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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE' 

t~ev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Maryland 
-·-

COUNTY, 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Howard 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY DATE 

(Type al I entries - complete applicable sections) 

n~ 't-cAME · 
COMMON' 

Trinity Church 
ANOIOR HIST_ORIC: 

~ 

' 
f 2. LO~A,J~()N I 

STREET ANO NUM~R: 

I 7474 Washington Boulevard (Baltimore Washington Boulevard, us Rt. 1) 
CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT. 

Elkridge Sixth 
STATE - I CODE COUNTY: I COOF 

Maryland 
I "''* Howard I u :l / I 

l 
13> CLASSIFICATION ·'·.'·· j 

CATEGORY 
STATUS ACCESSIBLE I 

OWNERSHIP 
TO THE PUBLIC (Check One) 

0 Di stri cl ~ Building 0 Public Public Acquisition: ~ Occupied Yes: I 
0 Site 0 Structure !XI Private 0 In Process 0 Unoccupied D Restricted I 

0 Obie cl 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work ~ 
Unrestricted I 

I 
in progress 0 No 

I 

.PRESENT USE (Check One or More as .Approprinte) --i .. . . 

0 Agricultural 0 Government 0 Park 0 T ransportoti on CJ Comments 

0 
I 

0 Commercial Industrial 0 Pri vote Residence 0 Other (Specify) I 
0 Educationo I 0 Military IX! Religious ---

I 0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Sci~ntific 
--··· 

'"-'·:::.owttER OF PROPERTY 
I OWNER'S NAME: 

1~ The Ves.try of Trinity Church 
' Ii 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 
1 ·< 

7474 Washington Boulevard - i :;' 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: ":ODF ! ::s 

Elkridge Maryland 21227 24 
I Q.. 
i 

1'5 •. ,, :a,,Q(:ATION OF bEGAL DESCRIPTION I 
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF OEEOS, ETC: 

I :X: 
Howard County Court House - Records Off ice !o 

ST_REET ANO NUMBER: 
-~ 

ni Court Avenue . 
'a. CITY OR TOWN' STATE COOF ,, 
~ Ellicott City Maryland 21043 24 I 

ltfff{E~!?ES~NIA:rtQ_N IN EXISTING SURVEYS .. ..':'-::, 
' i ----. 

TITLE OF SURVEY, 
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DATE OF SURVEY: LI Federal n State f I County 
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I Local 
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I ______ _J 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

I 
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17. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
0 Excellent 

KJ Altered 

~ Good 0 Fair 

(Check On<') 

D Unaltered 

(Check One) 

D Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

D Ruins D Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved U Original Site 

.Trinity Church is a rectangular frame church of three bays 
with shingled walls and on the east end, a semi-octagonal 
apse of stone to window sill height, and half-timbering above, 
the roof of which forms an octagonal pyramid or low spire. An 
entrance porch is on the north side of the west bay, which is 
somewhat longer than the other bays, and a shingled rectapgu
lar sacristy extends south from the east bay. A tall, thin 
shingled pell tower of six sides (not a regular hexagon, but 
rather, part of an octagon with elongated north and south 
sides) rises from the east corner of the sacristy-nave inter
section. In its present form, the result of additions in 
c. 1890, Trinity Church belongs to the "Shingle Style". 

When originally constructed, Trinity Church was a rectangular 
structure, externally finished with horizontal weatherboards. 
Prior to the additions of 1890, the entrance was centered in 
the east end, toward the road, and was sheltered by a small 
hood supported on curved brackets. A window, with a semi
eliptically arched head and diamond leaded glass, and a label 
lintel, was high in the east wall above the door. The i 
weatherboard bell tower stood in its present location as the 
principal exterior ornamental feature. 

A pre-1890 photograph indicates nave windows in their present I 
locations, and of their present widths; foliage obscures the I 
shape of their heads, however. 

Shingles are uniform in width, with butts semi-octagonal in 
shape, all stained a dark brown color, and, except for those 1 

i on the sacristy, they appear original. On the north side --
1 

the principal approach and entrance side -- and on the porch, i 
the stone foundation extends to window sill height, its face 
forward of the wall above, and the lower five courses of 
shingles are splayed out over it in a bold curve. As this 
detail does not exist on the west and south sides (the 
shingles extend to the ground) the stone may be a veneer 
added over the original frame walls with the stylish addi
tions of c. 1890 . 

,, 
Nave windows, th~ee on each side, have semi-eliptically 
arched heads. A secondary entrance to the nave is through 
the west end near the south corner, sheltered by a simple 
bracketed hood . 

