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Late Nineteenth Century 

Facing south on the west side of Beechwood Road, Idle-A-While 
presents a fine example of the shingle style, so prevalent in Ameri­
can domestic architecture in the late Nineteenth and early Twentieth 
centuries. Built by Judge Stewart of Baltimore, it comprises two 
intersecting gambrel roof sections, an east and west wing. 

The east wing is a two bay wide, one room deep, two and a half 
story, gambrel roof (running east-west)cypress frame structure with 
patterned cypress shingled second floor. It holds the main entrance 
hall, staircase and living room and features a rectangular dutch 
entrance door surmounted by stained glass transom and hall window. 

The west wing is a two and a half story, three bay wide, two bay 
deep, intersecting gambrel roof cypress frame building, also featur­
ing a patterned cypress shingled second floor. The building features 
various gabled roof and jerkin roofed dormer windows holding double­
hung windows with lights ranging from six and eight-over-one to six­
teen-over-two. 

Originally the house was used solely as a sununer home for Judge 
Stewart who was noted for sending out his many surreys with the 
fringes on top to the Carroll and Warfield holdings to transport their 
owners to his splendid parties. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL llF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Judge Stewart's House is located on the west side of Beechwood 
Road 3/10 of a mile north of the intersection of Ilchester Road. It 
is located on the top of a hill 2/10 of a mile west of Beechwood Road, 
surrounded by ten acres of lawn and woodland through which passes a 
circular drive. It is composed of two intersecting gambrel roof 
sections; an east and a west wing. 

The east wing holds the main entrance, entrance hall and stair­
case, and living room. It is a two bay wide, one room deep, two and 
a half story, gambrel roof (running east-west) cypress frame structure 
with patterned cypress shingled second story. A wide brick chimney 
(running north-south) is centered into the roof line, serving two 
corner chimneys located in the hall and living room. 

East Elevation 

This wing's east elevation features a lovely one story high, flat 
roofed, semi-octagonal open porch supported by four doric columns. 
A ballustrade runs along the perimeter of the roof line which serves 
as a second floor terrace. This graceful open porch was com~letely 
restored and rebuilt by the present owners. 

The second floor of this elevation features a twenty-five light 
hipped roof oriele window whose north and south sides hold five 
vertical lights. A rectangular entrance door lies north of this 
window, while above is placed a rectangular, double-hung, attic win­
dow with sixteen-Qver-two lights. 

South Eleyation of East Win~ 

The south elevation of the east wing features the rectangular 
entrance door surmounted by a stained glass transom featuring a dia­
mond pattern. East of the entrance is placed a rectangular stained 
glass window, also surmounted by a stained glass transom, both of 
which are of a similar design to the transom above the entrance. 
East of this window is placed a large living room window, holding 
six-over-one lights. A one story high shed roofed portico covers the 
main entrance of the house and is supported by six wooden columns and 
approached by two steps. 

The second floor of this elevation features a gabled roof dormer 
window holding a double window, of which each component is flanked and 
separated by pilasters and holds six-over-one light double-hung win­
dows. On either side of its gabled roof rest jerkin roofed, attic, 
dormer windows holding twelve-over-one light windows. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The north elevation of the east wing is notable for the fine family 
room addition which follows the outlines of the open porch which it 
has enclosed. This fine semi-octagonal room features four tall, double­
hung windows with nine-over-nine lights and a fifteen light rectangular 
entrance door on its north-west corner. 

The second floor of this elevation features two identical gabled 
roof dormer windows holding double-hung, rectangular windows with 
six-over-one lights, flanked by pilasters and surmounted by closed 
pediments. 

An attic dormer is placed west of the two second floor dormers 
and holds twelve-over-two lights. 

The West Win~ 

The west wing holds the large dining room and kitchen with bed­
rooms above. It is a two and a half story, three bay wide, two bay deep, 
intersecting gambrel roof cypress frame building with patterned cypress 
shingled second floor. 

South Elevation 

The south elevation of the west wing holds two rectangular first 
floor, dining room windows which hold six-over-one lights. A single 
second floor rectangular, double-hung window holds eight-over-one 
lights and is decorated with a projecting wooden lintel. 

A smaller rectangular double-hung attic window is centered into 
the roof line, holding sixteen-over-one lights. 

The North Elevation 

The north elevation holds two first floor, rectangular, double~ 
hung kitchen windows, holding six-over-six lights, decorated with 
shutters. 

Two vertically aligned, proportionally scaled second floor win­
dows hold six-over-four lights with an attic window, centered into 
the roof line, holding sixteen-over-two lights. 

The West Eleyation 

The west elevation of the west wing of the house is perhaps the 
most dramatic with its three tall gabled roof dormer windows, decora­
ted by closed pediments surmounting six-over-one light windows. Above 
these three dramatic windows are placed a wide, jerkin roofed attic 
dormer window which holds two square twelve-over-one light windows. 

The north bay of this wall holds the rectangular kitchen entrance 
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which is covered by shed roofed open porch, supported by wooden 
columns. 

An old spring house lies some 200 yards west of the house and 
a one story high three car garage northwest of the house. 
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Idle-A-While is significant both historically and architecturally. 
Historically, it denotes the age of the summer villa in Howard County 
during the mid to late Nineteenth century when wealthy Baltimoreans 
built their summer homes here and partied from the 1st of May to the 
1st of September. It was built by Judge Stewart of the Circuit Court 
of Baltimore City, sometime after 1878 after some of the country villas 
he had seen in northern France. 

The building is significant architecturally as an example of the 
shingle style so popular in late Nineteenth century domestic architecture. 
The gambrel roof is constructed of patterned cedar shakes over a first 
floor composed of graduated cedar frame siding. The Queen Anne style 
is reflected in the many dormer and oriele windows which decorate the 
roof line at every elevation and hold varied light panes, ranging 
from six and eight-over-one to twelve-over-one. 

In conclusion, the house stands to remind us of a more leisurely 
day when the good Judge Stewart, renowned for his many surreys "with 
the fringes on top" sent them out to Doughoregan Manor and to Oak­
dale to bring Howard County society to gather at his famous parties. 
These parties were almost continuous throughout the summer months 
until September first, when he closed up the house to go back to 
Baltimore. 

Architecturally significant and thoughtfully restored by its 
present owners, Mr. and Mrs. Earl Heckman, it is one of Howard County's 
finest landmarks and should be placed on the National Register, should 
its owners so desire. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



-

-

-

IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
H0-455 
District 1 

Interview with Mrs. Earl Heckman at 
"Idle-A-While", January 25, 1978 
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lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 10 • 027 

Please see Attachment 1, Tax Map 31, p. 124 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Please see Howard County Land Records, Liber #: 680, 
Folio #: 241. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
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Office of Planning & Zoning-Comprehensive Planning Section 465-5000 x257 
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Ellicott City Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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