
H0-456 
The Fislage-Cavey House 
Ilchester 
Private circa 1873 

The Fislage-Cavey House faces east on a high slope of ground on the 
west side of Ilchester Road, (just south of its intersection with 
Bonnie Branch Road.) This Romanesque Revival Style building is a 
three bay wide, one room deep, two and a half story high, gabled 
roof (running north-south) German siding frame house, resting on a 
stone foundation, with central, square brick chimney and a central, 
second floor, intersecting gable roof (running north-south) project
ing bay, which is supported by two square posts and two pilasters. 

The house is constructed in an "L" plan, with a two bay wide, one 
bay deep, two story high, intersecting gable roof (running east
west) German siding west or dining room wing, resting on a stone 
foundation, with central, square brick chimney centered into its 
west wall, placed on the north side of the main section's west wall. 
A two story high, shed roofed, open porch runs along its south wall, 
with rectangular second floor entrance. Still another section, a 
one bay wide, one bay deep, two story high (originally one story high) 
frame kitchen appendage rests along the west wing's west wall. 

The gables of the north and south elevations, as well as the second 
floor projecting bay, are decorated with scalloped barge boards and 
hold four light, roman arched, attic windows, a feature of the Roman
esque Revival style as it filtered down through America's mid-nine
teenth century domestic, frame architecture. 

Believed to have been constructed by George Fislage circa 1873, it 
was later occupied by the Post Master of Ilchester, Mr. Robert Cavey 
and his family from 1899 to 1943. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Fislage-Cavey House faces east on a high slope of ground on 
the west side of Ilchester Road, just south of its intersection with 
Bonnie Branch Road. This Romanesque Revival Style building is a three 
bay wide, one bay deep, two and a half story high, gabled roof (run
ning north-south) German siding frame house, resting on a stone foun
dation, with central square brick chimney and a central, second floor, 
intersecting gable roof (running north-south) projecting bay, which is 
supported by two square posts and two pilasters. This projecting bay 
holds a second floor rectangular, double-hung window holding six-over
six lights, underlined by a projecting wooden sill, decorated with 
green shutters and a four light, roman arched attic window. The open 
porch created beneath this projecting bay acts as a cover for the cen
tral, rectangular, roman arched entrance door, flanked by three ver
tical side lights and surmounted by a five light transom. One wide 
stone step and three wide wooden steps lead to the entrance landing. 
The house is constructed in an "L" plan, with a two bay wide, one bay 
deep, two story high, intersecting gable roof (running east-west) 
German siding west wing, resting on a stone foundation with central 
square brick chimney centered into its west wall, placed on the north 
side of the main section's west wall. A two story high shed roofed, 
open porch runs along its south wall, with rectangular second floor 
entrance. Still another two story high, one bay wide, one bay deep, 
two story high (originally one story high) frame kitchen appendage 
rests along the west wing's west wall. 

The gables of the north and south elevations, as well as the 
second floor projecting bay, are decorated with scalloped barge 
boards and hold four light, roman arched, attic windows, as previous
ly mentioned, on the east facade. 

Fenestration for the entire house, other than the roman arched, 
attic windows are vertically aligned, proportionally scaled, rectan
gular and double-hung, holding six-over-six lights, underlined by 
projecting wooden sills and decorated by green shutters. 

The north and south elevations of the main body of the house are 
identical, holding similar first and second floor windows. A six 
light basement window is placed in the centre of the stone foundation's 
north wall, while three light basement windows are vertically aligned 
to the first and second floor, windows on the east facade's north and 
south bays. 

The north wall of the west wing holds two first and second floor 
windows similar to those described, as well as the batten wood, rec
tangular cellar door in the east side of the foundation's north wall. 
West of this door rests a six light basement window. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The frame kitchen appendage, constructed along the west wing's 
west wall, was once a one story high, gabled roof (running east-
west) structure, as seen by the gable line on the west wall of this 
section. This wall holds a six light cellar window, inset into its 
stone foundation wall and a first floor window, similar to those des
cribed. A one story high, screened-in porch runs along the south wall 
of this section. 

A square, brick walled well lies southeast of the house and a 
frame barn further south. This barn is mentioned in deeds as the 
barn of George Fislage. A smoke house also lies west of the house. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Fislage/Cavey House is significant to the State of Maryland 
and Howard County both historically and architecturally. 

Historically, it is steeped deeply in the history of this long 
forgotten settlement of Ilchester on the west banks of the Patapsco. 
At one time it was believed that it would become a major settlement 
with the advent of the B & O Railroad, but the site of Ellicott City 
was chosen for the main station. Mr. George Ellicott had great hopes 
for the area when he built his stone tavern below what is now St. 
Mary's College and Chapel. The Ilchester Post Office was also lo
cated within walking distance to this house, its occupant of the early 
twentieth century, Mr. Robert Cavey being the Post Master for many 
years and later his daughter, Mary. Mrs. Dorothy Cavey O'Brian, who 
was brought up in the house remembers her Aunt Mary's lantern coming 
closer in the darkness as she walked home from the post office at the 
end of the day. In spite of this small settlement, Ilchester remained 
"of£ the beaten tract," admired and appreciated by both the Roman Cath
olic and Episcopal Churches, which built colleges and schools here. 
Otherwise, it was a quiet rural community. Mrs. O'Brian remembers the 
singing from the St. Mary's College Chapel on summer days, when its 
monks and priests sang their offices at nine in the morning, noon, 
three in the afternoon and at evensong. 

Thanksgiving was also remembered vividly, for it was slaughtering 
time on the Cavey farm. Turkeys, which had been raised there, were 
prepared to be put on the Thanksgiving table or sold in the market 
place for similar use. Pigs were butchered and hams prepared and a 
general feeling of preparation and festivity was in the air. The girls 
of the family made the pies, using a huge, black, wood. stove in the 
kitchen, while their brpthers helped their father with 'he butchering. 

The 13-14 children raised in this house walked 
muni ty r :':Thistle to elementary school, later going 
to High ~hool and then on to College in Baltimore. 
importa1 to the Cavey family. 

to the small com
to I:llicott City 
Education was 

Two of the girls became school teachers, while Mar:• Cavey 1 who 
helped at the Post Office and became its post mistress1 Nas also a 
music teacher, giving piano lessons to her students in the parlor of 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Historically, the building goes back to at least 1866, when George 
Fislage acquired the property from George Ellicott on September 17. 

Architecturally, the building is representative of the Romanesque 
Revival Style as it filtered down into American Domestic architecture. 
The roman arched attic windows which are found in this house are usual
ly the only vistage of this style when applied to what would ordinarily 
be called vernacular Howard County Architecture. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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