The nave roof, with moderate pitch and overhang, is covered 
with standing seam tin. 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 
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Form 10-3000 
(July 1969) 

(Number all entries) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

HA.TIOtU.L REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - HOMIHATIOH FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) # 1 

#7 Description 
TRINITY CHURCll 

(Continued) 

STATE 

Maryland 
COUNTY 

Howard 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 

I ----.I 

The stone foundation of the apsidal chancel is higher than that I 
of the nave. A round headed window is in each of the three 
east siaes. The chancel roof or low spire is covered with flat 

1 

:::mw:~:~ :~dt:: ::::::c:i::r:hd:::r:::::a:eta:oc:::
5

~orth wall I 
of the nave with stone foundation and splayed lower courses of I 
shingles. The gabled roof extends forward, its decorative plate t 

supported by a pair of turned columns flanking the double doors; 
the columns stand on stone podia capped by a rock-faced granite 
slab. The tympanum of the gable is ornamented with applied 
stick tracery. The fCJrch roof is of square butted wood shinqles. 
The pair of wood paneled square headed doors have decorative iror 
hinges and escutcheons. In the east and west wall is a small 
window, with a semi-eliptical arched head. Another pair of 
doors, with leaded glass, separate the porch from the nave. 

The sacristy, which the foundation stonework suggests was 
lengthened a few feet to the south, is similarly constructed 
with semi-octagonal butted shingle walls, boldly splaved over 
a high stone foundation. 

The bell tower has a tall rectangular panel of wood louvres in 
each face. An entrance in its own very small projection, or 
porch, is at the intersection of the bell tower and the apse. 

On the south side of the nave, a broad, brick chimney rises 
with decorative triangular pilasters toward the top, corbeled 
cap courses, brick piers and stone cap. A hatch access to the 
basement is beside the chimney. 

Interior walls and ceiling are plastered, their intersection 
rounded in a broad, unornamented plaster cove. The nave floor is 
of dark resilient tile over concrete. ·All windows are filled 
with nineteenth cent~ry leaded glass, each slightly different, 
but all of the same period and style: bright colored borders 
surrounding'subdued fields of frosted and etched decorative 
glass in Christian symbolic patterns. In the center west window 
is a symbolic explanation of the Trinity. 

A complete set of single and double wall sconces, containjnci 
(electrified) kerosene lamos with qlobe shades, surrounds th~ 
nave, and they are the onlv source-of artificial light. 

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 
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(Number all entries) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY · NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet)# 2 

#7 Description 

TRINITY CHURCH 
(Continued) 

STATE 

Maryland 
COUNTY 

Howard 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER I OATC 

I 

Walnut pews of very simple design date from the mid-twentieth 
century. The chancel is separated from the nave by a wide open
ing to the nave ceiling height, decorated with a wooded, round
arched beam, suggesting a medieval roof arch, but extending to a 
point tang~nt with the flat head. A round wood tracerv circle 
fills each spandrel. 

The chancel, several steps higher than the nave, has an oak 
floor, decorative oak wainscotting to window sill height with a 
mounded oak cap, and plaster walls and ceiling, the latter sever
al feet higher than the nave ceiling. Simple wood rrackets ex
tend from the walls at each _corner of the apse to support the 
deiling. Access to the nav~ attic is through a small dcior over 
the chancel arch, facing the chancel. The chancel windows are 
of a slightly different character from the nave windows, and con
sist of intricate geometric oatterns and Christian symbols, and 
contain many inserts of faceted glass in bright colors. Purnis~
ing:; approximately contemporary with the structure include a 
walnut table altar consisting of Gothic columns and arches, a 
walnut communion rail with walnut columns and ornamental brass 
brackets, ~walnut lectern, an ornamental brass pulpit on a 
walnut base, a walriut bishop's chair, two walnut prayer desks 
and a marble font, which stands at the west end near the church 
entrance in the medieval tradition. The pipe organ of 1936 ~as 
made by M. P. Moller of Hagerstown, Maryland, and is a pneumatic 
action type with the console in the northeast corner of the nave 
and the pipes next to the nave within the sacristy wing. 
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'8· SIG .. lFICANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More•• Appropriate) 

O Pre-Columbian: 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

0 18th Century 

KJ 19th Century 

SPECI Fl C OAT E!Sl (lf Appllc•ble and Known) 18 5 6-18 5 7 
1 

18 9 0 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE _(Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Ab or iginol 0 Educoti on 

0 Prehistoric 

0 Historic 

0 Agriculture 

Qg Architecture 

>{j Art 

0 Commerce 

0 Com~unications 
0 Co~·;ervation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 Engineering 

0 Industry 

0 Invention 

0 landscape 

Architecture 

0 Literature 

0 Military 

0 Music 

0 Political 

~ Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socio I/Human-

it or' ion 

0 Theater 

0 T ronsportotion 

CJ 20th Century 

D Urban Planning 

D Other (Specify) 

Trinity Church was built in 1856-57 as a chapel-of-ease in 
Queen Caroline Parish, the mother church of which was, and 
still is, Christ Church, Guilford, near Columbia, Maryland. 
When originally built, Trinity was a very simple rectangular 
frame chapel finished externally with horizontal weather
boarding; its entrance was in the east end, toward the road. 

