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Emory Methodist Church 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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HO-55 
EMORY METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 1837, 1887 
Private 
Ellicott City 

Built on land acquired by deed on December 19, 1937 from Samuel Ellicott to 
John Forrest and others, the deed stipulated that the land be used "to preach 
and expound God's Holy Word". 

A three bay wide, five bay deep granite block, two story, gabled roof (running 
north-south)structure, Emory Methodist Church features hexagonally shaped frame 
shingles in the A insets added in 1887 to its north and south elevations. These 
walls hold a rectangular window featuring geometric and curvilinear forms sur­
rounding a cross within a circle surmounting a quatre partite roman arched win­
dow on the north elevation and a sun flower or rose window in a gabled roof bay 
window on the south elevation. 

An original west entrance has been replaced by twin rectangular entrances on the 
north wall surmounted by single lite transoms and decorated with closed pediments. 
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NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

!..' NAME 
COMMON: 

Emory Methodist Episcopal Church 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Methodist Episcopal Church of Emory Chapel/ Ellicott City's Mills in Anne Arundel Coun 

|2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R ! 

Church Road 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

E l l i c o t t C i t y 

Maryland 
C O U N T Y : 

Howard 

3. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

CATECORY 
(Check Ore) 

• District K] Building 

• Sit* [ j Structure 

• Object 

OWNERSHIP 

• Public 

G3 P.-ivote 

• Both 

Public Acquisition: 

I I In Process 

I | Being Considered 

STATUS 

S) Occupied 

1 I Unoccupied 

[3] Preservotion work 

in progress 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

[~l Rest r ic ted 

H Unrestricted 

• No 

PRESENT USE fChecAc One or More ee .Appropriate.) 

I I Agricultural 

H Commercial 

I I Educationol 

3 Entertcinmtnt 

1 I Government 

I I Industrial 

• Military 

I I Museum 

• Pork 
f j Private Residence 

Q Religious 

3 Scientific 

I I Transportation Q Comments 

C Other (Specify) _ 

?4. OWNER O F P R O P E R T Y 
OWNER'S N A M E : 

Ellicott City United Methodist Parish 

S T R E E T ANO N U M B E R : 

21 Church Road 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

El 1 i c o t t C i t y 
^S. L O C A T I O N OF L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

S T A T E : 

Maryland 2 1043 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E 6 I J T H Y O F D E E U S . E T C : 

Hal 1 of Records 
S T R E E T ANO N U M O L R . 

3540 Courthouse Dr i ve 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

E l l i c o t t C i t y Maryland .21043 

T i t l e R e f e r e n c e of C u r r e n t Deed (Book E Pg . # ) : Tax Map 25A p.299 
REPRESFNTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS .4 Acres 129/463-65 
TITUE OF l u H V t Y: 

Howard County Historic Sites Inventory 

D F.d.rol Q Stoi. n County Q Local DATE OF SURVEY, 1977 

D E P O S I T O R Y FOR S U R V E Y R E C O R D S l 

Howard County Historical Trust 
S T R E E T ANO N U M B E R ! 

21 S ta te C i r c l e 
C I T Y OR l O W N l 

Annpol is Maryland , 21401 
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D E S C R I P T I O N 

CONDITION 

(Check On*) 

13 E»c»ll»nl D Good f j Foir • Dtt.riorot.d Q Ruin* D Un.xpot.d 

(Cflacfc Onm>) 

g l Alt .r .d • Uncltarod 

fC/iccJt On*; 

n Mov«d K| Originol Si 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T * *0 O R ' C I N A U (H known) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Emory United Methodist Church is a three bay wide, five bay deep granite 
block and decorative shingled two? story church with gable roof running north 
south and twin east and west bay north double wooden paneled rectangular en­
trances surmounted by single lite transoms and closed pediments. A simple 
wooden cornice runs partially along the front facade decorated by a row of 
dentiles and held by four large fulted brackets which lie on each side of a 
large central rectangular window section which is flanked by two wooden pil­
lars springing f r o m the cornice brackets. From the interior pillars spring 
fluted pilasters reaching up .to the architrave which features four horizonta 
rectangular panels surmounted by a simple cornice decorated with a row of 
dentils, and surmounted by a Roman arched frame decoration whose central pane 
meets a wooden keystone. 

The rectangular window features geometric and curvilinear forms which surrourd 
a cross within a circle. See Figure 1. 

A simple wooden panel connects the second floor window with a quatre partite 
roman arched first floor window. The A formed by the gabled roof is filled 

around the window with decorative shingles. Built on the slope of a hill 
five cement stairs on the west become simply two on the east. 

