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HO-498
Rowles-Mccauley-Petrlik House and Store
5782 Main Street, Elkridge
Private

Description:
The Rowles-Mccauley-Petrlik House and Store is a two-story, four-bay by three-bay franc
structure with a concrete foundation, aluminum siding on the first story of the southeast
elevation, painted asphalt-shingle siding on the remaining elevations, and a hip roof with asphalt
shingles. There is a two-story, one-bay by two-bay frame ell on the northwest that also has a hip
roof, and a one-story, two-bay by two-bay frame addition on the northwest end of the ell.  It has
aluminum siding, a  hip roof with asphalt shingles, and a two-bay shed-roofed porch on the
northeast that is set on concrete piers.  There is also an enclosed, shed-roofed porch across the
northwest elevation of this addition.  The southeast elevation has a two-story flat-roofed porch.
The first story has a projecting wood-framed store front window.  The first story has a side-
passage, single-pile plan, with a two-room ell attached on the northwest.  The building had been
converted to apartments, with all new sash, and was in the process of being converted to
commercial use.  All of the lath and plaster and most of the window and door architrave had
been stripped from the building.  The passage front door has one light over one panel and
sidelights consisting of three colored lights (yellow, red and blue) and a transom with one large
red light over the door and two lights over each sidelight, with a yellow light above a blue one.
The original structure was constructed with guttered comer posts.  The second story has a large
landing in the west comer of the main block, with a passage to the northeast along the northwest
wall.  There are chambers in the east comer, the south comer, to the northeast, and one in the ell,
over the ell southeast room.

Significance:
The lot on which the Rowles-Mccauley-Petrlik House and Store is located has a long and
complicated history in Elkridge.  It was owned by John L. Moore and was described as a house
and lot in 1847.  In October,1849 it was purchased byclemons (aka Clement) Wams.  Cleora
Thompson, in her earlier inventory of the building, stated that a Miss Kyne, a relative of
Clemons Wams, reported that the Wams house burned down and was rebuilt.  After the death of
Clemons Wams his property was sold to James Rowles in 1868, for $700.  Rowles is described
in the 1850 census as a carpenter.  $700 was not a substantial sum for a property in town, so it is
believable that the buildings had been damaged or destroyed by fire.  Since Rowles had been a
master carpenter, he would be a likely candidate for building the new structure, whether for
himself or to set up his son in business.  In September,  1874 James Rowles and his wife Ann
sold the Elkridge store to Marshall Mccauley for $3,500.  Mccauley was listed in the 1870
census as a grocer and a dealer in general merchandise in Elkridge Landing in the 1870s.  At
some time between 1876 and 1896 he was assessed for new improvements worth $1,200.  This
was most likely the expansion of the house to the west.  Mccauley died in 1896 and his store
property was auctioned off and purchased by his son, Charles, who was clearly running the store.
Charles Mccauley sold the store in 1907 and the following year it came into the hands of Frank
and Theresa Petrlik.  He was a shoemaker and ran his own shop.
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1. Name of Pro (indicate preferred name)

historic                     Rowles-Mccauley-Petrlik House and store

2. Location
street and number     5782 Main street                                                                                                                         not for publication

city, town                      Elkridge                                                                                                                                                 vicinity

co u nty                       Howard

3.  Owner of property         (givenamesandmailingaddressesofallowners)

name                        5782 Main street LLC

streetand number    5741  Main street                                                                                        telephone        410-796-8130

city, town                    Elkridge                                                              state       MD                    zip code           21075-5019

4. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.    Howard county courthouse                         liber    15988folio  412

®

®

city, town                     Ellicott city                             tax map  38          tax parcel     589                     tax lD number

5. Primary Location of Additional Data
Contributing  Resource in  National  Register District
Contributing  Resource in  Local  Historic District
Determined Eligible for the National  Register/Maryland  Register
Determined  Ineligible for the National  Register/Maryland  Register
Recorded by HABS/HAER
Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT
Other:

6. Classification

Category                 Ownership          Current Function                                                       Resource count

i:lsi:::ntg,s)      i:::::e
structu re                           both

agriculture                             landscape                         Contributi ng             Noncontributing
commerce/trade                recreation/culture                 3
defense               _religion
domestic                               social                                          0
education              _transportation
funerary                                work in progress

buildings

0               sites
0              structures

Objects
0               Tota I

govern ment                         unknown
health care            ±vacant/not in use        Number of contributing Resources
industry                                other:                                previously listed in the Inventory

3



7.  Description                                                                                                                 Inventory No. Ho-498

a Condition

excellent                  deteriorated

JX_ good                          ruins
fair                              altered

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it
exists today.

Summary:
The Rowles-Mccauley-Petrlik House and Store is a two-story, four-bay by three-bay frame structure
with a concrete foundation, aluminum siding on the first story of the southeast elevation, painted
asphalt-shingle siding on the remaining elevations, and a hip roof with asphalt shingles. There is a two-
story, one-bay by two-bay frame ell on the northwest that also has a hip roof, and a one-story, two-bay
by two-bay frame addition on the northwest end of the ell.  It has aluminum siding, a  hip roof with
asphalt shingles, and a two-bay shed-roofed porch on the northeast that is set on concrete piers.  There is
also an enclosed, shed-roofed porch across the northwest elevation of this addition.  The southeast
elevation has a two-story flat-roofed porch.  The first story has a projecting wood-framed store front
window.  The first story has a side-passage, single-pile plan, with a two-room ell attached on the
northwest.  The building had been converted to apartments, with all new sash, and was in the process of
being converted to commercial use.  All of the lath and plaster and most of the window and door

®         ¥v:e:r|Li:i¥::h:arnds±s:ien%S;r:LL:g%e::e:crv::Ere::d:i:§uLfd::LL{ng8i:::w#e:dsi#::n:tha:n°ad:r:::as::b:I::L€:tt:°oV:eie|°£;I:L¥iL|L#t
structure was constructed with guttered comer posts.  The second story has a large landing in the west
comer of the main block, with a passage to the northeast along the northwest wall.  There are chambers
in the east comer, the south comer, to the northeast, and one in the ell, over the ell southeast room.

®

Description:
The Rowles-Mccauley-Petrlik House and Store is located at 5782 Main Street in Elkridge, in
northeastern Howard County, Maryland.  The building is located on the northwest side of Main Street,
on the northeast side of Railroad Avenue, is set close to both streets, and faces southeast toward Main
Street.

Exterior
The Rowles-Mccauley-Petrlik House and Store is a two-story, four-bay by three-bay frame structure
with a concrete foundation, aluminum siding on the first story of the southeast elevation, painted
asphalt-shingle siding on the remaining elevations, and a hip roof with asphalt shingles. There is a two-
story, one-bay by two-bay frame ell on the northwest that also has a hip roof, and a one-story, two-bay
by two-bay frame addition on the northwest end of the ell.  It has aluminum siding, a  hip roof with
asphalt shingles, and a two-bay shed-roofed porch on the northeast that is set on concrete piers.  There is
also an enclosed, shed-roofed porch across the northwest elevation of this addition.

The southeast elevation has a concrete porch deck with four steps, and a two-story flat-roofed porch
with three wood posts on each story.  The second story has railings with modem square vertical deck
balusters.  The first story has a six-over-one double hung sash in the south bay and a doorway with a
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wood door that has one light over one panel in the south-center bay.  There are sidelights with three
lights over one bolection-moulded panel, and a transom with one large light in the center, flanked by
two small lights at each end.  The east-center bay has a projecting wood-framed store front window with
two flat, sunken, lying panels below one large fixed light, with a two-light transom above.  The side
projections of the store front each have one panel, one tall light, and a one-light transom.  The east bay
has a door with one light over two bolection-moulded panels, with a one-light transom.  The second
story has a wood door in the south bay with four lights over two fielded panels, and it has a mortise lock.
The remaining three bays each have a six-over-one sash with plain head-cut trim.

The northeast elevation of the main block has a doorway in the center of the first story that has a modem
full-view leaded-glass door with a matching sidelight on the north side of the doorway only.  There is a
shed-roofed porch over the door, supported by plain angled brackets, and a handicap ramp in front.  The
end bays each have a six-over-one sash with plain head-cut trim on both stories.  There is no opening in
the center bay of the second story.  The eaves have a deep overhang.

The northeast elevation of the ell has a six-over-one sash with plain head-cut trim on both the first and
second stories.  The northeast elevation of the addition has a modem door near the center, with a leaded
glass light over two panels, and another door at the north end, in what is the enclosed porch on the
northwest end of the addition.

The northwest elevation of the addition is the enclosed porch, with two two-light modem sash and metal
awnings.  The second story of the ell has two six-over-one sash with plain head-cut trim.  To the west of
the ell is the southwest enclosed porch.  On the northwest end of this porch the first story has a six-over-
one sash with plain head-cut trim.  The second story has new vinyl siding with a one-over-one sash.  The
roof has been altered to a shed roof that slopes down to the southwest, with the northeast end lapping
over top of the roof of the ell.

