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H0-581 
"The Pines" (Fort-Heine House) 
3713 Fels Lane, Ellicott City 
Private/Public 

Description: 
"The Pines" (Fort-Heine House) is a 2- Vz story, five-bay by two-bay rubble stone structure with a 
two-story, three-bay by one-bay stone wing on the east. It has a gable roof with asphalt shingles 
and an east-west ridge. There is a one-story, two-bay by one-bay frame addition on the east and 
a smaller one-bay addition on the east of this addition that wraps around the north side of the 
wing and main block. "The Pines" is built of the local granite which is roughly squared and 
brought to course, with finely cut granite lug sills and single-piece granite lintels. The mortar 
joints are thick and are slopped over the edges of the stone and fill many of the drill holes. The 
mortar was painted a dark grey and penciled with white mortar joints. The windows have six
over-six sash, and have blinds that are mortised and tenoned and pinned. They are hung on cast 
iron butt hinges that are stamped "PAT'D 1870." The south elevation of the main block has a 
center doorway on the fust story that has four panels with sunken fields and bolection 
mouldings. There are sidelights with three lights over one panel and the sidelights run up beside 
the two-light transom. There is a five-bay porch with four chamfered posts with sawn brackets 
to either side. The front face of each post has a pyramidal plaque, and above it is a short bracket 
with a stylized volute at the top. The roof has two gabled dormers, each centered between the 
end bay and the next bay in, with a six-over-six sash and a plain fascia that is eared at the 
bottom. There is an interior brick chimney on each gable end. The house has a center-passage, 
single-pile plan with an ell on the east that has a side-passage, single-pile plan. The passage has 
a straight run stair on the west wall that has a large turned walnut newel with a bold urn pattern. 
There are turned, tapered oak balusters that have a slight urn profile, and an open stringer with 
sawn, foliate brackets. The east room has a fireplace centered on the east, with a marbleized 
slate mantel that has a round-arched opening. The west room also has a marbleized slate mantel 
with a round-arched opening. 

Significance: 
The nine-acre parcel on which "The Pines" sits was purchased by Bernard Fort in 1848. Fort 
was born in Yorkshire, England in 1810 and came to Ellicott' s Mills with his parents, William 
and Mary Fort, and his older brother, William, in 1830. Bernard was indentured to John Craven 
in 1824 as a cabinetmaker. His obituary describes him as a painter, cabinetmaker and 
undertaker. The 1876 tax assessment includes additional taxable assets, but unfo1tunately the 
assessor did not date these entries. The first reads "New Improvements 2200." In October, 
1877, the Ellicott City Times noted: "Mr. B. Fort ofthis city is moving into his new residence on 
Fell ' s street which he lately built." Thus, all of the available documentation indicates that Fort 
built a new stone house on the outskirts of Ellicott City perhaps beginning in 1876, and 
continuing through the summer of 1877. By 1876 Fort was over 65 and no doubt ready to retire. 
The new house must have been intended especially for his retirement, and the fact that he was 
older probably led to its finishes being more conservative. Fort' s daughter, Kate married Francis 
Heine c. 1875 and in 1891 Francis Heine purchased "The Pines" for $3,000. Heine was station 
agent for the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. Kate Heine continued to live in her father ' s house 
until her death in 1924. At that time Kate' s son, Joseph purchased the house from his siblings 
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and he remained at "The Pines" until selling it in 1945. He also worked for the B. & 0. 
Railroad. The house was converted to apartments using historic tax credits in 1986. The 
building has been acquired by Howard County government and awaits redevelopment at this 
time. 
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Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

Summary: 
"The Pines" (Fort-Heine House) is a 2- Yi story, five-bay by two-bay rubble stone structure with a two
story, three-bay by one-bay stone wing on the east. It has a gable roof with asphalt shingles and an east
west ridge. There is a one-story, two-bay by one-bay frame addition on the east and a smaller one-bay 
addition on the east of this addition that wraps around the north side of the wing and main block. "The 
Pines" is built of the local granite which is roughly squared and brought to course, with finely cut 
granite lug sills and single-piece granite lintels. The mortar joints are thick and are slopped over the 
edges of the stone and fill many of the drill holes. The mortar was painted a dark grey and penciled with 
white mortar joints. The windows have six-over-six sash, and have blinds that are mortised and tenoned 
and pinned. They are hung on cast iron butt hinges that are stamped "PAT'D 1870." The south 
elevation of the main block has a center doorway on the first story that has four panels with sunken 
fields and bolection mouldings. There are sidelights with three lights over one panel and the sidelights 
run up beside the two-light transom. There is a five-bay porch with four chamfered posts with sawn 
brackets to either side. The front face of each post has a pyramidal plaque, and above it is a short 
bracket with a stylized volute at the top. The roof has two gabled dormers, each centered between the 
end bay and the next bay in, with a six-over-six sash and a plain fascia that is eared at the bottom. There 
is an interior brick chimney on each gable end. The house has a center-passage, single-pile plan with an 
ell on the east that has a side-passage, single-pile plan. The passage has a straight run stair on the west 
wall that has a large turned walnut newel with a bold um pattern. There are turned, tapered oak 
balusters that have a slight urn profile, and an open stringer with sawn, foliate brackets. The east room 
has a fireplace centered on the east, with a marbleized slate mantel that has a round-arched opening. 
The west room also has a marbleized slate mantel with a round-arched opening. 

Description: 
"The Pines" (Fort-Heine House) is located at 3713 Fels Lane in Ellicott City, in northeastern Howard 
County, Maryland. The house faces south toward Main Street, though set well back from it, and sits east 
of Fels Lane on a wooded lot that slopes down to the south and west and slopes up to the north. It is a 2-
Yi story, five-bay by two-bay rubble stone structure with a two-story, three-bay by one-bay stone wing 
on the east. It has a gable roof with asphalt shingles and an east-west ridge. There is a one-story, two
bay by one-bay frame addition on the east that has a CMU foundation, German siding, and a gable roof 
with asphalt shingles and an east-wes~ ridge. There is a smaller one-bay addition on the east of this 
addition, built of CMUs covered with German siding, and it wraps around the north side of the wing and 
main block. It is one story and has a CMU foundation, German siding over Celotex, and a flat roof. 

Exterior 
"The Pines" is built of the local granite which is roughly squared and brought to course, with finely cut 
granite lug sills and single-piece granite lintels. The mortar joints are thick and are slopped over the 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

Name 
Continuation Sheet 

Number_]_ Page 1 

Inventory No. H0-581 

edges of the stone and fill many of the drill holes. The mortar was painted a dark grey and penciled with 
white mortar joints, but the stone was not painted, nor roughcasted. It appears the mortar was used to 
even out the irregularities of the stone wall. This treatment survives especially under the south porch but 
can be found, too, on the south elevation of the wing and north elevation of the main block. The 
windows have six-over-six sash in frames that have a bead on the inner edge, and have blinds that are 
mortised and tenoned and pinned. They are hung on cast iron butt hinges that are stamped "PAT'D 
1870." 

The south elevation of the main block has a center doorway on the first story that has four panels with 
sunken fields and bolection mouldings. There are sidelights with three lights over one panel that is 
sunken and flat, and has quirked Greek ogee and fillet panel moulds. The sidelights run up beside the 
transom. The frame between the sidelights and door has a large bead on both comers. The two-light 
transom has a transom bar with a stylized water leaf moulding. There are two typical sash to either side 
of the doorway. There is a five-bay porch with a tongue-and-grooved deck, a soffit with random-width 
boards that have a bead on the edge, and four chamfered posts with sawn brackets to either side that are 
pierced and have a lobe at the top and bottom. The front face of each post has a pyramidal plaque, and 
above it is a short bracket with a stylized volute at the top. There is a wood box cornice, with an ogee at 
the top. Both comers of the porch are rotted. The porch is set on monolithic granite posts. The second 
story has five shorter six-over-six sash. There is a wood box cornice with returns. The roof has two 
gabled dormers, each centered between the end bay and the next bay in, with a six-over-six sash and a 
plain fascia that is eared at the bottom. The cheek walls have weatherboards. There is an interior brick 
chimney on each gable end. 

The wing is set back from the main block one bay, leaving part of the east elevation exposed. The east 
elevation of the main block has an original cellar entrance with stone cheek walls and a new door in the 
south bay. The door frame has a bead on the inner edge and has a stone lintel. The first story has a 
typical six-over-six sash and the second story a typical , shorter, six-over-six sash. The gable end has 
two shorter six-over-six sash, and there is a boxed raking eave. 

The south elevation of the ell has the stone toothed into the main block, even though the coursing does 
not align; the vertical mortar joints at the junction of the two sections alternate between being on the 
main block and being on the wing. The first story west bay has a door with four panels that have sunken 
fields and ogee-and-bevel panel moulds. The transom bar has a quirked Greek ogee and fillet above a 
large bead, and there is a two-light transom. There is one panel on the soffit and three on each jamb 
(one of each at the transom level), and they are sunken and flat, with quirked ogee-and-fillet panel 
moulds. The center and east bays each have a typical shorter six-over-six sash. The wing has a wood 
box cornice with returns and boxed raking eave, and there is an interior brick chimney centered on the 
east gable end. 
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The east elevation of the wing has no openings on the second story. The north elevation of the wing has 
a six-over-six sash in the center of the second story. The wing projects forward of the north face of the 
main block by a few feet. 

