
H0-287 
Cattail Farm 
Glenwood 
Private 

Circa 1853 

The Cattail Farm faces east on the west side of Route 97, set back 

from the road on a gentle rise of ground. It is a five bay wide, two 

bay deep, two and a half story high, gabled roof (running north-south) 

frame (covered by clapboard) house, resting on a stone foundation, with 

twin, wide brick chimneys inset into its north and south walls and a two 

bay wide, two bay deep, two story high, gabled roof (running north-south) 

frame (covered with clapboard) service wing, resting on a stone foundation, 

along the north wall of the main building block. 

The main building block features a slightly projecting, central, 

first floor entrance bay, which holds a wide, central, rectangular, one 

light entrance door, flanked by vertical leaden paned, side lights and 

surmounted by a leaden paned fan light. Fluted, flat pilasters flank 

this entrance, rising to square blocks, upon which rest fluted pilasters, 

which in turn hold a cornice. Two tall, floor-to-ceiling, rectangular, 

double-hung windows, holding one-over-one lights, are surmounted by 

flat wooden lintels with cornices and decorated with wooden shutters. 

A one story high, hipped roof, open porch runs along the entire east 

elevation of the main building block, with scroll work directly over the 

central entrance way. It also runs along almost all of the east wall of 

its service wing. The porch is held by six doric columns and two pilas-

ters and features a row of dentils, which decorate its box cornice. 
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Part of this property was inherited by Margaret Banks Dorsey 

from her father, Samuel Banks, in 1853, comprising some 93 acres of 

land. Along with this property, Mrs. Dorsey also inherited five 

slaves. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Cattail Farm faces east on the west side of Route 97, 

set back from the road on a gentle rise of ground. It is a five 

bay wide, two bay deep, two and a half story high, gabled roof 

(running north-south) frame (covered by clapboard) house, resting 

on a stone foundation, with twin, wide brick chimneys inset into 

its north and south walls and a two bay wide, two bay deep, two 

story high, gabled roof (running north-south) frame (covered with 

clapboard) service wing, resting on a stone foundation, along the 

north wall of the main building block. 

THE EAST FACADE 

The main building block features a slightly projecting, centraL 

first floor entrance bay, which holds a wide, central, rectangular, 

one light entrance door, flanked by vertical leaden paned, side 

lights and surmounted by a leaden paned fan light. Fluted, flat 

pilasters flank this entrance, rising to square blocks, upon which 

rest fluted pilasters, which in turn hold a cornice. Two tall, 

floor-to-ceiling, rectangular, double-hung windows, holding one-

over-one lights, are surmounted by flat wooden lintels with cor-

nices and decorated with wooden shutters. A one story high, hipped 

roof, open porch runs along the entire east elevation of the main 

building block, with scroll work directly over the central entrance 

way. It also runs along almost all of the east wall of its service 

wing. The porch is held by six doric columns and two pilasters 
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and features a row of dentils, which decorate its box cornice. 

The second floor central bay of the east facade holds a tri-

partite window composed of a large, one-over-one light, rectangular 

window, flanked by tall, narrow, rectangular, one-over-one light 

windows, separated and flanked by pilasters, surmounted by a flat 

lintel with a cornice. Two second floor windows, proportionally 

scaled and vertically aligned to those below, rest on each side of 

this tripartite window. 

A central intersecting gable, featuring a closed pediment, 

- holds a small tripartite window, composed of a central, roman arched, 

double-hung window, holding nine gothic arched and rectangular 

lights-over-one light, flanked by small rectangular windows featur-

ing a central diamond light with a triangular light in each corner. 

These windows are separated and flanked by pilasters, underlined 

by a flat sill and surmounted by a flat wooden lintel and central 

roman arched, wooden lintel with key stone. Along the eave line of 

the intersecting gable runs a row of dentils and brackets, which decor-

ates the cornice, running along the roofline of the east and west 

elevations, as well, and the gable ends of the north and south elevat-

icns. 

The east wall of the service wing holds an oval shaped 

.- window with keystone in its south bay and a one-over-one light 

window in its north bay. 
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The south wall holds two first and second floor windows, simi-

lar to those already described, on the east elevation and a tripar-

tite, arched attic window, which holds a central arched, double-

hung window, holding nine-over-one lights, flanked by smaller 

arched, double-hung windows, holding nine-over-one lights. These 

are separated and flanked by flat pilasters, underlined by a flat 

sill and surmounted by an arched lintel with key stone. 

Four tall, rectangular, one-over-one light windows rest in 

the south wall of a one story high, shed roofed enclosed porch 

along the west elevation. 

THE NORTH ELEVATION 

The east bay of the north wall holds a first and second floor 

window, similar to those described and a roman arched, ten-over-one 

light window, surmounted by a roman arched lintel and key stone. 