The southwest elevation of the northwest enclosed porch has a modem two-light sash and metal awning.
The addition has a six-over-one sash with plain head-cut trim.  The ell has a six-over-one sash with plain
head-cut trim on the first story and vinyl siding and a new one-over-one sash on the second story.  The
main block has ajog in the center, with the western half recessed back from the plane of the southern
half.  Each half has a six-over-one sash with plain head-cut trim on both the first and second stories.

Interior, first story
The first story has a side-passage, single-pile plan, with a two-room ell attached on the northwest.  The
building had been converted to apartments, with all new sash, and was in the process of being converted
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to commercial use.  All of the lath and plaster and most of the window and door architrave had been
stripped from the building.

The passage has random-width tongue-and-grooved pine flooring that ranges between 3 I/2 and 5 I/2
inches and runs northwest-southeast.  The front door has one light over one panel that has a sunken field
and a cavetto-and-ogee panel mould.  There is a mortise lock with a metal knob and long, plain plate
escutcheons common in the c.  1910s and '20s.  It is hung on butt hinges with ball finials.  There are
sidelights consisting of three colored lights (yellow, red and blue) above one panel with a sunken double
field and large, quirked ogee-and-bevel panel mould.  There is a transom with one large red light over
the door and two lights over each sidelight, with a yellow light above a blue one.  The doorway has plain
mitered trim with a quirked bead on the inner edge, and the doorway cuts through the original comer
post of the building.  The northeast wall has circular-sawn studs that are 4 inches wide by 3 inches deep,
and there was never a doorway from the passage to the front room.  The original joists overhead run
from the northeast exterior wall to the red light of the transom, with later j oists lapping them and
running to the southwest wall.  The southwest wall studs are 3 inches wide by 3 I/2 inches deep, are
circular-sawn, and are spaced 19 -21 inches on centers.  They are toenailed to the girt with cut nails.
The south comer post consists of a post that appears to be one piece, about 6 inches by 3 1/2, with a
typically-sized stud butted against it.  There are down-braces of the same size as the studs, toenailed to
the comer post with cut nails.  The girt is mortised and tenoned to the comer posts.  The northeast wall
has a header in the center of it that picks up the southwest ends of the joists, apparently to create a
stairwell for the first-period stair.  The stairwell apparently filled the width of the passage, leaving a
vestibule, or lobby-entry, at the bottom of the stairway.  The flooring here all dates to the southwestward
expansion.  The southwest wall jogs to the northeast about 2 feet.  There is a straight-run enclosed stair
along the southwest wall that narrows half way up because of the jog.  It has a doorway at the southeast
end.  Northeast of the stairway is a brick chimney with a stove-pipe hole and terra cotta thimble on the
southeast face and a bricked-in clean-out below.  There was a wall at this location that closed off the
front passage from the rear, and this wall was angled.  The northwest face of the chimney has a terra
cotta thimble set higher than that on the southeast.  The mortar between the bricks is integral with that
around the thimble, indicating that this is original to the chimney construction.  The northeast wall jogs
to the northeast at this location by over three feet, creating a wider rear passage, and there is a doorway
in the northeast wall near this jog.  There is a second header, in line with the first one to the southeast,
apparently for a second stairwell in the original west comer of the building; this was likely a winder
stair.  The southwest side of the header has a ledger board nailed to it to carry the joists for the southwest
expansion.  This ledger is fastened with cut nails that have a raised square head augmentation.  There is
a stairway to the cellar under the existing stair.  In the west comer of the passage are three holes for
pipes, a small waste pipe in the center with holes for supply lines to each side.  There are no clear
partitions on the floor here, and there are numerous cut nails driven at an angle in the floor, apparently
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for blind-nailed flooring laid over the existing flooring, which in turn dates to the westward expansion of
the building.  The flooring on the second floor above these holes has been replaced and patched.  The
northwest wall had a window set to the west, but this has been opened up for a wide doorway.  There
was a porch to the northwest of this doorway, but it has recently been enclosed.  The original western
comer post was hacked back when the house was expanded.  A doorway was added early on, setjust
southwest of the northeast wall.  This doorway would have been blocked by the northwestern-most
stairway, and was probably put in when the rear addition was made and the stairway removed.  There is
knob-and-tube wiring in the ceiling.

The northeast room has plywood on the floor.  The southeast wall has a projecting store front window
that is missing its wooden floor, which sloped down to the southeast, leaving dirt exposed in the floor
now.  The window is constructed with wire nails and is built up against the existing porch ceiling
boards, which are painted dark green.  The wall studs have been cut through at the top of the window.
To the east of it is a doorway into the store, with one light over two panels with sunken fields and large
quirked ogee-and-bevel panel moulds.  There is a plain cast iron rim lock with mineral knobs.  One butt
hinge has five knuckles and the other has two.  There is plain mitered trim with a quirked bead on the
inner edge.  The comer down-brace to the east of the door is set high on the post and at a steep angle so
that the doorway would not cripple it.  The studs are a full two stories tall on the southeast.  The east
comer post is hewn and is guttered, being 4 I/2 inches deep in the northeast wall, with a 1 -inch deep
gutter, and 4 inches deep in the southeast wall, with a 4 %-inch deep gutter.  The northeast wall has a
modem doorway in the center that appears to replace a narrower doorway, though very little material
survives with which to interpret this feature.  There is a two-story post in the center of the wall that is a
hewn, reused timber.  The girts are toenailed to it, but are mortised and tenoned and pinned to the comer
posts.  The studs in this wall are one-story, with a tenon on the top into the girt.  They have a 3-inch face
and a 4-inch depth and are generally spaced 24 inches on center, though the window placement forces
some studs to be 18 inches on centers.  There is a window to each side of the door, and the openings
appear to be original.  The frames do not have boxes for sash weights.  There are down-braces that have
a 5-inch height and are 4 inches deep.  They are toenailed with cut nails to the comer post.  The center
post down-braces have a 3-inch height and a 3 3/4-inch depth.  The joists are notched on the bottom
where they sit on the girts.  The southeastern-mostjoist is mortised and tenoned and pirmed to the east
comer post inside of the studs, which may explain why there is such a deep cut to the gutter on the
southwest face of the comer post.  There is no evidence this room was ever subdivided.  The northwest
wall was opened up recently to create a side doorway into the addition.  There was a down-brace coming
from the second story and its placement suggests that there was probably no opening on this wall
originally, but too much material has been lost to be certain.  The north comer post is guttered exactly
like the east one.



Maryland Historical Trust
Ivlaryland Inventory of
Historic Properties Form

Name   Rowles-Mccauley-Petrlik House and store
Continuation Sheet

Number|  Page 4

Inventory No.   HO-498

The ell southeast room has plywood on the floor and has been subdivided by a new wall.  The studs are
3 inches by 4 inches and are tenoned on the top into the soffit of the girt.  The north comer post is 5
inches by 7 inches and is circular-sawn.  The down-braces have a 3-inch face and a 4-inch depth and are
toenailed to the post with cut nails.  The window on the northeast appears to be an original opening and
the jambs have pulleys for sash weights.  The northeast wall captures siding on the northwest wall of the
main block where it abuts it.  The siding has a rabbet on the bottom of the back side to lap the board
below it.  It is 1 -inch thick by 7 1/4 inches long, with a 6 I/2-inch weather.  The joist on the second story at
the southeast end also captures siding.  The southwest wall has a doorway at the south comer that
appears to be original and must have given access to the side porch.  There is also a doorway at the west
comer that is added, and there is a stud that is crippled at an angle where a brace was removed to add the
door.  There is no evidence of a window on this wall.  The northwest wall has a down-brace to the west
that is cut through by the doorway into the ell northwest room.  There were apparently no openings in
this wall originally.  The flooring andjoists are cut out in the north comer for a stairway, and there is no
header.  There are blocks that survive that were under the joists, and they have cut nails that have a
raised, round center head augmentation.  The second-storyjoists are doubled-up.  One set are 8 inches
deep and are set on 1-inch blocks on top of the girts.  Thesejoists carry the flooring above.  The other
set of joists are placed next to the first ones, are 4 inches deep, and are set directly on the girts.  They are
nailed to the side of the floorjoists and cany the first-story ceiling lath.  The northeast wall has no
comer post in the east comer.  Instead, the girt is lapped and nailed to the side of a stud in the main
block.  The northwest wall has a dragon piece at the west comer, with outriggers on the west half of this
wall for a hip roof, indicating that this was originally a one-story addition.

The ell northwest room floor level is several inches lower than that of the ell southeast room.  There is
linoleum on top of 2 1/2-inch flooring that runs northwest-southeast, and this is laid on top of 3 to 3 I/2-
inch flooring that also runs northwest-southeast.  There is a stair to the cellar in the east comer, and a
brick stove chimney on the northeast wall, with a stove pipe hole.  The studs are 3 by 4 inches and are
toenailed at the top with cut nails, some of which have head augmentation with round centers.  There is
a hip roof with wood shingles.  The rafters are set on top of the joists.  The comer posts are single studs,
with down-braces of the same material nailed to them, and pieces of studs nailed to the posts as nailers
for plaster lath.  The northeast wall has a new door in an original window opening.  The southwest wall
has a door opening set to the south, with no header, and it appears to be added, but was then closed off
and covered over at an early date.  There is a window opening in the center of the wall that appears to be
original, and it does not have boxes for sash weights.  The interior face of the siding, against the studs, is
flush and appears to be German siding.  The northwest wall has a doorway set to the west, with a
window opening set to the north; both are original.  The southeast wall captures siding on the northwest
side of the ell southeast room, indicating that it must have been added after the ell southeast room was
raised to two stories.  This siding is 1 inch thick, has a weather from 4 I/2 to 7 I/2 inches, and has a rabbet
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on the bottom of the back side.  It is face-nailed at the bottom with cut nails and appears to have a dark
broun paint.

