
-

-

-

H0-353 
Lilburn/Balderstone's Mansion 
Private 
Ellicott City 

Lilburn, once known as "Hazeldene", faces north on the 

south side of College Avenue beyond St. Paul's Roman 

Catholic Church. It is a massive, ashlar granite block 

structure of the Gothic Revival Style and consists of 

more than twenty rooms. The house is constr~cted in 

a cruciform plan, featuring intersecting gable roofs 

and tall Gothic, south-tower, with one story high, 

open and screened in, hipped roof, porches placed in 

the northwest and northeast corners of the building 

plan, respectively. All the windows and door frames 

feature flat or arched stone lintels and projecting 

stone sills. 

Constructed by Richard Henry Hazelhurst, an Englishman 

from Abingharn, Berkshire, England, who owned a 

c. 1857 

successufl foundry in Baltimore, Lilburn features a four 

story high, Romanesque tower and is one of Howard 

County's finest architectural landmarks. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Lilburn, once known as "Hazeldene", faces west on the east side 

of College Avenue beyond St. Paul's Roman Catholic Church. It is 

a massive, ashlar granite block structure of the Gothic Revival 

Style and consists of more than twenty rooms. The house is con-

structed in a cruciform plan, featuring intersecting gable roofs and 

tall Gothic, east tower, with one story high, open and screened in, 

hipped roof, porches placed in the north and southwest corners 

of the building plan, respectively. All the windows and door frames 

feature flat or arched stone lintels and projecting stone sills. 

The North Transcept 

The east and west walls of this transcept hold a four-four light, 

first floor, rectangular, french door, surmounted by a two light 

transom and a rectangular, second floor, fourteen-fourteen light 

casement window, respectively. It is, however, the north wall 

of this transcept that dominates, holding a central, flat roofed, 

bay window, resting on a stone foundation, the latter of which 

holds a three iight, horizontal, rectangular basement window. The 

bay holds three six-over-one, rectangular, double-hung windows 

on its north wall and tall, narrow, four-over-one light windows in 

its east and west walls. A second floor, ten-ten light, casement 

window, surmounted by a four-four light transom and flat stone 

lintel is centered above and vertically aligned to a similar-, eight-

eight light, proportionally scaled casement window, surmounted by 

a four-four light transom and flat stone lintel. 
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The West Building Block - North and South Elevations 
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The north and south elevations of this building block are similar 

in almost every respect and feature intersecting gables, holding 

two dormer windows on the north and south roof line, each containing a 

six-six light casement window, surmounted by a four-four light 

transom. A wide, tall brick, tudor chimney rises east of the 

center of the roof, providing mantles for the parlor and upstairs 

bedroom. 

Along the entire north wall of this building block runs the one 

story high, hipped roof, screened in porch. It holds in its east 

bay a four-four light double entrance door, flanked by three vertical 

side lights and surmounted by a six light transom. A four-four 

light french door, surmounted by a one-one light transom rests in its 

west bay. Two ten-ten light, second floor, casement windows, sur-

mounted by four-four light transoms, are vertically aligned to these 

entrances. The south wall is identical to this, but features an 

open porch with five sets of square, doubled columns, whose brackets 

form Gothic arches. 

The west elevation of this west building block holds a west parlor, 

semi-octagonal, one story high, bay window, which is particularly 

handsome, featuring a deep, bracketed, wooden cornice and paneled 

freize. Three four-four light windows, surmounted by two light 

transoms, are placed in the bay. A central ten-ten light, second 

floor casement window, surmounted by a four-four light transom, is 

placed above and is vertically aligned to a similar, eight-eight 

light, proportionally scaled, third floor window. 
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The east wall of the south transcept, holds two three-three light, 

first floor, casement windows, surmounted by one-one light transoms, 

vertically aligned to two second floor, casement windows, similar 

to those already described. The west wall holds two four-four 

light, french doors, surmounted by one-one light transoms, vertically 

aligned to similar second floor windows. 

