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The John Holland House 
Laurel 
Private circa 1841 

The John Holland House faces east on the west side of Washington Boulevard 0.4 miles 
north of Whiskey Bottom Road. It is a three bay wide, one room deep, two story high, 
gabled roof (running north-south) stone (covered with stucco) building, resting on a 
stone foundation, with brick chimneys inset into its north and west walls and a four 
bay wide, one room deep, two story high, shed roofed, brick (laid in English Garden 
Wall brick bond) west wing, creating an "L" plan. 

Fenestration for the house is vertically aligned, rectangular and double-hung, hold
ing six-over-six lights. The east and west rectangular entrances of the stone house 
are located in the building's south end bay, while the south rectangular e~trance for 
the brick section is located in the west end bay. 

An unusual placement of chimneys and floor plan are seen in the stone section which 
features a not unusual end bay staircase and hall, coupled with two one bay wide, one 
room deep rooms leading into one another, which feature original mantlepieces, lo
cated in the centre of the west and the north walls. 

Steeped in Howard County folklore which claims the building to have been constructed 
by the Snowden family in the eighteenth century, the building does stand on land once 
a part of a tract called "Snowden's New Birmingham Manor", which was deeded "with 
premises" to John Holland by the Savage Manufacturing Company in 1841. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The John Holland House faces east on the west side of Washington Boulevard, 0.4 
miles north of Whiskey Bottom Road, behind the Aerolab Building. It is a three bay 
wide, one room deep, two story high, gabled roof (running north-south) stone (covered 
with Stucco) building, resting on a stone foundation, with square brick chimney inset 
into its north wall and a tall, wide, brick chimney inset into the south side of its 
west wall. A four bay wide, one room deep, two story high, shed roofed brick (laid in 
English garden wall brick bond) west wing creates an "L" plan. It rests on a stone 
foundation and runs from the north side of the building's west wall, with wide brick 
chimney inset into its central interior dividing wall. 

Fenestration for the entire house is vertically aligned, rectangular and double
hung, holding six-over-six lights, underlined by flat wooden sills. The windows of 
the brick section are decorated with flat arched, stretcher brick lintels and its 
second floor windows on the south wall are decorated with wooden shutters. Two six
light basement windows are located in the central and north bays of the building's 
east wall. Windows on this elevation are decorated with green wooden shutters. 

An open bible and cross paneled south bay entrance is located on the west wall of 
the old stone house, covered by a hipped roof hood and fronted by a cement and stone 
patio, which connects with that brick patio along the entire south wall of the brick 
section of the house, which is laid on a stone foundation, with three semi-circular 
stone and brick steps on the south elevation. Four open wooden steps, flanked by a 
wooden railing, lead to a one story high, open porch on the south bay of the building's 
east wall, which holds the rectangular paneled east entrance, surmounted by a three 
light transom and covered by a hipped roof hood. The south wall of the stone house 
holds a single, rectangular, attic window, while its north wall holds two such attic 
windows. This latter wall is covered with ivy, and difficult to discern. 

The south wall of the brick section of the house holds a rectangular, open bible 
and cross paneled entrance door, surmounted by a three light transom and decorated 
with a flat arched, stretcher brick lintel, in its west bay. 

The west wall of the brick section holds two first and second floor windows, 
while the north wall holds four second floor windows. Two first floor windows rest 
in its two east bays. A square, four light window is located in its second west bay 
with another window now placed in its end west bay. 

A rectangular, cellar entrance is set ini:o the east bay of this north wall, 
covered with a gabled roof, placed over the brick welled entrance, which holds eight, 
poured in place, cement steps. 

A hall has been created along the brick section's south wall. Otherwise, the 
building's original plan remains intact. The huge cooking fireplace inset into the 
kitchen's east interior wall can still be seen, while the ceiling joists have been 

.-- exposed in the kitchen to reveal the wide, random width floor ~oards of the second 
floor. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The interior is divided, then into two, two bay wide rooms, whose dividing wall 
originally held a mantle on each side, serving each room. Today, that on the east 
side has been blocked in and an east-west wall along its south wall created, leading 
into the old stone house, which is believed to be a later addition. 

The stone section's plan is almost unique for Howard County. It features an 
end staircase and hall with two rooms to the north, one bay wide, one room deep, 
leading from one to another. Each has its own chimney. That on the north end featuring 
a ceutral chimney inset into the building's north wall and that room, located in the 
middle bay featuring a large mantlepiece on its west wall, quite unusual for Howard 
County, which features either a cenLral hall plan with rooms on either side and end 
chimneys and mantlepieces or a central hall plan with rooms on either side and chim
neys rising from either siue of the central hall. Even early double pile organiza-
tion generally features a bit of synnnetry in the placement of central mantlepieces 
on end walls, rising to create one very wide stone or brick chimney. 

