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Edgewood Farm 
Ellicott City 
Private circa 1890 

Edgewood Farm faces east on the north side of Route 108, just west 
of the Howard County Vocational School. It is a five bay wide, one 
roof deep, two and a half story high, gabled roof (running north
south) frame structure with central intersecting gable holding a roman 
arched window, and a square brick chimney inset into its north wall. 
It is typical late nineteenth century ·•vernacular style" with a west 
wing addition located off the south side of its west wall. 

Fenestration for the house is rectangular, double hung, holding two
over-two lights, vertically aligned and proportionally scaled. 

Edgewood Farms is noteworthy historically through its association with 
the Dorsey-Clark-Gaither families of Howard County. 
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~LTERED 

HO 476 
Dist. 3 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGfNAL SITE 
-MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Edgewood Farm faces east on the north side of Route 108, just 
west of the Howard County Vocational School. It is a five bay 
wide, one room deep, two and a half story high, gabled roof 
(running north-south) frame structure with central intersecting 
gable holding a roman window, and a square brick chimney inset into 
its north wall. It i·s typical late nineteenth century "vernacular" 
style with a west wing addition located off the south side of its 
west wall. 

Fenestration for the house is rectangular, double hung, holding 
two-over-two lights, vertically aligned and proportionally scaled. 
In addition, a central roman arched, double-hung window, holding 
two-over-two lights is placed on the east facade of the intersecting 
gable, while two four light, rectangular casement attic windows are 
located on the north and south elevations. 

An excellent stone barn lies south of the house, as well as a 
Dorsey-Clark cemetery of the nineteenth century. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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H0-476 
Dist. 3 
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_TRANSPORTATION 

~OTHER CSPECIFYI 
Local History 

Edgewood Farm is significant historically and architecturally. 

Historically, the farm goes back to the early nineteenth century 
when Elizabeth Freshour conveyed the farm in trust to William Gibbons 
on the 18 May, 1833 (18-47 A.A. County). Architecturally, the 
building is representative of the five bay wide, central hall, late 
nineteenth century "vernacular" style architecture of Howard County. 
This two and a half story high, frame farm house features a central 
intersecting gable and L plan seen throughout Howard County in the 
mid to late nineteenth century. Usually a two story high kitchen 
wing formed the L for this type of house. 

Historically the farm comprised 253 acres of land and was known 
as "Owen Dorsey's Farm," conveyed to him by his brother, Michael Dorsey. 

On February 1, 1877, James MacKubin, acting as trustee for the 
property (willed to William H. Freshour by Elizabeth Freshour on 
March 3, 1857), conveyed the farm to Elizabeth Golladay, after a public 
auction on the steps of the Court House in Ellicott City. (H.C. Land 
Records, Liber 37, folio 412). Some two years later the farm was 
acquired by Christopher Davis (LJW 40-465). 

Later owned by the Clark and Gaither families, it is now the 
property of Mr. Phillip Dorsch and his wife, Katherine Gaither Dorsch, 
daughter of the previous owners, Mr. and Mrs. W. Clark Gaither. 

Historically noteworthy for its association with the Dorsey-Clark
Gaither families of Howard County and architecturally significant as 
a fine example of "vernacular" style architecture, Edgewood Farm should 
be considered for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places 
and the State Critical Areas Program. 

Such a step would help insure its continued preservation and the 
integrity of its present site, located on the northeast corner of 
Route 108 and Homewood Road. Its excellent stone barn should also be 
included on any such recommendation. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

H0-476 
District 3 

HONard County Land Records 

CONTINUE ON SE~.ARATE SHEET If NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 92 acres 

Please see Attacl'vnent 1, Tax Map 29 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Please see HONard County Land Records, liber 295, folio J 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE Maryland COUNTY Howard 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Cleora Barnes Thompson,Archivist 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Office of Planning & Zoning-Comprehensive Planning Section 465-5000 x257 
STREET Iii NUMBER TELEPHONE 

3450 Cou~t House Drive 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Ellicott City Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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H0-476 
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