HO-356 * = C. 1863
Simpson's Victorian Cottage

Private

Ellicott City

The Simpson Victorian Cottage faces north on the south

side of College Avenue, Jjust east of the Taylor Manor

Hopsital Buildings.

It is a three bay wide, one room deep, two story high ,
gabled roof (running east-west) fieldstone (featuring
stone quoining, flat stone lintels and projecting stone
sills) building, restihg on a stone foundation and
featuring an intersecting central gable with scalloped

barge boards.

This charming cottage is believed to have been constructed
by Francis and Mary Ann Hazelhurst, the later of whom
inherited this land from her father, Dr. Allen Thomas in

1855.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OQRIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Simpson Victorian Cottage faces north on the south side of College

Avenue, just east of the Taylor Manor Hospital Buildings.

It is a three bay wide, one room deep, two story high, gabled roof
(running east-west) fieldstone (featuring stone quoining, flat stone
lintels and projecting stone sills) building, resting on a stone
foundation and featuring an intersecting central gable with scalloped

barge boards.

North Elevation

The north elevation holds a central, rectangular, cross paneled

entrance door, flanked by fiwve vertical side lights and surmounted
by a three light transom, and flat stone lintel. Double windows
rest on either side of the entrance. They are composed of two six- ‘
ovér-four light, rectangular, double-hung windows, decorated with
wooden shutters, and vertically aligned to smaller, six-over-three
light, second floo; windows. A very pleasing fifteen-over-six light, .
gothic cut, double-hung window is placed over the central entrance, ‘

surmounted by an inverted "V" shaped, stone lintel.

East and West Elevations : -
These are similar, holding two light, rectangular, cross paneled,
first floor entrances, surmounted by three light transoms. These
entrances are vertically aligned to rectangular, double, second floor

windows, composed of two, four-over-four light, double-hung windows.
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A square attic vent, surmounted by a flatstone lintel and underlined

by a projecting stone sill, are placed in the "A" formed by the gable

ends, which also feature scalloped barge boards.

The South Elevation

The east and west bays of the south elevation are similar to those

on the north elevation. The ground slopes east, however, so that

an additional ground floor is fully revealed at this elevation in the
east bay. It holds a six-over-six light, ground floor window. Its

central bay holds a six light, ground floor entrance.

South Addition

The central bay of this south elevation is taken up by a three bay
wide, one bay deep, one story high, gabled roof (running north-south)

frame, south addition, resting on a cinder block foundation.

The west wall of this frame addition holds a stoop, composed of
three poured in place cement steps, and landing, flanked by an iron
railing. This leads to a rectangular, open bible, cross paneled,
entrance door, flanked by six-over-six light, double-hung windows.

The ground slopes eastward, providing an open, foundation garage.

The north wall holds a large picture window, flanked by four light

windows.

The East Addition

The east wall of the house holds an "L" shaped, intersecting gabled,
roof frame, east addition, resting on a cider block foundation, which
is one story high on its north elevation and two stories high on its

south elevation.
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The west bay of this foundation wall holds a four light, rectangular

entrance. Its east bay holds a six-over-six light window.

The west bay of the first floor holds a large, sliding, glass door,
which enters onto a frame balcony, around whose perimeter runs
an iron railing. A one-over-one light window rests in the east
bay. A cupola rests in the center of the gable roof, which runs

east-west.

East Elevation of East Addition

The foundation wall at this elevation holds a six-over-six,
rectangular, double-hung window, vertically aligned to a similar,

first floor, double-hung window.

North Elevation of East Addition

A one bay wide, one bay deep, intersecting gable roof (running north-
south) projecting bay takes up the east half of the north elevation.
Its north wall holds a square, four light window, while its west
wall holds a central, rectangular, nine light entrance door. The
remainder of the addition's north wall, heclds a six-over-six,

rectangular, double-hung window.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Simpson's Victorian Cottage is a notable landmark to Howard County
and the State of Maryland as a fine example of Victorian
architecture, constructed circa 1863, by Francis and Mary Ann
Hazelhurst.l Its association with both the Hazelhurst and Thomas

families of the County make it significant to the local history of

the County.2

HISTORY AND SUPPORT
1. This modestly scaled, stone building is a fine example of
the Victorian Cottage architecture of the 1860's. It features
fieldstone construction, which enhances its architectural value
considerably. It is, however, in its stylistic detail that it
is most important. The scale and proportions of the building
are pleasing, as well as the double windows found flanking the
central entrance. Its scrolled, wooden barge boards on the "A"
of the intersecting central gable, as well as the end gables, give
it a ginger bread appearance. One of the most charming stone houses
of this period, it remains used today as a residence, owned by the

Howard County Sanitarium Company.