The first story of the north elevation of the main block is covered by the addition. There is a six-over
six sash between the first and second stories, just east of center. The second story has a six-over-six 
sash set between each end bay and the next bay in. The blinds here are missing. The wood box cornice 
matches the south elevation. 

The west elevation of the main block has a cellar entrance in the south bay. The stone cheek walls are 
now covered over, with a six-light sash in the wall and plywood and asphalt shingles covering the 
opening below the window, over top of the cheek walls. The south bay of each story has a six-over-six 
sash, with the upper one being shorter, and there is no opening in the north bay. The gable end has two 
six-over-six sash that are shorter than those of the second story. The raking eave is boxed. 

Interior, basement 
The basement has a concrete floor and rubble stone walls with whitewash. The joists are whitewashed 
and run north-south. Some are sash-sawn and others circular-sawn, and they are 3 by 10 inches and 
spaced 15 Yz to 16 Yz inches on centers. They are set into pockets in the stone wall and do not rest on a 
board. The joists have two rows of cross-bracing, fastened with cut nails. The flooring above is 
circular-sawn and runs east-west throughout. The fireplace trimmers have through-tenons into the joist 
headers, and they are not pegged. There is a ledger board on the joist header that supports one end of 
sash-sawn boards that in tum support the hearth. These boards are angled and rest on top of the stone 
frreplace support. Both fireplaces have this same construction. Above the hearth boards of the east 
hearth, at the north end, there is visible a board running north-south, with shorter, wedge-shaped boards 
nailed to it and running over to the header. Above this framed infill are boards running east-west, and 
these boards must now support the hearth. This appears to be a later addition or alteration, though it is 
difficult to observe, as if the hearth was originally built to support bricks in sand but now supports slate 
or tile. The west end hearth has brick and mortar above the hearth boards, visible near the north end. 
There is an in-filled opening in the floor beneath the frrst-story stairs, where a cellar stair must have 
been originally. The opening trimmer has through tenons with exposed face pegs. The infill is circular
sawn. There is also infill at the south end of the passage, probably for a large heating grate. The bottom 
of the newel post passes through the floor and has a wooden wedge through the center of it, tight up 
against the floor. There are two window openings on the south; the west one is blocked and the east one 
has a rebuilt frame with a three-over-one double-hung sash. On the west elevation the south bay has a 
doorway with infill and a sash in it. 
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The house has a center-passage, single-pile plan with an ell on the east that has a side-passage, single
pile plan and modem, non-historic additions on the north and on the east. 

The passage has random-width tongue-and-grooved pine flooring that runs east-west and varies between 
3 114 and 5 inches. The baseboard has a quirked ogee and bevel on top. The architrave has a quirked
ogee-and-astragal backhand, a broken field, and a bead on the inner edge; it is mitered at the comers. 
The front door has four panels with sunken fields and quirked-ogee-and-bevel panel moulds. It has a 
large cast iron rim lock marked "B. L. W.," with porcelain knobs. It has a patent date, but it is illegible 
due to heavy paint build-up. The door is hung on cast iron butt hinges with five knuckles and heavy 
paint. The two-light transom is mortised and tenoned and pinned. The three-light sidelights are carried 
up beside the transom and are also mortised and tenoned and pinned. So are the single panels at the 
bottom, which are sunken and flat and have panel moulds with a quirked ogee and a flattened bevel. 
There is a plumbing chase in both front comers of the passage. The west room door has four panels 
with sunken fields and quirked-ogee-and-bevel panel moulds. It has a new lock and one old hinge that 
is a cast iron butt with five knuckles and heavy paint. It originally had a rim lock on the passage side, so 
it must have been moved here from another location. The east door has four panels with sunken double 
fields and ogee moulds, and has all new hardware. The north end of the passage is now closed off, with 
a door. There is a straight run stair on the west wall that ascends to the north. It has a large turned 
walnut newel with a bold um pattern, an octagonal base, and a button on top. The walnut handrail is 
oval on the sides and humped in the center. There are turned, tapered oak balusters that have a slight um 
profile, and an open stringer with sawn, foliate brackets. 

The east room has plywood over the original floor and the baseboard has been removed. The architrave 
matches the passage. The window jambs have plain boards that are splayed. Below the sill is an ogee
and-bevel moulding. The six-over-six sash are mortised and tenoned and pinned at the comers and on 
one muntin to the rail. The ovolo muntins are deep and there are 10-inch by 16-inch lights. The sash 
have parting beads, but are not hung on weights. There is a window centered on the north wall that has 
been closed off, and the sash is missing. Beams have been added to the ceiling recently. There is a 
fireplace centered on the east, with a slate hearth and a brick firebox with straight jambs. There is a 
marbleized slate mantel that has a round-arched opening that is chamfered on the edges, and has a shield 
cartouche. The mantel has lost a lot of paint but may have originally imitated black and gold. The 
mantel shelf is scalloped, with a chamfered top edge. The wall to the north of the fireplace is hollow 
and must have had a doorway to the wing. There is a door on the west wall, near the north comer, that 
has been added later and has a new frame and architrave. It has four panels with sunken double fields. 
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The west room floor has mostly been replaced with plywood, but what remains matches the passage. 
The baseboard is gone. The architrave matches the passage and beams have been added to the ceiling. 
The sash match those in the east room. There is a window opening centered on the north wall that was 
closed off but has once again been exposed. The frame, sill, and sash are gone, and the stone jambs are 
splayed on the inner two thirds, with nailing blocks (most of which are gone, leaving only the pockets) 
for attaching the jamb boards. There were three nailers on each side. The wood lintel on the interior is 
mostly gone due to termite damage. There are pockets in the wall at the sill level, on the interior, either 
for the sill to be set into or, more likely, for a fourth nailer on each side. There is a seat built into the 
rubble wall on the exterior face for the granite sill to be set into. There is a fireplace centered on the 
west wall, with a slate hearth and a brick firebox with straight jambs. There is a marbleized slate mantel 
that has a round-arched opening that is cut with panels in the spandrels and has a keystone in the center. 

The addition on the north has a modern kitchen, bathroom, and other rooms. 

The wing passage has random-width tongue-and-grooved pine flooring that runs east-west and varies 
between 3 1;4 and 5 inches wide. The baseboard is plain. The architrave has a bead on the inner edge 
and is head-cut. The front (south) door has four panels with sunken fields and quirked-ogee-and-bevel 
moulds. It is built with through tenons with wedges, and no pins. It has a cast iron rim lock with a 
metal knob, and cast iron butt hinges with five knuckles, which appear to be plain. The two-light 
transom is mortised and tenoned and pinned. There is peg rail in the southwest corner but all of the pegs 
are missing. There is a straight run stair on the east wall that ascends to the north, with a winder at the 
top that turns to the west. It has an open stringer on the bottom half of the stair and appears not to have 
brackets. A closet has been built into the passage, and this wall blocks access to the stringer. The newel 
post is a Doric column/um hybrid that is long, thin, and tapered, but with an urn at the bottom and at the 
top. There are square-in-plan balusters and a three-quarter-round handrail. The doorway to the east 
room of the main block is closed off by the closet and has ductwork inserted into the space. The 
doorway jambs have two panels each, and the soffit appears to have one panel, all with sunken fields 
and quirked-Greek-ogee-and-fillet moulds. The rails and stiles are not mortised and tenoned and pinned. 
There is a doorway on the east to the east room of the wing. 

The east room of the wing has flooring, baseboard, and architrave that matches the wing passage. The 
windows have plain splayed jambs and plain boards under the sills. The sills have a bullnose moulding 
on the edge. The sash have parting beads, deep ovolo muntins, 10-inch by 12-inch lights, and no sash 
weights. There is a fireplace centered on the east, with a brick hearth and splayed brick jambs. It has a 
wood mantel with plain pilasters, a quirked ogee bed mould, and a plain shelf with rounded corners. To 
the south of the fireplace is a doorway closed off to create a closet. 
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The second-story plan matches the first. The stair landing has a semi-circular cut-out in the center, with 
matching continuous railing. There is a window set on the landing, with architrave that has a quirked
ogee-and-astragal backhand, no break in the field , and a large bead on the inner edge. It has plain 
splayed jambs. The sash have parting beads, deep ovolo muntins, IO-inch by 12-inch lights, and no sash 
weights. They are mortised and tenoned and pinned both at the comers, and one muntin to the rails. 
There is a bullnose on the sill. The stairs originally were open up to the attic, but are now closed off, 
with the semicircle of handrail and balusters removed and a new wall and door added. A door has also 
been added in the middle of the passage to make a separate apartment in the second story, with a room 
added at the south end of the passage for a modem bathroom. The window at the south end of the 
passage, now in this bathroom, matches the landing window but has IO-inch by 14-inch lights. The 
floor in the passage matches that of the original portions of the first story. The east and west doorway 
architrave matches the landing window. The east door has four panels with sunken fields and quirked
ogee-and-bevel panel moulds. It is hung on cast iron butt hinges with five knuckles, with heavy paint, 
and its mortise lock is missing. The west door is gone. 

