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The Kimble's Cottage faces south on a hiqh ridqe of qround on the 

north side of Union Chapel Road, just east of the Cat Tail. 

It is a four bay wide, one room deep, two story high, gabled roof 

{running east-west) frame {covered by aluminum siding) house, resting on 

a stone foundation, with square, brick interior chimney just west of 

center. 

Its south facade features two rectangular, pent roofed, bowed 

windows, holding nine lights, which flank an enlarged, central entrance, 

a double, wooden paneled door, flanked by three vertical side lights, 

and covered by a gabled roof portico, held by two wooden posts. Four 

second floor, rectangular, double-hung windows, holding six-over-six 

lights and equally spaced, run along the second floor of this facade. 

A one story high, two car garage has been added to the west wall of the 

original building block, whose west wall originally held two second 

floor windows, the south bay of which is in the process of being blocked 

in. 

This house has been completely remodeled and enlarged along its 

north and east walls by its present owners, Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Kimble. 

The basic rectangular, 15' x 21', tenant house remains as an integral 

part of the building, which has been enlarged to a 49' x 29', rectangular 

building block and its roof raised to accommodate a full, eight foot 

~ high, second floor. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL OF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Kimble's Cottage faces south on a higb· ridge of ground on the 

north side of Union Chapel Road, just east of the Cat Tail. 

It is a four bay wide, one room deep, two story high, gabled 

roof (running east-west) frame (covered by aluminum siding) house, 

resting on a stone foundation, with square, brick interior chimney 

just west of center. 

THE SOUTH FACADE 

Its south facade features two rectangular, pent roofed, bowed 

windows, holding nine lights, which flank an enlarged, central entrance, 

a double, wooden, paneled door, flanked by three vertical side lights, 

and covered by a gabled roof portico held by two wooden posts. Four 

second floor, rectangular, double-hung windows, holding six-over-six 

lights and equally spaced, run along the second floor of this 

facade. A one story high, two car garage has been added to the west 

wall of the original building block, whose west wall originally held 

two second floor windows, the south bay of which is in the process 

of being blocked in. 

The south wall of the garage holds a double window, ·each 

component of which is a rectangular, double-hung window, holding 

eight-over-eight lights. 



Description 
Page 2 of 2 

THE NORTH ELEVATION 
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The north elevation holds a first floor, sliding glass door in 

its east bay and west of this door, another two light, rectangular, 

open bible and cross paneled entrance door. A small six-over-six 

light rectangular, first floor window lies west of this door and a 

larger, but similar first floor window rests in the west end bay. 

Three equally spaced similar, second floor windows rest above. 

A large garage door takes up the north wall of the garage, 

constructed on a cinder block foundation, with a rectangular, open 

bible and cross paneled entrance door in the east end bay of this 

garage wall. 

NOTE 

This house has been completely remodeled by its present 

owners, Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Kimble. The basic rectangular building 

block remains, but with two additions, one on the north and one on 

the east, enlarging the original tenant house from a dimension of 

15' x 21' to one of 49' x 29', and raising the roof to provide for 

a full second floor with a height of 8'. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Kimble's Cottage is a good example of how a simple, Howard 

County, vernacular, frame building of modest dimensions can be enlarged 

and remodeled, retaining the original structure within the framework 

of the new building which emerges. 1 In addition it provides an example 

of a building once used as a tenant house for the farm of William 

Dorsey, believed to have been constructed circa 1932.2 

EXPLANATORY NOTES: 

1. Kimble's Cottage, provides a good example of how a simple 

frame vernacular building can be enlarged and modernized to provide 

a spacious single family dwelling unit. 

Initially the tenant house held two upstairs and downstairs 

rooms, measured 15' x 21' with a central entrance door, flanked by 

single windows, and a staircase located on its north wall. The 

second floor was a simple loft, hardly a second floor. Mr. and 

Mrs. Dennis Kimble bought the house in 1971, and immediately added 

on a kitchen wing, 14' x 21', along the north wall of the origina~ 

building block. Two years later they extended the building to the· 

east, adding on a living-dining room-kitchen addition, 28' x 14'. 
-------- - - -- -- --- - ---·- -- --- --·- ----

The present~_ cent~ai., doul:>lE: _ entr.ance___door marks the division line 
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of the original building block and its addition. The west side enters 

the original section, the east side the new section. The east wall 

of the original house has been opened here to provide for an "L" 

shaped hallway. The original building block is now occupied predomi-

nately by a large TV room or den, with a laundry room, passage, and 

bath along its north wall. The 1971 kitchen addition holds an office, 

as well as a modern kitchen, while the 1973 addition holds a large 

dining-living room, as well as an addition to the kitchen. A 30' x 

28' garage, attached to the west wall of the building, completes this 

modern complex. 

Initially, the building was constructed with no insulation, hot 

~ or cold running water, etc. It is now completely insulated, features 

three baths and a modern kitchen. This is a far cry from the days 

when black tenants walked to the spring to draw water and carry it 

back to the house. 

2. Kimble's Cottage provides an example of the dimensions and 

character of a simple frame tenant house of the early twentieth cen-

tury. Believed to have been constructed circa 1932, this building, 

like others of this period, was constructed on stone footings, with 

square cinder blocks, which may have been hand made, and are of the 

1930 period, sitting on this mortar and stone base. This 15' x 21' 

basement was a dirt basement, which has been dug out and cemented in. 

Prior to 1945, buildings were not insulated. This 15' x 21' building 

was no exception, once holding no insulation. This has since been 

corrected. 
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Although now a modern residence, Kimble's Cottage incorporates 

an earlier, more modest building, retaining it as an integral part 

of a fine modern residence. 
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2ND ADDITION 

1973 
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Name: H0-260 
Kimble ' s Cottage 

Location: 15698 Union Chapel Road 
Woodbine, MD 21797 

Photographer: Cleora B. Thompson, A.I.C.P. 
Date of photograph: August, 1980 
Negatives in possession of the Maryland Historical Trust 
View: South 
Photographer looking: North 
Photograph number: 1 of 1 