2. The history of this building is of interest, for it can be traced

ned —_—— e — _——— e ——— e ———
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. back to a deed of partition of the estate of Dr. Allen Thomas,

December 31, 1855. (See Title Search). Here it is designated

as Lot #4, allotted to Mary Ann Thomas, daughter of Dr. Allen

Thomas. Sometime between 1855 and 1863, Mary Ann Thomas married

Francis M. Hazelhurst, and turned over all her personal property

to her brother, John W. Thomas, "in trust for certain purposes.”

In addition to real estate, she also named the following slaves,

belonging to the said Mary Ann Hazelhurst, to wit: Ann and Harry,

her child, Matilda, Delia, and James.

By 1890, both her husband, Francis and her brother, John W. Thomas,
had died, so that Holmes Thomas, son of John W. Thomas, became her
trustee. At that time she requested that he sell the property to
Lennox Birckhead for $12,000.00. The property remained with this

. family until 1920, when it was sold to Priscilla Whalen, who held
the property for another twenty three years. By 1960, it was
acquired by the Howard County Sanitanium Company, who constructed
Taylor Manor here, one of the finest and most beautiful of

sanitariums.
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Martenet Map of 1860

Howard County Land Records

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

[CJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PrOPERTY _ /1 .03 Acres

Please see Attachment 1, Tax Map 25

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Please see Howard County Land Records, Liber _EEE___, Folio_iii___

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES QVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE Maryland COUNTY Howard

STATE i COUNTY

EE1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
Cleora Barnes Thompson,. A.I.C.P., Projects Archivist

ORGANIZATION DATE
Office of Planning & Zoning-Comprehensive Planning Section

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
3430 Court House Drive

CITY OR TOWN STATE

Ellicott City Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

.- RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust

The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 269 - 2348
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HO-356 Simpson's Victorian Cottage
Prepared by: Cleora B. Thompson, AICP

Date Liber-Folio Grantor Grantee Transaction

5 Dec. 1960 362 - 466 Daisy Palmer & Howard County Deed to 71.025 Ac.
Julia B. Mays Sanitatium Co.

18 May, 1943 178 - 60 Naomi Clark Whalen, Daisy Palmer & Deed to 106 Acres 3 roods
unm. of City of Julia B. Mayes 9 square perches
Baltimore

Sept. 11, 1933 177 192

4 June, 1920 110 - 309

29 Nov. 1890 56-563

"tog. with the bldg."

Priscilla J. Whalen, Naomi Clark Whalen Deed to 106 Acres 3 roods +
then widow j 9 square perches |

"tog. with the bldg."

W. Hall Harris Priscilla J. Whalen Deed to 106 Acres, 3 roods
W. Hall Harris, Jr. 9 square perche. for $3,300
& Lennox Birchhead,

trustee to Adelaide

Goff Birkhead

"Whereas Adelaide G. Birkhead ... has devised to
W. Hall Harris etal ..... whereas W. Hall Harris
..etal ... have sold said property to Priscilla

J. Whalen Reference made to 17-359"

"all that part of that tract called the "Valley of
Owen designated as Lot #4, in Division D in a deed
of partition of the estate of the late Dr. Allen
Thomas, father of Mary Ann Hazelhurst, dated 31
Dec., 1855 WHW 17-359 - allotted to Mary Ann

Hazelhurst
(See Wills HR 13-328 - 7 Feb 1905 - Baltimore County)"

Holmes Thomas, trust. Lennox Birckhead $12,000
Mary Anne Hazelhurst,
widow
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Prepared by: Cleora B. Thompson, AICP

Date Liber-Folio Grantor Grantee Transaction

Hazelhurst requested H. Thomas to sell property

28 Sept, 1863 22 - 498 Mary Ann and Francis John W. Thomas, brother Deed of Trust for Certain
M. Hazelhurst of Mary Ann Hazelhurst purposes

belonging to the said Mary Ann Hazelhurst. towit:
Ann and Harry, her child, Matilda, Delia and

|
|
"And also the following named slaves for life,
James.
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Significance, addendum

Originally inventoried as Simpson’s Victorian Cottage, it was noted by Nancy Miller of the
Maryland Historical Trust that the history of this property was confused with that of another
property, HO-433, on New Cut Road, but no attempt was made to correct the history at that time.
The current work is meant to remedy that problem.

