
C' 

H0-4 
RED HOUSE TAVERN eighteenth century 
Cooksville 
Private 
The Red House Tavern was originally the mid way stopping point 
for travelers between Frederick and Baltimore, twenty-three miles 
to Baltimore and twenty-four to Frederick. It is located along 
an abandoned stretch of the Old Frederick Road and is said to be 
the birthplace of Thomas Cook after whom Cooksville was named. 
It is a l~ story stone house, three bays wide and two deep whose 
most distinguished architectural feature is its high pitched 
gable roof with dormers and a wide central chimney inset into the 
south wall. An additional one and a half story frame north wing 
lies on its north wall. The building faces east with a central 
doorway flanked by double-hung windows with original sashes held 
by wooden pegs. 

Ferdinand M. Bayard, a French writer, visited here in 1791 
and the Reverend Isaac Van Bibber, noted clergyman in 1844. 
Presently occupied as a residence, it is hoped that it will survive 
any planned future development in the area. 
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(Check One) 

CONDITION 
0 Excellent Q!I Good 0 Fair 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 ·Unexposed 

(Check One) (Check One) 

0 Altered [JI Unclt.,ed 0 Moved EX Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT# •D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Red House Tavern is located some 200 feet from the northwest inter
section of Routes 97 and 70 on the west side of Route 97. Its high pitched 
gable roof running north-south and holding donner windows lends a peculiar 
chann to this otherwise simple stone structure. 

The house has been contructed in two sections which rest on stone 
foundations. The original south wing has been constructed of coarse stone, 
one and a half stories high, three bays wide and two bays deep, while the 
newer frame north wing is two bays wide, two bays deep and one and one half 
stories high housing the present kitchen. 

The east elevation of the original wing holds a simple rectangular 
front entrance approached by 3 steps and flanked by rectangular double-hung 
first floor windows with original sashes held by wooden pegs. The original 
six-over-six lites are now 3/6 and 6/6 on this wall. These presently need 
to be restored. The windows are decorated with flat wooden lintels and 
projecting flat wooden sills. 

The south elevation of the original wing is the most pleasing with its 
deeply set widely spaced first and second floor windows and wide central 
chimney which enhance the width of the second floor A-shaped south wall. 

Five dormer windows are set into the gabled roof of both wings, both of 
which run north-south; two are placed on the east elevation of the stone 
house, two on its west and one on the west elevation of the frame addition. 
The donners of the original stone wing hold rectangular double-hung windows 
with four-over-four lites. Pilasters are applied on each side. The donner 
of the addition hold an eight lite casement window. A square brick chimney 
is placed west of center on the north wall of the south wing. 

The first floor windows of the original structure are all double-hung 
and originally held six-over-six lites. Presently they hold varied lites as 
the repair of the window glass and replacement has been dictated by what 
remained of the original sash. 

The north facade of the original structure holds second floor double
hung windows with six-over-six lites and a basement casement window with 
four-four lites, decorated with 2-2 vertical lites. 

The north wall of the north wing holds two double-hung first floor 
indows (now 2 over 2 on the east bay). 

Its south wall holds a six-over-six basement window. 
The interior plan of the house has been altered. Originally, the 

kitchen was located in the basement, beneath the living room which at one 
time held three rooms. The north wing now accommodates a basement kitchen 
and is approached by four descending stone steps to a rectangular entrance 
oor, with the dining room now located where the original kitchen functioned 
asement windows with iron bars on the east wall of the original structure 
ere located under the two first floor windows. As this was used as a 
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kitchen, the bars prevented pilfering of food. This arrangement is found in 
thol, too and appears to have been a common practice in the early houses. < j 

A chimney vase in the west bay of the north wall of the present dining 
oom and original kitchen does not function. A batten wood door cove~s a 
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PERIOO (Checl< One or /llore •• A.pproprlete) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE!Sl (IfAppllceble endKnown) 

. '. · ... 

0 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checl< One or More •• Approprlete) 

Aboriginal D Educati an D Politiccil 

D Prehistoric 0 Engineering D Religion/Phi. 

cXl Historic D Industry losophy 

D Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Science 

XJ Architecture D Landscape D Sculpture 

D An Architecture D Socia I/Human-

XJ Commerce D Literature itarian 

D Communications D Military D Theater 

D Conservation D Music D Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

..· .. ··< . 

0 20th Century 

D Urban Planning 

D Other (SpeclfT) 

T~e Red House Tavern is significant both architecturally and histori
cal_ly. 

Architecturally it is representative of the fine stone houses which 
dot the Howard County countryside. Built with a high pitched gable roof 
which accoJTJJ10dated a second floor but was taxed for one, its south eleva
tion gives a peculiarly pleasing effect. 

A frame north wing has been added at a later date which in no way 
deprives the building of its original profile from the south. 

Considered one of the oldest landmarks and best known taverns, it is 
located on an abandoned stretch of the Old Frederick Road and served as thE 
midway stopping point between Baltimore and Frederick for travelers. 
Notable visitors included Ferdinand M. Bayard, a French writer who 
journeyed through Maryland and Virginia in the sunmer of 1791. George 
Washington is reputed to have spent a night here and in 1844 the Reverend 
Isaac Van Bibber, noted Episcopal clergyman, spent some time here. 

From Bayard's book, Travels of.a Frenchman in Maryland and Virginia 
we get a date of 1791~ It is reputed to be much earlier and to have been 
the birthplace of Thomas Cook, after whom Cooksville was named. 
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGJ TUDE .__ 
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 
NE 0 . . 0 . . 
SE 0 . 0 . 
c;w 0 . . 0 . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

I Pl ease see Tax Map 8, p. 93 

I 406-237 
125.73A 

ML. FORM PREPARE() .Bl' ... 
NAME AND TITLE: 

Cleora Barnes Thompson, Archivist 
ORGANIZATION IDATE 

Office of Planning & Zoning, Comprehensive Planning 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

3450 Court House Drive 
CITY OR TOWN: 'STATE I 2104: Ellicott City Maryland 

f-!5Jstate Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use. Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 
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Red House Tavern - Description (Continued) 

The large south chimney serves two fireplaces which come to a V and 
indicate this area of the room was divided into two rooms while a third 
fireplace in the northwest corner served a third room. 

A log house with gabled roof lies southwest of the structure with 
a barn still further west. The Old Frederick Road is now a driveway from 
Route 97 running along the south side of the house and its out buildings. 
Presently used as a home for Mr. Roy Stevens and his family, it remains 
as a vistage of what was once a tavern and inn on a well-traveled road . 
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