The south wall of this transcept features a massive stone and brick, 

exterior chimney, flanked by small, six light, second and third 

floor windows. The first floor is covered by a hipped roof, frame 

solarium, which in 1965 was converted to the present kitchen. Its 

west wall holds a rectangular entrance door in the north end bay 

and a six-over-one light, rectangular window in its south end bay. 

Paneling replaces what once were casement windows. The south wall 

of the solarium has been paneled in, except for the west end bay, 

which holds a similar, six-over-one light window. The solarium rests 

on a stone foundation which slopes southeast, creating a full ground 

floor, whose south wall holds a west end bay, six-six light, casement 

window and a east end bay, six light, rectangular entrance. The 

east wall of the solarium holds four six-over-one light windows 

with a six-six light, casement window, set into its stone foundation 

wall. 

The Bell Tower 

Extending west from the southwest corner of the south transcept is 

a one story high, crenalated wall, which terminates in a vertical, 

rectangular, stone, gabled roof (running east-west) bell tower. 

It features scalloped barge boards and arched brackets. This wall 
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serves to enclose the eastern half of the south boundary of the 

otherwise open porch. A rectangular, central entry provides entry 

and egress between the main open entrance porch and the one story 

high, hipped roof open porch, which runs along the south side of the 

Belfry wall, providing cover to the solarium or kitchen entrance. 

The Tower Connector - North and South Elevations 

The north wall of ~bis connector holds a two light, rectangular, 

six paneled, first floor entrance, surmounted by a six light 

transom and flanked by three vertical side lights. A second floor 

ten-ten light, casement window is vertically aligned to the entrance 

and to a four-four light, third floor casement window. The south 

wall of the Tower connector is taken up by the 1926, two story high, 

flat roofed, brick and frame kitchen addition. Its first or ground 

floor east and south walls are of frame construction, with brick for 

the second floor. A set of iron steps, flanked by an iron railing, 

leads up to this kitchen from the ground floor patio. The south 

wall of this kitchen holds a ten-ten (10-10) light, french door. 

The south wall of the stone connector forms a backdrop to this addition, 

holding a six and ten light casement window. 

The Gothic Tower 

It is however, the tall, square, four story high, Romanesque tower, 

with its crenalated Gothic roof line, which adds a touch of fantasy 

to the entire composition. Its north and south walls are identical, 

holding at its stone foundation bay a horizonal, rectangular 

basement window, with vertical iron bars. Vertically aligned to 

this window are 1) a two-two (2-2) light, first floor, casement window, 

surmounted by one-one (1-1) light transom and a flat stone lintel, 
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2) a similar ten-ten (10-10) light, second floor, casement window, 

3) and an eight-eight (8-8) lig~t, third floor, casement window, 

culminating on the fourth floor with two eight-eight (8-8) light, 

casement windows, surmounted by eight light fan lights, surmounted 

by roman arched, stone lintels. 

The east wall of the tower holds a four-four (4-4) light, casement 

window in the foundation wall, vertically aligned to first and 

second floor, proportionally scaled windows, holding three-three(3-3) 

and five-five (5-5) lights respectively. The third floor of this 

wall of the tower holds two similar, rectangular, casement windows, 

with the fourth floor holding a casement window, surmounted by a 

fan light and Roman arched stone lintel, similar to those on the 

same floor on the north and south walls. 
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Lilburn, once known as "Hazeldene'~ is one of Howard County's finest 

architectural landmarks, constructed in a cruciform plan and reminescent 

of the Gothic and Romanesque Revival Styles of the 1850's.l This dist-

inction is enhanced by the use of ashlar cut granite blocks as a build

ing material.2 Additionally, Lilburn was constructed by Richard Henry 

Hazelhurst, an Englishman from Abingharn, Berkshire, England, who owned 

a prosperous foundry in Baltimore.3 

History and Support 

Lilburn is truly one of the great mansions of Howard County, with its 

eclectic stone architecture, constructed in a cruciform plan blending 

elements of the Romanesque Revival in its Roman arched, fourth floor, 

tower windows, of the Gothic Revival in its scrolled porch brackets, 

which create Gothic arches and of the Tudor in its crenalated tower 

Belfry extension wall. The entire composition is unified by the 

regularity of its fenestration and the repetition of facade treatment 

on the north and south walls of both the tall east tower and the west-

ern building block. 