This structure's chief architectural significance is that it 
was first built as a very simple building, but received 
several unique, distinctive and ingenious additions which 
deliberately and successfully created a picturesque effect. 

In 189-0, the orientation of the building was reversed with 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
i 

the addition of a half-timbered apse at the east end and a 
porch at the west, thus creating an orientation in the medi- / 
eval tradition, with the altar in the east end. The shingles 1 

and additional stonework were added to the walls, thus ~ 
placis1g Trinity Church in the "Shingle Style" of the nineteent 
century. Its significance is increased by its setting; the 
church stands in a grove of mature trees on some six acres of 1 

land, within an industrial corridor of long standing and 
little beauty. The church is far enough from the highway, to 
seem isolated from it, but near enough to it to seem a part of 
it, and to be an influence oh ail who.travel this route U.S. 1

1 

b~tween Baltimore and Washington. · 

The area probably will remain commercial and industrial, but 
the land immediately surrounding the church, and owned by it, 
is suff~cient to preserve the immediate setting, which speaks 
of antiquity and tranquility, a stable ,element in a rapidly i 
changing world. 
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J 9. MAJOR BIBL10GRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

. 
Vestry Minutes, Queen Caroline Parish 

Vestry Minutes, Trinity Parish 

"One Hundredth Anniversary of Trinity Episcopal Church", 1957 
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f 10. GEOGRAPHIO.L DA T,A -, 
.· .. .-. 

·-LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
0 

L'TITUc>E ANp LC\NGl_T"JDE COO_ROINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANG.LE LOCATING THE PROCE~TY DEFINING TH~ \..t:.~T~R POIN I OF A ::>t"(OPERTY 

- R-- ~F~_S THAN TEN ACRES - - ·-CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . . 0 . 0 . . 0 " 
NE 0 . . 0 . 39 10 48 76 46 14 

' SE 0 . 0 . 
<;w g . . ~ . . I 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: lec;c; t-h:in nnP ~rT'e 

Jl..IST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: C ·::JL E \ 

~lJ. >FORM PREPARED BY '"'·' .""". "::. ":>.-.<:"<"" : ... : .... " ........ 

NAME ANO Tl TL E: 
Frances Wellford Mason and James T. Wollon, Jr. 

ORGANIZATION 

TruJ~ATE 9/18/73 Howard County Committee - Maryland Historical 
STREET AND NUMBE~: 

9725 Old Annapolis Road 
--·----~ 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 
Ellicott City Maryland 24 

l12. ~1A1;E UAISON OFFICER <;tRTIFICAl'ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
I hereby certify that this property is included in tht> 

89-665), I hereby nominate this propehy for inclusion National Register. 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

PValuated accord in~ ~ the c-iteria and proced.i res set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 
Director, Ollice of Archeolo,Qy and Historic Prescrvat1nn 

National Cl State L:l Loc.:ul l -1 

I c-~·e 

Name 
ATTEST: i 

Orlando Ridout IV 
! 

Title State Historic Preservation 
Officer 

K1·•·1,..r of Tl"' N11tin1111/ Ur'l'.i.~1 .. , 
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Date December 14. l9Z3 uate 
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Office of the Bishop 
RT. REV. NOBLE C. POWELL. D.l>. 

T HE D I 0 CE S E 0 F t.L\ RY LA N D 
10~ WEST MONUMENT STREET 

Bll.LTI~IORE I 

To the Congregation of 
Trini t~r Shur ch 
~oward County 

l-'y d e::ir 5'r3 1md s: 

HO-YS 

Cor Lrd f"'.reeti ng:"> to you who tofay c:, nst i tut e Trinit.'' Parish 
ard a re c elebrati np: one hurdred years of w: tn-ss by Tri:-:ity Parish to 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

What vast cha~es ha,_re taken place in our l:ife since this Par
ish was established. So fre~t are these chan:'.es thdt cne rright serious
l~r questjon whether or not there is anythir.g in l::.fe tr.at is sure or 
certain, any stanrl;:ird which never wavers by which ;r.an can judge what. is 
true or false, what is good or bad. 

~ow reassuring and how strengthening it j s to know there is a 
standard wr:ich never wavers. This is not a ma'1-made standard, but one 
which God has set in the mi:ist of tl1is wcrld and :in t.hs ver:r fabric of 
our humanity -- His Incarnate Son, Jesus Christ Cur Saviour. 