The east chamber has plain baseboard and the windows match the south end of the passage. The 
architrave has an ogee-and-bevel backhand, with a large bead on the inner edge. The sill has a bullnose, 
with a quirked ogee and bevel below. There is a fireplace centered on the east with a hearth that appears 
to be slate, with new tiles on top. The firebox has splayed brick jambs with a parged surround. The 
wood mantel has plain pilaster strips, a quirked-ogee-and-bevel bed mould, and a frieze with coved 
inner bottom comers. The scalloped shelf has an ogee chamfer on the top edge. There is a closet added 
to the north of the fireplace, with a door that has four panels with sunken double fields. There is also a 
closet added in the southwest comer, with a door that has four panels with sunken fields. It has quirked
ogee-and-bevel moulds, new hinges, and a cast iron rim lock that appears to be labeled "B. L. W." and 
has a date that is illegible. The knob is missing. 

The west chamber flooring, baseboard, architrave, windows, fireplace, and mantel are identical to those 
in the east chamber. A kitchen has been added here. 

The second-story passage of the wing has a plain square newel at the top of the stairs, and a handrail that 
has a toad-back profile, but rather flattened. A closet bas been added at the south end of the passage. 
The west wall inside the closet has a doorway that has been closed off but originally connected to the 
east chamber in the main block. The door and architrave to the east chamber of the wing has been 
added, and there may never have been a door in this location, originally. 

The east chamber of the wing has tongue-and-grooved pine flooring that runs east-west and is of random 
width, between 2 Yi and 4 3/.i inches. The baseboard is plain and the windows have plaster on slightly-
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splayed jambs. The sash have 8-inch by 10-inch lights with ovolo muntins and no parting beads. They 
are mortised and tenoned and pinned both at the comers and one muntin to the rails. The window sills 
are low. A bathroom has been added in the southwest comer and a closet in the northeast comer. There 
was once a smaller closet on the east wall, north of the chimney stack. The ceiling follows the rafter 
pitch and the collar beams. 

Interior, attic 
The stairway is enclosed and continues to the attic with a landing at the west end, and has the same 
details as on the first story. There is a landing and a finished bathroom in the center, with one chamber 
to each side. They have drywall, all new trim and doors, and new dormer and gable-end sash. The floor 
is random-width tongue-and-grooved pine that varies between 3 and 5 inches, runs east-west, and is 
blind-nailed. 
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Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria , followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

Summary: 
The nine-acre parcel on which "The Pines" sits was purchased by Bernard Fort in 1848. Fort was born 
in Yorkshire, England in 1810 and came to Ellicott's Mills with his parents, William and Mary Fort, and 
his older brother, William, in 1830. Bernard was indentured to John Craven in 1824 as a cabinetmaker. 
His obituary describes him as a painter, cabinetmaker and undertaker. The 1876 tax assessment includes 
additional taxable assets, but unfortunately the assessor did not date these entries. The fust reads "New 
Improvements 2200." In October, 1877, the Ellicott City Times noted: "Mr. B. Fort of this city is 
moving into his new residence on Fell's street which he lately built." Thus, all of the available 
documentation indicates that Fort built a new stone house on the outskirts of Ellicott City perhaps 
beginning in 1876, and continuing through the summer of 1877. By 1876 Fort was over 65 and no 
doubt ready to retire. The new house must have been intended especially for his retirement, and the fact 
that he was older probably led to its finishes being more conservative. Fort's daughter, Kate married 
Francis Heine c. 1875 and in 1891 Francis Heine purchased "The Pines" for $3,000. Heine was station 
agent for the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. Kate Heine continued to live in her father's house until her 
death in 1924. At that time Kate 's son, Joseph purchased the house from his siblings and he remained at 
"The Pines" until selling it in 1945. He also worked for the B. & 0. Railroad. The house was converted 
to apartments using historic tax credits in 1986. The building has been acquired by Howard County 
government and awaits redevelopment at this time. 

Significance: 

The nine-acre parcel on which "The Pines" sits was purchased by Benjamin Harrison of "Linwood" in 
1845 for $1,000 and sold the following year for $1,300, but it is not known whether there were any 
improvements on the land at that time. It had been the property of Ellicott's Mills Postmaster John 
Butler and been foreclosed upon. In 1848 the purchaser, John Day, sold the lot to Bernard Fort. Day 
was listed in the 1860 census as a master stone mason, though whether he had any connection to the 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

Name 
Continuation Sheet 

Number_§____ Page 1 

Inventory No. H0-581 

construction of the stone house is not known. Fort was born in Silsden, Yorkshire, England in 1810 and 
came to Ellicott ' s Mills with his parents, William and Mary Fort, and his older brother, William, in 
1830. Bernard was indentured to John Craven in 1824 as a cabinetmaker. His obituary describes him as 
a painter, cabinetmaker and undertaker (a common pairing in the nineteenth century), and at least one 
piece of his furniture is in the collections of the Howard County Historical Society. Fort was the lowest 
bidder for the painting and glazing work on the new courthouse in Ellicott City in 1840 and was thus 
given the job. In the 1850 census he is listed as a house painter, while his brother advertised as a 
cabinetmaker and undertaker, with a hearse available when needed. William Fort won the bid to build 
the desks and chairs for the county clerk' s office in the new courthouse in 1841. Bernard may not have 
practiced his trade because it may have been that Ellicott City could not support another cabinetmaker at 
this time. An idea of Bernard Fort's adopted trade can be gleaned from an advertisement placed in 1851 
by Samuel Radcliffe, a house painter who had apprenticed with Fort. Radcliffe offered to do "House 
painting, whether plain, fancy or grained work as imitations of rose wood, mahogany, curled maple, oak, 
walnut, together with marbling, Egyptian, Italian, or American." He also would paint and letter signs 
and glaze windows. No doubt, he had learned all of his techniques from Fort. In 1850 Bernard was 
offering singing lessons in the basement of Emory Church. 1 

Bernard Fort was definitely working as a cabinetmaker and undertaker by 1857, when he sued Nelson 
Moore for payment of $10.00 owed Fort for two cottage bedsteads. The receipt, which contains Fort' s 
bill head, notes that he was located "near the railroad station." Fort purchased the present-day Phoenix 
Emporium building on the comer of Main Street and Maryland Avenue in 1858, but he may have been 
renting it from an earlier date. His switch to his original profession may have been caused by his brother 
William having abandoned cabinetmaking in the early 1850s. In 1854 a Rev. William Fort, formerly of 
Ellicott' s Mills, died in Baltimore at the age of 47. William Fort had been active in Emory Methodist 
Church in Ellicott City, and the age is right for this to be Bernard' s brother, but there is little information 
available with which to be certain. Bernard Fort had owned other property in Ellicott' s Mills, including 
a brick dwelling that he offered for sale in 1842. Whether or not he was successful in selling this 
property is not known, and neither is the whole history of his property ownership. A late spring storm in 
1858 caused flooding on Main Street that resulted in great damage to Fort' s establishment near the 

1 Baltimore Sun, 30 May 1837, p. 2. Letter, K. Virginia Crist to Howard County Historical Society, 3 September 1993. Ms. 
Cri st described herself as Bernard Fort's great-great granddaughter and reportedly had his indenture, account book, and some 
of hi s furniture in her possession. Baltimore Sun, 16 December 1895, p. 8, col. 2. Ellicott City (Maryland) Times, 21 
December I 895, p. 3, col. 4. Ken Short, "Howard County Courthouse," Ma1y land Inventory of Historic Places, H0-51 , 
(201 I), section 8-1 . U. S. Bureau of the Census, Howard District, Anne Arundel County, Maryland, I 850. Howard Gazette 
and General Advertiser (Ellicott 's Mills, Maryland) , 2 March 1850. Typed copy in Howard County Historical Society VF, 
"Bernard Fort." Howard Gazette and General Advertiser (Ellicott 's Mills, Maryland) , 18 January 1851 , p. 4. Howard 
Gazette and General Advertiser (Ellicott 's Mills, Maryland) , 19 October 1850. 
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depot. It was reported in the Baltimore Sun: "Mr. Bernard Fort, cabinet maker, sustained probably the 
greatest damage by the washing away of the bridge from the street to his manufactory and old 
warerooms, while his new warerooms, which are built over the street .. . were much damaged. Mr. Fort 
also lost about $200 worth of choice lumber and veneering." It is clear from the detailed description of 
the flood and the damage to various other properties that Fort' s business was in the lower part of town, 
and must have been in the Phoenix Emporium building. Fort was sued and forced to sell this building in 
1861 , though he apparentlf' retained the building as his business. By 1860 Fort described himself in the 
census as a cabinetmaker. 

