
H0-209 
The Providence Methodist Church 
Glenelg 
Private 1889 

Providence Methodist Church, Glenelg, faces south on the northwest 
corner of Triadelphia and Sharp Roads. It is now the private resi
dence and pottery shop of Mrs. Joseph H. Seelinger and her family. 
It is a three bay wide, four bay deep, one story high, gabled roof 
(running north-south) frame (covered with German siding) building,. 
resting on a stone foundation, constructed in a cruciform plan, in 
the Nee-Gothic style, with flanking, one bay wide, one bay deep, one 
story high, intersecting gable roof, frame (covered with German sid
ing) east and west transcepts. A tapered, shingled, tent roofed, 
bell tower holds a gabled roof dormer at each elevation. These 
open dormers in turn hold a large gothic arched molding, within 
which is placed double saracenic arched openings, above which is 
centered an open quatrefoil. A rectangular shaped, central, gabled 
roof extension on the north wall creates the apse. 

Eight, wide stone steps lead to the landing and double, rectangular, 
central entrance door to the church. This entrance is surmounted 
by a seven light, gothic arched transom, which features two gothic 
arches and a central circle. Directly above this is placed a bull's 
eye, which features a central, stained glass, square, off each side 
of which is placed a semi-circle, creating a quartefoil. A circular, 
flat wooden molding decorates this opening. On each side of the en
trance rests a gothic arched, double-hung window, holding three-over
two lights, the central light being blue stained glass. The windows 
are encased by a flat, wooden, gothic arched archevolt and underlined 
by projecting sills. 

Prominent families in this area who attended weekly church services 
here included the Howards and Senator George Dorsey Day, last Repub
lican State Senator from Howard County. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Providence Methodist Church, Glenelg, faces south on the northwest 
corner of Triadelphia and Sharp Roads. It is now the private residence 
and pottery shop of Mrs.Joseph H. Seelinger and her family. It is 
a three bay wide, four bay deep, one story high, gabled roof (run-
ning north-south) frame (covered with German siding) building, rest
ing on a stone foundation, constructed in a cruciform plan, in the 
Neo-Gothic style, with flanking, one bay wide, one bay deep, one 
story high, intersecting gable roof, frame (covered with German sid
ing) east and west transcepts. A tapered, shingled, tent roofed, 
bell tower holds a gabled roof dormer at each elevation. These open 
dormers in turn hold a large gothic arched molding, within which is 
placed double saracenic arched openings, above which is centered an 
open quatrefoil. A rectangular shaped, central, gabled roof exten
sion on the north wall creates the apse. 

THE SOUTH FACADE 

Eight, wide stone steps lead to the landing and double, rectangular, 
central entrance door to the church. This entrance is surmounted by 
a seven light, gothic arched transom, which features two gothic arches 
and a central circle. Directly above this is placed a bull's eye, 
which features a central, stained glass, square, off each side of 
which is placed a semi-circle, creating a quartefoil. A circular, 
flat wooden molding decorates this opening. On each side of the en
trance rests a gothic arched, double-hung window, holding three-over
two lights, the central light being blue stained glass. The windows 
are encased by a flat, wooden, gothic arched archevolt and underlined 
by projecting wooden sills. 

THE WEST AND EAST ELEVATIONS 

The nave holds three similar east and west windows, two south bay 
windows and a north bay window, while the transcepts also each hold a 
similar east and west window. The two south bay windows hold a cen
tral yellow and green light. The east and west, walls of the apse 
hold similar,but smaller, gothic arched, double-hung windows, hold
ing one-over-one lights. 

The east wall holds a basement entrance in the south bay, while west 
of the west transcept a wooden deck has been constructed. Inset into 
the eave line of each of the transcepts'gable roof is a bull's eye 
similar to that found on the south facade. 

THE NORTH ELEVATION 

The north elevation of both the east and west transcepts holds rectan
gular, open bible and cross paneled entrance doors, surmounted by one 
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light, gothic arched transoms. A bull's eye similar to that over the 
south entrance is placed in the center of the north wall of the apse. 
Beneath rests a rectangular, one light window, which is a recent ad
dition. 

A tall, exterior, square brick chimney, covered with cement, rests in 
the northeast corner formed by the apse. 

