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The Lilburn Smokehouse 
Private 
Ellicott City 

c. 1857 

The Lilburn Smokehouse stands southwest of the main building, 

on the south side of a lovely swimming pool, which once 

was part of an estate of some 2,600 acres. It is a 

square, ashlar granite block, tent roofed structure with 

a central, rectangular entrance punctuating its north 

wall. It is of particular interest for it is three 

stories high, two floors of which are beneath ground 

level. This building is in a totally dilapidated state, 

with the first, second and third floors rotted away. 

The smokehouse is a part of the original building complex, 

which Richard Henry Hazelhurst constructed here. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Lilburn Smokehouse stands southeast of the main building, on 

the east side of a lovely swimming pool, which once was part of 

an estate of over twelve acres. It is a square, ashlar granite 

block, tent roofed structure with a central, rectangular entrance 

punctuating its west wall. It is of particular interest for it 

is three stories high, two floors of which are beneath ground 

level. This building is in a totally dilapidated state, with 

the first, second and third floors rotted away. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Lilburn Smokehouse is one of Howard County's most interesting farm 

buildings, for it is one of the few, and the only one presently found 

in Howard County, composed of three floors. 1 This distinction is 

enhanced by the use of stone as a building material 2 . Additionally, 

the smoke house is a part of the original building complex,which 

Richard Henry Hazelhurst, a prosperous Baltimore manufacturer, con~ 

structed here. 3 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

1. Several smokehouses throughout Howard County have been identified 

individually on the Howard County Historic Sites Inventory, but none 

to date have three floors, as we find here. Unfortunately, the floor 

boards and supporting joists for these floors have rotted away and a 

large gapping hole is found, with the building in a near state of 

collapse. It is hoped that measures can be taken to insure the pre-

servation of the building. 

2. Its stone construction also is of significance, for many of the 

old smokehouses were of log or f~ame construction. This substantial 

building material, resting on a stone foundation, insures its 

__ potential _!C>!' _ _S:C?_!l ~;i.!1_1:1_anc~-·-
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3. The smokehouse was an ancillary building to the dominating, 

Gothic-Romanesque Revival Style Manison, which still stands ·south-

east of the smokehouse, which was constructed by Richard Henry 

Hazelhurst, a Baltimore manufacturer, in the 1850s. Its position 

so close to the mansion, on the east·_ side of the pooLwould make 

it suitable to serve as a small bath house or dressing room, when 

reconstructed and rehabilitated. 
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Name: H0- 354 
Lilburn Smokehouse 

Location: 3899 College Ave . 
Ellicott City , Md . 21043 

Photographer: Cleora B. Thompson , A.I . C.P . 
Date of Photograph: June , 1981 
Negatives in possession of the Maryland Historical Trust 
View: North Elevation 
Photographer looking: South 
Photograph nwnber: 1 of 1 