There is an enclosed shed-roof porch on the northwest, with bead-board siding on the interior.  The
rafters are nailed to a fascia board that is painted a medium blue.  The siding on the northwest wall of
the ell (the southeast side of the porch) is German siding painted an olive green.

There is an enclosed porch on the southwest side of the ell southeast room.  It has a plate that appears to
be a re-used chamfered post.  The porch captures siding on the northwest wall of the main block, at the
west end, that appears to have a 5-inch weather and is lapped at the bottom.  It is fastened with cut nails,
was painted white, then pale blue, and finally a dark olive green.  The siding is now very broken up.

Interior, second story
The second story has a large landing in the west comer of the main block, with a passage to the
northeast along the northwest wall.  There are chambers in the east comer, the south comer, to the
northeast, and one in the ell, over the ell southeast room.  There is a newly enclosed porch in the western
re-entrant angle fomed by the main block and ell.

The landing has random-width flooring that is tongue-and-grooved, is blind-nailed, and varies between 3
and 6 inches wide.  It runs northwest-southeast, has been painted several times, and is patched on the
northwest end.  There appear to be ghosts of two studs that closed off part of the northwest end in some
way, but this evidence is incomplete.  The top of the stairs had balusters on the northeast side, and the
floor boards have square mortises for the bottom end of them.  The window on the southwest appears to
be an original opening and has no boxes for sash weights.  The northwest wall window opening also
appears to be original.  This wall is framed with reused timber, with abandoned mortises that are
labelled with Roman numerals.  The post east of the original comer post has X//// (18), X/ //// (19), and
* (20).  The window header has  */ (21) and * // (22).  The original comer post has been hacked back
to be flush with the wall.  The northeast wall is added and has a re-used timber for the sill that is labelled
iY/ (26), `X/// (27), and Y//, with the remainder of this number now cut off.  The plate on top of the
studs in this northeast wall has lath and plaster sandwiched above it, beneath the attic joists.  There is a
doorway at the southeast end of the northeast wall, leading to the northeast chamber.  At the southeast
end of the landing is an angled wall next to the chimney, with a doorway into the south chamber.  The
joists above extend from the northeast exterior wall to southwest of the original comer post by
approximately 2 feet, and are cut down on the end of the upper face.  There are extrajoists scabbed onto
these joist ends, and they extend to the southwest wall.  The rafters sit on top of the joists.  The
construction is consistent with that of the first-story passage.  At the southwest wall, near the west
comer, the roof has been cut out for a vent stack.
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The north and east comer chanbers are divided by a frame wall with a doorway in it, and by a brick
chimney that sat on the floor over a square hole in the floor but has been removed.  The joist to the
southeast of the hole is cut back to provide better access to the hole and the chimney above it.  Just
northeast of the hole is an iron tie rod that passes down through the joist and up through a rafter, to
support the floor.  Southwest of the hole was a closet that was accessed from the northeast chamber.
Northwest of the hole, in the northeast chamber, is a hole in the floor, presumably for a heating vent.
The southwest wall of the east comer room is added later, with lath and plaster between the top of the
wall and the attic joists.  Thus, the east comer chamber was originally opened up to the space over the
vestibule.  The southeast and northeast window openings are original.  The east comer post is not
guttered at the floor level, where the girts are attached.

The south comer chamber was originally part of the east comer chamber but was created as a separate
room when the house was expanded to the southwest.  The original south comer post was guttered, but
was hacked back flush with the wall, presumably when the expansion was made.  On the northwest is a
brick chimney with a stove pipe thimble, and a patch in the floor to the southeast of it with a partial
circular cut-out that looks like a heating vent was here toerhaps before the stove was added).  To the
northeast of the chimney is an angled wall with a doorway from the landing.  The wall running
northwest-southeast in the middle of the building has some studs that are toenailed to ajoist above, some
that are nailed to a piece of flooring that is nailed across two joists, and some studs the head of which are
sandwiched between two pieces of flooring nailed across two joists.

There is a partition wall running northeast-southwest at the northwest end of the north comer chamber,
creating a passage along the back of the main block.  The studs in this wall are toenailed to the floor, and
at the top there is a furring strip running across the studs from northeast to southwest, between two joists
and parallel with them.  The furring strip is fastened to pieces of re-used bead-board that is toenailed
between the flanking joists.  There is a doorway in this wall that is original to the wall, with no plaster
burns on the studs flanking the doorway opening.  The northwest wall of the main block forms the other
wall of this passage and has two doorways added into it, with no evidence that there was ever a window
in this wall.

The roof framing is exposed and there is no clear evidence that the attic space was ever accessible.  The
original hip framing survives, with a northwest-southeast ridge.  It has 3 by 4 rafters with wide board
sheathing that has gaps between the boards, and with wood shingles.  On the southwest side of the roof
short rafters were added to raise the roof to a higher ridge, with wide board sheathing and wood shingles
added.  Only some of the shorter original rafters on the southwest side of the roof, those toward the
south and west comers, were removed.  The original attic joists had an irregular spacing, in order to get
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a joist under the northwest and southeast rafter couples that are at the end of the ridge and that take the
hip rafters.  The southwest ends of the original joists are cut down on the top face, where they probably
supported an intemal gutter.

The northwest ell addition is built up against the siding of the main block and has random-width flooring
that runs northeast-southwest. This is one room, with no evidence that there was ever any partitions in it.
The north comer is cut out for a stairway.  The walls have many crippled studs within them, with 3 by 4
horizontals stuck in to head them off; this may be re-used material, or could be very shoddy
construction.  The existing window openings are original.  The only braces are one 1 by 3 in the
northeast wall, at the north comer, which is let into the outer faces of the studs.  The hip roof has painted
boards for sheathing that appears to be re-used siding, and has wood shingles.  There is no joist under
the hip ridge rafters to act as a tie beam, just short pieces at each eave, though there is ajoist near it that
has no rafters sitting on it.  This configuration preserves the equal spacing of the joists, even though the
rafters are not evenly spaced here.

The recently-enclosed southwest porch captures the wood cornice on the ell and the rear of the main
block, which has an ovolo above a cavetto.  The soffit has a piece of round metal downspout passing
through it, presumably for an intemal gutter.

Garage
In the north comer of the lot is a one-story, two-bay by one-bay garage of rock-faced concrete block
with rusticated quoins and Gibbs surrounds.  It has a hipped roof with asphalt shingles and roll roofing,
and has wide overhanging eaves with bead-board soffit.  The southwest elevation has two large door
openings now infilled with T1 -11  siding and a modem door.  The southeast elevation has a wood six-
over-six double-hung sash with a wood sill and a bullnose-moulded frame.  The wall is cracking apart to
the south of the frame and beneath the sill.  The northeast elevation has no openings.  The northwest
elevation has a window identical to that on the southeast.  The wall is not cracked, but the eave is rotted.

"Jail„ Building
The building referred to as the "Old Jail" is located in the west comer of the lot, along Railroad Avenue,
and faces southwest toward that road.  It is a 1  I/2-story, two-bay by one-bay frame structure with
German siding beneath wood shingles.  It is set on brick piers at the comers and has a gable roof with
asphalt shingles and a northwest-southeast ridge.  The enclosed eaves soffit follows the pitch of the
rafters.  The southwest elevation has a door with five lying panels and a mineral knob in the west bay,
and a new, two-over-two sash in an altered window opening in the south bay.  There are no openings on
the upper story.  The northwest elevation has no openings on the first story, but the gable end has a new
two-over-two sash in what could be a new opening.  The southeast elevation is identical to the
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northwest.  The northeast elevation has a shed-roofed bump-out in the center, supported by new wood
posts.  It has wood shingle siding over top of homasote and is constructed of new dimensional lumber.
There is a new two-over-two sash in the bump-out, and no openings on the upper story.
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Summary: 

The lot on which the Rowles-McCauley-Petrlik House and Store is located has a long and complicated 
history in Elkridge. It was owned by John L. Moore and was described as a house and lot in 184 7. In 
October, 1849 it was purchased by Clemons (aka Clement) Warns. Cleora Thompson, in her earlier 
inventory of the building, stated that a Miss Kyne, a relative of Clemons Warns, reported that the Warns 
house burned down and was rebuilt. After the death of Clemons Warns his property was sold to James 
Rowles in 1868, for $700. Rowles is described in the 1850 census as a carpenter. $700 was not a 
substantial sum for a property in town, so it is believable that the buildings had been damaged or 
destroyed by fire. Since Rowles had been a master carpenter, he would be a likely candidate for 
building the new structure, whether for himself or to set up his son in business. In September, 1874 
James Rowles and his wife Ann sold the Elkridge store to Marshall McCauley for $3,500. McCauley 
was listed in the 1870 census as a grocer and a dealer in general merchandise in Elkridge Landing in the 
1870s. At some time between 1876 and 1896 he was assessed for new improvements worth $1,200. 
This was most likely the expansion of the house to the west. McCauley died in 1896 and his store 
property was auctioned off and purchased by his son, Charles, who was clearly running the store. 
Charles McCauley sold the store in 1907 and the following year it came into the hands of Frank and 
Theresa Petrlik. He was a shoemaker and ran his own shop. 