Fort may have also been more deeply involved in building construction than just doing painting and 
glazing, as well, since there is a record of a law suit by William Dean against Fort and William J. 
Timanus in 1860. Timanus was a stone mason, a member of the well-known family of local builders, 
and the son of Jacob Timanus, Jr. , a stone mason who lived on Windsor Mill Road in Baltimore County. 
William is best known for superintending the construction of a number of lighthouses in California and 
Oregon between 1852 and 1854; his return to Baltimore turned tragic when his father, overcome with 
joy at his sons ' safe return, died suddenly. William was probably a cousin of Charles Timanus, Jr. , the 
contractor for the construction of the Howard County Courthouse, the Patapsco Female Institute, and the 
Baltimore House of Refuge, among other buildings. William Timanus was a member of the Board of 
Directors of Emory Methodist Episcopal Church in Ellicott City, as was William Fort, so between work 
and social connections it is no surprise that the Forts and Timanuses would have had business dealings 
between them. 3 

Fort ' s fust wife, Ann, must have died in late 1860 or early 1861 , initiating an odd series of transactions. 
Fort sold all of his property to William Spencer of Baltimore for only $1 ,000, clearly much less than 
what it was worth, in March 1861. Eight months later Spencer sold the same property to Elisa S. Hogan 
of Baltimore County for $2,000, and shortly afterward Fort married Elisa, who was 15 years his junior. 
Presumably, the marriage had been arranged prior to the sale of Fort' s property, and the sale must have 

2 Bernard Fort vs Nelson Moore, Howard County Historical Society, Main Street Ell icott City Business Receipts, V. l-H-4, 
Box I, L.2011.311.7.9. Baltimore Sun, I 0 February 1842, p. I , co l. 2. Baltimore Sun, 15 June 1858, p. 4, col. 3. For Fort' s 
brick house and business see Baltimore Sun, I 6 May 186 1, p. 3, col. 5. The whole history of this bui lding is not known at 
this time. Baltimore Sun, 6 April 1854, p. 2. U. S. Bureau of the Census, District 2, Howard County, Maryland, 1860. 

3 Howard County Historical Society, Courthouse Records, V.1 11-B-4, L.2013.46-26. Genealogy and Biography of Leading 
Families of the City of Baltimore and Baltimore County Mmy land. New York: Chapman Publishing Co., 1897, p. 259. 
Reports from the Court of Claims, Submitted to the House of Representatives during ... 1855-56. (Washington : Cornelius 
Wendell, 1856), Report C. C. No. 29, pp. 29-42. Baltimore Sun, 4 November 1854, p. I. Celia M. Holland, Ellicott City, 
Maryland: Mill Town, U.S.A . (Tuxedo, MD: author, 1970), pp. 111 , 138. Baltimore American, 15 November 1852, p. 3, col. 
I. 
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been part of the arrangement. Living with them in 1870 were Fort' s three daughters and a four-year-old 
son that he must have had with Elisa.4 

Perhaps at this time it is worth considering Fort's house, which was formerly dated to the 1850s. At the 
time of William Dean' s suit the sheriff made a schedule of Fort' s goods and chattels, which included 
"one ten acre lot of ground called Rebecca' s Lot adjoining Ellicotts Mills" and "Also mansion house & 
lot at Ellicotts Mills and lot of furniture." Clearly, Fort was living at the mansion house in town, not on 
the 10-acre lot along Fells Lane. The 1860 Martenet Map of Howard County shows Fort with several 
buildings in this area - what appears to be a duplex, or two adjacent houses immediately on Fels Lane, 
and another building to the east, perhaps where the existing stone house now sits. Mary Dorsey Heine 
Craggs, who grew up at "The Pines," recalled: "There was a tenant house below the main house and a 
large barn to the east of the house, as well as a springhouse." The tenant house was likely the building 
shown along the road on the map and the other building could have been the barn. One would not be 
surprised for Fort to have built a house shortly after purchasing the lot in 1848, though he continued to 
own the brick house and cabinetmaking shop by the depot. The tax records, however, do not note the 
construction of a stone house on this lot through 1865. The 1876 tax assessment (for Mrs. E. S. Fort) 
itemizes four different properties owned by Fort, beginning with a 7-acre lot with a house, valued at 
$1 ,200. The second was a woodlot worth $100, the third a brick house and lot worth $3,000 (probably 
across from the depot), and the last, the cabinet shop and lot worth $1 ,500 (presumably behind the brick 
house). After the 1876 entries the assessor added additional taxable assets, but unfortunately he did not 
date these entries. The first reads "New Improvements (to F. Heine pg. 340) 2200." On the other side 
of the ledger, for 1891 , it is noted that the 7-acre lot and house was transferred to Francis Heine, as were 
the "New Improvements on the same." Therefore, the new building added sometime after 1876, and 
worth a substantial amount, was built on Fort's large tract ofland where an earlier house remained. In 
October, 1877, the Ellicott City Times noted: "Mr. B. Fort of this city is moving into his new residence 
on Fell ' s street which he lately built." Thus, all of the available documentation indicates that Fort built a 
new stone house on the outskirts of Ellicott City perhaps beginning in 1876, and continuing through the 
summer of 1877. There is also a series of four mortgages from Elisa and Bernard Fort to The Land and 
Loan Association of Ellicott City, the first in December 1877 for $800, the next in September 1878 for 
$500, the third in September 1879, also for $500, and the last in October 1880 for $1 ,000. The first 
three are against all of the property that Elisa acquired from William Spencer, while the fourth is on only 
one of those lots (not the lot on Fels Lane). By 1879 the mortgages required that the Forts have the 
improvements insured against fire , but there is no indication what the sums of money were being used 
for. Most likely, the Forts had borrowed money with which to build the new house, and the mortgages 
were simply late in getting executed, or the bills from various workmen and suppliers were finally 

4 U. S. Bureau of the Census, District 2, Howard County, Maryland, 1860, 1870. 
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coming due after the house was completed and the Forts needed cash to make good on their accumulated 
debts. 5 

The heavy porch posts and brackets of Fort' s house would be rare in the 1850s, typically only seen on 
the grandest houses, such as those designed by N. G. Starkwether in the last half of the decade. 
Middling houses, such as Fort' s, begin to get these details in the 1860s, and they become much more 
common in the 1870s. As a cabinetmaker, Fort likely would have known design trends better than most, 
and porches are often altered to bring the house more up to date, so one must be wary of assessing the 
house solely on these details. There is no evidence that the porch was altered, though a complete rebuild 
might not leave any traces of the earlier structure. The shutter hinges have a patent date of 1870, so they 
must have been installed after this date, and they do not appear to be added. Since they are only one 
piece of evidence, they must be considered along with other features of the house. The window sash are 
also original, and the use of six-over-six sash were being phased out in the grandest houses in the 1850s. 
Most middling builders, however, continued to use them up to about 1870 or so. Their appearance here 
could argue that the house is earlier, or that the choice of finishes was conservative. Conversely, the 
front door with four panels with bolection moulds is a feature that fust appears in the 1860s but is much 
more common in the 1870s. On the interior, the bold, heavy newel post, the turned and tapered 
balusters, and the foliate sawn stair brackets became common in the houses of middling owners after the 
Civil War. The marbleized slate mantels are also typical in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, 
though they tend to be more common in Howard County late in the century and there is evidence that 
they were added later at "The Pines," probably to modernize the house. The wood mantels on the 
second story are simple and more typical of the 1850s. Bedrooms often were given lesser materials (i.e., 
wood), simpler treatments with fewer mouldings, and often somewhat outdated styles. Nonetheless, 
given what appears to be the conservative nature of Fort' s choices, it seems that these are original and 
indicate that the slate mantels are not. A further reason for this conclusion will be discussed below. 