Ma;; the new century now oper,jrlf" be:ore you f::rd :·ou ready, 
eaf7er arri stronger in your £'aith, as yru r:ret the w-:.rier opportunities 
inUis cia,\· t-:i make Christ known amorgst men. 

Faith f'u lly yours, 

NCP:C Rishop of r-!arylar.d 
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llEVEllEND GEOll.GE V. B. SHRIVER 
RECTOR 

TRINin· EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
TELEPHONE ELKRIDGE 811W 

HOWARD COUNTY 

Elkii~ge 27j Maryland 

Dear Members of Trinity: 

'frinity is starting its Second Century. It started 100 years a~o 
with 27 confirmed members. Now it has 175 confirmec.i members. It 
is seven times its original size. If it grows in the s:~ne propor
tion, it will h&ve 1,225 members in ~057 A.D. But size und members 
are not the final word. 

Our Jedicc.tiori and cornr:iitment are tne fact·Jr~ that reail/ count. 
If ·..;e con tin:..ie to gro;; spiritually a::: L ... st r...s 1:e gro1-: n~nerically, 
this part of the world will be a marvelous pl'.lce to live in. We 
CLre already blessed with a rich heri tace :::.nu a "fair and l.'.)vely 
C·JU:l try". 

Phy the fut:ire be C< fulfill:nen t of our highe~;t Jrea.r::s, 0ur >.;orthiest 
effort:=:. and o:ir deepest prayers, and r:iay tLe Lord of ne3.veri am1 Earth 
be 1-;i th us all. 

Affectlonfttely 

.feul5s~ 
Your Hector 

7 
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A BRIEF HISTORY 

One hundred years ago there was but 
ope small place of worship, a Methodist 
Chapel where service was held only 
twice a month, in the nine miles between 
Grace Church in Elkridge and Christ 
Church in Guilford. Because of the 
distance to these churches, there was a 
real need that resulted in a decision to 
build a "Chapel of Ease" near Waterloo. 
An acre and a half of land was donated 
by Dr. Lennox Birckhea d and William G, 
Ridgeley and work was started on 
July 30, 1856. By the spring of 1857, 
the chapel was ready for services. The 
building was consecrated as Trinity 
Chapel on March 26, 1857, by the Rt. 
Rev. William Rollinson Whittingham, 

Rn. Alex x. Berg e r Bishop of Maryland. The Bishop in his 
address to the Diocesan Convention on May 27, 1857, gave credit for its 
being to the Birckhead family and particularly to Mrs. Adamina Faber 
Birckhead. She came to this country from Scandinavia with the desire to be 
a missionary to the Indians. Instead, she married Dr. Birckhead and found 
a field for her work here. She was the moving spirit behind the erection of 
the church and remained a faithful worker and devout member until her death 
in 1894 at the age of ninety-four. 

At the time of the consecration of the chapel, the Rev. Alex X. Berger was 
Rector of Queen Caroline parish and as such held services in the chapel and 
therefore became the first Rector of Trinity. 

The original chapel was very plain and devoid of expensive materials and 
workmanship, but was larger than Christ Church which was the Parish 
Church and Mother Church of all the Protestant Episcopal Churches in 
Howard County. At that time, the entrance faced the Boulevard (then 
known as the turnpike} with the chancel to the rear. The entire structure 
was of frame. 

A Sunday School building was begun in September, 1857, and was occupied 
in 1858. By 1860, the ground surrounding the church had been leveled. 
This required three hundred forty-five loads of earth to fill the ravine on 
the north side of the church. 

10 
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the name of Trinity Church. 

On April 16, 1860 and August 17, 1860, 
two small tracts 01 land consisting of 
about one acre were deeded to the vestry 
of Queen Caroline Parish by Theodore 
Tubman and Myers Pearce. This land 
located about one hali mile northwest of 
the church on Pearce's Lane was to be 
used for a graveyard for Trinity Chapel 
and is known as 11 Chape 1 Hill". 

Mr. Berger resigned from the parish 
on June 1, 1865. There was then a 
vacancy for over a year during which 
period various clergymen held services 
in the Chapel. In 1866, the Protestant 
Episcopal Convention granted that 
Trinity Chapel be separated from the 
Parish Church (Christ Church) and be 
made an independent congregation under 

On June 10, 1866, the first vestry was elected. 

During 1866, five acres of land adjoining the church property were purchas
ed and work was started on a rectory. 

The Rev. Theodore C. Gambrall who lived in Hooversville (now Jessup) 
who was an instructor in mathematics at the University of Maryland, was 
the first resident pastor. He came to Trinity on September l, 1866 having 
just been ordained a priest. 