Significance: 
The lot on which the Rowles-McCauley-Petrlik House and Store is located has a long and complicated 
history in Elkridge. It was owned by John L. Moore and was described as a house and lot, located 
between the lots of John McCrone and Patrick Kyne, when a Bond of Conveyance was entered into by 
Moore in 184 7. Moore transferred the property for $1,500 to Jonathon Connor, who in 1849 was fined 
$50 for "keeping a disorderly house" and an additional $30 for "selling liquor on Sunday." Connor 

apparently did not pay Moore, and Moore's administrator, Otho Belt, received a judgement against 
Connor and held a public sale of the property in October 1849. Neither the court case nor a sale ad has 
been located to further clarify the history of the property, but it was purchased by Clemons (aka 
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Clement) Warns for $520.  Wams was listed in the 1850 census as a shoemaker and a native of
Gemany.  His wife, Margaret, was also a native of Germany, but their son, Frank, had been born in
Maryland.  Warns had three shoemakers living with him, and presumably working for him.  Ten years
later the Warns had a daughter living with them, along with their son and one of the three shoemakers,
Peter Gaffney (though his occupation was not given).  Warns entered the Maryland State Agricultural
Society exhibitions throughout the 1850s and won several prizes for bees, poultry and a colt.  The 1860
Martenet A4lc}p a/ZJoi4;crrcz Coz/72ty shows his boot and shoe manufactory next to the late Patrick Kyne' s
store, now operated by his widow.  Cleora Thompson, in her earlier inventory of the building, stated that
a Miss Kyne, a relative of Clemons Warns, reported that the Warns house burned down and was rebuilt.
No independent conflrmation of this claim could be found, but a correspondent in 1878, in discussing a
fire that destroyed three houses on the turnpike in Elkridge, noted that "this is the first fire that has
destroyed a dwelling at this place for fifteen years."  If their memory was accurate, then a fire at the
Warns house would have occurred prior to 1863.1

After the death of clemons Warns his property was sold to James Rowles in 1868, for $700.  Rowles is
described in the 1850 census as a carpenter with real estate worth $5,000 and in the 1860 census as a
master carpenter with real estate at the same valuation.  In that year he was living at the edge of town,
near St Augustine Church, on what appears to have been a farm. This farm may have been an upgrade
from the 123-acre fami near "Belmont" that he advertised for sale in 1850.  In the 1870 census,
however, he is listed as a 55-year-old retired merchant, and presumably he had changed careers prior to
retirement.  The Howard County transfer books for 1870 credit him with an additional assessment of
house and stock valued at $2,000.  This is not listed as a transfer from Wams.  Rowles' son, George,
was running a grocery business at that time.  All of this information raises as many questions as it
answers.  $700 was not a substantial suln for a property in town, so it is believable that the buildings had
been damaged or destroyed by flre.  Since Rowles had been a master carpenter, he would be a likely
candidate for building the new structure, whether for himself or to set up his son in business.  We cannot
be certain that James and/or George Rowles had a business at this location, since the entirety of James
Rowles' real estate holdings is not known, but the records seem to suggest as much.  The fact that the
assessment of the house and stock was new suggests that the building was only a few years old, and
given the sales price of only $700, it would seem that Rowles built the store.2

]Howard County Land Records, JLM 6-524.  Bcz//z.7#ore S"#, 2 April 1849, p.1.  Howard County Commissioners, Transfer

Book,  1841-51, Maryland State Archives.   Bcr/fz.more j4merJ.ccr# cJ#c7 Commercj.cz/ Dcz7./y ,4c7ve7./z.se7', October 23,1851, p. 3.
Bcr//z.more Sa£#, October 24,1856, p.1.   Bcz/fz.more Sz4#, October 24,1857    p.I.   Simon J. Martenet, A4l¢7`/e#e/'s A4lczp o/
ffowcr;~d Co##fy,  A4lcrry/cz#d (Baltimore,1860).  Cleora Bames Thompson, "Mccauley House" (HO-498), A4lcrry/cr#c7 /#ve#/ory

Of Historic Properties, Maryland Historieal Trust,1979.  Ellicott City (Marylandy Times, 25 May \878, p. 2.

2 Ma;rtenct, Map Of Howard County,1860.  Baltimore American and Commercial Daily Advertiser, 28 M:a.rch \850, p. 8.  U.

S. Bureau of the Census, Howard District, Anne Arundel County, Maryland,1850.  U. S. Bureau of the Census, District 1,
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In April, 1872 a black youth by the name of Bames, who worked for James Rowles, shot himself,
though whether on purpose or by accident was not detemined.  This probably occurred at James Rowles
farm property and not the store property, though this, too, is uncertain.  Regardless, in September 1874
James Rowles and his wife Ann sold the Elkridge store to Marshall Mccauley for $3,500.  Mccauley,
the son of Joshua and Cordelia Mccauley, was living on Furnace Avenue in 1860, according to the
Martenet Map, and the census from that year lists his occupation as a nailer; presumably, he was
working at Elkridge Furnace manufacturing nails.  He was living next to Thomas Mccauley, who must
have been related somehow and who had owned property on Furnace Avenue in 1836 but lost it in 1850.
Thomas Mccauley re-acquired it in 1864 and sold it to Marshall in 1871.  Marshall Mccauley was listed
in the 1870 census as a grocer and perhaps was operating out of Furnace Avenue even before he had
acquired the property.  This was a duplex house, and no doubt the purpose-built store on Main Street
was a better fit and location, so when it became available he purchased it.  In 1875 he sold his Furnace
Avenue property.  Mccauley was listed as a dealer in general merchandise in Elkridge Landing in the
1871, 1878, and 1887 Maryland business directories, and was again listed as a grocer in the 1880
census.  The 1877 Atlas shows him at this location and also lists him as a general merchant.  The tax
assessment books for 1876 list him with improvements valued at $2,500 and merchandise worth $700.
He also had a house and lot worth $ 1,000, though where this was is uncertain.  At some time between
1876 and 1896 he was assessed for new improvements worth $1,200.  This was most likely the
expansion of the house to the west, and could have included an addition on the rear, as well.
Unfortunately, the assessor did not date this entry.  Mccauley was still in business in 1894, when
burglars broke into his store.  They were scared off by a neighbor, who fired a pistol in their direction.
Mccauley died in 1896 at the age of 62, and his store property was auctioned off and purchased by his
son, Charles, who was clearly running the store by 1896, if not sooner.  Charles Mccauley sold the store
in 1907 and the following year it came into the hands of Frank and Theresa Petrlik.3

®

Howard County, Maryland,  1860,  1870.  Howard County Commissioners, Transfer Book,  1870, Maryland State Archives.
What happened to George Rowles and his grocery business has not been determined.  In 1877 the German-language
Baltimore newspaper, Der De24/scfee Correspo#c7e#f, reported that a Geo. W. Rowles had been detained in Lancaster,
Permsylvania, by the private detective fimi of Smith & West for stealing two horses.  On the same day, the E//7.cof/ Cj.fy
rz.meg reported the detained man's name as George Rowe.  The horses were the property of Jos. Isaac of Elkridge Landing
and S. D. Buck of Baltimore, and they were both apparently taken at Ilchester.  Rowles (or Rowe) was taken before a
Baltimore magistrate, but no subsequent reports could be located regarding this story and its denouement.  Bcr/fz.more Der
Dee{fscfee Correspo#de77/, 20 October 1877, p. 5.  I am indebted to Nicole Okuniek for translating this from the original
German.  I am indebted to Nicole Okuniek for translating this from the original German.  E//z.co/f Ctry /Mcvy/cr#dJ 7l.meg, 20
October  1877, p. 2.

