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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Latimer House is a good example of early nineteenth century,
vernacular frame architecturel in the Ellicott City Historic District,
whose stone foundation may once have been used as an ice house and
which is historically2associated with John Collier, who owned real

estate along the 0ld Columbia Pike in the mid-nineteenth centufy.

EXPLANATORY NOTES

This relatively unadorned, two story high, frame building, constructed
in an "L" plan,QOn‘a full granite block foundation, is typical of the
architecture found in Ellicott City, most of which is set into steep
slopes of granite rock. This method of construction reveals one full
foundation wall at one elevation, with the opposite wall set into the

steep slope of land.

The foundation wall beneath the one story high, open porch, running
along the building's south elevation, 1s believed by some to be the
earliest section of the house with speculation that it may once have
been used as an ice house along 0ld Columbia Pike and later a root
cellar. Two foot thick, stone walls, encompass a simple, rectangular
room, with a cellar window on its east wall. A square roof opening is

placed in its southeast corner. There is some thought of this having
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been a hiding place for slaves seeking freedom.

The main building block of the house holds a one room, foundation kitchen
with a first floor living room and second floor bedroom. The north
service wing features a first floor, staircase (running east-west) in

its south bay at foundation level with the kitchen of the main building
block. (This kitchen has now become an ante-room for the office of

Mrs. Lavine, located at this level in the north wing). This stalrcase
appears to be an addition made in the mid-nineteenth century, when

certain renovations were made to the house. Originally,either an

interior staircase (running north-south), was placed along the foundation's

west wall to the first floor of the main building block or no staircase
at all, allowing the first floor (actually second floor) living room

and second floor (actually third floor) bedroom of the main building
block and the second floor of the north wing to be totally separated
from the original downstairs kitchen. Entrances at separate levels
provided total privacy between these levels. One other staircase

occurs in the north wing, one (running north-south) along this section's
west foundation wall up to its first floor,which runs level with

what was the original kitchen.

The woodwork of the building is uniform, featuring flat pilasters and
lintels throughout both sections of the house with only one exception,
the living room, which features mitred cornered woodwork and a roman

arched paneled entrance door, believed to have been an addition of the

circa 1860 renovation.
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Name: HO-550

The Latimer House
Location: 3782 01d Columbia Pike

Ellicott City, Maryland 21043

Photographer: Cleora B. Thompson, A.I.C.P.
Date of Photograph: January, 1982 ,
Negatives in possession of Maryland Historical Trust
View: Southeast
Photographer Looking: Northwest
Photograph Number: 1 of 1