John R. D. Thomas acquired 436 acres of his father’s land in 1855 as part of a partition of
property with his siblings, and then added land he acquired from Henry R. Hazlehurst, of
“Lilburn”, in October 1865. The following month he sold six acres of this land to Eliza D.
Porcher (1827-1892) for $5,000, the high price suggesting that there were already substantial
improvements to the property, such as the stone dwelling. It is not clear whether this house was
on the Thomas land or on the Hazelhurst land, though this may be splitting hairs since
Hazelhurst’s first wife was a Thomas and he purchased his land from his in-laws. Further
complicating the interpretation is the fact that one of Thomas’s sisters was Eliza D. Thomas, who
inherited two tracts, of 98 and 3 % acres. It could not be determined whether this was the Eliza
who later married Peter Porcher, but the odds are pretty good that it was. John R. D. Thomas
had lived at “Glen Ella” (aka “Woodlawn”, HO-30) but sold it in 1859 to build a new house
closer to Ellicott City, on this land. His house probably became the center of the Howard County
Sanitarium in the twentieth century, which burned in November 1923. The 1860 Martenet Map
of Howard County, Maryland does not include the cottage building, though this cannot be
interpreted as proof of its absence. Eliza Porcher is listed in the 1860 census as the 30-year-old
wife of Peter Porcher (1828-1889), a 30-year-old farmer from South Carolina, and they already
owned real estate valued at $10,000. Peter Porcher’s father was a Charleston doctor who is
known to have come to Baltimore in 1849, though this was probably just a visit, since when he
died at his son’s house near Ellicott City in 1875 he was still living in Charleston; his body was
shipped back there for burial. It was asserted at his son’s death that the son had come to Howard
County around 1849-50, but the list of passengers in 1849 only mentions the doctor, so the son
could have already been established here. The Porchers are listed right after the Hazelhursts in
the census, suggesting that they were already living in the vicinity of this cottage. The 1878
Hopkins Atlas of Howard County, Maryland appears to include this cottage, and appears to place
P. Porcher further east of it, right along the railroad tracks. This would suggest that the cottage
was a tenant house, and in 1885 Porcher leased a cottage to James Duvall of Baltimore for the
summer. Whether it was this building or Porcher’s own dwelling house cannot be determined,
and Porcher’s house near the tracks does not seem to have survived.'

" U. S. Bureau of the Census, District 2, Howard County, Maryland, 1860. Howard County Genealogical Society,
comp., Howard County Maryland Records, vol. 7 (Columbia, MD: Author, 1991), p. 30. Simon J. Martenet,
Martenet's Map of Howard County, Maryland (Baltimore, 1860). G. M. Hopkins, Atlas of Howard County,
Maryland (Philadelphia, 1878). Baltimore Sun, 10 October 1849, p. 2. Baltimore Sun, 20 November 1875, p. 2.
Baltimore Sun, 6 April 1889, p. 2. Baltimore Sun, 30 May 1885, p. 5.
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The house changed hands several times after the death of Eliza Porcher, eventually being
acquired by William and Rachel Pilson in 1912 and then passing to their daughter, Rachel
Esende, in 1944. The Simpsons acquired the house in 1951 and sold it to Taylor Manor Hospital
in 1973. It was used as part of the facilities at that time. The house was demolished in
December 2005 as part of the redevelopment of the hospital grounds for housing. Unfortunately,
at the time, there was no one with the county documenting historic structures, so no further
record of the house was made. There are several color photographs of the house taken by Joetta
Cramm in the collections of the Howard County Historical Society.