The house has a traditional center-passage, single-pile plan, with the kitchen wing set on the east gable 
end. The location was no doubt driven by the topography, which slopes steeply up in the rear and would 
have made a kitchen on the back less than desirable. The kitchen is given a side passage, which is 
unusual but provides the flexibility for the second story chamber above, which could have been used by 

5 Bettie Heckman, "Historic Preservation Certification Application, 3713 Fels Lane," 1986. Copy fil ed at the Maryland 
Historical Trust. Jennifer Goold, "Fort-Heine House" (H0-581), Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties, 2004. Note that 
the buildings identified on the Sanborn maps in this inventory are not the Fort-Heine House, but are 8388 Court Ave. 
Howard County Historical Society, Courthouse Records, V.III-B-4, L.2013.46-26. Simon J. Martenet, Martenet's Map of 
Howard County, Maryland (Baltimore, 1860). Note in Fort-Heine House VF, Howard County Historical Society. Howard 
County Commissioners, Transfer Book, 1851-72, Maryland State Archives. Howard County Commissioners of the Tax, 
Assessment, District 2, 1876-96, Maryland State Archives. Ellicott City (Maryland) Times, 20 October 1877, p. 3, col. 6. 
Howard County Land Records, LJW 38-557; LJW 40-48; LJW 41-314; LJW 42-403 . 
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the family or by a servant. The room on the east of the main block must have been the dining room, 
since it was closest to the kitchen, with the room to the west functioning as the parlor. Of note is the 
exterior of the house, which had the mortar joints painted a dark grey to blend in with the stone, and then 
penciled with narrow, straight mortar joints in white paint. This finish was common with brick houses 
throughout the nineteenth century and has been observed in stone buildings, as well. It was likely 
intended from the beginning because the mortar joints were made very wide and the mortar was used to 
fill in drill holes left over from the quarrying process. Thus, the mortar was used to regularize the 
appearance of the roughly squared rubble stone, but it only would have worked if it was painted to blend 
in with the stone. There is no evidence that the stone itself was ever painted. This technique was one 
way to get the look of ashlar without going to the expense, since few home builders in Howard County 
could have afforded ashlar. As it was, Fort went to extra expense both to have the stone roughly 
squared, instead of being completely random, and of having the joints painted. The choice of building 
with the local granite, even though only using rubble, was clearly meant to make a statement about his 
status in the community. 

The arrangement of the passage flooring running side-to-side rather than front-to-back is very 
uncommon, though it requires less reconfiguring of the floor framing below. Running the flooring the 
length of the passage creates an optical illusion that the passage is longer, and was probably so common 
that no one gave any real thought to it. Its absence here suggests the possibility that the builder was 
inexperienced, and perhaps it was Fort, who certainly had the talent to build furniture and who had 
apparently turned his hand to house construction in other instances. The flooring is more typical of the 
1850s, since after the Civil War standard widths, especially of 3 to 4 inches, became common. Also 
unusual are the sidelights, which are carried up alongside the transom, rather than the transom carried 
across above the sidelights. It seems hard to believe that Fort would not have been aware of the 
common treatment, so perhaps this was an attempt to be a little bit innovative. If Fort built, and 
especially finished, his house, then it would not be surprising to find him building all of his own mantels 
out of wood, rather than buying them in slate. As a cabinetmaker and painter, he could have made 
mantels every bit as good and convincing as the slate ones, if he had wanted, and few would have been 
the wiser. While hardly conclusive, it, too, suggests that the slate mantels may have been added. The 
first-story fireplaces were designed for coal-burning inserts. The closer to Baltimore, or to any town, a 
house was, the more likely it was to have switched to coal, and the proximity to the railroad also made 
the switch more affordable. 

By 1876 Fort was over 65 and no doubt ready to retire. His obituary in 1895 states that he had given up 
cabinetmaking "about twenty years ago," which would fit with this timeline. He did, however, continue 
to operate as an undertaker. The new house must have been intended especially for his retirement, and 
the fact that he was older probably led to its finishes being more conservative. Fort' s daughter, Kate 
married Francis Heine c. 1875 and in 1880 they lived next to Bernard and Elisa, so perhaps they were in 
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the older house on the Fells Lane lot. Heine was a telegraph operator and later station agent for the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. Elisa Fort died c. 1881 , and shortly after her death the Heines moved in 
with Bernard. Elisa' s estate was not settled until 1891 , when the house "of granite, eligibly situated, 
capacious and of pleasing appearance" was offered for sale. Francis Heine purchased "The Pines" in 
1891 for $3 ,000, but Kate ' s sister, Annie Hipsley, brought suit against the trustee, claiming, among 
other things, that it sold for "a grossly inadequate price." The sale was ratified by the courts, however. 
Francis Heine took ill in 1903 and died in February 1904, at the age of 52. Kate Heine continued to live 
in her father ' s house, along with one of her daughters, Mary Heine Craggs and Craggs ' two daughters, 
until her death in 1924. At that time the Craggs moved to Baltimore and Kate ' s son, Joseph, purchased 
the house from his siblings. Joseph Heine also worked for the B. & 0. Railroad, and he remained at 
"The Pines" until selling it in 1945. The house then passed to Herbert and Carrie Medlar, and later to 
their daughter Carrie Medlar Cloukia, but it is not known whether they were related to the Heines.6 

The house was converted to apartments using historic tax credits in 1986, and this insured that a number 
of historic features were retained, but it appears likely that some features, especially doors, have been 
brought in, making it difficult to be certain which are original to the house. The exterior doors are likely 
original, though, since the panels on them match the panels on the jambs. The windows appear to be 
original, as well. There are concrete block additions to the north and east ends of the building, most 
likely added by the Medlars, and these were covered with wood siding as part of the 1986 renovations, 
making them blend better with the original structure. Some recent work on the house has included 
adding beams to the ceilings of the first story rooms in the main block and altering the floors, none of 
which was sympathetic to the house. This work has been suspended due to foreclosure, and the building 
has been acquired by Howard County government; it awaits redevelopment at this time. 

6 Baltimore Sun, 16 December 1895, p. 8, col. 2. Ellicott City Times, 21 December 1895, p. 3, col. 4. U. S. Bureau of the 
Census, District 2, Howard County, Maryland, 1880. Baltimore Sun, 28 February 1891 , Supplement, p. I, col. 3. Baltimore 
Sun, 17 June 1891 , Supplement, p. 2, cols. 3-4. Baltimore Sun, 8 August 1891 , Supplement, p. 2, col. 3. Baltimore Sun, 29 
June 1903, p. 10. Baltimore Sun, 14 February 1904, p. 4. Letter, K. Virginia Crist to Howard County Historical Society, 3 
September 1993 . 
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MD Wildman 

Gail Bleach I Mont. Co. 
Fells Lane 
Partnership I MD 

Carrie M. Cloukia I ? Gail Bleach I ? 

Margaret S. Muller, 
Dale E. Cloukia & 
wf Carrie M. I 

unmarried I Balto. City 
Howard 

Carrie Medlar, now Margaret S. 
Carrie M. Cloukia I Muller, unmarried I 
Howard Balto. City 

Thomas H. Hedrick I 
Carrie Medlar, 

Balto. City 
unmarried I 
Howard 

"The Pines" (Fort- e House) [H0-581] 
3713 Fels Lane, Ellicott City 

CHAIN OF TITLE 

DATE LIBER/ INSTRU-
FOLIO MENT 

30 April WAR Deed-
2013 14916-192 fee simple 

30 October MDR Deed - fee 
2003 8646-437 simple 

2 July 2002 
MDR Deed-

6283-70 fee simple 

15 April CMP Deed-
1986 1460-647 fee simple 

2 April CMP Deed-
1985 1336-269 fee simple 

5 March RHM Deed-
1956 279-144 fee simple 

5 March RHM Deed-
1956 279-142 fee simple 

19 October MWB Deed-
1955 274-39 ? 

CONSIDER 
-ATION 

$975,000 

$0 

$487,000 

$214,00 

$189,000 

$5.00 

$5 .00 

$5.00 

ACREAGE NOTES 

US Bankruptcy Ct. 

5.878 A 
Case #09-24355 
Wildman sole owner of 
Granite Manor LLC 

7 14 A 
- 1.372 A 

7 14 A 
- 1.372 A 

7 14 A 
- 1.372 A 

7 14 A 
DEC d. 31March1977 

- 1.372 A 

Begin @ stone marked 
7 14 A 

"43" - boundary of PFI 

7 14 A 

7 14 A 



"The Pines" (Fort- House) [H0-581] 
3713 Fels Lane, Ellicott City 

CHAIN OF TITLE 

GRANTOR/HOME GRANTEE/HOME DATE UBER/ INSTRU- CONSIDER ACREAGE NOTES 
FOLIO MENT -ATION 

Herbert Medlar Thomas H. Hedrick 19 October MWB Deed-
$5.00 7 114 A 

Carrie Medlar I Howard I Balto. City 1955 274-37 ? 

Joseph F. Heine & wf Herbert Medlar & 
14 

BMJr. Deed-
November $5.00 7 114 A 

Agnes M. I Howard wf Carrie I Howard 
1945 

187-309 fee simple 

Ernest Warner, 
Joseph F. Heine & 

28 June BMJr. Deed-
unmarried I Balto. City 

wf Agnes M. I 
1934 149-359 fee simple 

$5.00 7 114 A 
Howard 

Joseph F. Heine & wf Ernest Warner I 28 June BMJr. Deed-
$5.00 7 1/,. A 

AgnesM. Balto. City 1934 149-357 fee simple 

Mary H. Craggs I NYC 
Helen H. Gaither & hus. 