In 1867, the bell tower and sacristy were added and the vestry was comple
ted, and, according to the record, th ere were 2 7 communicants. Trinity 
Church was admitted into union with the Convention on May 28, 1868. 
Permission was granted at the Convention of 1869 to establish a new parish 
under the name of Trinity Parish. Shortly thereafter, the title of the grave
yard was conveyed from Caroline Parish to the vestry of the new parish. 
In 1871, the chapel at the Cross Roads was built. This was located on 
Waterloo Road at Pfeiffer's Corner. Mr. Gambrall resigned on December 
l, 1871, and until October, 1872, the parish was without a resident rector. 

11 
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The longest rectorship in Trinity ' s 100 
years started on the Tuesday before 
Thanksgiving Day in 1872 when the Rev. 
William F. Gardner was called from 
Virginia. Mr. Gardner was a native 
ol Alexandria and when the Civil War 
started, entered the Confederate Army. 
He was seriously wounded in battle 
which caused a shortening of one leg 
and permanent lameness . After re· 
covery from the first effects of his 
wound, he studied at the Seminary in 
Virginia and was made deacon. He 
was assigned the duties of Chaplain 
to the Army of Northern Virginia 
with the territory between the James 
and the Appomatox Rivers. He 
married a Miss Rowland of Norfolk 
who was i:I. ~ i~ter to the wife of Bishop 
Thomas Dudley of Kentucky who was 

Rev. Willi""' J.. G.•rdner a life-long friend of Mr. Gardner. 
The fir st dollar Mr. Gardner earned as a minister was made into an ins et 
in Trinity's Communion rail in memory of John H. Rowland, a brother of 
Mrs. Gardner. 

The original Rectory burned down in November, 1872, because of a defect 
in the building . The work of rebuilding was started immediately and 
completed in August, 1873. While it was being built, the Rev. Mr. Gardner 
and his family lived in the Sunday School building. 

In 1890, the church was modified by the stone extension on the front and 
the chancel placed in the east end with the entrance moved to the north side. 
These alterations improved the appearance of the church, increased the 
seating capacity and resulted in the building as we know it today. 

Mr. Gardner continued as Rector until his death on Sunday, December 22., 
1907, ending 3 5 years of devoted service to Trinity. 

12 
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R ev. B. Duvall Chbmba u 

Ho-4~ 
The next rector was the Rev. B. Duvall 
Chambers who had been serving St. 
Mary's Church, Jessup, starting in 
January, 1906, while still a student at 
the Virginia Seminary. After graduation, 
he was placed in charge of St. Mary's 
as a Deacon in June, 1908. He was 
therefore no stranger in the community 
and after the death of Mr. Gardner, the 
Bishop asked him to add to his services 
at St. Mary's alternating services at 
Trinity and the chape l at Pfeiffer's 
Corner. In Jan. 1908, St. Mary's was 
added to Trinity Parish and the Rev. 
Mr. Chambers was placed in charge. 
Later in the year, Mr. Chambers took 
residence at the Trinity Rectory but 
did not formally accept the call to 
Trinity until July 1, 1909. Mr. Cham"" 
hers recognized an urgent need of all 
three of the churches he was serving 

for a hall in which a variety of activities could be held. The Hall was built 
with the contribution of much labor at a cost of $1, 500. Mr. Chambers 
tells of the night the new Parish Hall was presented to the Bishop that he 
sat down at the piano and played a waltz and at once a dozen couples began 
to dance. Since that time this Hall has been the scene of many different 
kinds of entertainment such as plays by local talent, musical evenings by 
imported talent, card parties, dances, dinners, etc . The Sunday School 
room was torn down after the Hall had been completed and the Parish Hall 
has been used for a Sunday School from that day until the present. During 
the rectorship of Mr. Chambers, only one member in the Parish owned 
an automobile and he was a Mr. R. B. Bond, a vestryman from Jessup. 
Very few parishoners lived within walking distance so visiting by the Rector 
and attendance at church required the use of horse and buggy . The Rev. 
Mr. Chambers left Trinity in 1912 to answer a call from a large New York 
church. 
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The Rev. Charles F. Stout came to 
Trinity in the spring of 1913 . Mr. 
Stout was an elderly man and continued 
as the Rector until his retirement from 

-the ministry in 1915. 

Mr. Stout was followed by the Rev. 
Theodore S. Will who came to Trinity 
in 1916 and left m 1918, staying for 
only two years . His mother kept house 
for him until his marriage to Eleanor 
Harding of Ellicott City. Their first 
baby was born in the Rectory. It was 
during Mr. Will's Rectorship that the 
present pulpit was installed. This 
pulpit was removed from St. Anne's 
in Annapolis when a new one was 
installed there. 

