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The Roy Martin House 
Lisbon 
Private 

nineteenth century 

The Roy Martin House faces south on the north side of Route 144 in Lisbon, 
just west of the Dorsey John House. It is a four bay wide, one room deep, 
two story high, gabled roof (running east-west) house of charmingly modest 
scale, which holds a central interior brick chimney and interior enclosed 
staircase, north of this chimney. 

Rectangular entrances are located in the end bays of the south wall. A 
two story high, intersecting gable roof (running north-south) frame, twen
tieth century, kitchen wing extends from the west side of the building's 
north wall, creating an "L" plan. An enclosed one story high, shed roofed 
vestibule runs along the remainder of the north wall. 
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II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

X_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORA TEC 

-RUINS 

-UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 
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District 4 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Roy Martin house faces south on the north side of Route 144 just east of the 
of the Dorsey-John House. 

It is a four bay wide, one room deep, two story high, gabled roof {running east
west) modestly scaled frame siding building. Rectangular south entrance doors are 
located in the end bays; a fifteen light door in the east bay and a four light en
trance in the west bay. Vertically aligned and proportionally sc?led fenestration 
is almost entirely double hung, with two-over-two lights. 

A one story high, shed roofed open porch runs along the entire south elevation 
supported by four square posts connected by a low railing. 

The scale of the house is one of its most outstanding features. The height of 
the porch measures only some six feet. This coupled with the low railing upon enter
ing the porch as well as the low ceilings of the interior result in a charm which is 
almost unique among the homes of Lisbon. Upon investigation of the interior, this 
was not a double house with central chimney but a one family house with staircase 
located on the east W?ll of the west room, just north of the central chimney. 

A two story high, gabled roof {running north-south) kitchen wing was added on 
the west side of the building's north wall. Along the remainder of this north wall 
has been constructed ?n enclosed, one story high shed roofed vestibule. Still an
other addition extends from the east wall of the log house. This i3 a cinder 
block, one story high, shed roofed structure with rectangular south encrance. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE S3EET IF NECESSARY 
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The Roy Martin House is significant historically and architecturally to the 
village of Lisbon. 

Architecturally, it is significant as an example of turn of the century frame 
construction of a very modest and exceptionally pleasing scale. It features 
proportionally scaled and vertically aligned fenestration as well as interior 
mantle pieces and an enclosed staircase. In addition, many original window panes 
remain. Not only its architectural integrity but its importance to the streetscape 
along the north side of Route 144 are of the utmost importance. This little house 
links the post. office to the old brick house, known as the Dorsey-John Ho•Jse and serves 
as an anchor to the northwest corner of Pancoast Alley and Route 144. 

Historically, it was constructed sometime after 1878, for the Hopkins Atlas 
of that year does not indicate the present location of the building on this lot. 
In 1878 it belonged to John P. Hall who paid $1,600 for the property on April 26, 
1872. 

The four lots; 13, 14, 63 and 64 of Lisbon subdivision, which take up the 
west side of Pancoast Alley on the Hopkin's Atlas Map, passed from John Hall to 
Nickolas Henderson (May 21, 1884 - 48-82) and from Nickolas Henderson to Sarah 
Ann Hook (Oct. 8, 1884 - 48-540). By 1897 the Slagle family had acquired the 
property and held it until 1929 when Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Poole had it conveyed to 
them. 

Significant architecturally to Lisbon for its architectural integrity, as well 
as for its role as an integral part of the human scale which dominates the street
scape on the north side of Route 144, the Roy Martin House serves as an important 
element in the architectural fabric of the village of Lisbon. Its interior ?rrange
ment, the style of its mantles ?nd the wide 1211 floor boards upstPirs, indicate 
e?rly construction ?nd the possibility of the house having a nineteenth century 
construction date. 

/ 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Interview with Mr. Roy Martin, October 10, 1978 at his home. 
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Please see Howard County Land Records, Liber 465 Folio 559 
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Ellicott City Maryland 

The Maryland HisLoric Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code o~ Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
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RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The '5haw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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HO - 229 
The Roy Martin House 
Hopkin's Atlas of 1878 
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U.S. Geological Survey Map 
Woodbine, Maryland Quad 
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