The west elevation holds four ground floor rectangular double-hung windows 
with a rectangular ground floor entrance and five vertically alligned firs 
floor tall rectangular double-hung windows which feature Roman arch panels 
with three decorative quatre foils and curvilinear pattern. A similar ar­
rangement lies on the west wall with the following exceptions: 1) a rectan­
gular ground floor door lies on the second north bay, a shed roof furnace 
addition lies south of the third bay with a brich chimney lying north of 
second south bay. The south elevation holds a central gabled roof bay win­
dow with a large "sunflower" or rose window on the first floor and a two lit 
rectangular window on the ground floor. The building is in excellent con­
dition. 
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ft. SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD (Chick On» or More e s Approptlmf) 

• Pre-Columbian Q 16th Century 

• 15th Century D 17th Century 

D 18th Century 

( 2 " t h Century 

Q 20«h Century 

SPECIFIC OATE(S) (If Appllcmbl* mndKnown) 

1837 & 1887 A R E A S O F S I G N I F I C A N C E ( C h e c k O n i or M o » e e Approprimlm) 

Aboriginal • Education Qj Political 

Prehistoric Q Engineering g ] Religion/Phi. 

Hlitorie- Q Industry lo.ophy 

Agriculture f - j | n v # n f i o n r-j Science 

Architecture Q |_ond»eopo Q Sculpture 

A/» Architecture Q Social/Humon-

Commerce D Literature Harlan 

Communications r-j M i | i , o r y Q T n # e f . r 

Comarvotion Q M u t j e Q Traniportation 

O Urban Planning 

• Othor fSp.e/fr; 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Built on land acquired on December 19, 1837 by deed from Samuel Ellicott to 
John Forrest and others, the deed stipulated that the property was to be used 
"to preach and expound God's Holy Word". A committee of three, Jake Timanus 
stone manson; W.S. Harrison, carpenter; and Jesse MCkinzie, plasterer, built 
the church which was considered a handsome house of worship. 

Originally a west entrance door was used but later the twin entrance doors 
were placed on the south wall, when the church was rebuilt and the north 
and south windows added in 1887. 

In the early days of the congregation, the men and women were divided into 
a separate seating arrangement. In l887with the general remodeling of the 
building, this restriction in seating was put aside. 

The oldest Methodist Church in Howard County, it has been in continual use 
since its founding in 1837. In 1972 it joined with Mr. Zion Church to form 
a parish with one pastor serving the two churches. 

Architecturally and historically significant, this building should be con­
sidered for inclusion into the National Register of Historic Places. 
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9. MAJOR BIBUOGRAPHtCAl REFERENCES 

American Association of University Women, Mimeographed paper on the history 
of Ellicott City. Ellicott City, 1972. 

Holland, Celia. Ellicott City, Maryland 1772-1972 . Bladensburg, 1972. 

Howard County Bicentennial Commission, the Howard County Council of Garden 
Clubs, and the clergy of the participating churches. Religious Heritage 
Pilgrimage. Ellicott City, 1976. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N l i l T U O E C O O R D I N A T E S 

O E F I N I N C A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

NW 

NE 

SE 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F LESS T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
O • • 

L O N G I T U O E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o • » 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

See Tax Map 25A p.299. .4 acres 129/463 465 

I I . FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T l T L E : 

Cleora B. Thompson, Archivist 

O R G A N I ZA T I O N 

Comprehensive Planning Section 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

3 5 0 Courthouse Dr i ve 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

E l l i c o t t C i t y 
S T A T C 

Maryland 21043 

State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National State Local 
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DISTRICT #3 

1. Howard Lodge HO-13 

2. Glenelg HO-15 

3. Franciscan Seminary HO-16 

4. Folly Quarter HO-17 

5. Waverly (National Register) HO-21 

6. Dougheregan Manor (National Register) HO-22 

7. St. Barnabas HO-124 
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Emory Methodist Church 
G.M Hopkins Atlas, 1878 
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Emory Methodist Church 
3799 Church Road, Ellicott City 
Martenet's Map of Howard County Maryland, 1860 

G.M. Hopkins Atlas of Howard County, Maryland, 1878 
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Emory Methodist Church 
3799 Church Road, Ellicott City 
Sanborn Maps 
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Emory Methodist Church 
3799 Church Road, Ellicott City 
Ellicott City quad 1953, Photorevised 1966 and 1974 

Tax Map 25A, Parcel 299 National Web Map Service 6" Orthophoto Map, c. 2010 
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Emory Methodist Church 
3799 Church Road, Ellicott City 
Photos by Jennifer K. Cosham, 11/28/2012 
North facade 










