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Lee's Market and House is a building complex facing north on the south
west corner of Route 144 and Madison Street. It consists of an old general 
store which may have been constructed in the first days of Lisbon, laid out 
in 1811 by Caleb Pancoast and a turn of the century semi-detached Yictorian 
house. Records of the store go back over a hundred years, while the 
house was probably constructed or totally remodeled by the Delashmutt family 
circa 1916. 

The Store is a three bay wide, fou~ bay deep, two story high, gabled 
roof (running north-south) frame (covered with asbestus ~riek tite shingles} 
with a parapet decorated with a deep cornice with stenciled panels and scrolled 
brackets. This .stytistic detail matches that on the attached house, deeply 
recessed but attached to the store)s:west wal 1. The house is a three bay wide, 
four bay deep, two story high shed roofed, frame (covered with asbestus brick 
tiled shingles) structure, featuring front and side: porches, a west two story 
high bay windON and deep cornice decorated with stenciled panels and scrolled 
brackets. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Lee's Market and House faces north on the southwest corner of old Route 94's 
intersection with Route 144. lt·iS a thraebay wide, four bay deep, two story high, 
gabled roof (running north-south) frame (covered with asbestos brick designed tile), 
laid on a stone foundation. A parapet, featuring a cornice, decorated with a row of 
<lentils, as well as stenciled panels, and held by five scrolled brackets rises from 
the second floor on the north elevation while a square brick chimney r-ises from 
the center of the gabled roof. Thisnorthelevation holds a rectangular, four light 
entrance in the east bay, flanked by flat pilasters and surmountad_by a one light tran~001 
~ slightly pedimented overhanging lintel. A flat roofed vestibule with a nine 
light rectangular entrance serves to provide entry. The central bay holds a two
over-one light rectangular window and the west bay a two-over-two light rectangular 
window. A one story high, flat roofed open porch runs along this elevation, 
supported by four scrolled iron posts. Three vertically aligned, proportionally 
scaled, rectangular, double-hung, second floor windows, holding two-over-two lights, 
rest above. Along three bays of the west wall of this century old general store 
was constructed a three bay wide, four bay deep, two story high, shed roofed, frame 
(covered with asbestos brick designed tile) house, resting on a stone foundation. 
It faces north and holds a one light rectangular entrance in its east bay, flanked 
by two vertical side lights and surmounted by a three light transom. Two first 
floor, floor to ceiling, double-hung windows are placed in the central and west 
bays of this elevation with three vertically aligned, proportionally scaled, 

. ....-... rectangular, second floor windows, holding two-over-two lights, resting above. 

-

A cornice, decorated with stencils, crowns the roof line, held by four scrolled 
brackets, while a flat roofed, one story high, open porch, held by three square posts 
runs along this entire north elevation of the house, recessed some eighteen feet 
back from the north elevation of the old general store. This recessed placement 
of the house provides a pleasant garden area north of the entrance, bordered by a 
four foot hedge and sheltered by the west wall of the general store. 

The west elevation of the house is noteworthy. A two story high bay window, 
decorated with a cornice, held at each corner by double scrolled brackets, is placed 
in the north bay of this wall. A rectangular entrance was once located in the second 
north bay but has been replaced by a two-over-two light rectangular window now resting 
in this aperture, which features a paneled bottom section, utilizing the remainder of 
the opening. A shed roofed, one story high, open porch covers this window inset and 
the two-over-two light window, located south of it. It is held by three square posts, 
whose end posts are decorated with scrolled brackets. Three square brick p·i 1 es 
support the wooden porch landing. A first floor window, similar to the others rests 
in the south bay of this wall, while three similar, second floor, vertically aligned 
and proportionally scaled windows rest above. The south elevation of the house holds 
a single first and second floor, vertically aligned window on the east side of this wall. 

A one story high shed roofed open attachment on this wall provides shelter for 
storage, while a partially enclosed, one story high, shed roofed vestibule appendage 
runs along the south wall of the general store, also used for storage. Two second 
floor rectangular windows are placed in the general store's north wall; a one light 
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genera 1 history 

Lee's Market and House is a building cornpiex, consisting of an old general store, 
dating back to the early days of Lisbon and a house, constructed near the turn of the 
century. They are historically and architecturally significant to the town of Lisbon 
and to the State of Maryland and the nation: The store as an example of the architec
ture of the old nineteenth century General Store and the house as an example of domestic 
victorian architecture at the turn of the century. 

The old general store is often'1, simple rectaf!;gular,. two story high bui Jding, con
structed .narrow and deep. In this case the building is three bays wide and four 
bays deep. This dimension is also true of the old IOOF Building on the opposite side 
of Route 144, several lots west of the store. Both buildings have had protective 
shingling added to their exter.iors, but essentially their forms remain similar. The 
parapet which was added to the general store at the turn of the century to conform in 
style with the Victorian semi-attached house, both featuring cornices and scrolled 
brackets, makes the General Store most unique architecturally to the town. It along 
wit~ H0-200, the Alvin Leamon House represent the type of stylistic detail featured 
in the buildings in Baltimore City. 

Historically, it has a fascinating story; going back to the early days of Lisbon 
when Caleb Pancoast laid out this little town on July 4, 1811. 

An indenture, dated 26 November, 1849 between Caleb Bentley and Amanda Riggs refers 
back to an early mortgage on the property. On September 18, 1819 Joseph E. Bentley of 
Montgomery County. granted to Caleb Bentley, for the sum of $750 the corner lot #33 
with all the improvements thereon to have and to hold. At about this time the United 
States Post Office was established in the town of Lisbon and is said to have been lo
cated here. The present building could thus date to as early as 1819. 

By December 5, 1859, some ten years after acquiring the general store in 1849, 
Amanda and her husband Artemis resided at Brookville in Montgomery County, conveying 
the store to Milton A. Wakfield who sold it to Mrs. Emma E. Lucy for $300 on March 30, 
1861. 

Five years later there was a courtcase between Charles A. Lucy and Harry A. Lucy 
in which an Ellicott City attorney, Mr. Wooten was appointed as trustee to sell the 
property. He did so, selling it on March 27, 1867 for$a50 to Edwin CMings. The 
present building is generally known to have dated from this period and passed to only 
two other families from the CMings: the Delashmutts in 1915 and the Sirk family in 

CONTINUE' ON SEPARATE SHEE:T IF NECESSARY 
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1949, who today conduct a lively business here and holdbld account papers for the 
store which go back over a century. 

It is believed that the semi-attached dwelling unit, the Victorian House, was 
constructed by the De Lashmutt family circa 1915. This is further substantiated 
by the several land transactions involving the lot west of the store just a year 
later. 

Of historic and architectural significance to the town of Lisbon, the state of 
Maryland and the nation, Lee's Market and House should be placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places and the State Critical Areas Program, along with the 
entire town of Lisbon. 
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