
Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic Marlow House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number South side Hall Shop Road 

city, town Highland vicinity -X- vicinity of 

state Maryland county 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
__x_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
__x_ public 
_private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~-not applicable 

Status 
_. - occupied 
.ll_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
-X- yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

I_. 

Survey No. H0- 571 

Magi No. 14 0 5 7 15 5 0 4 

DOE _yes no 

_ not for publication 

congressional district 

Howard County 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 
·.) I 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 

___x other: Ya cant 

4. Owner' of I Pr.operty (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name 

street & number telephone no.: 

city, town state and zip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. liber 

street & number folio 

city, town state 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

posltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
__ good 
__x_ fair 

Check one 
__ deteriorated __ unaltered 
__ ruins __x altered 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No.HO-Sl l 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Marlow House is located on the south side of Hall Shop 
Road approximately one-half mile west of Scaggsville Road (Mary
land Route 216), one-half mile east of Clarksville Road (Maryland 
Route 108) and one mile south of the community of Highland. 

The house is sited on high ground along the south side of 
Hall Shop Road and is oriented on an east-west axis. A complex 
of late 19th and 20th century farm buildings is located to the 
south of the house. Most of these buildings are in very poor 
condition. 

The Marlow House is a two story, three bay log house with 
a single large exterior brick chimney centered on the west end 
of the pitched gable roof. A smaller l~ story frame wing pro
jects from the west gable wall, partially concealing the gable 
chimney. 

The south facade of the house appears to serve as the 
principal facade. The six-panel entrance door with three-light 
transom is located in the east bay, with two 6/6 windows to the 
west on the first story and three 6/6 windows ranged across the 
second story. The house rests on a stone foundation and is 
covered with horizontal weatherboards and a later covering of 
shingle siding. The eaves are enclosed with a plain box cornice; 
the roof is covered with standing seam metal. A one story 
open porch with plain posts and a standing seam metal roof ex
tends across this facade of the main house. 

A small window offset to right of center in the upper gable 
is the only opening in the east gable wall. The stone founda
tion and wood shingle siding match the south facade; the rake
boards are plain. 

On the north facade, there is a six-panel door with three
light transom in the east bay and one 6/6 window in the west 
bay of the first story; ~aingle 6/6 windows are located in the 
east and west bay of the second story. 

The majority of the west gable wall is concealed by the 
l~ story wing. A small window to the left of the common bond 
chimney in the upper gable is the only opening. 

The wing is a true story-and-a-half structure with a 
pitched gable roof. A shed lean-to stretches across the south 
facade. There is a door in the left or west bay of the south 



8. Significance Survey No. H0-5 71 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 

- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 
...JL 1800-1899 
---X- 1900-

Specific dates 

__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
_ll_ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B c D 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a sunnnary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Marlow House is a two story example of a side passage, 
single parlor plan house with a true story-and-a-half kitchen 
wing. The main house appears to be of log construction. 
Significant interior details include a Greek Revival mantel 
and ovolo window architrave trim in the parlor, an open-string 
stair with grained beaded vertical board paneling in the passage, 
and evidence of an early cooking crane in the kitchen fireplace. 

The overall form and plan of the house suggest a house 
of the second or early third quarter of the 19th century. The 
fully mature machine nails, machine sawn lathing and Greek 
Revival mantel are typical of the period 1840-60, while the 
stair details are most typical of the late Greek Revival per
iod and are rarely found earlier than circa 1850. This aE~hi
tectural evidence is reinforced by an entry in the Howard 
County Tax Assessment for 1852, which assessed James Marlow 
( -1893) an additional $150.00 for"a new house". It should 
be noted that the ovolo backhand trim found in the parlor of 
the main house is more typical of a Federal period house and 
may be evidence that some earlier fabric has been incorporated 
into the house. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. HO-S 71 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALi.J I I 1 I I I I I I B w ~I _I~'--- I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cL.LJ l~--..----1 ~I..._..~---- oLJJ _I ~I _____ ! ~I...._._....__ __ _ 
E L..i._J I I ._I -----~--- F LiJ I I ~I ............. __.__, __ 
G L..i._J I I ~' ...._..~----- H LLl ...... I _, ........_ __ _ 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county '•Code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Orlando Ridout V/Historic Sites Survey Coordinator 

organization Maryland Historical Trust date 

street & number 2 1 S t ate C i r c 1 e telephone 2 6 9 - 2 4 3 8 

city or town Annapolis state Maryland 

Field Notebook MD-7; Recorded January 11, 1983 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



H0-571 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.1 DESCRIPTION (cont'd) 

facade of the lean-to and a 6/6 window in the east bay. A door in 
the east wall of the lean-to opens onto the porch of the main house. 