J. Norman I Denver, CO 
Wm. A. Heine & wf 

Agnes I Clark Co. , VA 
T. Ed. Heine & wf Mary C. Heine d. 1924 
Virginia I Fred. Co., VA Joseph F. Heine I 23 October HSK Deed-

$10.00 7 1/,. A 
Granters & grantee are 

Robt. M. Heine & wf Howard 1928 138-158 fee simple her children & only heirs 
Madrid I Chicago, IL Husb. predeceased her 

Marion H. Barth & hus. 
Geo. I Balto. City 

Katherine F. Heine, 
single I Balto. City 



"The Pines" (Fort-H House) [H0-581] 
3713 Fels Lane, Ellicott City 

CHAIN OF TITLE 

GRANTOR/HOME GRANTEE/HOME DATE UBER/ INSTRU- CONSIDER ACREAGE NOTES 
FOLIO MENT -ATION 

Equity Ct. decree 5 Nov. 
1890 

CD 7 '!.i A Heine et al v. Fort et al 
James Mackubin, 

Francis Heine I ? 
10 August JHO Deed-

$3 ,000 
Cl> ? Sale ratified 7'11 last 

trustee I ? 1891 57-525 ? ®? CD minus land sold to PFI 
®? 1864 

Cl> Bo. 1864 & ® 
®Bo. 1866 - leased 

William P. Spencer I Eliza S. Hogan I 
16 

WWW Deed-
November $2,000 ? 

Balto. City Balto. Co. 
1861 

21-517 fee simple 

Bernard Fort William P. Spencer 
9 March WWW Deed-

$1 ,000 ? 
1861 21-293 fee simple 

[Page missing - requested 

John Day & wf Sarah 26May 8- 9-3-36 
1-8-14] 

Bernard Fort 
Jane 1848 7 ARP 

Runs to Fell ' s Dwelling 
House 

Benjamin Harrison & 
John Day I Howard 

30 
6- Deed- 9-3-36 

p/o Rebecca' s Lot 
wf Mary Ann I Howard December $1 ,300 "near the Village of 
Dist. , AA 

Dist., AA 
1846 

516 Indenture ARP 
Ellicotts Mills" 

Ho. Equity Ct. decree 
John T.B. Dorsey I 

Benjamin Harrison 8 October 6- Deed- 9-3-36 
26 May 1845 

Howard Dist., AA, $1 ,000 Eliza D. Brookes et al v. 
Trustee 

I Howard Dist. , AA 1845 44 Indenture ARP 
John Butler et al 
Sale 2 July 1845 

Edward Dorsey of 
John White 4 July 1793 

NH 
Caleb 6-701 
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West and south elevations West room, view southwest 

H0-0581 2013-06-14 02 H0-0581 2013-06-14 13 - - - -
South elevation, front door West room mantel 

H0-0581 2013-06-14 03 H0-0581 2013-06-14 14 - - - -
South elevation, porch brackets East chamber mantel 

H0-0581 2013-06-14 04 H0-0581 2013-06-14 15 - - - -
South elevation, penciling Wing newel 

H0-0581 2013-06-14 05 H0-0581 2013-06-14 16 - - - -
South and east elevations Wing room, view southeast 

H0-0581 2013-06-14 06 - -
East elevation 

H0-0581 2013-06-14 07 - -
North elevation 

H0-0581 2013-06-14 08 - -
West elevation 

H0-0581 2013-06-14 09 - -
Newel 

H0-0581 2013-06-14 10 - -
East room, view southeast 

H0-0581 2013-06-14 11 
- -

East room mantel 



































































Fort - Heine House 
HO-581 
3713 Fels Lane, Ellicott City 
Howard County 
ca. 1855 
Private 

The Fort - Heine House is a ca. 1855, 2 1/2-story, 5-bay, end-gable, 39'x2r granite house with a ca. 1900, 

2-story, 3-bay, end gable, 26'xl8' granite addition and ca. 1950s-1960s CMU additions in good condition. 

The house was rehabbed in 1986 as a federal tax credit project. The ca. 1855 main house and ca. 1900 

addition are constructed of semi-coursed local granite. The ca. 1855 main house's primary facade faces 

south and a 1-story wood porch extends across the primary facade. The house retains many of its historic 

exterior features, including deep overhanging wood cornices on the house and porch, massive chamfered 

wood porch posts with lamb's tongue detailing, wood six-over-six windows, four-panel wood front door 

with three-light sidelights and a two-light transom. The ca. 1900 addition projects from the main house's 

east facade. The 1-story ca. 1950s-1960s CMU additions, which were clad in wood siding in 1986, wrap 

the east elevation of the ca. 1900 addition and the north elevations of the ca. 1900 addition and the ca. 

1855 main house. The Port - Heine House now contains five apartments. Many interior features remain 

intact and the original center-passage, hall and parlor floor plan remains legible. 

The Fort - Heine house contributes the Ellicott City Historic District. The house, which is set on six acres 

atop one of Ellicott City's prominent hillsides, represents the comfortable houses built by Ellicott City's 

leading craftsmen in the mid-19th century. It is significant because it embodies the key position that 

trained craftsmen held in the development of Ellicott City and characterizes the substantial quality of 

middle-class housing of the period and area. While the original house has a modest footprint, it is 

beautifully crafted of local granite and displays an imposing front facade. 

The house now commands an equally impressive site. However, as the Sanborn Maps for Ellicott City 

show, the character of the property surrounding the Fort - Heine House has changed dramatically over 

time. Houses and a shirt factory historically lined Pels Lane west of the house, there were houses perched 

on the steep hillside behind the house, and set along a footpath called Strawberry Lane east of the house. 

A waterway passed south of the house. The buildings along Pels Lane were demolished through the 

1970s as a "slum-clearing" project and apartments were built on property north of the Port-Heine House. 

A municipal parking lot is now located on property south of the house, adjacent to Main Street. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

Inventory No. HO-581 

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic Fort - Heine House (preferred) 

other Barnard Fort House 

2. Location 
street and number 3713 Fels Lane not for publication 

city, town Ellicott City vicinity 

county Howard County 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Granite Manor LLC (Ronald Wildman) 

street and number 4747 Bonnie Branch Road telephone 410-869-9999 

city, town Ellicott City state MD zip code 21043 

4. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Land Records liber 6283 folio 70 

city, town Columbia tax map 25 tax parcel 83 tax ID number 02-201259 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
. Contributing Resource in National Register District 
. Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
Recorded by HABS/HAER 
Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 
Other: 

6. Classification 

Category 
district 

J( building(s) 
structure 
site 
object 

Ownership 
public 

X private 
both 

Current Function 
agriculture 
commerce/trade 
defense 

X domestic 
education 
funerary 
government 
health care 
industry 

Resource Count 
_landscape 
_recreation/culture 
_religion 
_social 
Jransportation 
_work in progress 
_unknown 
_vacant/not in use 
other: 

Contributing 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 

Noncontributing 
0 buildings 
0 sites 
0 structures 
0 objects 
0 Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 



7. Description Inventory No. HO-581 

Condition 

excellent deteriorated 
X good ruins 

fair X altered 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and Its various elements as It 
exists today. 

Summary 
The Fort - Heine House (3713 Pels Lane), is a ca. 1855 granite house that is located in the ElHcott City Historic District in Howard 
County, Maryland. The house currently enjoys an almost 6-acre lot on one of Ellicott City's wooded hillsides and has a view to Main 
Street. The property slopes up to the north and east from Pels Lane and the house is set upon a plateau overlooking a lawn dotted with 
specimen trees. The property slopes steeply upward behind the house and the steep slope is overgrown with young trees. Northeast of 
the house, the land slopes down to a stream culvert, which is also wooded. The Fort - Heine House is currently the only building on 
the property, although plans have been submitted to construct three additional houses on the lot. 

The Fort - Heine House is a ca. 1855, 2 1/2-story, 5-bay, end-gable, 39'x2r granite house with a ca. 1900, 2-story, 3-bay, end gable, 
26'xl8' granite addition and ca. 1950s-1960s CMU additions in good condition. The house was rehabbed in 1986 as a federal tax 
credit project. The ca. 1855 main house and ca. 1900 addition are constructed of semi-coursed local granite. Stonework is beautifully 
executed, employing large, regular, gray stone with brown ferrous accents and white veining. Comer blocks are dressed to give the 
house sharp, fine massing and dressed stones are used for details such as sills and steps.' The house retains many of its historic 
exterior features, including deep overhanging wood cornices on the house and porch, massive chamfered wood porch posts with 
lamb's tongue detailing, wood six-over-six windows, four-panel wood front door with three-light sidelights and a two-light transom. 
The ca. 1855 main house has a pair of interior, end-gable brick stove chimneys. The ca. 1900 addition has one interior, end-gable 
brick stove chimney. The roof is asphalt on the ca. 1855 main house, the ca. 1900 granite addition, and one of the ca. 1950s-1960s 
CMU additions. The rear CMU additions have flat built-up roof membranes. The Fort - Heine House now contains five apartments. 
Many interior features remain intact and the original center-passage, hall and parlor floor plan remains legible. 

