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H0-550 
The Latimer House 
Ellicott City 
Private circa 1820 

The Latimer House faces south on the north side of Old Columbia 

Pike, just west of H0-308, the Manelli Cottage. It is a two bay 

wide, one room deep, two story high, gabled roof (running east-west) 

frame building, resting on a full stone foundation, constructed into 

a steep slope of land so that the stone foundation becomes 

essentially the first floor on the north elevation, A two bay wide, 

one room deep, two story high, gabled roof (running north-south) 

frame, north wing, resting on a full, granite block foundation, is 

constructed along the building's north wall, with an additional one 

story high, hipped roof, frame addition, resting on a granite block 

foundation, placed along the west wall of the main building block. 

The Latimer House is a good example of early nineteenth century, 

vernacular frame architecture in the Ellicott City Historic 

District, whose stone foundation may once have been used as an ice 

house and which is historically associated with John Collier, who 

owned real estate along the Old Columbia Pike in the mid-nineteenth 

century. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Latime r House faces south on the north side of Old Columbia 

Pike, just west of H0-308, the Manelli Cottage. It is a two bay 

wide, one room deep, two story high, gable roof (running east-west) 

frame building, resting on a full stone foundation, constructed 

into a steep slope of land so that the stone foundation becomes 

essentially the first floor on the north elevation. A two bay 

wide, one room deep, two story high, gabled roof (running north'-' 

south) f rame, north wing, resting on a full, granite block 

foundation, is constructed along the building's north wall, with 

an additi onal one story high , hipped roof, frame addition, resting 

on a granite block foundation, placed along the west wall of the 

main building block. 

South Elevation 

The south elevation holds a first floor, west end bay, rectangular, 

seven light, storm entrance door1. surmounted by a two light transom_, 

which covers a four paneled, rectangular,_ entrance door, whose two 

upper exterior panels are roman arched. The south elevation also 

holds an east end bay, rectangula~ first floor, double-hung window, 

holding six-over-six lights, underlined by a projecting wooden sill. 

Two similar, second floor windows are vertically aligned to the first 

floor door and window. A one story high, hipped roof,. open porch, 

s_:;pported by three wooden posts, resting on a full granite block 

foundation, runs along the first floor of this elevation, almost 

directly on to the sidewalk along Old Columbia Pike. 
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The North Elevation 

H0-550 
District 2 
Ellicott City 

The north elevation of the original building block is almost entirely 

covered by the projecting, two story high, gabled roof {_running 

north-south) frame north wing. A second floor {actually third floor) 

east end bay, six-over-six light window punctuates the north wall 

of the main building block. The stone foundation wall of the north 

wing holds a rectangular, four paneled, entrance door, west of its 

center line, and two first and second floor windows, similar to those 

already described. 

Interior 

The interior of the house features four paneled, entrance doors, and 

woodwork, composed of flat, unmitred pilasters and lintels around 

door and window frames. The main building block holds a foundation 

kitchen and first {second) and second {_third) floor living room and 

bedroom, respectively. 

An interior staircase along its west wall leads from the first {second) 

to second {third) floor. 

The north wing's first (second) floor holds the main staircase, lead-

ing from the kitchen level to the living room. It features turned 

balusters · and knewel posts, representative of the period of the 

mid-nineteenth century. A staircase originally ran along the found-

ation wall of the north wing to its first (second) floor. This 

entrance now provides space for a bookcase. 
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H0-550 
District 2 
Ellicott City 

The living room-hall level features parkay floors, laid on linen, 
0 

which came from an old mansion in Baltimore and were laid by Mr. 

House, a previous owner. The north end of the north wing provides 

for an office on the first (second) floor and a bedroom on the 

second (third) floor. 

All the woodwork in the house matches except that found in the living 

room, which features mitred corners. The south entrance door of this 

room may date from the mid-nineteenth century, since its two upper, 

exterior panels are Roman arched and represent the stylistic detail 

of the revival styles prevalent of that time. 
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H0-550 
District 2 
Ellicott City 
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Local History 

The Latimer House is a good example of early nineteenth century, 

vernacular frame architecture1 in the Ellicott City Historic District, 

whose stone foundation may once have been used as an ice house and 

which is historica11y2associated with John Collier, who owned real 

estate along the Old Columbia Pike in the mid-nineteenth century. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 

1,. This relatively unadorned, two story high, frame building, constructed 
I 

in an "L" plan, on a full granite block foundation, is typical of the 

archi tec.ture found in Ellicott City, most of which is set into steep 

siopes of granite rock. This method of construction reveals one full 

foundation wall aL one elevation, with the opposite wall set into the 

steep slope of land. 

The foundation wall beneath the one story high, open porch, running 

along the building's south elevation; is believed by some to be the 

earliest section of the house with specul•tion that it may once have 

been used as an ice house along Old Columbia Pike and later a root 

cellar. Two foot thick, stone walls, encompass a simple, rectangular 

room, with a cellar window on its east wall. A square roof opening is 

placed in its southeast corner. There is some thought of this having 
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Significance 
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been a hiding place for slaves seeking freedom. 

H0-550 
District 2 
Ellicott City 

The main building block of the house holds a one room, foundation kitchen 

with a first floor living room and second floor bedroom. The north 

service wing features a first floor, staircase (running east-west) in 

its south bay at foundation level with the kitchen of the main building 

block. (This kitchen has now become an ante-room for the office of 

Mrs. Lavine, located at this level in the north wing). This staircase 

appears to be an addition made in the mid-nineteenth century, when 

certain renovations were made to the house. Originally1 either an 

interior staircase (running north-south), was placed along the foundation's 

west wall to the first floor of the main building block or no staircase 

at all, allowing the first floor (actually second floor) living room 

and second floor (actually third floor) bedroom of the main building 

block and the second floor of the north wing to be totally separated 

from the original downstairs kitchen. Entrances at separate levels 

provided total privacy between these levels. One other staircase 

occurs in the north wing, one (running north-south) along this section's 

west foundation wall up to its first floo~1 which runs level with 

what was the original kitchen. 