3 Bcz/fz.more Der Dez!tscfee Correspo#c7e#/, 22 April 1872, p. 6.   I am indebted to Nicole Okuniek for translating this from the

original German.   James Rowles died in 1885.  Bcz//j.more Sz4#, 9 April  1885, p. 2.  http://www.findagrave.com.   Martenet,
A4lczp o/Howczrd Cocc#fy,1860.  U. S. Bureau of the Census, District 1, Howard County, Maryland,1860.  Ken Short,
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The form and evolution of the store building, as best as can be determined from the exposed framing, is
worth considering in some detail.  The traditional form for stores was a long rectangle with the entrance
in the center of a short end facing the street, shelves along both side walls and the rear wall, and a "U"-
shaped counter (or series of uncomected counters) set several feet in front of the shelves.  If there was
heat, it was typically a stove set into the "U", where the shopping public wandered.  There was also
typically a separate counting room to the rear of the store room.  This store follows some of these
traditions but departs from others notably.  As originally built ®robably c.  1868-70) there was
apparently a single, large room on the first floor, and this room was narrower to the rear than it was in
the front.  The existing front door in the east bay is located where the store entrance was from the
beginning; the framing and placement of the down-brace indicate that it was always in this position.
Thus, the public entered not into a "U", but in one comer of the retail space.  One would expect a
store front window next to this doorway, but the surviving fragments of studs suggest by their regular
placement that it was not a store front the size of the rest of the windows.  The studs for all of the regular
windows were spaced wider apart, to flank both sides of each opening.  If there was a store front on the
front of this building, it must have been wide and the studs must have been cut off from the beginning.
There was also an exterior door, and two regular windows, on the northeast side of the store.  It seems
unlikely that this was an alternate entrance for the public, so perhaps this was the exterior entrance for
the storekeeper.  In any case, there could have been few shelves along the northeast side wall because of
all of the openings.  There was no door or window on the rear wall, so this probably held shelves, and
the same was likely true of the southwest wall, which did have a doorway.  This wall always had ajog in
it, created by the function of the northwest end of the building (discussed below), and this would have
affected the fomi of the shelves.  Given the location of the chimney stack on the second story and the
hole in the floor for a stovepipe, there must have been a stove in the center of the store.  The chimney
started at the second story, and the weight was supported by an iron rod connected from the joist closest
to the chimney stack, up to the attic rafter directly above.  The counters were probably a modified "U",
rurming the whole length along the southwest and northwest walls, and half way along the northeast
wall.  There was apparently no counting room, though space on the second floor could have functioned
for this.

The southeastern front of the building had a second door, in the south bay, that opened into a lobby with
a stairway to the second story.  The header that created the stairwell still survives in the floor framing.

"Mccauley-Hobbs Tenant House," (HO-974) A4lcvy/cz#d /we#fory o/Hz.s/orz.c Prayer/;.es, Maryland Historical Trust, 2010.

U. S. Bureau of the Census, District I, Howard County, Maryland,1870,1880.   G. M. Hopkins, 4//czs o/fJowcr7`d Coe4#ty,
A4czry/c7#d (Philadelphia,1878).   Howard County Commissioners of the Tax, Assessment, District 1,1876-96, Maryland State
Archives.  E//z.cof/ Cz.ty rMczry/cz#d/  rz.meg, 22 September  1894, p. 3.   Bcr/f7.7#ore S#77, 4 May  1896, p. 7.   Howard County
Commissioners of the Tax, Assessment, District 1,1896-1910, Maryland State Archives.
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There was no access from this lobby to the store.  There was also a passage and apparently a second
stairway to the rear of the front lobby and stairs, but there was no communication from the front to the
rear.  The header for this second stairwell also survives in the floor framing and is shorter than that used
for the front stair.  The rear stair may have been a winder to the second story, or had a landing and
turned back on itself, and was apparently intended for the storekeeper to get from the dwelling on the
second story to the store, behind the counter, on the first story.  The second story apparently was only
two large rooms.  The one to the front included the space over the lobby, giving the room an "L"
footprint, and there is no evidence that the small area over the lobby was divided off from the rest of the
room.  This room was only accessible from the rear room, which had a doorway off of the rear passage,
right at the head of the front stairway.  The rear room had a hole cut in the floor to allow heat to rise
from the store stove below, which suggests that this room was not the kitchen.  Logically, then, the front
room must have had a cook stove in it, and functioned as a kitchen (unless the hole in the floor was cut
through later).  This would leave the rear room as sleeping quarters for the family, even though one had
to pass through the rear room to get to the kitchen.  There is also the possibility that there was a kitchen
in the basement, if the building had one, but as will be seen below, any original basement has been
completely lost.  At this time, the building had a hip roof.  The framing of the original building includes
some re-used timber and has guttered comer posts, a feature that can be found throughout Howard
County at least up through the mid-1850s, but has only been seen in one instance that might possibly
date to the mid-1860s.  It is clear that these comer posts are not reused, since the guttering stops where
the girts are attached to the comer posts.  While the construction technique could argue that the building
is older than c.  1868-70, the use of guttered comer posts after c.  1820 has been little studied and it seems
more likely that this is a very late example of the technique.  The exterior was covered in weatherboards.

A series of changes was made to the building over the last 30 years of the nineteenth century.  Most
pronounced was the widening of the building by about four feet to the southwest and removing the
original southwest exterior wall.  The original stairway was also removed.  This enabled the lobby to be
more spacious, with a new doorway with colored glass sidelights and transom, two windows in the
lobby, and a doorway from it to the now-enlarged rear passage.  A new, wider stair was installed along
the southwest wall, and a second chimney stack, this one beginning in the basement, was added between
the stairway and the door to the rear passage.  The southwest wall has ajog in the center of it, making
the back half of the building about one foot narrower than the front half.  This little oddity is the result of
the lot line on the southwest, which was set at an angle because of a projected road which had not yet
been built.  On the second story the ell of the front room was now enlarged and was walled off to create
two rooms across the front.  The new chimney adjoining the new stairway was probably added primarily
to get heat to this new front room.  Most of the original roof was retained in place, with a new hip roof
added over the added southwestern section.  The original roof was simply extended up to a new, higher
ridge, in order that the hip was still centered over the building.
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Interpreting the function of the building is complicated because a one-story addition was also added to
the rear, and it is not clear whether this was added prior to widening the building, at the sanie time, or
shortly after.  The fact that this addition was no wider than the original building suggests that it probably
calne first, but this is not certain.  A doorway was cut through from the rear passage to the addition,
where the rear stair was, so this stairway probably had to be removed to get it in (unless there was a
landing under which the doorway could have been squeezed).  The stairwell was closed off withjoists
that were supported by a ledger board nailed to the side of the original header.  The nails used have a
square head augmentation.  The addition had a window on the northeast side and an exterior doorway on
the southwest side.  There was a stairway in the north comer, which likely replaced the rear stairway in
the main block, but as the construction details indicate, it was added later, not installed when the room
was built.  This addition also had a hip roof, as the abandoned outriggers and dragon pieces on the
northwest elevation show.  Most likely, this addition became a new kitchen, though it could also have
been a counting room.  Interpretation of many of these spaces is further complicated because most of the
original finishes are missing.  The ceiling of this room is of unusual construction, with doubled up joists.
One set carried the ceiling, while the other was deeper and set on blocks (getting it an inch above the
ceiling, so it would clear the lath and plaster of the ceiling).  This construction can be found in the best
houses in eighteenth-century Annapolis and was intended to protect omate plaster ceilings from
deflecting and cracking when the floor above was carrying heavy loads.  However, since the floor above
was not used, and the two sets of joists were nailed to each other (which would have transferred the
loads from the floor joists to the ceiling joists, rendering the doubled-up system ineffective), it seems
apparent that the original joists were undersized (they were never meant to carry any load) and new,
deeper, joists were added when the second story was added.  The heads of the nails used with these floor
joists differ from those used in the walls of the addition, having a round head augmentation, suggesting
two separate periods of construction.  The stairwell was most likely cut through and the stair added at
this time to get access to the new chamber.

The second story addition to the ell represents at the least a third period of construction.  The studs
include some short pieces which were jerry-rigged in the walls in a very un-craftsman-like way.  The
second story of the ell appears to have always beenjust one chamber.  The original hip roof survives,
and the wood shingles are likely original, too.  This addition seems to have led to further changes to the
main block.  The northwestern room in the main block was made smaller by creating a passage along the
northwest wall and a doorway was cut through from that passage to the new ell chamber.  Another one-
story addition was put on the northwest side of the ell, after the original ell was raised to two stories (the
addition captured siding on the second story).  This addition also retains its hip roof, and the wood
shingles on it are also likely original.  It is also built with cut nails and likely dates to the nineteenth
century, though there are occasional instances of them still being used in the first decade of the twentieth
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century.  The addition probably becane a new kitchen, or at least a summer kitchen or workspace for
very messyjobs.  The front porch was added to the store at an unknown date, but prior to 1915, and the
existing store front window was added after the porch was up.  Scratched onto the back side of the top
piece of siding on the northeast side of this western expansion is the name "W. H. Hastings."  W. H.
[Willian] Hastings is listed in the 1880 census as the 21-year-old son of house painter A. E. [Arthur
Edwin] Hastings, an English immigrant who became a naturalized citizen in 1879.  The father was living
in Elkridge, probably on Furnace Avenue, in 1870, and the son was still in the neighborhood in 1900,
working as a house painter himself.  While the 1880 census does not list an occupation for W. H., he
was almost certainly working for his father at that time.  The signature most likely was scribed on the
board after it had been nailed to the wall, since the name fits the space between two studs and mostly
fills the space.  Unfortunately, most of the siding, including the bottom portion of this piece, was
removed in this location as part of a recent attempt at renovation, so if there were any other names or
dates, they do not survive.  The inscription had to have been made during construction, prior to the
interior walls being lathed and plastered.  Most likely the Hastings had been hired to paint the exterior of
the building while interior work was still on-going.  Given William Hastings lengthy local career, this
inscription does not help in narrowing down a date for at least one portion of the sequence of changes to
the store building, though it helps provide some context to the history of the building.4