In 1919, the Rev . Charles H. Fosbroke came from Buffalo to continue as 
Rector of Trinity for 19 years. Out of the depression that followed 1929, 
Mr . Fos broke developed a thriving milk business . For the first but not 
for the last time, Trinity had a clergyman with a secular occupation. 
It was during these difficu1t years that the Chapel at Pfeiffer 's Corner 
and the church at St. Mary's in Jessup were discontinued and all activity 
was centered at Trinity. The present pipe organ was installed during 
the latter part of Mr. Fosbroke's regime. In 1938 Mr. Fosbroke left 
to take a church in Boston. 

Mr. Stephen C . Walke was assigned to hold services at Trinity by the 
Bishop during his last year at Virginia Seminary . He drove over from 
Alexandria every Sunday morning. After his ordination as Deacon on 
May 1, 1939, he was assigned as Deacon-in-Charge. He married Mary 
Montague Brown-Sermon daughter of an instructor at the Seminary and 
moved into the Rectory in July, 1939, on the return from their honey
moon. He was ordained into the Priesthood on September 21, 1938, 
this being the first ordination in Trinity's history. The first acolytes 
to be used in the parish were introduced by Mr. Walke on Christmas 
Day, 1940. He also organized the first Altar Guild. 

The Rev. and Mrs. Theodore Patton and two daughters came to Trinity 
in August, 1942. Due to wartime gas rationing, the parish program 
was greatly curtailed. Be cause of the teacher shortage, Mr. Patton 
also taught at Boys' Latin School in Baltimore. When the call for 
Chaplains became more and more insistent, Mr . Patton volunteered 
and was accepted by the Navy and left Trinity in July, 1944. 

Af~er Mr . Patton left, Trinity was being served by lay-readers except 
the first Sunday in each month when a minister came for Holy Communion. 
This was the manner in which our present Rector, Rev. George Van Bibber 
Shriver was first introduced to Trinity. Mr . and Mrs. Shriver and their 
two children had just returned from India where Mr. Shriver had served 
as a missionary for 11 years. 
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- . Trinity, Howard Col!nty 
Trinity Churlh, I lowarJ County, \\J) 

horn officially lllO ycm~ ;1go on M.1rd1 
26, 18'i7. 

-

.... 

Il was born a:. .1 diapcl, all outpo.;t 
of tltc mo1hc:r lh11rd11 Chn,l Clnirl h, 
Guilford. 

It wa) built be"dc the r0;1d tllJI thl' 
old st.1gc co.tl ht"S usnl tu tr;n d b1:t wccu 
Baltimor(" .in.I W;1~l1111,i.:to11, 1ust 1hout .i 

mile Crom the ''tc· nf Spuric:r\ T:ivcrn 
where Gtorgc ~'a~l1111gru11 often )pc:nl 
the night, ;11111 v. hc:rc: lllllc: he ha.I to 

1ilay even longer lx·a1u,,. lti, hor~l' died 
there. Today this ro.11! is knm\ 11 .i' 

Route I, or the \X1.1~h 1 ngtu11 B.11!11norc 
l3oulc:' .trd, and th~· ~Ill or Spum:r\ 
Tavern is known .t~ \X'.1tcrloo 

The rc:dor o( c hri-t C hurd1, Guilford, 
in I W'\7 \\',1, Th1: Rcn:rrnd 1\lc.:xandcr 
Berger .111J he: looked a(ta thi: new 
chapel a(tcr It wa:. built. Tod.1r Im 
,grandson is a \'c:.rrym.tn of Trrnil}' 
Church 1u11I hi, srl'ott gr.1n1ld,1ughtcr 
.sing.-; in the d1oir. 

The a:hapc:I w.i~ built in IS'i7 to lill 
a m:ed II wa, too for hy hor'c Ill 

Elkrid~c or to Guilford frurn Watc:rlou, 
nnd so they built J chu rd1. 

It was 11 pl.tin hoJrd huth.!1118 .1111 I 
cost less I han $:!,OllO b11t it w.1, .1 
t:hurd1 and pl'opll· .1Lte11dcJ ii in 111· 
ercasing 11urnh1:r:.. 

