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Ho-225 
Millworkers' Houses nineteeth century 

Savage 
Private 

These five detached duplexes located on the south side of Baltimor~ 
Street face north. They are all precisely the same in exterior appear
ance. Each is a four bay wide, two bay deep, two story high, gabled 
roof (runming east-west) brick (laid in common bond) structure with 
wide brick chimneys inset into the dividing wall of the houses on 
each side of their gabled roofs. Built for the Savage Cotton Mill to 
house their mill Wt>rkers, they and their neighbors along Baltimore and 
Washington Streets comprise a fine example, amazingly intact, of 
town planning in the grid pattern by early American industrialists. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

These five detached duplexe~, facing north, are located on the south 
side of Baltimore Street between Foundry and Commerce Streets. Each 
is a four bay wide, two bay deep, two story high, gabled roof (running 
east-west) brick (laid in common bond) structure with wide brick 
chimneys inset into the north and south sides of the dividing walls. They 
rest on full foundations of stone. 

Rectangular entrances occupy the end bays of each duplex and are 
fronted by later brick stoops. Fenestration is vertically aligned and 
proportionally scaled. Windows are rectangular, double-hung and hold 
six-over-six lights. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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These five detached duplexes marching up the south side of Bal
timore Street are significant historically, architecturally, indus
trially and in the area of comnru.nity and town planning. 

Historically the houses are significant as part of the architectural 
fabric of the old mill town which sprang up around Savage Mill. They 
were constructed by 1878 and appear on the Hopkins' Atlas. See 
Attachment 4. 

The history of the mill Bates to the early 1800's. George 
Williams for some years had been developing a cotton mill at the falls 
of the Little Patuxent River. He with his brothers Amos and Cumber-
land and a good friend from Philadelphia, John Savage, chartered the 
enterprise as the Savage Manufacturing Company, incorporated by Act 
by the Maryland General Assembly in December 1821. 

In 1853 the heirs of John Savage of Philadelphia filed a complaint 
for payment of a $20,000 debt. In September 1859 the factory and its 
surrounding lands were sold at public auction for $42,000 to William 
H. Baldwin, Jr. of Baltimore, a member of Woodward, Baldwin Company, 
a dry goods marketing corporation for which the Savage factory was 
purchased. 

Architecturally these brick worker's houses form the main body 
of the architectural fabric of the town. They are uniform in structural ' 
appearance and detail, presenting themselves very much as they did in 
1878. All contain two dwelling units, are two stories high and four 
bays wide. They are slightly smaller but similar in plan and detail to 
their neighbors on the north side of Baltimore Street. See Ho-223 and 
Ho-224. 

These houses are significant industrially and in the area of town 
planning as an example of how early American industrialists planned 
company towns to serve as an adjunct to the factory, providing housing 
and the company store for their employees in the form of a grid pattern. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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