The interior features the original wainscotting along the perimeter 
of the nave, which now holds the pottery shop of Mrs. Seelinger. 
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The Providence Methodist Church of Glenelg, Maryland is significant 
architecturally, as an example of a late nineteenth century, Gothic 
Revival style, country frame Church, which has been transformed into a 
modern residence and pottery studio by its present owners. In addition, 
this building is significant to the State of Maryland and Howard Countv 
in the field of the local and religious history of the Glenelg area. 

Historically, the roots of this Church go back to the Thomas O. 
Warfield family, when, on August 14, 1899, Thomas O. Warfield and Laura, 
his wife, conveyed one acre, two rods and 12 perches of land to the 
Trustees of the Providence Methodist Episcopal Church. The Preacher at 
that time was J. R. Andrew, while the trustees were Thomas 0. Warfield, 
Joshua B. Day, L. J. Gillis Owings, Edward Day. 

The home of Joshua B. Day stands opposite the Church, on the north
east corner of Triadelphia and Sharp Roads. Joshua B. Day was one of 
two sons of Edward Day, who kept the Glenelg store and Post Office in 
the mid-nineteenth century. His other son, Senator George Dorsey Day, 
was the last Republican State Senator from Howard County. His grand
daughter, Mrs. Vesta Day Shina, remembers being brought up in the double 
log house, opposite Brown's General Store, some four tenths of a mile east 
of the Church. She also remembers making;aweekly JP,ilgrimage to the Provi
dence Methodist Church on the hill, located amidst a grove of trees. 
In those days it was the custom to walk to Church every Sunday,enjoying 
experiencing the change of seasons. The Church itself was the central, 
social focal point for the Glenelg community. In those days good Metho
dists refrained from smoking, drinking, gambling and dancing. Church 
suppers were a major social event and Mrs. Shine and her friend from 
early childhood days, Mrs. Lillian Howard Hoffman, remember chicken 
suppers there at a cost of 25¢ and sandwiches, cakes and ice cream 
purchased for 5¢. Those were the days when good Methodists, who enjoyed 
playing cards, played Rook, a card game, which used no numbers. 

Architecturally, the building is significant and is featured in 
the following books and articles, 1) Restored America by Praegor 
2) Sinick, Heidi, "Country Church Conversion: A Sunday Kind of House" 
The Washington Post December 23, 1973 and 3) Klender, William,, "Home 

~ Is A Landmark Church on A Knoll" The Sun Magazine, April 7, 19 74. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The exterior of the Church, which has been designed in a cruciform 
plan, has remained unchanged. The interior of the nave with its tall, 
gothic arched windows, its beaded wainscotting and chair rail also re
mains very much as it was. It is the utilization of this interior 
space and the creation of a balcony level comprising four bedrooms and 
a bath at the north end of the nave, which makes the building an out
standing example of adaptive use. Two thirds of the nave remains basic
ally unchanged, while the stairway area at the north end of the Church 
becomes the central focal point of the plan, which was designed by Mr. 
William Potts, now deceased, an architect and former director of planning 
and design for Rouse-Wates, Inc., residental developers of Columbia. 

The use of the transcepts, formerly used for Sunday School rooms, 
is particularly noteworthy. The west transcept becomes a modern, open 
kitchen, while the east transcept is utilized for a bath and pottery 
workroom, equipped for glazing, with a separate Kiln room. 

A large living room is located north of the transcepts, where a huge 
window seat now occupies what was formerly an altar recess. 

The laundry room, completely equipped, is on the balcony with the 
bedrooms, Adjoining is an interesting clothes filing system of cubicles, 
allocated for linens, blankets and washable things for each member of 
the family. 

As an outstanding example of a Gothic Revival Style Church building, 
which has retained its original basic design elements, while holding a 
central, modern design, interior focal point, coupled with a workable 
plan, The Providence Methodist Church exemplifies one of, if not the 
best, example of the adaptive reuse of an historic building in Howard 
County, Maryland. For these reasons, it should be considered for inclus
ion to the National Register of Historic Places, The State Critical Areas 
Program and any local landmark ordinance the citizens of Howard County 
may seek to initiate, should it's owners so desire. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
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Figure 2 Church 
H0-209 Methodist 
Provi~enc~ntrance 
Interio~ 1 Nave . to Origina 



Figure 3 
H0-209 
Providence Methodist Church 
Interior North Wall 

Indicating structural change to this wall in the form of a central 
staircase and second floor loft . 
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