Jn J861 the Civil \X'.tr hrokc our .111J 

~ged for four }'L!lr5 as evc:ryboJr knll\\, 
In 1865 The Rcvcm1d Mr. Bcigcr re
signed from Chrht Church, Guilford, 
and a new rector w.t~ no! c.1lll·J for 
some: lime. l>coplc: .it Trinity h1:c.1111t· 
rc:stlc:ss ~o i11 1866 th1:}' built ,1 re< tor}' 
.ind pc.-titioncd thl· Oiocc:;.111 < om·t·11tio11 
for 11dmi"io11 ~s .1 pa ri,h .md I or tilt' 

right to Lall :i n.'l.tor. 
Permission w.1!> ;.:r.1ntcd and Tlil· 

Reverend TheoJort· G.unbrill w,1s c.illc:d 
a.s the first r~dor ol the: 111:wly.forrned 
p:uish, H1.· '' il$ a pruit·,~or of m.11hc
matics in the Uni,<:r)ity of Maryl.111.!. 
He . tayc:J until I R72. J\ ftl'r ht! ldt, the 

/nl•rlor Trinily, lloword County 

Tlta llov Theodora Gambrill 

\'L~try (.tiled Tlw Ru·c·r1:11d \'('rlliam r· 
( ;.1rd11cr, ,1 I ormer < lupl.ttn ot llw Con· 
ft:tk·r.ltl" Army, \\ hll li111ped 11ulilcahl)' 
l>t:camc ol it k·g wo1111d ,u,1:111ll'd durin~ 
I he Wilt 

~fr. G.ardm:r ~t.1yeJ :ii 'l fl!lll) tor ~., 

)'L':lr, , I It· w.i- thcrl' long c111111J,:h to 

u·khr.1tt- Trinity':; •Olh annncr~;tr}' tn 
I !)07 111d IQ 'l'C till' .1ddi1io11 Ill I m•w 
d1:l11td to the uh! pl.1i11 h111 l.fi11~. lmn~· 
rn.~ ro tht.' h11ildi11~ .1 new chum 

Mr. G.ird11l·r w11 followed hr 1 lw 
R1•\'Crt111l B. D. ( hamhcrs who w.1s ju~t 

out of 5c111i11.1rr 1111d who w 1~ .rlre.1dy 
in d1.1rgt· of .St l\fary·, Chur< It, Jts>U(, 

J\lr . Ch.1111hcr> hL't'lilllt: r he n:ltor 11' both 
d1urc h1:~. built p.ui,h It.ill, I or (.".tCh 

t hun h .111<1 1 .1rric:d on ,c;n ins also in J 

ch.1pr:l .it l' i,·iffcr' rnrnc:r, Tl11.:~c: IWll 

cl1.1pd, h:we db.1pp~.1rc:d hut Mr. 
Charnh::r> j, ,1111 l1vi11~ in O.:nuth C1roli11.1 
.in.I keeps up 111) i11tcr1:'it 111 'l'nnrl). 

Mr ( h:unber, wa' I ol Im\ cd in I 1> I ~ 
h}' The Rt·vt·rtnd Ch.irk' Stout, .ll1d 111 

1')16 hr Rntrc:nd Thc:odor( S, Will 
I 11 1919 hcg.111 I hl 't"t nnd lo11g rc111m: 

or ofl11 tc hy .1 rl dor nf tlti' dnm h. ·1 ht· 
llc\'crtntl (. 11. Po,hrukc: >IJyL.d on l!l! 

17 Y<-'·'" I It· w.1, .11 T1 inirr d11ri11,i; thc 
de I' re:,, ton ~o lw ,1,1rtt"I .1 ht· rd ol tow' 
.111d ,oJd mrlk .110111111 the" rnuntry,idc:. 
He g.l\'l' .!\\,I) lo poor {amilie~ 11nd l•> 
tho,1. \\ho wc:re mu nl work .ilmtht .1s 
11111d1 .1i; h1.• 'old. Undc:r 1t1~ le.1.fc:r,ltip. 
thi,: d111rr h lOntinut·d lo J;lrOw. 

The J{~vl·rcnJ Sttphut C. W11lkc nunc 
i11 I?~~ J• a rk-.1co11 .incl w:i~ ord.1hwtl .1 

priest in Trinity Cl11mh. 111, w:ts the 
hrst ordi11.1lron to lhi: prk·sthood to he 
held 111 !lit' c.hurl'h. 111: w:1s followed hy 

3 

Tlac: lkn·rc11d I hni.IL>rL' l' .itton who ldt 
111 1oi11 rlw N.1\} ,1' .1 C hapl.1111 111 194 t 

Cummp homi: ,J\ .1 rnrs,ion.1ry from 
111.J!.1, l'l1L. ilLHrl111I Ccorw· V;1n D 
hm er \\ .1~ L lll c:,I to he: r'·ttor oi Trinit}' 