The stone section of the building retains its wide, random width pine floors 
and first floor mantlepieces. 

A frame tenant house and some auxiliary buildings lie west of the house. 

In addition, the Aerolab Building has used stones from a stone foundation found 
on the property, which may have at one time been used as the foundation LOr a barn. 
the off ice entrance is made extremely handsome by this exposed stone west wall and a 
curved open staircase on the north side of the entrance vestibule. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE The Holland House is significant architecturally, as a representative 
of the vernacular style in Howard County stone. architecture of the early nineteenth centu
ry, featuring a degree of uniqueness in the placement of its wide brick chimneys and the 
floor plan of the stone section of the house, which features eighteen inch wide exterior 
stone walls, covered with stucco. Otherwise, it is rather typical of the two story high, 
three bay wide, one room deep, gabled roof, stone house~with kitchen wing~ forming an 
"L" or "T" plan, which are seen throughout Howard County, Maryland. 

Historically, it is significant to the residents of the Laurel area and Howard County 
as a focal point for a great deal of folklore associated with the Snowden family, a family 
of prominence and influence in this part of Maryland. Stories surround the house and are 
impossible to prove, but are an integral part of the social fabric of this section of the 
County. Money is said to have been buried and dug up in the dirt floor basement of the 
house by previous residents while "George Washingtion is reputed to have spent a week-end 
here." This latter story may be associated truly with Montpelier, but there is presently no 
evidence in behalf of this house. Since the house is believed to date from the early nine
teenth century, rather than an eighteenth century date, all these storiesare pure con
jecture and are passed on as a part of the folklore associated with the house. 

Every stone house in Howard County today has importance architecturally. Where there 
were once hundreds of such houses, today their number has dwindled. This house, too, differs 
from the more modest stone houses, located on larger farms and used as slave-tenant houses 
for those working the land. 

The scale and interior detail of the house is indicative of a finer residence, where 
guests were entertained and warmth and comfort were provided. The end hall and staircase 
created space for receptions and an architectural focal point for the house, while mantles 
in each room created comfort and warmth for that period. 

Recently, the building's history has been tied to the industrialization of the Route 
1 corridor and by its purchase for use primarily as an industrial site, upon which AERO 
LAB has been constructed, by Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Sherwood, present owners. 

The old stone house, which is perched upon a hill, is partially hidden from view by 
the trees and tall shrubs which surround it and act as a screening devise, in conjunction 
with the slope of ground, from the modern building below and east of the house. 

Where the house shares its eight acre site with its industrial neighbo!, it once 
commanded some one hundred and eighty-one (181) acres of land in 1875, when a map of the 
land was made in an Equity court case between the family of John Holland and his creditors. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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During the mid-twentieth century the building was owned and occupied by 
Anna and Walter Schmidt, acquired from Mr. Thomas R. Keesey, who bought the 
house on February 17, 1931 from Clay T. and Eliza Halverson. 

The house and some surrounding land were part of the same property conveyed 
by Mary A. Hartsock to Clay T. Halverson on October 31, 1917 (libev 104 folio 420). 
This property was part of the same land deeded from George w. King to Sarah W. 
Smith for $175.00 on April 3, 1883, and included Lot #3 (37 acres of land) and 
what was referred to as the widow's dower of 30 acres, both of which are noted on 
the map of 1875. (Please see Attachment 5). See also a release made by Nathan 
Pumphrey to George A. and Susan C. King on August 4, 1883, which was tied into a 
former- transaction on March 31, 1879, in which George and Susan King assured the 
land and premises to Nathan Pumphrey. 

At this point, between 1875 and 1883, several mortgages and releases occur, 
as well as a public auction on Jan 18, 1879 when Nathan Pumphrey acquired the 
house for $3400. During this time the Hollands, a Thomas Hunt and Nathan 
Pumphrey were all involved. In the release to Sarah Smith, wife of Rodmond Smith 
on December 31, 1883, the ground and premises were included under the Widow's 
dower of thirty acres, as well as Lot #3 of 37 acres, and lot #4 of 71 acres. 
See Attachment 5 for a Map of this estate. 

At the time it may be important to point out that this reference to a widow's 
dower stems from the Equity case of 1875, in which the court created a commission 
to lay out the estate of John Hilland as a Widow's dower to be given to Margaret 
Holland,as a life estate. 