The north wall of the service wing holds a tripartite, first 

floor, casement window, each component a six light, rectangular 

casement window, and two second floor windows, similar to those 

already described. 

THE WEST ELEVATION 

Along the entire west elevation of the main building block, 
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and the southern half of its north service wing runs a one story 

high, shed roofed, sun porch, holding a rather centrally located, 

rectangular, fifteen light entrance door. Four wooden steps, 

flanked by an iron railing, lead to this entrance, flanked on the 

south by two tripartite windows, separated by a flat pilaster and 

on the north by a quatre partite window. Each component of these 

windows is a tall, rectangular, double-hung window, holding one-

over-one lights. A squarish, one-over-one light window rests in 

the center of that section, which runs along the service wing. 

Five second floor, rectangular, double-hung windows, holding one-

over-one lights, decorated with shutters, are placed in the main 

building block's west wall, with a similar second floor window 

in the north bay of the service wing, vertically aligned to a six-

over-six light, first floor window below. Seven poured-in-place, 

concrete steps lead to a landing for the four light, rectangular 

entrance door, placed in the north wall of the north end of the 

sun porch. 

A swimming pool lies south of the house, and several auxiliary 

buildings, most prominent of which is a large, two story high, frame 

barn, lie west of the house. 

INTERIOR 

The interior of Cattail Farm has been modified somewhat from 

the days when Margaret Banks Dorsey lived here but the stone foun

dation of the house remains the same, holding a wide central stone 
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wall (running north-south), bearing the division wall between the 

living room and parlor on the south side of the central hall and 

the dining room and den on its north side. Log joists, some cut 

in half, others whole trees, run east-west, supporting the wide 

random width floors of the first floor. A full basement is found on 

the east side of the house, with crawl space on the west side. 

The major stylistic detail occuring in the window treatment 

of the end gables and the central, projecting bay, intersecting 

gable evidently occured during the tenure of the Gaither family 

in the early twentieth century. 

During the tenure of the Brubackers in the mid-twentieth cen-

tury, the central staircase for the house, as well as its mantle-

pieces, were removed and the downstairs completely gutted in order 

for steel girders to be placed in the walls to reinforce the house. 

The Brubackers completely renovated the downstairs, replacing the 

staircase and putting back the mantlepieces, which they had found 

in the downstairs rooms. (These mantlepieces are of the early 

twentieth century period and were evidently installed by Daniel 

Gaither at that time). Additionally, they uncovered a fireplace 

in the northwest room of the house. This created a focal point 

for their den, which was then paneled with handhewn, square, 

ceiling joists exposed. 

The ceilings of the hall, dining room, living room and parlor, 

all feature crown molding, decorated with a row of dentils. The wide 
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hall staircase rises directly to the second floor landing and 

features round tapered balusters. 

The second floor of the main building block features wide, random 

width floors, open bible and cross paneled doors and two original mantle-

pieces. That in the southwest corner bedroom features a simple flat 

lintel, supported by two flat pilasters, encased in a simple molding, 

all of which is surmounted by two short pilasters which hold a tapered 

mantle shelf. An original, open bible and cross paneled entrance 

door, west of the mantle, opens into an original closet. The door 

holds a box lock and china door knob. Another original mantle is 

found in the northeast corner bedroom. It features flat pilasters 

with two square flutes supporting a flat lintel encased in a simple 

molding. 

In the northwest corner room a rectangular, open bible and 

cross paneled attic staircase door is found. It is framed by two flat 

pilasters and a flat lintel, joined by a square cornerblock. The 

staircase leads to the attic, which is covered by a shingled gabled 

roof, covered now by a slate roof. Wide 12 to 14 inch floor boards 

are found here, as well as square cut nails. 

THE SERVICE WING 

The service wing is as old as the main building block and now 

holds, on the first floor, a large modern kitchen with an enclosed 

staircase to the second floor, running along its east wall. The second 
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floor holds a hall (running east-west) , off which two bedrooms are 

found. The moldings on the hall side of the doorways are twentieth 

century, but the door and window frames of the interior walls of the 

two rooms feature two pilasters with two squarely cut flutes and a 

similar lintel, joined at their corners by simple square blocks. 
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SPECIFIC DATES circa 185 3 
BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Cattail Farm is a good example of vernacular frame architecture in 

Howard County with some very fine stylistic detail in the treatment 

of the cornice, its intersecting gable and its wide central entrance 

and fan light. 1 Historic~lly, it is associated with Margaret Banks 

Dorsey, the daughter of Samuel Banks, who lived at H0-10, New Year's 

Gift and sister to Henry Banks, who lived at adjoining Waterford 

Farm, H0-494. 2 

EXPLANATORY NOTES: 

Architecturally, this vernacular frame house is given a note of ele-

gance from the fine stylistic detail, which adorns its east facade. 

