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The Albert Warfield House faces east on the west side of Florence 
Road near its intersection with Ed Warfield Road. It is a delightful 
victorian House, representative of the Queen Anne Style, with its 
assemblage of a square, hipped roof, two and a half story high, build­
ing block, holding a square, brick, central chimney in its north wall, 
and terminating, on its south wall, with a two story high, semi-conical 
roofed, semi-octagonal, bay window. Two wings extend from the north and 
west walls of this latter building block, creating a cruciform plan. 
They are two story high, intersecting, gable roof, north and west wings; 
the west wing of which features a two story high, central, hipped roof, 
rectangular, bay window, and a wide, central, brick chimney. 

The roof structure of the house is the dominant architectural ele­
ment and reminescent of Japanese architecture with li1s slight kick at the 
eave line reinforced by the swagged hip roof of the central, rectangular 
bay window, of the gabled roof west wing. The swag in the roof is re­
peated by a tapered termination of the shingled second floor. 

The square, hipped roof building block, facing east, holds the main 
entrance hall and living room, with second floor hall, bath, and bedroom 
above. The rectangular, hipped roof, building block, which in conjunction 
with the square block only, forms a "T" plan, holds the two bay wide, one 
room deep, kitchen on the north side, a large sun room on the south side 
(well lighted by the semi-octagonal bay window) with master bedroom above, 
and divided by a central hall and servant's staircase. The gabled roof, 
west wing holds a first floor breakfast room and second floor dressing 
room (now an office) and bath. 

The north wing was constructed as a service wing to house those 
working on the property. It is a three bay wide, one room deep, two story 
high, hipped roof, frame first floor, with wooden shingled second floor, 
building, resting on a fieldstone foundation. It holds a one bay wide, 
tack room and a two bay wide, first floor room, with corner staircase 
enclosed by six inch beaded wainscotting and two second floor rooms. 

Fenestration for the house is almost entirely vertically aligned. 
Windows are double-hung, holding six-over-six lights, underlined-by pro­
jecting wooden sills, and surmounted by projecting wooden lintels~ 

The Albert Warfield Victorian House at Florence, Howard County, 
Maryland is one of the later buildings, constructed on Warfield .. land 
holdings which adjoin Cherry Grove (1768) and Oakdale (1828). Its dis­
tinction is due primarily to its fine example of the Queen Anne ·:.Style 
and for its associations with the Warfield family of both Cherry Grove 
and Oakdale . 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Albert Warfield House faces east on the west side of Florence 
Road near its intersection with Ed Warfield Road. It is a delight­
ful Victorian House, representative of the Queen Anne Style, with 
its assemblage of a square, hipped roof, two and a half story high, 
building block, with wide, brick, central chimney on its east wall, 
intersecting with a rectangular, hipped roof, two story high, build­
ing block, holding a square, brick, central chimney in its north 
wall, and terminating, on its south wall, with a two story high, 
semi-conical roofed, semi-octagonal, bay window. Two wings extend 
from the north and west walls of this latter building block, creat­
ing a cruciform plan. They are two story high, intersecting, gable 
roof, north and west wings; the west wing of which features a two 
story high, central, hipped roof, rectangular, bay window, and a 
wide, central, brick chimney. 

The roof structure of the house is the dominant architectural element 
and reminescent of Japanese architecture with its slight kick at the 
eave line reinforced by the swagged hip roof of the central, rectan­
gular bay window, of the gabled roof west wing. The swag in the roof 

-- is repeated by a tapered termination of the shingled second floor. 

-

The square, hipped roof building block, facing east, holds the main 
entrance hall and living room, with second floor hall, bath, and bed­
room above. The rectangular, hipped roof, building block, which in 
conjunction with the square block only, forms a "T" plan, holds the 
two bay wide, one room deep, kitchen on the north side, a large sun 
room on the south side (well lighted by the semi-octagonal bay win­
dow) with master bedroom above, and divided by a central hall and 
servants' staircase. The gabled roof, west wing holds a first floor 
breakfast room and second floor dressing room (now an office) and 
bath. 