Before laying out the dower, the Commissioners, Jerome G. Berry, Seth W. 
Warfield, Thomas Marriott and A. H. Curtis had to sware the following oath before 
Thomas I. White, who was in turn sworn in due form of law: 

You shall according to the best of your skill and judgment, 
lay off the dower, as directed by the aforegoing commission 
and in all things truly and faithfully execute the powers 
given and perform the duties required of you by the said 
commission without favor or partiality to, or prejudice or 
ill will against any person interested therein, so help you 
God. 

This information is inserted as an example of the moral rectitude of that day 
and age. Such an oath might be broken but it would not be done so lightly. A 
sworn oath with the words "so help you God" would cause men of that day to pause, 
as well as the words "best of your skill and judgment" and "perform ..• without 
favor ••• partiality .•• or ill will •••• 

Such legal procedures give us a mental picture of the ideals of the society 
of the nineteenth century, where a man's woni was his bond and where high moral 
character, honesty, and integrity were the marks by which a man was judged worthy, 
not social and monetary prominance alone. 
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The land on which the present house sits is a part of the 30 acres, 
mentioned as the "Widow's Dower", which was described as being "on the South
west bank of Hammonds Branch". 

In the 1841 deed from Savage Manufacturing Company to John Holland, the 
six and a quarter acre tract of land on which the house sat was called "Snowden's 
Birmingham Manor" and the one boundary of the property is "within ten feet of 
Hammonds Branch running down said branch and ten feet distant there from to the 
Washington Turnpike Road." This small piece of land "and premises" which John 
Holland purchased in 1841 is believed to be a part of the same land and premises 
we see today behind AEROLAB and which is noted on both the 1860 Martennet Map 
and the 1878 Hopkin's Atlas as the property of J. Holland. 

From historic fact and a degree of solid evidence we go on to pure conjecture 
when we pass from the history of the Holland family home where six chileren (Jesse, 
Joseph F., Charles, John R., James A., and Mary E.) were raised to the folklore 
which surrounds the house, claiming it to have belonged to the Snowden family. 

Mr. William Cook's book on Montpelier and the Snowden family relates that 
the house is believed to have been built between 1775 and 1780, for the daughter 
of a Snowden and that a Colonel Snowden, very rich, did reside there at one time. 

No reference is made to "New Birmingham Manor." Three references are made 
to "Birmingham Manor" in Laurel, but none to New Birmingham. Among the private 
papers of the present owners is a copy of the will of a Samuel Snowden, who men
tions his granddaughters, Rachel and Elizabeth. In Mr. William Cook's book we 
find a Samuel Snowden, b. Nov 2, 1728 who died on June 27, 1801 with two grand
daughters Elizabeth and Rachel. The will is dated September 17, 1800 and its 
sixth item is as follows: 

I give and devise to my two grand:laughters, Elizabeth and Rachel Snow
den - daughters of my deceased son Richard Snowden and to their re
spective heirs all my lot or parcel of land being my part of Birming
ham Manor, lying in Anne Arundel County and containing 1335 acres 
to be divided between my said grand:laughtersand their heirs by a 
line drawn from the end at the eighth course of the said lot South 
3° West to intersect the 65th course of the 8 lot - The Northern 
part of my said lot thus divided containing about 855 acr~s 
I give to my said Grandiau_ghterElizabeth and to her heirs forever, 
The Southern most part of my said lot - This contains about 480 
acres I give to my said granddaughter Rachel and to her heirs for-
ever •... 

The will was witnessed by John Snowden, Thomas Snowden and John Chew Thomas. 

Whether Rachel sold this land to the Savage Manufacturing Company, who in 
turn sold a piece of it, the house and land to John Holland, at this time, with 
the information availabl~ is impossible to determine. No mention, either, is 
made in item six of a dwelling house on this property. The story remains a 
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piece of folklore until more proof can be made. Perhaps one of the grand
daughters constructed a dwelling house there and called it "Snowden's New 
Birmingham Manor" or perhaps Richard Snowden, their deceased father, who 
married Hannah Moore Hopkins, constructed a dwelling house on his father's 
land. At this time we do not know. It is safe to assume the house stood 
there as "the premises" sold to John Holland, constructed sometime prior 
to 1841. 

This bit of folklore is passed on to help furnish leads for those who 
may wish to investigate the history of the house further. 

The house is significant to Howard County, Maryland and to the State as 
representative of a Howard County Stone house, constructed on a grand scale 
and as a house with associations with the prominent Snowden family. 

For these reasons the house should be considered for inclusion to the 
National Register, the State Critical Areas Program and any local land mark 
legislation, should its owners so desire. 
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Please see Attachment 1, Tax Map 47 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
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RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

*Interview with Mr. John ~rennan, 513 Main Street, Laurel, Md. (301-498-1515), 
writer for The Laurel Leader, who investigated the history of the house. 
Cook, William G. Montpelier and the Snowden Family. 
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