
H0-263 
House of Silence 
Woodbine 
Private 

circa 1871 

The House of Silence faces east on the north side of Union Chapel 

Road just west of Cattail Creek. It is a two bay wide, one room deep, 

two story high, gabled roof {running north-south) log covered with 

German siding house, resting on a fieldstone foundation, with square 

brick chimney inset into its north wall and a one bay wide, one room 

deep, two story high, gabled roof {running north-south) frame {covered 

with German siding) north addition, resting on a brick foundation. 

The interior features one large downstairs room in the main log 

building block, with two equal, second floor bedrooms. 

A narrow, enclosed staircase to the second floor is placed in the 

-- southwest corner of the living room. It features a batten wood door to 

a closet beneath the staircase and a battenwood door to the staircase 

itself. Interesting, little, narrow cupboards are also located on 

either side of the downstairs fireplace, centered on the north wall of 

the room, which is lighted by an east, west and south window. A door on 

the east side of the mantle place leads into the kitchen addition. 

The House of Silence is a good example of Howard County vernacular 

log architecture, associated with Ridgely's Reserve and William T. 

Silence. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The House of Silence faces east on the north side of Union Chapel 

Road just west of the Cattail Creek. It is a two bay wide, one room 

deep, two story high, gabled roof (running north-south) log covered 

with German siding house, resting on a fieldstone foundation, with 

square brick chimney inset into its north wall and a one bay wide, one 

room deep, two story high, gabled roof (running north-south) frame 

(covered with German siding) north addition, resting on a brick foun-

dation. 

EAST ELEVATION 

The east elevation features a one story high, shed roofed, log, 

open porch, supported by two posts along the main building block, 

covering a rectangular, cross paneled entrance door in the south bay. 

North rests a rectangular, double-hung window, holding two-over-two 

lights, beneath which is placed the cellar door leading to the stone 

walled,dirt floor basement of the house. 

The east wall of the addition holds a four light, rectangular, 

paneled entrance door in its north bay and a two-over-two lig~1t .. 

rectangular window in its south bay. A second floor, shed roof ad-

dition has been added to the roof of what was once a kitchen porch 

but has now been enclosed. A two-over-two light second floor window 

is placed in the east wall of this addition. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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WEST ELEVATION 

H0-263 
Woodbine 

District 4 

The west elevation holds two two-over-two, first floor windows and 

two rectangular, double-hung, second floor windows. That on the north 

holds six-over-six lights, that on the south holds two-over-two. 

NORTH ELEVATION 

The north elevation holds a six-over-nine light, rectangular, 

second floor window and a two light rectangular attic window. 

A one bay wide, one bay deep, one story high, gabled roof 

(running north-south) cinderblock,one car garage runs along the north 

_.... elevation of the building. 

THE INTERIOR 

The interior features one large downstairs room in the main log building 

block, with two equal, second floor bedrooms. 

A narrow, enclosed staircase to the second floor is placed in the 

southwest corner of the living room. It features a batten wood door to 

a closet beneath the staircase and a battenwood door to the staircase it-

self. Interesting, little, narrow cupboards are also located on either 

side of the downstairs fireplace, centered on the north wall of the room, 

which is lighted by an east, west and south window. A door on the east 

side of the mantle place leads into the kitchen addition. 

This addition once held an open porch on its east wall, which has now 

been enclosed, with the east wall opened up to create a large kitchen. A 

_.... narrow, enclosed staircase is located in its southwest corner, leading 

up to the large bedroom above the kitchen. A second floor bath is 

located over the enclosed porch section of the kitchen, lighted by an east 

window. 
-2-
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H0-263 
Woodbine 
District 4 

A north rectangular, cr©s spaneled, north entrance leads into the 

cinderblock, one car garage, constructed along the north wall of the 

kitchen addition. The kitchen was at one time a lean to with an outside 

stove for cooking. 

-3-
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Local history 

The House of Silence is a good example of Howard County vernacular 

log architecture, 1 associated with Ridgely's Reserve 2 and William T. 

Silence. 3 

Explanatory Notes 

1. The House of Silence is a good example of vernacular log architec-

ture. Commonly, in Howard County, the log house of the· nineteenth cen-

tury rested on a full, fieldstone foundation with log joists holding its 

first floor. The log construction was covered by clapboard on the ex-

terior with its interior walls covered with wood lathing covered with 

plaster. Small cupboards are located on either side of the fireplace 

and under the staircases. 

2. The House of Silence is located on a part of Ridgely's Reserve, 

noted on an old deed from Dennis Gaither to William T. Silence in the 

Howard County Land Records (See Title Search for the liber, folio). 

3. The house was completely constructed by William T. Silence, who 

acquired some 74 acres of Ridgely's Reserve from Dennis Gaither in 1877 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Significance 

H0-263 
District 4 
Woodbine 

and another 17 acres shortly after, accumulating some 92 acres of 

land, which was noted on the 1878 Hopkin's Atlas. In 1929 his 

daughter, Jessie Silence Everly, acquired the property, mortgaging it 

in 1931 and finally selling it to Mr. and Mrs. Snyder in 1934. It is 

presently owned by Mrs. Celine Sigelrnan. 
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TRANSACTION 
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22.2 ps. 

Deed to 89A 2 rds. 22.2 ps. 

Deed to 64/lOOA, 88/lOOA, 
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Deed to 17A + 

Deed to 73A + 
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Name: House of Silence 

Location: 15780 U \')1 c·\1 (\"IC{ pe I P-t.L;'C 
U Jt<"..1£'. db 1 'ril' Maryland 

Photographer: Cleora B. Thompson, A.I.C.P. 
Date of photograph: September, 1980 
Negatives in possession of the Maryland Historical Trust 
View: south 
Photographer looking: north 
Photograph number: 1 of 1 