The North wing was constructed as a service wing to house those work­
ing on the property. It is a three bay wide, one room deep, two story 
high, hipped roof, frame first floor, with wooden shingled second floor, 
building, resting on a fieldstone foundation. It holds a one bay wide, 
tack room and a two bay wide, first floor room, with corner staircase 
enclosed by six inch beaded wainscotting and two second floor rooms. 

Fenestration for the house is almost entirely vertically aligned. Win­
dows are double-hung, holding six-over-six lights, underlined by pro­
jecting wooden sills, and surmounted by projecting wooden lintels. 

The West Elevation 

To repeat, this elevation eminates an almost oriental feeling through 
its pagoda-like roof structure. Starting from north to south, the north 
wing holds a central rectangular, cross paneled entrance, surmounted by a 
0rP ljnht rTnn~nm nnn flnnkPn hv TPCrnnau)nr,nnuh)P-hUng WindOWS 1 hold­
ing six-over-six lights, underlined by projecting wooden sills and 
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vertically aligned and proportionally scaled to two similar second 
floor windows. 

The west elevation of the kitchen, inset into the north side of the 
hipped roof, rectangular building block, holds a north end bay, 
rectangular entrance door, surmounted by a one light transom, south 
of which rests a rectangular six-over-six light window. A hipped 
roof, one story high, open porch, supported by two doric columns, 
runs along this section of the house. Two similar, second floor 
windows rest above. · 

The west wall of the west wing holds the central bay, hipped roof, 
two story high, bay window, the first floor of which holds a square 
Victorian window, featuring a large rectangular light, flanked on 
each side by a single row of four square lights, surmounted and under­
lined by a double row of sixteen square lights. A two light, basement 
window is set into the stone foundation beneath this window. A second 
floor, six-over-six light window is similar to the others, decorated 
with shutters and vertically aligned to the Victorian window. The north 
and south bays of this wall hold similar, first and second floor, win­
dows. A square, four-light, attic window is inset into the "A" of the 
gable, just over the hipped roof of the bay window. 

The west wall, at the south side of the rectangular, hipped roof build­
ing block, holds a first and second floor window, similar to those des­
cribed under the south elevation. 

The North Elevation 

The north elevation of the north wing, or service wing, holds a cen­
tral, rectangular, cross paneled entrance door. 

The north elevation of the west wing, holds only a rectangular, open 
bible and cross paneled entrance door, flanked by flat pilasters and 
surmounted by one light transom. Two wide, poured-in-place cement 
steps lead to the porch landing. This entrance leads to the central 
hall and back staircase, dividing the kitchen from the sun room. 

The north elevation of the square, hipped roof, building block holds 
a square, staircase window in its east side, featuring a large central 
square, bordered by a single row of twenty square lights. It is flanked 
by flat pilasters, underlined by a projecting wooden sill and sur­
mounted by a flat wooden lintel. A first and second floor window, 
similar to those described, rest in the west bay of this section's 
north wall. 

The East Elevation 

The east elevation of the north wing holds a central bay, first floor 
window and north and south bay, second floor windows, all of which are 
similar to the general fenestration for the house. This elevation, 
particularly when dealing with the two and a half story high, square, 
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hipped roof, building block, indicates both symmetry on its second 
and attic floors, as well as the variety found in the Queen Anne 
Style with its varied window treatment and roof lines. Here we find 
a central, square, brick chimney rising between two jerkin roofed, 
dormer windows, holding four-over-four, rectangular, double-hung 
windows, with a double window resting on each side of the second( 
floor, tapered shingled wall at this elevation. Each component of 
the double window is a rectangular, double-hung window, holding 
four-over-four lights, separated and flanked by flat pilasters, 
underlined by a projecting wooden sill, surmounted by a flat wooden 
lintel and decorated with shutters. A one story high, hipped roof, 
open porch runs along this entire elevation and along the south wall 
of this square building block. It is held by nine wooden, doric 
columns and rests on a cinder block foundation. 