The house's primary facade faces south. A 1-story wood porch extends across the primary facade of the ca. 1855 main house. The ca. 
1900 granite addition projects from the main house's east facade. The 1-story ca. 1950s-1960s CMU additions, which were clad in 
wood siding in 1986, wrap the east elevation of the ca. 1900 addition and the north elevations of the ca. 1900 addition and the ca. 1855 
main house. Because the house has several additions, the description will address the visible sections of the ca. 1855 main house first, 
the visible sections of the ca. 1900 addition second, and the ca. 1986 additions last. 

The approximate date of construction for the ca. 1855 main house is derived from a combination of deeds and maps. Barnard Fort 
assembled the property between 1848 and 1858 and the house appears on the 1860 Martenet's Atlas of Ellicott City. The approximate 
date of construction for the ca. 1900 addition is derived from Sanborn Maps: the addition does not appear on the 1899 Sanborn Map 
of Ellicott City and does appear on the 1919 Sanborn Map. The date of construction for the 1950s-1960s wood additions is derived 
from the 1959 Sanborn Map and Part 1 for the 1986 federal tax credit rehabilitation. 

Main House (ca. 1855) - exterior 
The 5-bay primary facade of the ca. 1855 main house faces south and is symmetrical about its entry bay. The front door is a four 
panel wood door with three-light sidelights and a two-light transom. The deep reveal of the door opening created by the 1 1/2 -foot 
thick stone walls is paneled. A 1-story hip-roofed wood porch extends the full width of the front facade. The porch retains massive 
chamfered wood posts, wood brackets, and an 11-foot wide stair with a base that is a single, huge block of dressed granite. The 1st 
and 2nd floor window openings are graduated and are vertically aligned. Two dormer windows pierce the roof The dormers appear 
to have been reclad with recent wood siding and hold six-over six wood replacement windows. A pair of cellar windows is concealed 
under the porch. 

The west elevation of the ca. 1855 main house has one window opening at the 1st and 2nd floors, which are graduated and vertically 
aligned and are located south of the stove chimney, towards the front of the house. A pair of small windows flanks the chimney in the 
gable end and lights the attic. The cellar has one window opening, now partially covered by a bulkhead, which is vertically aligned 
with the 1 St and 2nd floor windows. 

The house has been repointed, presumably as part of the 1986 rehab, and recent mortar is exfoliating from the joints. 
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The 1st floor of the south elevation of the ca. 1855 main house is concealed by a ca. 1986 wood addition. Three 2nd-story window 
openings are visible above the addition. The eastern and western openings presumably light upstairs chambers, while the center, 
which is lower and offset to the east, lights the stair landing. 

Because, the ca. 1900 granite addition projects from the east elevation of the ca. 1855 main house, only a portion of the east elevation 
of the main house is visible. The configuration of the visible section of the east elevation of the ca. 1855 main house largely replicates 
that of the west elevation: it also has one window opening at both the 1st and 2nd floors, which are graduated and vertically aligned. 
Window openings are located south of the stove chimney, (and south of the addition) towards the front of the house. A pair of small 
windows flanks the chimney in the gable end and lights the attic. The cellar has a door opening, accessed by a set of granite stairs, 
which is vertically aligned with the 1 st and 2nd floor windows. 

Stone Addition (ca. 1900) - exterior 
The Heine family constructed the 2-story, 3-bay, granite addition in ca. 1900. The primary facade of the ca. 1900 addition faces south. 
The western bay is the entry bay. The door opening holds a wood four-panel door topped by a two-light transom. A narrow parged-
brick stoop with stone and concrete stairs leads to the entry door. Window openings are graduated and vertically aligned, and hold 
wood six-over-six windows. Ca. 1986 wood additions conceal the 1st floor of the east elevation of the granite addition. The 2nd floor 
is windowless. A ca. 1986 wood addition conceals the 1st floor of the north elevation of the granite addition. The 2nd floor has one 
window opening, which is roughly centered in the elevation. Because the addition is offset north of the house, a small section of the 
west elevation of the addition is visible, but does not have any openings. 

Ca. 1950 Additions - exterior 
When Gail Bleach bought the Fort-Heine House in 1985, the house had been subdivided into apartments and there were ca. 1950s-
1960s CMU additions the extended from the east end of the ca. 1900 addition and across the back of the house and additions. The 
additions were retained, clad with German siding, and fitted with six-over-six wood windows and older wood doors to better 
complement the original house. 

Interior 
The interior of the Fort - Heine has been altered to house five apartments, but many features remain intact and the original floor plan 
remains legible. In the main house, there is an apartment on each of the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd floors. The ca. 1900 addition is a single 
apartment and the 1950s-1960s additions east of the ca. 1900 addition is a single apartment. 

The 1st floor of the ca. 1855 Main House was the only section of the interior that was accessed. The ca. 1855 main house has a 
center-passage plan with two rooms of equal size on either side of the passage. The 1st floor retains the original stair with a 
substantial Italianate walnut newel post, pine floorboards, painted wood window and door trim, deep wood paneled window reveals, 
wood baseboards, and a pair of Italianate marbleized slate mantels. The 1st floor plan has been slightly altered for apartment use. In 
order to make the passage public space and the dining room and parlor private space, a door has been added under the stair to create a 
small hall at the back of the passage and two door openings have been cut to connect the living room and dining room to the hall and 
to the addition behind. There are two infilled openings in the western room downstairs. In the north wall, a window opening has 
been infilled. In the west wall, a door opening that led to the ca. 1900 addition has been infilled. The ca. 1950s addition houses the 
kitchen, breakfast room, bathroom, and a small bedroom for the 1st floor apartment, thus allowing the original floor plan to remain 
largely unaltered. 

Interior room use has changed over time. The 19th century Sanborn Maps show a 1-story building located behind and to the west of 
the main house. This could have served as a kitchen for the house, since there is no evidence of a previous kitchen ell or a kitchen in 
the basement. In that case, the eastern room would have probably been the original dining room and western room the parlor. By the 
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20th century, the one-story building is gone and the ca. 1900 addition had been constructed. If there was a kitchen in the 1st floor of 
the addition, the dining room and living rooms uses would likely have been transposed at that time. Since the Fort and Heine families 
each had eight children and a member of their extended family living in the house, all upstairs rooms in the main house and addition 
were presumably used as bedrooms. The 1950s-1960s CMU additions allowed the house to be split into apartments, each with 
kitchens and baths accommodated in the additions. 

Integrity 
The Fort - Heine House retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. The house, 
which is located in the Ellicott City Historic District, was built for a local cabinet maker, Barnard Fort, and remained in his family for 
nearly a century. The house, which is set on a six-acre wooded lot above main street, is beautifully constructed of local stone with a 
fine wood porch, and simple, elegant, interior volumes and detailing. The house, built by and for Ellicott City craftsmen, embodies 
the robust mid-19th century, middle-class workmanship of the area. Although the building has received additions and had minor 
alterations, the Fort - Heine House clearly retains the feeling and association of its original character. 



8. Significance Inventory No. HO-581 

Period 

_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
X_ 1800-1899 
X_ 1900-1999 

2000-

Areas of Significance 

agriculture 
archeology 

X_ architecture 
_ art 

comnnerce 
communications 
community planning 
conservation 

Check and justify below 

economics health/medicine performing arts 
education industry philosophy 
engineering invention politics/government 
entertainment/ landscape architecture religion 

recreation law science 
ethnic heritage literature X_ social history 
exploration/ maritime history transportation 
settlement military other: . 

Specific dates ca. 1855, ca. 1900, ca. 1950s, ca. 1960s, 1986 Architect/Builder unknown 

Construction dates ca. 1855, ca. 1900, ca. 1950s, ca. 1960s, 1986 

Evaluation for: 

. National Register _Maryland Register X not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

Summary 
The Fort - Heine house contributes the EUicott City Historic District. The house, which is set on six acres atop one of Ellicott City's 
prominent hillsides, represents the comfortable houses built by Ellicott City's prominent craftsmen in the mid-19th century. It is 
significant because it embodies the key position that trained craftsmen held in the development of Ellicott City and characterizes the 
substantial character of middle-class housing of the period and area. While the original house has a modest footprint, it is beautifully 
crafted of local granite and displays an imposing front facade. 

The house now commands an equally impressive site. However, as the Sanbom Maps for Ellicott City show, the character of the 
property surrounding the Fort - Heine House has changed dramatically over time. Houses and a shirt factory historically lined Fels 
Lane west of the house, there were houses perched on the steep hillside behind the house, and set along a footpath called Strawberry 
Lane east of the house. A waterway passed south of the house. The buildings along Fels Lane were demolished through the 1970s as 
a "slum-clearing" project and apartments were built on property north of the Fort-Heine House. A municipal parking lot is now 
located on property south of the house, adjacent to Main Street. 