Single 6/6 windows are centered on the first and second story 
of the west gable wall of the wing and a 6/6 window pierces this end 
of the lean-to. 

A door in the center bay of the first story is the only opening 
in the north facade of the wing. The wing also rests on a stone foun
dation and is covered with wood shingle siding and a standing seam 
metal roof. 

The interior of the main house consists of a side stair passage 
to east and a single large parlor to the west. The stair rises from 
the south end of the passage against the west gable wall. It is an 
open-string stair with square newels and balusters and a plain rail. 
The area below the carriage is enclosed with beaded vertical boards 
with ochre graining. A beaded batten door opens into a small closet 
under the stairs. A four-panel door opens from the passage into the 
parlor. The fireplace is centered on the west gable wall of the 
parlor. The mantel is a board surround with a molded backhand framing 
the fireplace opening and a complex shelf with Greek Revival molding 
above a plain frieze. The window and door openings in the parlor are 
trimmed with beaded architraves with an ovolo backhand more typical of 
the 18th or very early 19th century. 

The side passage plan is repeated on the second floor but the 
passage is somewhat wider than on the first floor. The second story 
chamber is heated by a stove rather than a fireplace. The trim is 
plain throughout the second floor. A small door in the west gable 
wall of the chamber opens into the loft of the wing. 

The interior of the west wing consists of a single room on each 
floor and one narrow room in the south lean-to. A large fireplace on 
the east wall of the first floor room retains the iron pintles for a 
fireplace cooking crane. A small built-in cupboard is located in the 
alcove to the left of the chimney. An enclosed winder stair is lo
cated in the northwest corner of the wing. The first floor ceiling 
joists remain exposed. 
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DOE _yes _no 
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Category . • .. 
_district .·. ·· 
_x_ bulldlng{s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
_object 

4. 

n11me 

..:.:.:·_,J· .. ·. 

. . . .! ; : ' ..: ~ • ---t -! lJ 

stre9t & number· Ji.30 Ciourth~se ·ni;··;,.i. telepho~e no.: JOl 992 2480 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. · Howard Coimty Courthmaae liber 881 

folio.433 

&. Representation in Existing Historical.· surveys 

title 

federal county 

deposttory for survey records 

local 

1 



Condition 
__ excellent 
_good 
_x_ fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
_unaltered 
_x altered 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
_ moved date of move 

(' .... \ 

7 1 

Prepare both a sunmary paragraph and a general description of the resource ,, d its 
various elements as it exists today. 

. . ... ~.-'."·. ·~· ,.,. -~ "'~ 

The Marlow House is located on the south side of Hall Shop 
Road approximately one-half mile west of Scaggsville Road (Mary
land Route 216)~ one-half mile east of Clarksville Road (~aryland 
Route 108) and one mile south of the commu_nity of Highl_and. 

' . ~-

The house is· sited on high ground a1.ong the· so_uth side of 
Hall Shop Road and is oriented on an east-west axis. A complex 
of late 19th and 20th century farm buildings is located to the 
south of the house. Most of these buildings are in very poor 
con di t ion • _....."""" P. pe __ -:::7-~U'O!~ 

~c-r~ r..-~;i~ r 1-~p 
The Marlow 

a single large 
of the· pitched 

. jects from the 
~fl+ ~06 . chimney. 

House is a two story, three bay log house with 
exterior brick chimney cent~red on the west end 
gable roof. A smaller 1~ story frame wing pro
west gable wall, partially concealing the gable 

"'.,~\ ~1t.lllf1lLF1ic.ftDi5 ,.. 
\,,(I ~ ~ The south facade of the house appears to serve as the 
~11\ t\)J\':> C1Zll1INA principal facade. The six-panel entrance door with three-light 

" - ,1,L fAU\W~t{ansom is located in the east bay, with two 6/6 windows to the 
~.. ·t.fi'..ILP..L.'_;~~est on the first story and three 6/6 windows ranged across the 
l.~t-\H µ.~i'l\L "'1," second story. The house res ts on a stone foundation and is 
D~Qe.NI\ ~ 6-«-'v,, covered with horizontal wea therboards and a lat er covering of 
l ~t&JC ~~'?shingle siding. The eaves are enclosed with a plain box cornice; 
~~~~c,t~ "\".J• the roof is covered with standing seam metal. A one story 
':Pv-1'~~-JJ~ open porch with plain posts and a standing seam metal roof ex-

~. ~ ~ tends across this facade of the main house. 
tj.~V~~ ~<,V• 
~~~~~~ A small window offset to right of center in the upper gable 

\ ~CJ 
tp~ is the only opening in the east gable wall. The stone founda-

tion and wood shingle siding match the south facade; the rake
boards are plain. 

