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St. John's Cemetery Lodge 
Ellicott City 
Private 

circa 1880 

St. John's Cemetery Lodge was built between the years 1871 when St. 
John's Cemetery was established through a gift from Sallie Elizabeth Dorsey 
and 1886 when it was used as a marker for the property deed conferring the 
old St. John's Rectory from Reuben Dorsey to the vestry of St. John's 
Episcopal Church. The by-laws of the Act of Incorporation in 1877 are note~ 
worthy. No smoking, large assemblies, unaccompanied children or noise are 
allowed within the grounds. 

Architecturally Cemetery Lodge is one of the most unique and charming 
buildings in Howard County, reminiscent of the English Cottage with its 
high pitched intersecting jerkin roofs. This Lodge is composed of a north 
and south wing with entrances located on the east and south facades of the 
north wing and centered into the south wall of the south wing. 

Central high pitched, slate, gabled roof dormer windows are centered 
into the roof at each elevation of each section holding similar rectangular 
casement windows. 
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NOMINATION FORM 
for the 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

11.' _NAME 
I COMMON: 

St. John 1 s Cemetery Lodge 
ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

Rebecca 1 s Lot 
12. LOCATION 

STREET ANC' NUMBER: 
St. Johns Lane 

CITY OR TOWN: 
El 1 i cott Citv 

STATE 
lcou~~:ard Marvl and 

!3. CLASS!FICAT!OH 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP ST A TlJS 

ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

Q District 0 0 Public Public Acqui•ition: I . Yes: Building 1{)( Occupied 

D Sit• 0 Structure J(:X Private 0 In Process 0 Unoccupied 0 P.utrii:ted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 B•ing Considered 0 Pres•rvotion work 
){j U,-;reatrict•d 

in progr•s• 0 No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More•• Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural 0 Government 0 Park 0 Transportation 0 Comments 

0 Commercial 0 fndustriai CXJx Private Ras idence 0 Othu (Specify) 

D Educational 0 Military 0 Relig)oua 

n Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific -
~4. 0'>1NER Cr PROPERTY 

0'1VNER's NAMt:.: 

St. John 1 s Cemetery of Howard County 
ST~EET ANO NUMBER: 

St. Johns Lane 
CITY OR TOWN: 

I sT~:E;~l and !21043 Ellicott City 
~ LOCAT!ON5':"-I"€GA~CDE~C-RIPTICtl >.'I - ".;• ~ 

jcouRTHoUSE:REc15TRY OF DEEDS. ETC: 

Ha 11 of Records -STRE:ET ANO ~UMG~R: 

HOHard County Courthouse 
CITY OR TOWN: I ST .. TE 

I 21c43 E 11 i cot t City 1 MO}rylaild 

T:_,t:t:_~J~ofl~_rence of Current Q~eg ( Bo.Qk &J2.• lf- I Ia4 Ma[! 24. Blk 10 l • (6'. REFRE~tH ATlON_~_E~~l ING SURVEYS Lg.759~ 162-240 2Q.QJZ 8cres i . 
11.fLE OF SUFcVt;.Y: 

Howard County Historic Sites Inventory 
--- ---

01..T~ OF SUfC">/C:Y: 
------- 1977 i._J Federnl &; Stat• CJ (':, ... r.ty 0 Lo~al 

bEPOSITORY FOR SUAVl:::Y HECOROS: 

Maryland Historical Trust -
a1'REET ANO NUMBER: 

21 State Circle 
C:ITY 01\ TOWNi J~TATE1 

/ 2140!_ L..fu:lllilp__ol i s ~~~)1)9 



H0-397 
District 2 

r7 ·~;:;-;::-:-CR I:;-.;; 1-0·· ,. 
t..:..:_ _ .. ,.:~ J !-.~~ 

(Checlt Ono) 

CONDITION 1 • .,1 0_ Good __ O_F_a_i• __ CJ_O_o,t•_•i_o'_"_'e_d ___ O_R_u_in_• _ ___..:0=--.·U_n_••...:..p_os_•_J __ ---.1 
(Cht>ck One) (Check One) 

Alter•~-- ~ Uncltered 0 Mond ~ Original Site 
OESCf.<IEIE THE: PRESENT I <D ORIGINAL (if lmo,.,-n_) PHYSICAL AFPEARANCE 

St. John's Lodge is the home of the caretaker for St. John's cemetery. It 
is situated east of St. John:s church and is built of granite and rests on 
a stone foundation •. The building features fine stone quoinJng and twelve 
twelve lite first floor rectangular casement windows decorated with flat 
stone lintels and projec~ng wooden sills, and high pit:~e~ 1abled roof 
dormer windONs on·each elevation decorated with scrolled barge boards and 
holding 10-10 lite casement windows. 

It is constructed in two sections, a north and south wing with eighteen in h 
thick walls, and intersecting high pitched hipped roofs. 

The south elevation holds a central entrance door, approached by three 
stone stairs and covered by a shed roof which drops from the roof line. A 
central rectangular high pitched gabled roof dormer window decorated with 
scrolled barge boards rests above with a 10-10 lite casement window. This 
south section provides for the large living room. The north section springs 
from the north wall and its intersecting patterned siate hipped roof runs "" 
north-south. m 

The east and west facade of this section holds single first and second m 
floor casement windONs, holding twelve -12 and 10-10 lites respectively,centered 

into·theeast and west walls of the south section. A main rectangular entranct ·
door rests in the south bay of the north section with a first floor two-two ·e 
lite casement windON resting in its north bay. A steeply pitched gabled vi 

roof dormer windON rests between, holding separate 10 lite casement windows -1 
decorated with scrolled barge boards. ~ 

The north elevation :ithe north section of the house which holds the 
large dining room and .,itchen holds two first floor two-two lite 
casement windows with gabled roof dormer windows lying above. A cellar 
door rests under the window of the east bay while a tall square corbeled 
brick chimney is centered between the dormers providing flues for kitchen 
stove. 

