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OWING'S LOG-BRI~'K HOOSE (MAYNE HOJS~) 
Private 
Lisbon 

c .. c; 
circa 1825 

The Owing's Log-Brick House faces south on the north side of 
Route 144, two houses west of the Old Presbyterian Manse. 

An interesting architectural complex, it began in the early 
nineteenth century as a three bay wide, one room deep, two story 
high gabled roof (running east-west) hrick house to which was 
added a three bay wide , two story high, gabled roof (running north­
south) log addition off its north wall. Sometime in the 1860's 
a three bay wide , one room deep, two 5< a half story higlf, gabled. roof 
(running east-west) frame extension was constructed off its east wall, 
which featured a central hall and staircase andintersectinc~(central 
gable holding a roman arched, double hung window with two-over-two 
lights. Further additions were made to the house in the late 
nineteenth century when a two story high bay window was added to 
the west side of the brick section's south facade. 

Fenestration is proportionally scaled and vertically aligned 
throughout the house which features two original mantle pieces. 
A brick chimney which was inset into the west wall of the east 
room addition has been removea fo= protection against fire by Mr. 
and Mrs. Mayne who have totally renovated this charming old house. 

Notable historically in 1825 when Mr. Ringgold brought out 
three chairs for General Lafayette as he traveled along this route 
it was later owned by Hammond Welsh and Basil Owings as well as ' 
other prominent Lisbon fa~ilies. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Mayne House faces south on the north side of Route 144, three 
houses east of its intersection with Route 94. 

It has been constructed in three sections, 1) a three bay wide, .. om 
room deep, two story high, gabled roof (running east-west) brick house 
2) a three bay wide, one room deep, gabled roof (running north-south) 
log structure and 3) a three bay wide, one room deep, two and a half 
story high gabled roof (running east-west) frame addition to the east 
wall of the brick house. The entire house is now covered with stucco. 

This latter addition features a central "A" framed dormer window 
which holds a roman arched, double-hung window. The west bay of this 
section holds the rectangular, cross paneled entrance door, which is 
flanked by five side lights and surmounted by a four light transom. The 
door enters into what is now a central hall, featuring a fine staircase 
with scrolled spindles. This section of the house features double hung, 
vertically aligned, proportionally scaled fenestration. The windows 
hold one-over-one lights. The two east bays of this section hold one 
large first and second floor room, featuring wide, random width pine 

.,,_ floors. A wide brick chimney on the west wall of this room was taken 
~,..-out due to previous fires in the chimney. 

The mantlepiece was retained and features a curvilinear pattern on 
its architrave. The woodwork in this room features medalions in each 
corner of the door frame's lintel, another feature of the 1860's. The 
east elevation of this section of the house holds a double-hung, stylistic 
gothic cut, two-over-two light winaow. This along with the roman arched 
dormer window, the curvilinear mantle piece and the carved spindles 
date this section of the house to circa 1860. 

The brick section of the house, lying on the west side of the now 
central hall features a much simpler mantlepiece on its east wall. It 
has been embellished by the later addition (probably circa 1890) of a 
conical roofed, two story high bay window on the west bay of its south 
facade. Three first and second floor, double-hung windows, holding 
one-over-one lights comprise the bay, with each of its three sides holding 
one window. This two story high brick section is believed to have been 
built first and then the three bay wide, two story high log extension off 
its north wall second. This is due to two facts: 1) The floor in the 
second floor bedroom in front of the center of its north wall was weaker 
than the rest of the floor when restoration by Mr. Mayne was undertaken. 
Mr. and Mrs. Mayne believe that some sort of staircase was originally located 
here. 2) A window in the east bay of the north wall was exposed which 
looked on to the back staircase of the log addition. This was covered 
by Mr. Mayne in his restoration and the staircase wall papered by Mrs. 

({-._Mayne. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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These two facts, however, have led Mr. and Mrs. Mayne to the 
conclusion that the brick house came first and then the log addition 
sometime in the early eighteen hundreds. Circa 1860 the central gall 
and the east section was constructed, with the 1890's bringing in 
the two story high, conical roofed bay window. 

The building's exterior facade is complex and eclectic in style 
with a very simple, direct and workable interior plan. The building 
is in excellent condition. 
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The Owings Log-Brick House is significant architecturally and 
historically. 

Architecturally it is a fascinating building which began as a 
three bay wide, one room deep, two story high, gabled roof (running 
east-west) brick structure to whose north wall was added a ·.:three bay 
wide, two story high, gabled roof (running north-south) log house. 
Sometime in the mid to late nineteenth century a two story high, three 
bay wide, central hall - east roo~ ~ddition was added on thP P~st wall 
of the brick house, featuring an i~ersecting central gable with 
romanesque double-hung window, holding two-over-two lights. 

It is very probable that both the brick and log sections of the 
house were completed by 1837 when the house was sold by the heirs of 
Hammond Welsh, son of John Welsh IV, one of the settlers of nearby 
Florence. 

lnterestly enough, the brick house was constructed prior to the 
log section. 

The house is truly eclectic in character and representative of 
how buildings grew to completion over the years, initiating as simply 
designed homes and later embellished with stylistic detail repre­
sentative of popular architectural styles. An example is the addition 
of the •1A11 framed dormer window which holds a romanesque window and 
is indicative of the romanesque revival in simple country domestic 
architecture of the mid - 1860's. 

The bay window on the south facade of the brick house was probably 
constructed in the 1890's, when this feature was so popular in American 
homes. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

--------------····· -- ··-·· 
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An interesting architectural complex, this house is also one of 
the most notable historically in Lisbon. According to Mr. J. D. 
Warfield, Mr. Ringgold brought out three chairs from this house in 
1825 to General Lafayette as he traveled along the old Baltimore -
Frederick Turnpike in answer to the call, "Three Cheers for General 
Lafayette." In 1837 the house was sold by the heirs of Hammond Welsh 
and occupied in turn, by a number of prominent local people, including 
Basil Owings, son of Richard and Ruth Warfield Owings, one of Lisbon's 
early merchants. Mrs. Holland relates that the store he operated still 
stands on the south side of the road facing the Woodbine Road. 

The Owings Log-Brick House later, according to Mrs. Holland, became 
the home of Nicholas R. Henderson, whose son, "Lisbon's erstwhile 
volunteer postman" was born here in 1870. Mr. Henderson, Sr. became 
one of Haward County's most progressive farmers and the owner of 
neighboring Oakley Farm. 

Historically and architectuxally significant to Howard County and 
the State of Maryland. and :Llsbotl, the Owings~ Log-Bridk House should be 
placed on the National Register of Historic Landmarks and the State 
Critical Areas Program. 
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Interview with Mrs. David Mayne at her home, Friday, May 12, 1978. 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lriJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 0. 50 Acres Lots #32 & #8 2 

Please see Attachment 1, Tax Map 7 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Please see Howard County Land Records, Liber 584, folio 608 
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ORGANIZATION DATE 

Office of Planning & Zoning-Comprehensive Planning Section 465-5000 x257 
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CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Ellicott City Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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