2. Lilburn is also one of Howard County's few stone houses. Although~ 

stone, as a building materi~l, ranks third in scarcity, following log 

- -and--briek -cons-'t-±--Ucti.Gn,--the-:i:-e a.re -only--a--'few large stone mansions of 
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this scale and with this kind of stylistic architectural detail. Most 

stone houses are of modest scale, constructed circa 1810-1820. 

3. Lilburn has an interesting history as the home of Richard Henry 

Hazelhurst, a Baltimore manufacturer, who owned a foundry. The Mansion 

stands as mute testimony to the prosperity of the mid-nineteenth century, 

American industrialist. Mr. Hazelhurst served as vestryman at St. John's 

Episcopal Church, whose members, in those days, held their positions 

through inheritance. Elizabeth V. McK. Hazelhurst was the owner of the 

property, acquiring it from three deeds. The one of October 14, 1857 

from William B. Thomas mentions "a new house now being built by Henry 

R. Hazelhurst." The 1860 Martenet Map (see attachment 4) indicates the 

house under R. H. Hazelhurst, as well as the 1878 Hopkin's Atlas (please 

see Attachment 3). 
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Sept. 20 1977 
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Jan 29, 1965 

March 9, 1949 
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June 9, 1923 

LI BER-FOLIO 
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700 718 

431 7 

209 82 
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147 458 
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TITLE S kcH 
H0-353 Lilburn/Balderstone's Mansion 

Prepared by: Katharine A. Thompson 

GRANTOR 

Eugena Zacharias 
(now Marchese King) & 
Walter Bradley King Jr. 
T/C 

Sherwood B. Balderson & 
Anne G. Balderson T/E 

Ella K. Gassaway & 
William F. Gassaway & 
Norbert J. J. Sullivan 
Katharine c. Sullivan, 
wife 

Paul L. Morsberger & 
Alice E. Morsberger 

A. Victor Weaver & 
Patapsco National Bank 

Henry A. Knott, Inc. 

Beth Hillel Sanitarium, 
Inc. 

& 
his 

GRANTEE TRANSACTION 

Eugenia & Archarias Deed 
Marchese 

Eugenia Zacharias Deed 
Marchese & Walter Bradley 
King Jr. T/R 

Sherwood B. Balderstone Deed 

Louis F. Sullivan Deed 
Ella K. Gassaway 

Paul L. Norsberger 1. 347 acres 
Alice E. Norsberger 

A. Victor Weaver 20~ 
+ acres -

Henry A. Knott Inc. 20~ 
+ acres -

+ 

139 205 Joshua N. Warfield & Beth Hillel Sanitarium Deed for ~6, 500 
Jacob S. New Trustees Inc. 20~ acres-

decree •... 17 of July 1928 ••.. "Adeliade C. Maginnis vs. Bertha 
V. Wolfe, et al." Joshua & Jacob were appoint trustees w auth to sell 
real estate in said proceedings mentioned 

118 52 Rosa C. Howard, executrix John C. Maginnis 

Albert H. Weld died May 5, 1922 & passed land onto Rosa C. Howard 

Deed for ~20,000 
50 acres -
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H0-353 Lilburn/Balderstone's Mansion 
Prepared by: Katharine A. Thompson 

LIBER-FOLIO GRANTOR GRANTEE TRANSACTION ··----·---

... all that piece or parcel of ground situable & lying in the Second 
Election district of said Howard County, being of the ''Valley of 
Owen" 

82 495 Grand Lodge of Md., of the Albert H. Weld 
Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows 

Deed 

b · part of the tract of land called "Valley of Owen" ... standing . . . eing 
in the middle of a street forty feet wide laid out by Dr. Allen Thomas 
and B. N. Campbell in 1842 and now called Werner St. (in 1906) ... 