The woodwork of the building is uniform, featuring flat pilasters and 

lintels throughout both sections of the house with only one exception, 

the living room, which features mitred cornered woodwork and a roman 

arched paneled entrance door, believed to have been an addition of the 

circa 1860 renovation. 
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H0-550 
District 2 
Ellicott City 

2. Historically the building can easily be traced back to 1863, when 

John Collier willed his real estate to his children, which included 

this property, as well as the Manelli Cottage. Prior to that time 

H0-308, The David Meyer's House,had also been owned by him. Very 

l i ttle is known about John Collier except that he owned land called,"Parts 

of Prestages Folly" in Ellicott Mills in 1852, which comprised some 

ten lots of land, along Old Columbia Pike, together with all and 

singular the buildings, (Howard County Land Records, Liber 12, folio 235). 

An insurance appraisal of the property dates the house circa 1820, a 

probable construction date. 
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Interview with Mrs. B. J. Lavine on January 22, 1982 
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TITLE SEARCH 

H0-550 The Latimer House 

Prepared by: Susan Thompson 

DATE LIBER-FOLIO GRANTOR GRANTEE TRANSACTION 

Nov. 9, 1979 974-115 Harry Allen Latimer and Barbara J. Lavine Deed to .23 of an acre 
Beverly Elizabeth Latimer (his 
wife) 

Beginning at a poimt on the northerly side of Ellicott City to Clarksville State Rd. 
(Now known as "Old Columbia Pike") measured on two courses and distances from the 
southerly corner of a frame dwelling on the northwesterly side of said road, said 
corner of said frame dwelling being described as the end of the 10th course of the 
1st parcel of land in a mortgage ... to the westerly and of the aforesaid stone wall 
and in the vicinity of a stone marked "G.H." but not now found .•.. 

Sept. 30, 1976 788-734 

Sept.28, 1976 788-732 

Nov.18, 1947 201-266 

Augustl,1943 178-596 

May 24, 1933 145-461 

Dec. 10, 1929 138-186 

Harry Allen Latimer 

Timothy E. Welsh Personal 
Rep. of the estate of Marion 
Ferguson House, deceased 

Ellicott Theatre, Inc. 

Isaac H. Taylor and Rose 
Taylor (his wife) 

Harry Allen Latimer Deed to .23 of an acre 
and Beverly Elizabeth 
Latimer (his wife) 

Harry Allen Latimer Deed to .23 of an acre 

Ma~ion H. Ferguson and Deed to .23 of an acre 
Maud H. Ferguson (her 
mother>.: 

Ellicott Theatre, Inc. Deed to ... all those 
contiguous lots o1 
parcels of land, 
situated and lying on 
the Columbia Turnpike 
in Ellicott City 

Charles A. Herrmann (unmarried) Isaac H. Taylor and 
Rose Taylor (his wife) 

Deed 

W. Herbert Mellor, Attorney Charles A. Herrmann Deed 

~~·~~~~~~~~~--~ .... ~~~ .... --~~--~~~~~~·~--~--~~~ .... ~~~~ .... ~~~~~ .... ~--~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~,~~ ...... ~~~~~~~---
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TITLE SEARCH 

H0-550 The Latimer House 

Prepared by: Susan Thompson 

DATE LIBER-FOLIO GRAN TOR GRANTEE TRANSACTION 

July 6, 1928 134-135 Ellen A. Gibson Wade H. 
Gibson, (her husband) 

Home Building Assoc. Mortgage of 2 parcels 

May 13, 1868 

Wm. Collier Rebecca J. 28/259 
28/263 

James A. Gary 38/456 

of Ellicott City, Inc. 

The two above pieces or P?-rcels of land being the same property of which 
Rebecca J. Henderson, widow of Seth E. Henderson died seized and possessed, 
on or about the 4th day of June- 1919 at Frederick County, Maryland, inter­
state, leaving surviving her, Mary :: Blanche Addison, Ellen A. Gibson and 
Roberta Louise Waters her daughters, as her sole and only heirs at law. 

28-259 William B. Collier & wife 
Frank M. Collier & Wife 

Rebecca J. Henderson 

the above were heirs of John Collier Sr., deceased April 11, 1863 
Wills 2/16 

Deed of Indenture of 
two parts 
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Name: H0-550 
The Latimer . House 

Location: 3782 Old Columbia Pike 
Ellicott City, Maryland 21043 

Photographer: Cleora B. Thompson, A.I.C.P. 
Date of Photograph: January, 1982 
Negatives in possession of Maryland Historical Trust 
View:,..,_. ~.~utheast 
Photographer Looking: Northwest 
Photograph Number: 1 of 1 
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H0-550 
Latimer House 
3782 Old Columbia Pike (MD 987), Ellicott City 
Ellicott City quad 1953, Photorevised 1966 and 1974 

Tax Map 25A, Parcel 128 National Web Map Service 6" Orthophoto Map, c. 2010 

JKC 11/23/2015 



H0-550 
Latimer House 
3782 Old Columbia Pike (MD 987), Ellicott City 
Martenet's Map of Howard County Maryland, 1860 
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H0-550 
Latimer House 
3782 Old Columbia Pike (MD 987), Ellicott City 
Photo by Jennifer K. Cosham, 11/28/2012 
South elevation 

JKC 11/23/2015 


