
H0-295 
Woodcamp Farm 
Mt. Airy 
Private 1918 

Woodcamp Farm faces north on the south side of Hardy Road, with 
the entrance doors on the two northeast corners of the building. It 
is a Victorian, gabled, frame house with elements of the Queen Anne 
style. A sister house, of similar design, stands east of Woodcamp Farm. 

The frame (covered with German siding) building is large in scale 
and perfect in proportion, featuring large, intercepting gables with 
hipped roof, one story high, curved porches on both its northeast and 
southeast corners. The front porch or north porch is held by six doric 
columns and is approached by four very wide, poured in place, concrete, 
steps on its east and north perimeters, which lead to rectangular north 
entrances. 

Fish scaled shingles decorate the upper gable line of the central 
building block on the south elevation, which holds the large kitchen 
and its east and south rectangular entrance doors. 

The building features simple box cornices with returns, while the 
roof appears to be of copper, decorated in diagonal squares. Two tall, 
square brick chimneys rise from the center and north end of the main 
building block, whose gabled roof runs north-south, intercepted on the 

-- east elevation by a wide second floor gable, which holds a rectangular, 
central, second floor window, beneath which is found a three windowed, 
first floor, bay window, beneath whose central window is placed the 

-

date, "1918". This section also covers a portion of the open front porch. 

This house was constructed by William Hardy and is a sister house 
to another Hardy House, lying east, both of which are located on part 
of a tract of land called "Additional Defense" and part of another tract 
called "Range Declined". 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Woodcamp Farm faces north on the south side of Hardy Road, with the 
entrance doors on the two northeast corners of the building. It is a 
Victorian, gabled, frame house with elements of the Queen Anne style. A 
sister house, of similar design, stands east of Woodcamp Farm. 

The frame (covered with German siding) building is large in scale 
and perfect in proportion, featuring large, intercepting gables with 
hipped roof, one story high, curved porches on both its northeast and 
southeast corners. The front porch or north porch is held by six doric 
columns and is approached by four very wide, poured in place, concrete, 
steps on its east and north perimeters, which lead to rectangular north 
entrances. 

Fish scaled shingles decorate the upper gable line of the central 
building block on the south elevation, which holds the large kitchen and 
its east and south rectangular entrance doors. 

The building features simple box cornices with returns, while the 
roof appears to be of copper, decorated in diagonal squares. Two tall, 
square brick chimneys rise from the center and north end of the main 
building block, whose gabled roof runs north-south, intercepted on the 
east elevation by a wide second floor gable, which holds a rectangular, 
central, second floor window, beneath which is found a three windowed, 
first floor, bay window, beneath whose central window is placed the date, 
"1918". This section also covers a portion of the open front porch. 

The placement of apertures on the south elevation is very regular. 
A central, first floor, rectangular, kitchen entrance is flanked by single, 
rectangular windows. Above rest two evenly spaced, though not vertically 
aligned, second floor windows. The curvelinear, hipped roof, open, kitchen 
porch, which runs along the east and south walls of the large kitchen is 
held by nine turned posts. Three wide central steps, on the south, lead to 
the south kitchen entrance, while four wide, poured in place, concrete 
steps, similar to those for the front porch, lead to the east door of the 
kitchen. 

One further, two story high gabled roof, building block is placed on 
the west side of the main building block's north wall, off center, but 
not intercepting. 

Barns and outbuildings lie south of the house. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER ISPECIFYI 

Woodcamp Farm is associated with the Hardy family of Howard County1 

and is a good example of early twentieth century, Victorian architecture, 
with elements of both the Queen Anne and Shingle styles. 2 Its continuance 
as a working farm also makes it important to agriculture.3 

1. The land on which Woodcamp Farm was constructed was acquired by James 
Hardy on February 15, 1909. It comprised parts of "Additional Defense" and 
"Range Declined" or some 62 1/4 acres. On September 21, 1912 William Hardy 
acquired a part of this farm, and, in 1918, constructed the present house. 
His brother, Edward Hardy, constructed a similar house, east of this one, 
on the same side of the Old Baltimore - Fredericktown Road, now called 
Hardy Road. 

2. The house is a fine example of the best in early twentieth century 
design. We see a departure from the basic "I 11

, 
11 L 11 and "T" plans, of the 

nineteenth century, with its accompanying syrnetry and the initiation of 
cruciform plans, with intersecting gable roofs and dormer windows. American 
architecture was breaking away from the rigidity of the past. The icono
clastic period, which flourished in the 1920's was also being experienced 
in the architectural designs of this period. No longer a simple, direct 
plan, but an attempt to surprise, to innovate and create new patterns. 
Staircases are set into corners, allowing the remainder of the floor area 
to be fully used. Entry halls are often eliminated entirely or only formed 
by entrance door and corner staircase. Bay windows are added to flood in 
more light and air, as well as to enlarge. 

Woodcamp Farm is an example of this period. Its gable insets are 
shingled, reflecting an element of the shingled style. Its intersecting 
gables and dormers are reminiscent of the Queen Anne style, while its 
asymetrical plan exemplifies the experimental going on in the architecture 
of that period. 

3. This house was constructed on a working farm, which remains so to 
this day. The large farm has been divided into three large lots, which 
remain under cultivation, although the pressure of development is felt. 
It is hoped that this farm will remain operational, despite these pressures. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Maryland Historical Trust worksheet. 
Interview with Mrs. William D. Hough at their home, the Earl Hough 
Farmhouse, June 18, 1980. 
Interview with Mr. Tracy Stackhouse, whose family was a previous owner. 
Howard County Land RecQrds. 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE ~HEET IF NECESS~Y 

lr!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 64.308 acres 

Please see Attachment 1, Tax Map 7 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Please see Howard County Land Records, Liber 876 Folio 255 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE Maryland COUNTY Howard 

STATE COUNTY 
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ORGANIZATION DATE 
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STREET & NUMBER planning TELEPHONE 

3430 C0u-rt House Drive 992-2357 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Ellicott City Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS• 1101 
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Acres 
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GRAN TOR 

Benjamin Hood, Jr. 
Executor for Henry 
Wayman 

"Will 5 Feb, 1851" 

GRANTEE 

Joshua Mellor 

"Exclusive of an half acre heretofore conveyed 
for a primary school house and lot and now 
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) 

TRANSACTION 

Deed to 362 1/4 
Acres for $4,713.75 
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Photograph number: i of 1 