It is composed of a major five bay wide, two bay deep, two and a 

half story high, frame building block to which a smaller service wing 

has been constructed off its north wall. The two blend successfully, 

tied together by a one story high, open porch, featuring a cornice 

decorated with a row of dentils, running along their east walls. 

The doorway is especially elegant, flanked by leaden paned side 

lights and fl~-~~_p_!l_~~-ter~ _ 9-n_~ SUI"!fl..Q\lll_te..d_.by a leaden paned fan-

light. 
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Cattail Farms is obviously the house in which Margaret Banks 

Dorsey and her husband John A. Dorsey lived. The service wing and 

main building block existed at that time. Later, however, in the 

early nineteenth century, under the tenure of the Gaither family 

certain stylistic changes occured to the exterior of the building, 

mainly evidenced in the addition of a central, projecting entrance 

bay on the east facade, surmounted by a central, intersecting gable, 

holding the tripartite window, previously described. The tripartite 

attic window on the south elevation and the single attic window on 

the north elevation were also added at this time, as well as the 

three downstairs mantlepieces. It is probable that the window 

sashes were changed at this time to hold large one-over-one lights, 

rather than the smaller six-over-six light, double-hung sashes of 

the mid-nineteenth century. 

In the mid-twentieth century the building again undertook a 

general restoration and renovation, with its walls reinforced by 

steel girders and its central staircase installed. The early 

twentieth century mantlepieces were retained and new crown mold-

ing added to adorn the downstairs hall and its three rooms. The 

second floor, however, remained virtually untouched, although it 

was renovated. Its open bible and cross paneled entrance doors 

remain, its two original mantlepieces and its wide random width 

floors. 

As a house which bridges the history of some hundred and twenty 

or thirty years, its architecture presents a study in change, 
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2. Historically, this property is one of the most interesting in 

Howard County, for it is connected with the prominent Banks family, 

who settled at H0-10, New Year's Gift, in the first half of the 

nineteenth century. 

By 1856, the date of the will of Samuel Banks, he had accumulated 

some 900 acres of land and owned some 34 slaves. His will is of 

interest for in it he remembered each of his older children, be-

queathing them substantial acreage. Cattail Farm began in such a 

way with Samuel Banks bequeathing a ninety three and a fourth acre 

tract of land, Lot #3 (see Attachment 5) to his daughter Margaret 

Banks Dorsey. Later, she and her husband acquired an additional 

one hundred and twenty five (125) acres from her brother Henry and 

his wife Arianna, who lived at Waterford Farms, for $2,500.00. 

The period of the 1850's and 1860's was a period of turbulance 

in Howard County, with southern syrrpathies running high in this 

area during the Civil War. Margaret's brother Henry died at its 

termination in 1865, leaving his wife Arianna and seven children. 

Margaret's family held on a little longer. In 1888, she deeded 

the property to her son, John A. Dorsey, who mortgaged it in the 

same year, finally losing it altogether in 1895 to Dennis P. 

Gaither. Great prosperity had reigned for this family in 1856. 

Their father, Samuel, had given each of his five children five 

slaves and a nice piece of property to each of his three oldest 

children. His wife remained on the "home farm," acquired from 

Dr. Richard Dorsey in 1840, with nine slaves. By the end of the 
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century, these large land holdings had passed to other hands and 

the outcome of the Civil War had issued in a new order for the 

plantation farms of Maryland and the southern states. 

The present house with later stylistic changes previously 

described is believed to date from 1853. The conveyance of 1888 

by Margaret Dorsey to her son, John A. Dorsey, states"the property 

where I now live" and her son, in the mortgage transaction of that 

same year, states, "being the Farm on which we now live." By 1895, 

the Farm was acquired by the Dennis P. Gaither family, who resided 

here until 1945, and was increased by the addition of a 153 acre 

tract of land. In 1945, the farm was conveyed to Marlin D. Brubaker 

and his wife, Audrey, for $5,550.00, by Edith M. Gaither, widow of 

Daniel, the son of Dennis Gaither. Since 1954, J. Garret and Catherine 

B. Reilly have owned this lovely tract of land and buildings, now 

consisting of some 262 acres of land. 
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( 1) 
26 June, 1954 

(2) 
July 6, 194'i 

(3B) 
,June 24, 1897 

(31\) 
April 5, 1910 

TITLE SFARCH 

110-787 CA'T"J'AlL FAR'! 

Preparf'd hy Cleora Thompson, l\.I.C.P. 