( hurd1 111 J11m ol 11> I~ \X'orkin~ a' ;:in 

1:11~111C•r 111 UJltrmorc during the dar, 
he h,i- hu11 fl'ltor uf l'rmll}' Jnd priest. 
111·d1.u~t· ot All .S.1rnb, A1111Jpol1s June· 
11011, lor 11t-.rrl} l\\'ehc: }'l'JN 

l'h.· t:ln1rd1 h:h .~rown I rum J group 
••I .1huur .?'; one h1111drl·il }'•~Ir~ ago lo 

lj'(Htl:<HTJ..•td} 17., 111 19'i7, J>urmg thnt 
time•, then: hJ\ c licen only kn rectors 
.111d rlHL"C: of 1hc111 \\Cfi: named Theodore 

l'h1· d111rch ,en .... , 111 .111 arl.I \\here 
dircc othrr d111rd1e, h.h·t• comt• :1.11d gone 
It ,, 101.tll'<I 111 tl1l· l•1u11tr) 1111! is ~ur· 

ro11111k·d 0111} L>r field~ llut th1: people 
,omr 10 11 ht:1.111,c 111 11 there: 1~ unity, 
pc.ice Jt11 I UH1l'ord " 

First Annual family Doy 
Scheduled for Claggett 

!'t;Uunby. l\1.1y 2\ h.1-. hcc·n offici:illy 
,,., ,,, Drolcsan F.muly Day at Claggett 
Ccnkr. To bC' lmow11 J> "C' d.iy, this 
}'l':tr' s C\'Clll will bl.' th<.: fir~I Of wliat will 
he .m .inm1.1l afforr for cvcrr member of 
the M.arylantl DrO(C!SC, 

I l iAh l i.~ht ol the P'.unily Oay at 
CIJR,.~t:tt will lw the prc:sen~tion of the 
I cntc:r1 01T1:rins. m.1k111g use of the new 
outdonr, Alt.ir ,11111 arnptlhcatre. The 
.tn1p1thc:.ur1: wilt ~cilt several thousand 
people, 

Prior w the prc.--;c.-nt.1tion, there will be: 
.1 lil•diL.1tinn ol thc Alt.1r b)' Bishop 
Powell, .1 hbs111g- of the: fields, nncl 
hwls, followi:d hy ROJ!JI ion prayer.;. 

F.unil)· Da}' is 'd1cdukil lo Rd under 
\\.1)" .11 11 ,00 /\ ~I , J1ul will Inst until 
l·ou l'.M. In ;id,litaon 10 the :;crvict.-s 

lhcrc will 1--c J ha~dull t;.inw bdwecn , ~ 
two tc.11m of the 11pi rop;i I B.:tSt·blll 
I c:.t_L:Ul' .11111 .1 pitn1l lumh with e:ich 
f.111lif)' pron.frn_g it~ OWll food. Soft 
lnnl.., will hl.' ,1\·,11bhlc .it rite.· ccnttt. 

fa 1'f)' der!lrm.111 •~ urged 10 .i~k the 
rna:mhc:r, of h1~ ron8rcgation now to 
111Jk'· pl.in, lo all end I lib grt:at d:iy .it 

uur n\\ n u·ntcr with ''' .2!)0 atrl"~ rollmg 
lOIJlltrysidc and 10 brmg C:\'ery one in 
the i.11111ly. Cll,g~ttt ( i:ntcr 1s easy to 
rl-.llh , • l0<.1tt·J onlr d~l1t milts south 
ol Fri:dt·ri< t on Rouk No. I 'i. Rcrncm· 
ht·r th<.: datc S.1111rdJy, /\fay 25, irom 
I I ·or> .-..~1 . until J ;OO l'.M • • 'C' d.1y 

111 the l\!Jryl.111.I Diocc~e 

MAY 25 - 1 1 A.M. 

~CY~rJ 
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ROSTER OF TRINITY PARISH 1957 

Rector 

The Reverend George Van Bibber Shriver B. D., S. T. M. 

R. Lee Curtis 
Robert 0. Mathews 
John Biggs 
Merle A. Miller, Jr. 

Edward Pfeiffer 
Charles Becker 

J. Raymond Curtis 
Miss Eleanor Hocker 

Herman M. Pfeiffer 

Vestrymen 

Wardens 

Sunday School 

Women's Auxiliary 

Mrs. Guy M. Wetzel 
Mrs. J. Frank Curtis 
Mrs. Herman M. Pfeiffer 

Rev. George Van B. Shriver 
Mr. Herman M. Pfeiffer 
Mrs. Roger Mellor 
Mrs. George Dick 

Mrs. Kenneth Fields, Jr. 

Guild 

Altar Guild 

Organist 

Miss Margaret Wetzel 
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Clifton A. Berger 
John Struck (Secretary) 
N. Roger Mellor, Jr. 
John S. Mehring 

Senior Warden 
Junior Warden 

Registrar 
Treasurer 

Superintendent 

President 
Treasurer 
Recording Secretary 

President 
Vice President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 

Chairman 
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