The west wall of the north section is similar to the east wall with a 
single first floor 2-2 lite casement windON centered into the wall and a 
10-10 lite rectangular high pitched gabled roof casement window lying above. 

* A one baywide, two bay deep, one story high shed roofed addition is 
used as an office in the south west intersection of the two sections. A 
double rectangular window, each with one-over-one lites rests in the west 
wall, while a rectangular entrance lies in the west bay of the south wall. 
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~SRIOO (Cfteclr 0- • ·- - J/6lrll!IOllri-) 
0 Pre-C:.1-IMo" 0 .16th C:-tvry 

0 15th C-twy 0 17tll Camury 

SPSCIPIC OATttlsl (llAppllc .... -..dlC.-) 

All .• AS OP SIGNIPICANCI: (Clteclr 0- _ ,,._ae APfllteprf-) 

All.1911101 0 E4uc9"-
0 Prehla-ic O ens;-... ... 
(£) Hla'9rlc 0 1..-...,. 

0 Aplc.1""9 0 ... _ti_ 
0 Ardil._._ 0 L.-.41ac-.o 
0 Alt ...... ._._ 

0 C a 0 LI......_ 

STATIEMl:NT OP SIGNIPICANCI: 

0 11th Century 
0 19th C-tury 

O Politlcel 

0 Rolit'-/Ph1. 

•-°""7 
0 Sc'-w 
0 • .., ...... 
0 s.a.v..--. 

0 The.tor 

0 20th C:...tury 

0 U.-.Pi.-; ... 

0 Other (-.Clfr) 
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In 1871, Sallie Elizabeth Dorsey offered to St. John's one and a half· 
acres to be used as a cemetery. She reserved the privilege of selecting 
a lot of her own. The vestry accepted her offer . 

In 1877 St. John's Church turned the cemetery over to a corporation 
whose first president was Henry R. Hazelhurst with James MacKubin as 
Secretary and Treasurer, Trustees were also Samuel K. George, Thomas R. 
Gaither, and John G. Rogers. 

Some of the.regulations stipulated for visitors forbid.smoking, no 
loud noises, no c~ildren unaccompanied by adults and no lafge assemblies. 

These bylaws were amended in 1904 when the cemetery became a separate 
organization, still keeping the name of St. John's Cemetery at.Howard Count 
but no longer requiring three vestry men on the five man board of directors 

In a an old deed dated ]886, Cemetery Lodge.is used as a marking stone 
It was therefore constructed between the years 1871 and 1886. 

Architecturally it is of excepfional merit as an example of the Engli h 
-cottage style of the Cotswalds, although its roof is of patterned slate 
design while the roof of tbe English cottage is often of sod. 

For these reasons Cemetery todge should be included in the National 
Register as a unjque example of the English cottage style. It is also 
associated with historic St. John's Church and adjacent to it. Any fut.ure 
local landmark legislation should include this outstanding structure as 
well as the State Critical Areas Program. 
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J9. 1

M.'l.JOR.BISLICGRANUCAL REFERENCES ......... ,....._.· - - .. 

St.· John's Cemetery of Howard County, Maryland Acts of Incorporation. 

Interview with Mr. and Mrs. James Ashley at St. John 1 s Lodge, April 
27' 1977 

Hewett, Elva Trueblood. A Chapel of Ease- St. John 1 s Ep is cop a l Church 
Ellicott City, 1977 
Interview with the Reverend E. Albert Rich at St. John 1 s Church, April 
27, 1977 

r to. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA ------ I LATITUDE """D LONG:TUC'IE COORDINA.;..ES ·-LATITUDE Al'D LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
0 DEFINING THt;: CENTER POINT OF A. PROPERTY DEFININIO A RECTANGLE LOCATll•G THE PROPERTY 

---- R CF LESS THAN Ti"N ACRf':_S ___ _j 
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degren Minutes. Secorids 

I 
NW 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 
NE 0 . 0 . 
SE 0 . 0 . 

I ~w Q . 0 . 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

:Acreage Justification: 

Please see Attachment 1, Tax Map 29, Blk 10 p. 759 162-240 
20.037 Acres. 

fl I. FORM PREP /t . ..:R-=E-=D.....::.B...:.Y _________ _ 
t:AML AND TITLE: 

Cleora Barnes Thompson, Archivist 
----------------

ORGAN I Z.A l:"ION 

Comprehensive Planning Section __;:__ _____________ _ 
STREET AND N:...JMBER: 

3450 Courthouse Drive --------------.-
CITY OR To·.vN: 

0 . . 

j 

1 

ST ATE. 

Maryland ____ 1~ 
( 0 ff ice U 3 e On l_,.y.__) _________ :._.~ _ _,'.l 

'12.T_E_l _l _i c_o_t ~--~-~-t.Ly ____ _ 

~ St~te Liaison Officer Review: 

Significance of this property is: 
Nation..! O State O LCLul LJ 

Signature 
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St. John's Cemetary Office 
Tax Map 24 
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U.S. Geological Survey Map 
Ellicott City Quad 
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