(reference to 1885 deed) 

82 495 Grand Lodge of Maryland, of Albert H, Weld 
the independent order of Odd 
Fellows 

Deed 50 

"Valley of Owen" "subject to the right of Albert Weber to the use of the 
twenty foot road." 

"together with the buildings •.• " 

+ acres-

79 257 The Home Association of the Grand Lodge of Maryland, 
Independent order of Odd of the Independent Order 

Deed $17,500 50 

Fellows of Maryland of Odd Fellows 

"Valley of Owen" " •.• use of a cistern on the land .... " 

Merchantile Trust and 
Deposit Company of 
Baltimore, Trustee 

The Home of the 
Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows of Maryland 

Deed ~17,500 50 
Acres-

"June 18, 1900 - George Blagden Hazelhurst and others complaintants, and Ellen 
Heally and another, defendants, ... Merchantile Trust & Deposit Co. of Baltimore 
was appointed Trustee .•. & did sell at Private Sale ... " 
Note: land was then obtained by Elizabeth v. McK Hazelhurst by three deeds: 

+ acres-
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b) Oct. 3, 1856 

c) Oct. 14, 
1857 
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Sept. 2, 1865 

LIBER-FOLIO 

17 410 

TITLE S~ .kcH 
H0-353 Lilburn/Balderstone's Mansion 

Prepared by: Katharine A. Thompson 

GRANTOR 

William D. Thomas & Wife 

GRANTEE 

Elizabeth V. M~K. 

Hazelhurst 

"Valley of Owen" together w buildings 

17 413 Eliza D. Thoams Elizabeth V. 
M. K. Hazelhurst 
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TRANSACT I O!'J _____________ _ 

Deed $800 10 acres(?) 
one road 10 Perches 

Deed $25 
36 square perches 

"Valley of OWen"+··· Beginning at the line containing 98 acres, 2 roads, 13 
perches of land- that was by John C. D. Thomas .•. Granted and conveyed to the 
said Eliza D. Thomas •.. By a deed dated 31st day of December 1853." 

18 411 William D. Thomas Elizabeth V. 
M. K. Hazelhurst 

Deed $329.60 * acres 
31 sq perches-

" .. as a part of the land called "Valley of Owen " •. Situated one perch, 
north (?) 68 east from a spring of water now walled up~ the water of which is 
now being conducted by pipes to the new house now being built by Henry R. 
Hazelhurst •.. " 

24 377 Alexander H. 
Hobbs, Michael Bannon, 
Trustees 

Henry R. Hazelhurst Deed $13,193.05 

"By Decree ... thirteenth day of April 1865 ••• in court depending between 
Sarah Jane Biggs, complaintant and William D. Thomas & others, defendant. 
Original complaintant Johns Hopkins vs Allen Thomas, William D. Thomas 
and Marrianna Thomas his wife & the said Alexander H. Hobbs & Michael 
B&nnon were appointed trustees ... to make sale of the property ... " 

Note: Sale describe in more depth in mortgage Dec. 38, 1857 Liber WWW 19- Folio - 19 
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Name: HO- 353 
Lilburn/Balderstone's Mansion 

Location : 3899 College Ave. 
Ellicott City, Md . 21043 

Photographer: Cleora B. Thompson, A.I . C.P. 
Date of photograph: June, 1981 
Negatives in possession of the Maryland Historical Trust 
View: West Elevation 
Photographer looking: East 
Photograph number: 1 of 1 


