse on Doughoregan Manor faces east on the sout:l~st oomer of Manor lane 
and Route 144. It is a three bay wide, one bay deep, one and a half sto:ry high, 
gabled roof (nmning north-south) stone house, resting on a stooe foundation with 
tall, square brick chinney, with corbeled edges rising fran the center of its gable 
roof, a one sto:ry high, semi-conical roofed, bay window centered into its north 
elevation and two gabled roof, east and west do:rner windONS holding ranati arched 
caserent windc:Ms, holding diam::nd and triangular shaped lights, surnounted by splayed 
brick ranan arched lintels and underlined by projecting stone sills. A water table 
nms around the perineter of the base of the building and scalloped bargeboards along 
the perirceter of the gable eaves of the roof line of the building and its four donner 
windc:Ms, with matching decoration along the oomice of the building and its bay window. 

Aside f ran the ranan arched caserent windows inset into the two east and west donrei:" 
windc:Ms, windONS for the house are rectangular c~t windc:Ms holding 38-38 diarcond and 
triangular shaped lights, su:rnamted by flat stone lintels and underlined by projecting 
stcne sills. 

The gingerbread quality of this Victorian style house is enhanced by the addition of 
a one story high, hipped roof, open porch along its east and west elevations, supported 
by fa.rr square posts and two pil~ters which are held by decorative scallcped brackets. 
A wide stone landing step lies at the base of each porch followed by four and seven 
~ steps respectively, on the east and west elevations. The porch on the east or 
front facade of the building is screened in. 

THE FAST ELE.VATICN 

The east elevation holds the central, one story high, screened in porch just described, 
covering a central rectangular french door which holds dianond and triangular shaped 
lights, su:rnamted by a flat stone lintel and flanked by single rectangular caserent 
windows, holding thirty-eight-thirty-eight triangular and diam::nd shaped lights, 
su:rnamted by flat stone lintels and underlined by projecting stone sills. These 
flanking windc:Ms are vertically aligned to arched two light basem:mt windows below 
and to the previouslyrcaitianed ranan arched caserent windONS of the dorrcer windc:Ms 
above. 

WE WEST ELEVATICN 

The west elevation is only two bays wide with no central entrance but two first floor 
french doors, holding thirty-eight-thirty-eight triangular and diam:md shaped lights, 
surnounted by flat stone lintels, providing entrance to the south bay kitchen and 
north bay li vingroan fran the hiwed roof open porch, which is centered on this ele­
vation. These french doors are vertically aligned to the donner windONS above. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The south elevation holds a central, one light, wide rectangular, heavy batten wood 
basement entrance, which is covered by a shed roofed, semi enclosed porch centered 
along this elevation. Above rests a central, vertically aligned first and second 
floor windc:M, similar to the first floor windavs on the east facade of the house. 

THE NORI'H ELEVATICN 

The north elevation holds the previously rrentioned first floor bay windc:M, which holds 
three rectangular casE!Telt windows, holding 22-22 triangular and diam::nd shaped 
lights. Above rests a rectangular, double caseIIelt windc:M, each carponent similar 
to the three windc:Ms of the bay windc:M belc:M. This windc:M is surrcrnmted by a flat 
stone lintel and underlined by a projecting stone sill. The eaves of the gable at 
this elevation, as well as the oornice of the semi-conical roof of the bay window 
is decorated with scalloped nolding. 

This, along with a two to three feet YOJden railing, also scalloped, along the peri.Ireter 
of the east porch give this building an exceptional charm and fantasy land mystique. 
An arched iron gateway on the northeast oomer of the house's lawn is flanked by two 
tall square stone pillars and adds to the general gingerbread quality of the house. 

The interior plan of the house features a southeast corner hall, a southwest oorner 
kitchen and a livingroan, which takes up the northern half of the house. A central 
interior wall once held first and second floor mantle pieces, which have been 
blocked in. The upstairs is similar, but holds a large bath in its northwest 
corner. 

The casement windows, the twin gabled, rcman arched dorrcer windows, as well as the 
scalloped bangeboards and brackets for the house create a variety of chann and 
interest which result in one of HCWcrrd County's nost unique and quaint architectural 
canpositions. 
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History 

The Gate House on Doughoregan Manor is significant architecturally, as an 
example of the Italianate Villa style so prevalent in American archi­
tecture in the mid nineteenth century and historically significant, as the 
Gate ·House of eighteenth century Doughoregan Manor, country seat of Charles 
Carroll, the last living signer of the Declaration of Independence, who 
was prominent in the affairs of business as well as State. The State Song, 
"Maryland, My Maryland" mentions Carroll, as well as Howard, indicating 
the importance placed on their role in State, as well as National history. 

The Gate House is an example of the Italianate style exemplified by its 
tall, square, brick, central chimney and two east and west, gabled roof, 
dormer windows, inset with roman arched, casement windows with diamond 
and triangular shaped lights. This, however, is coupled with an almost 
romanesque feeling in the bay window on the north elevation, which is 
reminiscent of the apse of the romanesque churches in France. The heavy 
ashlar granite block building material of the Gate House furthers this 
basic feeling of the Romanesque church, when its massing alone is considered, 
without dormers or decoration and embellishment. 

With the addition of this decoration and embellishment found in its 
scalloped bargeboards cornices, and one story high, east and west open 
porches, the villa style begins once more to dominate the building. 

With this mixture of elements, it becomes a truly eclectic building at the 
entrance to a very historic and landed estate, and as such it is note­
worthy as one of Howard County's finest landmarks. 

Its social and human history is also noreworthy, for it is presently 
occupied by Mr. Harold Wilson, who formerly served in the British Calvary 
and is now Riding Instructor for the Carroll children on the Manor, and 
unofficial advisor for the Hunt, which occurs each Thanksgiving Day at 
Doughoregan Manor. Some twenty years ago, Mr. Wilson was instrumental in 
forming "The Pony Club of Howard County", which has been so instrumental 
in helping young horsemen and women to grow and mature in their interest 
and to enjoy the comrade .. e of a social group as well. In so doing, Mr. 
Wilson has helped develop and inspire sound character in many of Howard 
County's young people. 

In visiting Mr. Wilson at his home, he mentioned a previous family who had 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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occupied the Gate House some 100 years ago, serving the Manor and 
bringing up a large family there. Today, it serves as the residence 
of Mr. Wilson and his two grandchildren, who enjoy the benefits of 
living on an old eighteenth century manor. 

For Howard County it is a particular honor to have Doughoregan Manor located 
here, remaining much as it was in the time of Charles Carroll. The 
Carroll family still make their home here and manage a large agricultural 
operation, surrounded on almost every side by residential development, 
yet maintaining a centre of tranquility, representative of an earlier time. 

Doughoregan Manor is already included on the National Register of 
Historic Places, the State Critical Areas Program and The Maryland 
Historical Trust, Historic Easement Program. 

It is, however, important to identify singly such outstanding auxiliary 
buildings as the Gate House and to incorporate them into the Howard County 
Historic Sites Inventory to help insure their future preservation. 
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Warfield, J. D. Founders of Anne Arundel & Howard Counties, Maryland 
Interview with Mr. Harold Wilson at the Gate House on August 10, 1979 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 
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Please see Attachment 1, Tax Map 23 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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