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H0-292 
The Joshua Disney Wheelwright Shop 
Private 
Highland 

Circa 1847 

The Joshua Disney Wheelwright Shop now serves as the 

Harvest Home Antique Shop, facing north on the south 

east corner of Route 216 and 108. It is a three bay 

wide, one room deep, two story high, gabled roof (run-

ning east-west) frame (covered with German siding on 

the north and west elevations) building, resting on 

a stone foundation, with a square brick exterior 

chimney placed east of center on the south wall. 

Local historians believe this building was used as a 

Wheelwright Shop b-y Joshua Disney, as early as 1847. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Joshua Disney Wheelwright Shop now serves as the Harvest Home 

Antique Shop, facing north on the south east corner of Route 216 and 

108. It is a three bay wide, one room deep, two story high, gabled 

roof (running east-west) frame (covered with German siding on the 

north and west elevations) -building, resting on a stone foundation, 

with a square brick exterior chimney placed east of center on the 

south wall. 

North Elevation 

A wide, first floor, sliding barn door, takes up the central bay of 

this elevation, which is covered by German siding. The entrance 
'. 

is flanked by rectangular; double-hung windows, holding six-over-six 

lights, underlined by projecting wooden sills and decorated with 

shutters. Three similar, proportionally scaled, vertically aligned, 

windows punctuate the second floor of this elevation. 

South Elevation 

The south elevation is covered by vertical barn siding and holds 

end bay second floor, rectangular, double-hung windows, holding six-

over-six lights, decorated with wooden sills and shutters. The 

square brick exterior chimney, previously mentioned, lies east of 

center. 

East and West Elevations 

The east elevation holds no apertures and is covered by vertical 

barn siding. The west elevation is covered by German siding and 
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holds a rectangular, open bible cross paneled entrance door in the 

north corner, with two rectangular, double-hung windows, underlined 

by projecting wooden sills,lying south of the entrance. These 

windows are synunetrically placed, so that the entrance door may or 

may not be an addition. A wide, second floor, barn door rests 

above. 
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-SOOAl./HUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

X.. TRANSPORTATION 

~OTHER ISPECJFY! 
Local History 

The Joshua Disney Wheelwright Shop at Highland, Howard County, Maryland 

is significant in the fields of industry1 and transportation2 

having been used as a Wheelwright Shop by Joshua Disney in the 

nineteenth century and by Malcolm Disney in the twentieth. In 

addition its association with the Disney family of Highland is 

highly significant to the local history of Howard County 3 . 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

1 & 2. According to Mrs. Mildred Gallis, great granddaughter of 

Joshua Disney, this building is believed to have been used by 

Joshua Disney for his Wheelwright Shop in 1847. No building, 

however, is indicated on this corner of the intersection of Routes 

108 and 216 on either 1) the Hopkints Atlas of 1878 or 2) the 

Martenet Map 0£ 1860. Whether this was an error in the mapping, 

which is possible, is not known. We do know, however, that this 

building was used as a Wheelwright Shop by his son, Charles Disney, 

whose ledgers £rom the early twentieth century have been preserved 

The work done describes the buggy: "bolsters ($2. 25 )_, rims ($1. 5 0) , 

spokes l30 cents each)_, side curt.ains (_$1.20)_, axle beds ($2.00), 

painting tops (_$3.00) and spring bars (JS cents). His son, Malcolm 

_Ri_~ney '--~s __ als·o -~_no~_ to h(i~e _gwned this ~uilding. When automobiles 
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later became the mode of transportation, he built a garage and 

gas station across the street from his father's shop, carrying on 

the family tradition of serving transportation needs at the 

cross roads at Highland. 

The present building is significant as an example of a nineteenth 

century Wheelwright Shop. It still retains its large, central, 

north sliding door, which allowed carriage or buggy entrance, 

remaining very much as it was when first constructed. 

3. The shop's association with the Disney family of Highland is 

quite significant to the local history of Howard County, Maryland. 

Here at the Highland crossroads, this family of wheelwrights have 

furnished an important service to travelers since 1847, when Joshua 

Disney, the wheelwright came to Highland. It is interesting to note, 

there was also another Joshua Disney in the history of Highland, 

with no apparent family ties. 

It is known that the first Joshua Disney did operate a wheelwright 

shop at Highland in 1860. The 1860 Martenet Map notes Joshua 

Disney as Wheelwright and Blacksmith at this location, on the 

southwest corner of Routes 108 and 216. 

By 1878 W. F. Wall had constructed his General Store, on this same 

corner, with Highland then known as Wall's Cross Roads. 
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H0-292 
Joshua Disney Wheelwright Shop (Butterfields) 
Clarksville Pike and Highland Road 
Highland 
Northwest facade 
Jennifer K. Cosham 
April 21, 2004 
Digital color photo on file at MHT 



H0-292 
Joshua Disney Wheelwright Shop (Butterfields) 
Clarksville Pike and Highland Road 
Highland 
South elevation 
Jennifer K. Cosham 
April 21 , 2004 
Digital color photo on file at MHT 



H0-292 
Joshua Disney Wheelwright Shop (Butterfields) 
Clarksville Pike and Highland Road 
Highland 
East elevation 
Jennifer K. Cosham 
April 2 1, 2004 
Digital color photo on file at MHT 



H0-292 r Joshua Disney Wheelwright Shop (Butterfields) 
Clarksville Pike and Highland Road 
Highland 
Northeast facade 
Jennifer K. Cosham 
April 21, 2004 
Digital color photo on file at MHT 





Name: HO-~ 
Joshua Disney ' s Wheelwright Shop 

Location! Route 216 and 108 
Highland, Md. 20777 

Photographer: Cleora B. Thompson, A.I.C. P . 
Date of Photograph: June, 1981 
Negatives in possession of the Maryland Historical Trust 
View: Northeast 
Photographer looking: Southwest 
Photograph number: 1 of 1 