The first floor of the east elevation is representative of the early 
twentieth century house and the asymmetrical character of the Queen-­
Anne Style. The rectangular entrance, surmounted by a one light tran­
som, is placed just north of center, while a one story high, bay win­
dow, featuring three tall, narrow, six-over-six light windows, decor­
ated with shutters, bows out from the south side of the wall. It is 
the south elevation however, that continues what has been begun at 
this elevation and carries these thematic qualities of the Queen Anne 
Style still further. 

The South Elevation 

The south elevation features the varied window panes and roof lines 
along with the asymmetrical treatment so representative of the Queen 
Anne Style. 

The south wall of the square building block holds a centrally located, 
rectangular entrance door, surmounted by a one light transom, with a 
first floor window, similar to those described to its east. 

A second floor, double window, similar to those on the east elevation 
of this building block, rests above. This square block blends into 
the rectangular block on the first and second floors. 

The south elevation of the juncture of the square and rectangular, 
intersecting, hipped roof, building blocks holds the two story high, 
semi-conical roofed, semi-octagonally shaped, bay window, which rests 
on a stone foundation, into which are set three two-light basement 
windows. Three first and second floor windows, similar to those 
described, punctuate the wall. Four wooden steps lead to the rectan­
gular west end bay, entrance, surmounted by a one light transom, which 
enters the west wing, breakfast room, vertically aligned, to a six­
over-six light, second floor window. 

The combination of a jerkin roofed dormer, the hipped roof to the east, 
gable to the west, conical roof on the south, as well as the bay win­
dow projection, all add variety and style to this elevation. 
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The interior features Georgia pine floors, six-inch baseboards with 
Ogee molding, four foot panelling, which decorates each wall of the 
large entrance hall and staircase, (also used as a living room) and 
original mantle pieces. Door and window frames are fluted and 
joined at the corners by rectangular blocks inscribed by circles. 
Interior doors are five paneled. This interior remains today very 
much as it was when first constructed. 
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The Albert Warfield Victorian House at Florence, Howard County, Maryland 
is one of the later buildings, constructed on Warfield land holdings 
which adjoin Cherry Grove (1768) and Oakdale (1828)1. Its distinction 
is due primarily to its fine example of the Queen Anne Style2 and for 
its associations with the Warfield family of both Cherry Grove and Oak­
dale. 3 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

1. Although little growth and development has occurred in this section 
of Howard County, Maryland. A fine Warfield house has been con­
structed in this immediate area by three generations of the Warfield 
family, beginning with Cherry Grove in 1768, continuing with Oakdale 
in 1838 and terminating with the Albert Wa~field Victorian House 
in 1915. Numerous other Warfield houses dot the Howard County 
landscape such as the Heritage and Sunnyside. 

2. Architecturally, the Albert Warfield House is an outstanding ex­
ample of the Queen Anne Style with an overtone of Japanese archi­
tecture, resulting from the various hipped and gabled roofs, which 
terminate in a kick, eminating an almost pagoda-like overall effect. 
The building's combination of symmetry with asymmetry is balanced 
yet provides interest and variety. The interior woodwork and panel­
ing remain totally intact, offering a fine example for this period. 
Please see Item "7" for a detailed architectural description. 

3. The close historical association of this house with Oakdale and 
the Warfield family add to the building's importance, which at 
its construction, had political implications. It was believed 
by Marshall T. Warfield, brother of Edwin Warfield, Governor of 
Maryland in 1904, that Oakdale would be a more appropriate home 
for a Governor of the State. According to Mr. Albert Gallatin 
Warfield, his fathe~Marshall T. Warfiel~ encouraged his brothe~ 
Edwi~ to acquire Oakdale and to convey to Marshall T. Warfield 
the land on which he built his Victorian House in the Queen Anne 
style. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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MHT Work Sheet, Jean S. Ewing, 1972 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Please see Howard County Land Records, Liber 715 Folio __ 6_9 __ 
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Name : H0- 256 
Albert Warfield Victorian House 

Location: 3300 Florence Road 
Woodbine, Maryland 

Photographer: Cleora B. Thompson, A. I . C. P. 
Date of Photograph : May, 1980 
Negatives in possession of the Maryland H·istorical Trust 
View: West elevation 
Photographer looking: East 
Photograph number: 1 of 1 