LIBF.R FOLIO GRl\NTOR GRl\N'l'EE ------ ----

257 - 518 Marlin D. Ronhaker J. Garrett Reilly 

PARCEL l {A) 153~ A + 
with exceptions 

Parcel 2 

Parcel 3 

185-462 

67-294 

89-36 

Lot No. 3 on a plat filed with Last Will 
and Testament of late SaJT1tel Banks - conveyed to 
daughter, Margaret B. Dor~ey, Jan 18, 1856 Wills 
1-350 981..i l\ + 

12 5/4 A:':_ 

Edith M. Gaither, widow 

together with bldgs. 

Dennis P. Gailher & Leanna 

Daniel departed this life intestate 

Marlin D. Brubaker & 
Audrey G. Brubaker 

for $5,550.00 

Daniel H. Gaither, son & 
Edith H. Gaither 

on December 25, 1941 - his widow Edith, 
daughter - Louise M. Gaither, who also 
departed intestate, unmarrieu, on Cctober 
10, 1944, leaving Edith, widow. 

Daniel H. Gaither 

"Together with hldgs" 

Dorsey Warfeld & Mary W. Warfeld 
p /0 Red Oak Hi 11 P/O~ard to Get Dear Paid For" 

P/O Duval ls Range, P/O "Vanity 
Mount" 

{ 41\) 
5 Dec. 1906 83-101 ,John H. R. Wolfe J. Dorsey Warfeld 
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land 

Deed to 2 tracts 
containing{B) 2161\~ 
{l\)153 At -

Deed to 218~A. 

Deed to 153~ /\ere 

l53~A. 
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"by a Mortgage from John J\. Dorsey to Dennis P. Gaither of 20 March, 1888 
(52-187) ... "James MacKubin authorized to sell the property for" 

53-187 John A. Dorsey Dennis P. Gaither 

"being the Farm on which we now live" 

53-186 Margaret Dorsey John A. Dorsey, son 

"all those 2 parcels of land of (1) 125 1/4 A+ and (2) 93 1/4 A~, being 
the property where I now live." Reference to-Will of 21 November, 1876-
Wi lls 2-300 

18-271 Henry & Arianna Danks Margaret Banks Dorsey 

P/O "Vanity Mount" "P/O Duvall's Range" Reference to a Plat filed with the 
Will of said Samuel Banks by the letter K" Reference also to land of John 
& Richard Dorsey" 

18-276 
18-275 
l-350 Wills 

Alfred Warfield 
John A. Dorsey 
Samuel Banks 

John J\. Dorsey 
Alfred Warfield 
Margaret Dorsey 

to beloved wife Matilda "dwelling planation "or home farm" is on Lot #1. 

Samuel Banks had given the following 
slaves to the following members of his family. 

9 to wife Matilda + "home farm" 
5 to daughter, Sarah Ann Bartholow + 192 Acres 
5 to son Henry + 332 Acres 
5 to daughter Margaret + 93 A+ & $300 
5 to Maria Louisa +, $500 
5 to daughter Leanna Banks 
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Deed to 218~A 
For $4,991.00 

Mortgage to 2 parcels 
218~ Acre + 

Deed to 218~A+ 
for $8,000 -

Deed to 125'l!A+ 
for $2,500.00-

9 3'l l\+ 
931..i A+ 



PATE 

TITLE SEARCH 

H0-287 CA'l'TAIJ, FARM 

Prepared by Cleora Thompson, A.I.C.P. 

LIBER FOLIO GRAN TOR GRANTEE 

This Will mentions the "home farm" located at Lot #1 acquired by Samuel Banks from 
Dr. Richard Dorsey by Deed dated 14 December, 1840 and recorded in the land records 
of Howara County (l-125) on September 4, 1843 he acquired an additional 81~ acres from 
Dr. Dorsey (4-293) 

"I give and bequeath to my said wife, the following slaves, namely, Dennis, Billy, 
John, Beal, ? , Rachel, Louisa, Rllen and Kitty and nll the increase they may 
thereafter have, 

"I give and devise to my daughter Margaret Dorsey all that parcel of land marked 
on the plat, Lot No. 3, ... and have given to my said daughter, Margaret Dorsey 
and put into her possession the following named slaves, to wit. Caroline, Henrietta, 
Ruth, John Wesley and Luther. I do ratify and confirm said gift, with all their 
increase". 
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Name: H0-287 
Cattail Farm 

Location: West side of Route 97 
1800' SW Roxbury Road 

Photographer: Cleora B. Thompson , A. I . C.P . 
Date of photograph: August, 1980 
Negatives in possession of the Maryland Historical Trust 
View: East 
Photographer looking: West 
Photograph nwnber: 1 of 1 