Frank and Theresa Petrlik were natives of Bohemia and they immigrated into the United States in 1902,
at the age of 18 and 16, respectively.  He was a shoemaker and ran his own shop. Presumably, he
purchased the Mccauley store expressly for his business, and if he was making his own shoes in the
front area, the store must have been altered significantly.  By the early twentieth century most shoes
were made in factories, not by hand, and presumably Pertlik had an exclusive clientele.  He may have
been selling ready-made shoes, as well.  In 1915 the State Roads Commission, which had taken over the
Baltimore and Washington Turnpike, was making improvements to the road, including constructing the
part of Route 1 that bypasses Main Street in Elkridge.  As part of the improvements, the commission
decided to open a road between Main Street and the new Route 1 , and they purchased the southwestern
part of the lot from the Petrliks for $900.  The plat shows the road going right through the store (which
contained a porch on the front), and a handwhtten amendment to the plat notes:  ". . . an agreement with
the State Rds Commission that they will move my dwelling."  The existing concrete foundation must
date to this move, and reportedly has the date "1915" scratched into the concrete.  In July,1916 Frank
Petrlik advertised for rent at Elkridge a "fine six room house, newly painted and papered; concrete
cellars, best location; 3 porches."  No doubt Petrlik had to move out of the house prior to it being moved
to the center of the lot and a new foundation built for it, and having moved the house and store, Petrlik
must have renovated it.  Once completed, it would seem that he chose to remain in his new home and
rent out the dwelling above of and behind the shop.  Based on the number of rooms, his business

4 U.  S. Bureau of the Census, District  1, Howard County, Maryland,1870,1880,1900.  Bar//z.more S#72, 20 August 1879, p. 4.
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probably remained in the old store space.  Whether he was successful in renting the house and how it
and the store room may have been used through most of the twentieth century is not known.  He must
also have been responsible for the construction of the concrete block garage on the rear of the lot, which
probably dates to c.1915-1930.  The other building on the rear of the lot probably dates to c.1880-1920.
As Kristin Hill noted in an earlier addendum to the historic sites inventory for this property, this building
is referred to by locals as the oldjail, but there is no documentary evidence to confirm this use.  There is
nothing to the structure that would be considered consistent with this function, though the actual use of
the building defies explanation at this time.  The 1915 plat of the property, prior to the move of the store,
records a small shed to the northeast of the store, in the general location of where the store now stands.
This building either had to be demolished or moved, and it seems likely that it was relocated to behind
the store, where there was no building.  It probably continued to function as a shed.  The Petrlik family
continued to own the property until 2001.  It was reportedly converted to apartments at some time, and
in 2014 was undergoing alterations when sold to the current owner.  The building was stripped down to
the studs in 2015 as part of a new conversion to a cafe and offices.5

5 U. S. Bureau of the Census, District 1, Howard County, Maryland U. S. Bureau of the Census, District 1, Howard County,

Maryland,1910,1920.  Howard County Land Records, WWLC 99-385.  Bcr//j."ore Sz£#, 27 July  1916, p.12, col. 7.
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10. Geographical Data

1 :24000

Verbal boundary description and justification

The boundaries consist of the outlines of the property, tax map 38, parcel 589, which encompasses all of the
historic buildings and features on the site.
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and  do  not constitute any infringement of individual property rights.
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Rowles-Mccauley-Petrlik Store (HO-498)

5782 Main St. Elkridge
CHAIN  OF TITLE

®

GRANTOR/HOME GRANTEE/HOME DATE
LIBER/FOLIO lNSTRU-MENT CONSIDER-ATION

ACREAGE NOTES

David P Maier, Sr. & Demise
5782 Main St. LLC / ? 19 December WAR 15,988- Deed-fee

$260,000 ? [Survey not attached]D. Maier / ? 2014 412 simple

Mary A. Petrlik / ? David P. Maier, Sr. & wf.
12 October 2001

MDR 5728- Deed-fee
Sloo,000 .2595 A

F.P. d. before T.P.T.P.d.1964.TitlevestedinArmaM.Petrlik,MaryA.

Demise D. / ? 169 simple Petrlik & Agnes de laForce.A.M.Pd.1983A.dlFd.19Aug.2000

Francis M. Miller & wf. Frank Petrlik & wf Theresa /
24 March 1908 WVIC 85- Deed-fee

$5.00 0-2-32 ARP

[FMM pres. of theParkBuilding&Loan

Emma C. / Balto. City ? 289 simple Assoc., Balto. -seeWWLC85-290].

Charles A. Mccauley & wf. Francis M. Miller & wf.
5 April  1907

WVELC 83- Deed-fee
$5.00 0-2-32 ARPHamah J. / Howard Erma C. / ? 531 simple

Daniel M. Mulray, trustee /
Charles A. Mccauley

6 August 1900 JHO 72-306 Deed-fee
$2,950 0-2-32 ARP

Wills JS 3-384, Ho
Balto. CltyWillofMarshall Mccauley

Elkridge Landing simple Co, 5 May 1896publicauction

1
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Rowles-Mccauley-Petrlik Store (HO-498)

5782 Main St. Elkridge
CHAIN OF TITLE

®

GRANTOR/HOME GRANTEE/HOME DATE
LIBER/FOLIO INSTRu-MENT CONSIDER-ATION

ACREAGE NOTES

James Rowles & wf. Ann R. / Marshall Mccauley, Howard 24 September
LJW 34-254 Deed-fee

$3,500 0-2-32 ARP
On norther margin of

Howard 1874 simple Washington Road2deeds

William W. Plummer
James Rowles 17 September

WWW 28-464 Deed-fee
$166.67 ?

See assigrment ofleasefromFislage to

& wf. Harriet L. / Howard 1868 simple Rowles, WWW 28-201,extinguishthegroundrent(2)

George Fislage, trustee, will ofClemensWams

James Rowles / Howard 18 March  1868 WWW28-201 Deed-
$700 ?

Fomerly theresidenceofClemensWams.OntheN.sideoftpk.bet.thelandofAnthonyMartinon

Margaret Wams, widowFrankWams,nephew Assigrment west & Mrs. KyneswidowofPatrickKyne,oneast.RunsbacktolandofJohnH.B.Latrobe(1)

Charles G. Haslup, Sheriff,HowardDist.,AA
Clemens Wams / Howard 6 November

EPH 9-379 Deed-Indenture $520 ?

Sept.1848 0tho Beltjudgement.JonathanCormor,lateofHowardDist.,for$700.Writissued5May1849,saleofland&buildingin

Otho Belt, admin. of John L.Moore/HowardDist.,AA Dist., AA 1849 village of ElkridgelandingtoConnor byMoore.BondofConveyance6Jam.1847,JLM6-524.OnNWsideoftpk.bet.lotsofJohnMccrone

2
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5782 Main St. Elkridge
CHAIN  OF TITLE

GRANTOR/HOME GRANTEE/HOME DATE
LIBER/FOLIO lNSTRU-MENT CONSIDER-ATION

ACREAGE NOTES

+

& Patrick Kyne$10/yrgroundrent toJamesHill.Publicsale130ct.1849[CtCasenotinHowardco.](1)

Joel Hopkins Harriet Plummer WillsFin2-99
Bequest (2)
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0     1     2    3    4    5                                 10 20 FEET

HO-498   McCAULEY HOUSE & STORE

NOTES:

A.   MODERN PORCH ENCLOSURE NOT SHOWN.
a.   MODERN  PORCH NOT SHOWN.
C.   HANDICAP  RAMP NOT SHOWN.

5782 MAIN STREET,  ELKRIDGE
SHEET 1  --FIRST FLOOR FRAMING  PLAN --MEASURED BY KEN SHORT, TAMMY FRANKS & STEVE  ROLLS --DRAWN  BY KEN SHORT --MAY 2015



0     1     2    3    4    5                                10 20 FEET

HO-498   McCAULEY HOUSE & STORE

NOTES:

A.   CEILING  BOARDS  IN  SITU -FRAMING  NOT EXPOSED.
a.   NEW HEADERS  NOT SHOWN.
C.   MODERN  PORCH ENCLOSURE NOT SHOWN.
D.   MODERN  PORCH NOT SHOWN.
E.   HOLE  IN FLOOR BELOW WHERE CHIMNEY STOOD.
F.   HOLE  IN FLOOR FOR HEATING GRATE?

5782 MAIN STREET,  ELKRIDGE
SHEET 2 --REFLECTED FIRST FLOOR CEILING  FRAMING  PLAN --MEASURED BY KEN SHORT & TAMMY FRANKS --DRAWN  BY KEN SHORT --APRIL 2015
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0     1     2    3    4    5                                 10 20 FEET

NOTES:

A.   MODERN  PORCH RAILINGS  NOT SHOWN.
a.   MODERN ADDITION  NOT SHOWN.
C.   HOLE  IN  FLOOR WHERE  BRICK CHIMNEY STOOD.
D.   HOLE IN FLOOR FOR HEATING GRATE?