On the north facade, there is a six-panel door with three
light transom in the ea~t bay and one 6/6 window in the west 
bay of the first story; J~ingle 6/6 windows are located in the 
east and west bay of the second story. 

-:-·----- The majority of the west gable wall is concealed by 
6\-\Dl)l;O tb LD15ATI-f€&- 1~ story wing. A small window to the left of the common 
~13efWJD -n+e chimney in the upper gab le is the only opening. 

the 
bond 

? . 
CH\~~ I?~ &;: ,.i t.rt:P. 

The wing is a true story-and-a-half structure with a 
pitched gable roof. A shed lean-to stretches across the south 
facade. There is a door in the left or west bay of the south 
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Period 
__ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
_1500-1599 
_160~1699 

_ 170~1799 

_x_ 1800-1899 
-X- 1900-

Are?s of Significance--Check and justify br hw 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community pla•1ning 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation 
__ agriculture __ economics 
-1L architecture __ education 
_ art __ engineering 

__ !ar.dscaµe architedure ____ religion 
__ law ___ science 
____ 1:~era~1:re _____ sculpture 

__ ' ,·i:·1ry _______ social/ 
,_1umanitarian 

__ commerce __ exploration settlement _ '" >Ophy _ __ ~heater 
__ communications __ Industry 

__ Invention 
~~; i!:.::;s government __ transportation 

_other (specify) 

Specific dates BuilderiArchitect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local --

Prepare both a suJ;unary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Marlow House is a two story example of a side passage, 
single parlor plan house with a true story-and-a-half kitchen 
wing. The main house appears to be of log construction. 
Significant interior details include a Greek Revival mantel 
and ovolo window architrave trim in the parlor, an open-str~g 
stair with grained beaded vertical board paneling in the passage, 
and evidence of an early cooking crane in the kitchen fireplace. 

The overall form and plan of the house suggest a house 
of the second or early third quarter of the 19th century. The 
fully mature machine nails, machine sawn lathing and Greek 
Revival mantel are typical of the period 1840-60, while the 
stair details are most typical of the late Greek Revival per
iod and are rarely found earlier than circa 1850. This archi
tectural evidence is reinforced by an entry in the Howard 
County Tax Assessment for 1852, which assessed James Marlow 
( -1893) an additional $150.00 for 11 a new house". It should 
be noted that the ovolo backhand trim found in the parlor of 
the main house is more typical of a Federal period house and 
may be evidence that some earlier fabric has been incorporated 
into the house. 
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C.iadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale ______ _ 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county "code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
J 

name/title Orlando Ridout V/Historic Sites Survey Coordinator 

organization Maryland Historical Trust date 

street & number 21 State Circle telephone 269-2438 

city or town Annapolis state Maryland 

Field Notebook MD-7; Recorded January 11, 1983 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

-, 
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H0-571 Marlow House 
Highland vicinity 
Ed Shull 1981 
South Facade 

JAMES MARLOW HOUSE 
South View 





H0-571 Marlow House 
Highland vicinity 
Ed Shull 1981 
View from South 

JAMES MARLOW HOUSE 
South Elevation 





H0-571 Marlow House 
Highland vicinity 
Ed Shull 1981 
North facade 

JAMES MARLOW HOUSE 
North Elevation 
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H0-571 Marlow House 
Highland vicinity 
Ed Shull 1981 
View from Northeast 

JAMES MARLOW HOUSE 
Note: Trees left to right 
1. Tupelo 
2 . Sugar maple } . 

S 1 
not native 

3. ugar map e 





H0-571 Marlow House 
Highland vicinity 
Ed Shull 1981 
East Gable 

JAMES MARLOW HOUSE 
East Elevation 





H0-571 Marlow House 
Highland vicinity 
Ed Shull 1981 
West gable of wing 

JAMES MARLOW HOUSE 
West Elevation 
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H0-571 Marlow House 
Highland vicinity 
Ed Shull 1981 
Ruins of Barn 

JAMES MARLOW HOUSE 
Ruined Barn 20th C. 
House Beyond 
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H0-571 Marlow House 
Highland vicinity 
Ed Shull 1981 
Parlor Mantel 

JAMES HARLOW HOUSE 
Mantle in Large 
Section 
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