The house was a rubble stone structure with quoins at the corners and at the edges of the window
and door openings. It had cross gables on the front and rear, with jig-sawn bargeboards, and
deeply overhanging eaves. There was a triangular-topped window sash in imitation of a Gothic
lancet window in the front center bay of the second story, extending up into the cross gable.
Some of the windows, especially on the first story, were paired in imitation of casement
windows. There was a single chimney in the center of what is believed to have been a single pile
plan, and the location of the stairway is not known. Both the general form and the details of the
house illustrate the influence of A. J. Downing and his book, The Architecture of Country
Houses, and are consistent with a date of c¢. 1855-65. Certainly, these influences continued after
that date, but given the known history of the property, this date range seems most plausible. It
could have been built as part of Thomas’s improvements of the property, though we do not know
much about this work, and Hazelhurst’s building projects were also grand and are well
documented.
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CHAIN OF TITLE
GRANTOR/HOME GRANTEE/HOME DATE LIBER/ INSTRU- | CONSIDER | ACREAG NOTES
FOLIO MENT -ATION E
Taylor Psychiatric Taylor Ellicott City 14 October MDR Deed - fee $0.00 6.7 A
Professional Assoc. / ? Properties Inc. / ? 2008 11411-183 simple ' '
Don L. & Tonia B. gayf““ P Syclh::;;:}c mp | 15 March CMP Deed — fee S50 6-0-112
Simpson (H/W) / Howard C‘;’I;“‘O“a = 1973 628-307 simple o ARP
Ei‘;;ﬂ?hﬁ g?\r;:l}w Don L. & Tonia B. 11 December MWB Deed — fee $5.00 6-0-112
& Simpson (H/W) / Howard 1951 229-292 simple : ARP
Howard
Milton J. & Willette P. Carroll B. & Sarah Lee
Fitzsimmons (H/W) / Gathwright (H/W) / 17 July 1945 BM Jr Ded— fes $5.00 6-0:112
185-580 simple ARP
Howard Howard
Ea‘:hgi f'\f,‘;;",”;‘ﬁf' Milton J. Fitzsimmons / 5 February BM Jr. Deed - fee $5.00 6-0-112 | REP d. 29 June 1944
Cff;‘ (W/H)/ Balto. Balto. City 1945 184-269 simple ' ARP
. ? Rachel E. Pilson/
Clara M. Link, unmarried. | o ward ~ for lfe 4 May 1939 i T (o o $5.00 e
WY Rachel E. Esender / ? - p
Rachel E. Pilson, widow / Clara M. Link / Balto. 4 May 1939 BM Jr. Deed - fee $5.00 6-0-112 WHP d. 27 March 1939
Howard City g 163-343 simple ’ ARP
Robert L. & Annie E. Cole | William H. & Rachel E. ; WWLC Deed — fee 6-0-112
s e . ok < 11 April 1912 : $5.00
(H/W) / Howard Pilson (H/W) /Balto. City 92-575 simple ARP ;
[no previous reference]
Allen & Josephine Robert L. Cole / Balto. 1 November WWLC Deed - fee $5.00 6-0-112
Thomas (H/W) / Howard Co 1910 90-49 simple o ARP
John G. R?%ers. atty. in Allen Thomas / ? 31 October WWLC Died — feé $1.375 9 Mary A. Hazlehurst, executrix,
mortgage / 1910 00-48 sl et al, to Dorothy Kraft,
- mortgage, 1899
Y2 interest
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CHAIN OF TITLE

GRANTOR/HOME

GRANTEE/HOME

LIBER/
FOLIO

INSTRU-
MENT

CONSIDER
-ATION

ACREAG
E

Eliza P. Porcher

Wills
IS 3-324

John R. D. Thomas & wf
Eleanor Holmes / Howard

Eliza D. Porcher, wf of
Peter Porcher / Howard

27 November
1865

Www
25-29

Deed - fee
simple

6-0-112
ARP

2 deeds

Estate of Dr. Allen
Thomas, dec’d

John R.D. Thomas & wf
Eleanor H.

William D. Thomas
Allen Thomas

Francis M. Hazlehurst &
wf Mary A.

Eliza D. Thomas

31 December
1855

Deed of
Partition

Valley of Owen boundaries set
in suit against Nathaniel H.
Ellicott

p/o West IIchester from
George Ellicott

108-0-17 ARP to JRDT — Lot
3

EDT gets Div. E. lots 5&6
98+A &3 Vi A

Henry R. Hazlehrst & wf

John R.D. Thomas

13 October
1865

[Not given —
either 23-530
or 24-481]
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Porcher Cottage
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HO-356 W
Simpson's Victorian Cottage

Martenet Map of 1860
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Geolcgical Survey Map
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Name: HO-356
Simpson's Victorian Cottage
Location: #2¥ College Ave. # 080 aoa‘—f— Are
Ellicctt City, Md. 21043
Photographer: Cleora B. Thompson, A.I.C.P.
Date of Photograph: June, 1981
Negatives in possession of the Maryland Historical Trust
View: North Elevation
Photographer looking: South
Photograph number: 1 of 1