®

HO-498   McCAULEY HOUSE & STORE   5782 MAIN STREET,  ELKRIDGE
SHEET 3 --SECOND FLOOR FRAMING  PLAN --MEASURED BY KEN  SHORT,  TAMMY FRANKS & STEVE  ROLLS --DRAWN  BY KEN SHORT --JUNE 2015
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0     1     2    3    4    5                                 10 20 FEET

NOTES:

A.   CEILING/SOFFIT COVERED  BY  BEAD  BOARD.
8.  LOCATION  OF  CHIMNEY AT CEILING  IS APPROXIMATE.
C.   CROSS-PIECES TO SECURE TOP OF WALL FASTENED
TO JOISTS WITH WIRE  NAILS.
D.   STUB JOISTS PICK UP  RAFTER FEET.

®

HO-498   McCAULEY HOUSE & STORE   5782 MAIN STREET,  ELKRIDGE
SHEET 4 --REFLECTED SECOND FLOOR CEILING  FRAMING  PLAN --MEASURED  BY KEN SHORT & STEVE  ROLLS --DRAWN  BY KEN  SHORT --APRIL 2015
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SECTION A -A'

0     1     2    3    4    5                                 10 20 FEET

®

SECTION  D -D'

NOTES:

A.   BOTTOMS OF  DOOR HEADERS COVERED  BY TRIM AND
NOT ACCESSIBLE.
8.   WINDOW SASH AND DOORS NOT SHOWN.
C.   RAFTERS NOT SHOWN.

HO-498   McCAULEY HOUSE & STORE   5782 MAIN STREET,  ELKRIDGE
SHEET 5 --MAIN  BLOCK SOUTHEAST & NORTHWEST FRAMING  ELEVATIONS --MEASURED BY KEN SHORT, TAMMY FRANKS,  & STEVE  ROLLS

DRAWN  BY KEN  SHORT --APRIL -MAY 2015
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SECTION 8 -8'

0     1     2    3    4    5                                 10 20 FEET

NOTES

A     CHIMNEY  NOT  SHOWN  FOR  CLARITY

8    STAIRS  NOT  SHOWN.    STAIR  WELL  CUT  THROUGH  LATER,

C    CELLAR  BULHEAD  DOORS  NOT  SHOWN

WINDOW  SASH  AND  DOORS  NOT  SHOWN

F{AFTERS  NOT  SHOWN

MODERN  PORCH  RAILINGS  NOT  SHOWN

HO-498   McCAULEY HOUSE & STORE   5782 MAIN STREET,  ELKRIDGE
SHEET 6 --NORTHEAST FRAMING  ELEVATION --MEASURED  BY KEN  SHORT,  TAMMY FRANKS,  & BETH  BURGESS --DRAWN  BY KEN SHORT --APRIL 2015
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0     1     2    3    4    5                                  10

SECTION C -C'

20 FEET

NOTES:

A.   STAIRS NOT SHOWN.
8.   ORIGINAL DOORWAY CLOSED OFF.
C.   MODERN PORCH RAILINGS NOT SHOWN.
D.   WINDOW SASH AND DOORS  NOT SHOWN.
E.   RAFTERS NOT SHOWN.

HO-498   McCAULEY HOUSE & STORE   5782 MAIN STREET,  ELKRIDGE
SHEET 7 --SOUTHWEST FRAMING  ELEVATION --MEASURED BY KEN SHORT & STEVE  ROLLS --DRAWN  BY KEN SHORT --MAY 2015
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SECTION  E -  E'

0     1     2    3    4    5                                 10 20 FEET

SECTION  F -F.

HO-498   McCAULEY HOUSE & STORE

®

SECTION G -G'

NOTES:

A.   NEWPOST.
a.   STAIRS NOT SHOWN.
C.   WINDOW SASH AND DOORS NOT SHOWN.
D.   RAFTERS NOT SHOWN.

5782 MAIN STREET,  ELKRIDGE
SHEET 8 --PARTITION WALL FRAMING  ELEVATION,  ELL NORTHWEST FRAMING ADDITION,  & ELL ADDITION  NORTHWEST FRAMING  ELEVATION

MEASURED BY KEN SHORT & STEVE  ROLLS --DRAWN  BY KEN SHORT --MAY,  JULY 2015
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HO-498
Rowles-Mccauley-Petrlik House and Store

5782 Main Street, Elkridge
Relay quad
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HO-498
Rowles-Mccauley-Petrlik House and Store

5782 Main Street, Elkridge
1915 plat, Howard County Land Records, WWLC 99-385.
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Photo Log
Nikon D-70 canera
Epson Ultra Premiuni Photo Paper Glossy
Epson Matte Black Ultrachrome ink cartridge

HO-498  2015-04-23   01
Southwe-st & southea?t elevations

HO-498  2015-04-23   02
Southea;t elevation, store front window

HO-498   2015-04-23   03
Northeas-t & northwe;t elevations

HO-498  2015-04-23   04
First story, front door, interior

HO-498  2015-04-23   05
First story stairs, w.-west

HO-498   2015-04-23   06
Fragmen-tsofwallpaperonplasterfound
around front door

HO-498   2015-04-23   07
First story, east comei framing

HO-498  2015-04-23   08
First story, original st-air header with 1
original joist and added joists

HO-498   2015-04-23   09
First story, interior of-store front with
original studs cut out

HO-498   2015-04-23   10
First story, original srding on northwest
elevation, captured by the ell addition

HO-498
Rowles-Mccauley-Petrlik Store & House

5782 Main Street, Elkridge
Howard County, Maryland

Ken Short, photographer

HO-498   2015-04-2311
Second story, ghost o-f wall and chimney,
iron support rod & heating vent hole in floor

HO-498   2015-04-23   12
Second story, detail of guttered comer post
in north comer, at floor

HO-498   2015-04-23   13
Second story, south cbmer framing

HO-498  2015-04-23   14
Roof frining with original hip on left &
raised hip on right, vw. from second story

HO-498   2015-04-23   15
Second story, cornice-& downspout for
internal gutter, captured above ceiling
franing of enclosed southwest porch

HO-498   2015-04-23   16
Iron female and gate to-southwest of house,
w. from southeast

HO-498   2015-04-23   17
Garage, southwest &-southeast elevations

HO-498   2015-04-23   18
"Jail", n;rthwest & sauthwest elevations

HO-498   2015-04-23   19
"Jail", sautheast & no-rtheast elevations



















































































HO-498,The McCauley House 
5782 Main St., Elkridge 
Surveyed by: Kristin Hill 
March 2003 

ADDENDUM 

Section 3. Owner of Property 

David and Denise Maier 
5782 Main Street 
Elkridge, MD 21075 

Section 4. Location of Legal Description 

Howard County Courthouse 
ElHcott City 
Liber 5728, Folio 169 
Tax Map 38, Parcel 589 

Section 5. Primary Location of Additional Data 

X Other Contributing property in the Elkridge Landing Historic Survey District, HO-784 

Section 7. Description 

Condition: Good 
Date: Built between 1860 and 1878 

This large and much expanded dwelling faces south on the northeast comer of 
Main Street and Railroad Ave. It is in fairly good condition but new owners are in the 
process of modernizing it. The original dwelling had a square massed plan but a series of 
additions have been made to the rear enlarging the building. The two story, four bay 
frame structure was originally two rooms deep with a hipped roof pierced by two interior 
brick chimneys. A two story, single pile frame addition was made to the rear of the 
building and a single story, single pile frame addition was added onto that. The entire 
roof is covered with asphalt shingles and the original hipped roof portion has a wide, 
though unadorned, eave overhang. 

The front (south) facade is four bays wide with a full fa9ade two story porch. On 
the first floor, a window is located in the left bay followed by the main entry door in the 
second bay. A transom and sidelights with multicolored glass panes adorn this opening. 
A large bay shop window with a flat paneled apron below occupies the next bay and 
another door, glazed and paneled with a clear single light transom, completes the first 
floor. On the second floor, a door onto the porch occupies the left bay with three 
windows completing the fa9ade. All of the ordinary windows are 1/1 vinyl replacements 
with snap-in six pane muntins in the top sash. The transoms, sidelights and large shop 
window are attractive artifacts of the Victorian era. The first story of the front fa9ade is 
clad in vinyl siding while the second story is covered with wood shingles like the rest of 



HO-498,The McCauley House 
5782 Main St., Elkridge 
Surveyed by: Kristin Hill 
March 2003 

ADDENDUM 

the main block. The full facade two story front porch has square wood supports that are 
currently wrapped in vinyl. The first story has no balustrade while the second story has a 
solid balustrade also clad in vinyl. The porch floor and steps ascending to it are poured in 
place concrete, supposedly dating to 1913 when the house was shifted to its present 
location to allow the construction of Railroad Avenue. The entire foundation and 
basement of the house was also constructed of concrete at this time. 

The original rear (north) facade of the house is concealed by later additions. The 
two story rear addition has two windows on the 2"*̂  story. A single story hip roofed 
addition located on the rear of the two story addition has an enclosed shed roofed porch 
off the rear of it and a screened in porch off the west side. All of the windows in the rear 
fa9ade are 1/1 vinyl replacements with snap in muntins in a 6/1 configuration. The single 
story additions are clad in vinyl siding while the two story addition is covered with wood 
shingles. 

The east fafade of the house has three windows across the second story, two in 
the original portion of the house and one in the two story addition. The first floor has a 
window, a door, and another window in the original portion of the house and a window in 
the two story rear addition. The wooden double doors are accessed by concrete steps and 
sheltered by a shed roofed hood. All of the windows are vinyl replacements with the 
same configuration noted on the front and rear facades. There are three windows to the 
basement located on this facade, two in the original portion of the house and one in the 
addition. Bulkhead basement access is also located in the two story rear addition. All of 
the basement windows are also vinyl. A shed roofed porch is located off the single story 
addition on this fa9ade. It shelters a window and a door and is supported by square wood 
posts with chamfered comers. A wooden balustrade with small square wood balusters 
runs around the wood floored porch supported on cement piers. The fa9ade beneath the 
porch is covered with vinyl siding and a small brick chimney rises out of the single story 
addition. 

The western fa9ade has two vertically aligned windows on the first and second 
stories of the original block and one window on the first and second stories in the two 
story addition. Two basement windows are also located on this fa9ade. Only the original 
block and the two story addition have a full basement, the rest of the rear additions have 
only a crawlspace. 

According to the current occupants of the building, a small story and a half frame 
structure located on the rear of the lot is the original Elkridge jail. It is unclear why this 
is the perception but additional research would certainly have to be done to substantiate 
this claim. The building faces west on the east side of Railroad Avenue north of its 
intersection with Main Street, is currently used for storage and is in failing condition. 
The frame structure is currently covered with wood shingles over clapboard siding while 
the side gabled roof is clad in asphalt shingles. The small structure is only two bays wide 
and one room deep. On the west (front) fa9ade the only entry door into the building is 
located in the left bay and a 1/1 sliding sash wood window is located in the right bay. 
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March 2003 

ADDENDUM 

The second story is covered with billboards and it is unclear if there are windows located 
beneath them. 

On the east (rear) facade there is a single story five foot by six foot bump out 
located in the center of the first story fa9ade. It has a shed roof and a window on its east 
side. This bump out sits on four wood posts and is raised off the ground about two feet. 
The main block of the building sits on brick piers. The north and south facades each have 
one window in the second story gable. 

Another outbuilding, a two car garage, is also located on the north east comer of 
the property. This structure has a hipped roof and a rusticated concrete block exterior. 
The car bay doors are located in the western fa9ade and 6/6 windows are located in the 
north and south facades. This would be considered a contributing outbuilding. Several 
feet remain of a decorative iron fence located at the SW comer of the property. This 
fence could easily date from the early 20'̂  century when the building was moved to its 
current location and it should be retained. 

This building is not shown on the 1860 Martenet map but does appear on the 1878 
Hopkins map, leading to the reasonable assumption that it was built during that 18 year 
period. The building is currently used for commercial purposes. 

Section 11. Form Prepared bv 

Kristin H. Hill, Architectural Historian 
Howard County Department of Planning and Zoning 
3430 Court House Drive 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 
410-313-4335 
Febmary 2003 



HO-498, McCauley House 
Elkridge, Howard County, MD 

USGS Topographic Quadrangle, Relay 
7.5 Minute Series, 1957 (PR 1966 and 1974) 



























HO-498 
The McCauley House 
Private 
Elkridge Circa 1868 

The McCauley House faces south on the northeast comer of Railroad Avenue and Main 
Street, Elkridge. It is a four bay wide, two bay deep, two story high, tent roofed, 
frame shingled house, with square brick chimneys, rising from the east and west sides 
of its roof, and a two story high, two bay deep, two bay wide, hip roofed, north appen
dage along the east side of its north wall; whose northwest corner has been filled in 
by another two story high addition. One further one story high, hipped roof, north 
appendage extends from its north wall. 

Probably constructed in 1868, when James Rowles acquired the Warms property, it 
was sold in 1874 to Marshall McCauley and noted on the 1878 Hopkin's Atlas as the 
McCauley House. 
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[DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

X-EXCELUNT _DETERIORATEC -UNALTERED -ORIGfNAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS iULTERED ^ L M O V E D DATE. 
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

HO-498 
D i s t . 1 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The McCauley House faces south on the northeast corner of Railroad 
Avenue and Main Street, Elkridge. It is a four bay wide, two bay deep, 
two story high^ tent roofed^ frame shingled house, with square brick 
chimneys, rising from the east and west sides of its roof, and a two 
story high, two bay deep, two bay wide, hip roofed north appendage along 
the east side of its north wall; whose northwest corner has been filled 
in by another two story high addition. One further one story high, 
hipped roof north appendage extends from its north wall. 

Three wide, poured-in-place, concrete steps, along the entire south 
elevation, lead to a concrete landing and the two south entrances.- That 
in the second west bay is surmounted by a one-light transom, flanked 
by two vertical side lights, whose rectangular entrance is also flanked 
by three vertical side lights; that in the east bay is a rectangular 
entrance, surmounted by a one light transom. These two entrances are 
divided by a one story high,store front-like,bay window with large 
picture window on the south. West of the second west bay entrance is 
placed a rectangular, double-hung window with six-over-six lights. 
The second floor on this elevation holds three similar windows. In 
addition,a four-light, second floor, rectangular entrance is located 
in the west bay and leads on to the second floor of a two story high, 
flat roofed, open porch, which runs along the entire south elevation, 
supported by five square wooden posts and two pilasters. 

The west elevation features a projecting bay on the south side, 
which holds a basement window and a first and second floor, vertically 
aligned and proportionally scaled window, similar to that in the 
west bay of the south wall; while the north bay has a similar treat
ment. Along the west wall of the first north addition was constructed 
a one story high porch (now enclosed) with six-over-six,north and 
west windows and a rectangular north entrance. A second floor,shed 
roofed,screened-in porch,was added and fills in this northwest corner 
of the building. Two second floor, six-over-six lights rest in the 
building's north wall. 

The east elevation features a central, doioble entrance door and 
stoop, composed of four,poured-in-place,concrete steps and landing, 
which is covered by a shed roofed hood. 

The east wall of the north addition holds a cellar door and 
window with a first and second floor, double-hung, vertically aligned 
window. 

Off the north wall of this north extension has been constructed 
a one story high, hipped roof,appendage with square,brick chimney 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Description HO-498 
Page 2 of 2 Dist. 1 

-2-

on its east wall and one story high,shed roofed appendage along its 
north wall,featuring two, two-light windows, covered by aluminum 
awnings on its north wall and a similar window on its west wall. An 
open porch and entrance takes up its northeast corner, while a single 
rectangular, first floor, double-hung, six-over-one light window 
is centered into its west wall. 

Note: According to Anna Petrlik, present owner, the house was located 
on land, now a part of Railroad Avenue, and in 1915 was moved 
east to its present location, to allow construction of the road. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The McCauley House is significant architecturally as one of two, tent roofed 
buildings in the Main Street, Elkridge area, (the other being HO-385, the Boyle 
House) , and historically as the house noted on the Hopkin's Atlas of 1878 as the 
McCauley House. The property once belonged to Janes Hill, v*io owned acreage on the 
north and south sides of Main Street. ,: 

In 1849, the property was put vp for sale by Sheriff Charles G, Haslup, who 
conveyed the deed to the property to Clerrons Warms on November 6, 1849. Clemons 
Warms made his hone in Elkridge, and under his will, left all his estate to his 
widcw, Margaret and George Fislage, trustee, v^o conveyed the hoijse and property 
to Janes Ravles on March 18, 1868 (28-201) , Three buildings are noted on the 1860 
-Martennet Map (See attachment 4) . According to Miss Kyne, a relative of Mr. 
Warms, his house burned down and was rebuilt, probably prior to 1868, when it was 
sold to Janes Rowles, or by Janes Roivles himself, who in 1874 sold the property 
to Marshall McCauley for $3500 (34-254) . It remained in the McCauley family until 
1907 and is noted on the Hopkin's Atlas of 1878 as the .'̂ fcCauley House. 

Sold in 1907 to Francis M. Miller (83-53) it was conveyed one year later to 
Frank and Theresa Petrlik, whose family remain the present owners of the building. 
In 1915, Railroad Avenue was cut through from ffein Street to U.S. Route #1. Ihe 
McCauley House was on the alignnent and at that time was moved east to its present 
location. A new cement cellar and foundation were constructed for its relocation 
and 1915, the date of the transfer of the building to its present location, inscribed 
on the cement. 

Of historic and architectural significance, the McCaiiLey House, in conjunction 
with the Main Street, Elkridge Area, shoiiLd be placed on the National Register of 
Historic Places, the State Critical Areas Program and any future local landmark 
ordinance. 
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