Ownership and Occupancy 
Barnard Fort, an English-bom cabinetmaker, assembled the property that surrounds the Fort-Heine House between 1848 and 1858 and 
constructed the Fort - Heine House for his family in ca. 1855. By 1860, Fort (aged 50) lived at Ellicott's Mills with his wife Ann 
(aged 51) and their eight children. Samuel E. (aged 22) worked as a house painter, Barnard G. (aged 22) worked as a house painter, 
Edward (aged 20) worked as a cabinetmaker, William F. (aged 17), worked as a clerk, and Emma (aged 13), Zella (aged 11), Mary C. 
(aged 8), and Annie (aged 6) were all in school. In 1860, Barnard Fort's real estate was valued at $5000 and his personal estate was 
valued at $4000.^ 

In 1861, Fort sold the property to William P. Spencer, of Bahimore City, who sold it to Eliza S. Hogan later in that year. Eliza Hogan 
became Mrs. Barnard Fort soon thereafter. In 1870, Barnard (aged 60) lived with Eliza (aged 45), his daughters from his first 
marriage, Emma (aged 23), Cate [Mary C ] (aged 17), Anna (aged 15), and a young son John (aged 4).^ 

In 1890, the property was awarded to Francis Heine in the case of Heine, et al. ca. Fort et al. This case presumably awarded the house 
to the husband of Mary Catherine Heine (nee Fort) against either her stepmother or siblings. In 1900, Francis Heine (aged 49), who 
was a ticket agent for the railroad, lived on Fels Lane, with Mary Catherine (aged 47). Francis and Catherine Heine had eight children 
living with them: Mary (aged 24) - a telegraph operator, Joseph (aged 18) - a railroad clerk, Marion (aged 20) - a stenographer. 

" Department of Commerce - Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census of United States: 1860, Population Schedule, Ellicott Mills, 2nd District, Page 
46. 

^ Department of Commerce - Bureau of the Census, Ninth Census of United States: 1870, Population Schedule, Ellicott City, 2nd District, Page 
59. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of Inventory No. HO-581 

Historic Properties Form 

Name 
Continuation Sheet 

Number 8 Page 1 

Catherine (aged 16), Helen and William (aged 14), Robert (aged 8), and Edward (aged 6). Their niece Elizabeth Fort (aged 25) also 
lived in the house." 

In 1910, Francis Heine (aged 59) remained at the Fort-Heine House with three daughters, three sons, and his niece: Marion (aged 30) -
a stenographer at a gas company, Catherine (aged 26) - a stenographer at a engineering company, Helen (aged 24) - a public school 
teacher, William (aged 23) - an iron worker, Robert (aged 19) and John E. (aged 16). Elizabeth Fort (aged 37) was the family's house 
keeper.^ 

Although Francis is listed as a widower in 1910, in 1920 Catherine Heine (aged 66) is living on N. Frederick Pike with son Joseph 
(aged 39) - a railroad auditor, daughter Catherine (aged 36) a shipping board secretary, daughter Mary Craggs (aged 43), 
grandaughters Catherine (aged 16) and Frances (aged 13), and niece Elizabeth Fort (aged 48) - a house keeper.* Catherine also 
retained ownership of the Fort - Heine House after Francis' death. When she died intestate in 1924, she was survived by children 
Mary H. Craggs (New York City), Helen H. Gaither (Denver), William A. Heine (Clark County, VA), J. Edward Heine (Frederick 
County, VA), Robert M. Heine (Chicago), Marian H. Barth (Baltimore City), Katherine F. Heine (Baltimore City), and Joseph F. 
Heine (Howard County). 

Joseph F. Heine, the one Heine child to remain in Howard County, bought the property from his siblings in 1928. In 1930, Joseph 
(aged 48) lived at the Fort - Heine House with his sons John (aged 16) and Charles (aged 13). Elizabeth Fort (aged 58) was still 
boarding at the house.' Joseph owned the house until 1945, when he sold it to Herbert and Carrie Medlar. The Medlars divorced, 
Carrie Medlar kept the house, and she remarried Dale Cloukia. Dale died in 1977 and Carrie Cloukia sold the house to Gail Bleach in 
1985. In 1986 Ms. Bleach rehabilitated the house (which had been converted to apartments) using the Federal Historic Preservation 
Tax Credit and sold the property to Ronald Wildman in 2002. Mr. Wildman plans to subdivide the land and construct three additional 
houses on the property. 

* Department of Commerce - Bureau of the Census, Twelfth Census of United States: 1900, Population Schedule, ED 81, Sheet 3B. 
' Department of Commerce - Bureau of the Census, Thirteenth Census of United States: 1910, Population Schedule, ED 50, Sheet 38. 
' Department of Commerce - Bureau of the Census, Fourteenth Census of United States: 1920, Population Schedule, ED 57, Sheet 38. 
' Department of Commerce - Bureau of the Census, Fifteenth Census of United States: 1930, Population Schedule, ED 14-3, Sheet 68. 
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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 5.87 
Acreage of historical setting 7.25 
Quadrangle name Ellicott City Quadrangle scale: 1:24,000 

Verbal boundary description and justification 
The boundary corresponds to Howard County Map 25, Grid 7, Parcel 83, which is the buildings current legal lot. 
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Jennifer Goold, Historic Sites Surveyor 
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The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially aeated by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 
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HO_581 
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3713 Fels Lane, EUicott City 
Howard County 

CHAIN OF TITLE 

GRANTOR 
Fells Lane 
Partnership 

Gail Bleach 

Carrie Cloukia 

Margaret S. 
MuUer (City of 

Baltimore) 

Carrie M. 
Cloukia, 

previously Carrie 
Medlar (Howard 

County) 
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Hedrick (City of 
Baltimore" 

Herber Medlar 
and Carrie 

Medlar (Howard 
County) 

GRANTEE 
Ronald 

Wildman 

Fells Lane 
Partnership 

Gail 
Bleach 

Carrie M. 
Cloukia 
and Dale 

E. Cloukia 
(Howard 
County) 
Margaret 
S. Muller 
(City of 

Baltimore) 

Carrie 
Medlar 

(Howard 
County) 

Thomas H. 
Hendrick 
(City of 

Baltimore 

DATE 
07-02-
2002 

04-15-
1986 

04-02-
1985 

03-05-
1956 

03-05-
1956 

10-19-
1955 

10-19-
1955 

LIBER 
6283 

1460 

1336 

279 

279 

274 

274 

FOLIO 
70 

647 

269 

144 

142 

39 

37 

TRANS. 
Deed 

Deed 

Deed 

Deed 

Deed 

Deed 

Deed 

PRICE 
487,000 

214,000 

180,000 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

ACREAGE 
5.87 

t t 

(( 

7.25 + ? 

( 

COMMENTS 
Lot 1) 7.25 acre house lot Lot 4) also all that lot and the annual ground 

rent of 10.00 issuing and payable out of the same which is fourthly 
described in Deed from James Mackubin, Jr. to Francis Heine dated 8-
10-1891 in Liber 57, folio 525. Saving and Excepting 3) all that parcel 

of land containing 1.372 acres, taken by inquisition by the Board of 
County Commissioners for Howard County at Law Case NO. 4915 E. 

and recorded in Liber 417, fo. 468 
( t 

"; Dale E. Cloukia died March 31, 1977 

Lot 1) 7.25 acre house lot Lot 4) also all that lot and the annual ground 
rent of 10.00 issuing and payable out of the same which is fourthly 

described in Deed from James Mackubin, Jr. to Francis Heine dated 8-
10-1891 in Liber 57, folio 525. 

fc& 

(( 

t t 



Fort - Heine House 
3713 Pels Lane, Ellicott City 

Howard County 

HO-581 

CHAIN OF TITLE 

Joseph F. Heine 
and Agnes M 

Heine (Howard 
County) 

Ernest Warner 
(City of 

Baltimore) 

Joseph F. Heine 
and Agnes M. 

Heine 
Mary H. Craggs, 
et al. (New York 

City) 

George Barth, 
Trustee 

Francis Heine 
and Mary C. 

Heine, his wife 

Herbert 
Medlar and 

Carrie 
Medlar 

(Howard 
County) 

Joseph F. 
Heine and 
Agnes M. 

Heine 
(Howard 
County 
Ernest 

Warner 

Joseph F. 
Heine 

(Howard 
County) 

Joseph F. 
Heine 

James 
Mackubin 

11-14-
1945 

06-28-
1934 

06-28-
1934 

10-23-
1928 

12-24-
1929 

08-10-
1891 

187 

149 

149 

138 

138 

57 

309 

359 

357 

158 

157 

527 

Deed 

Deed 

Deed 

Deed 

Release 
of 

Mortgage 
Mortgage 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

10.00 

1.00 

3000.00 

7.25 + ? 

t ( 

n 

II 

II 

Lot 1) Being one of the lots or parcels of ground as described in a Deed 
dated June 28, 1934 (BMJR 149 folio 158). See also Deed dated October 
23, 1928 (SHK 138 folio 158) Lot 4) Also all that lot and the annual rent 
of $10 described in JHO 57 folio 525 (8-10-1891); Being also one of the 

lots described in the deed dated June 28, 1934 (BMJR 149 folio 359) 

Lot 1) 7.25 acre house lot Lot 4) also all that lot and the aimual ground 
rent of 10.00 issuing and payable out of the same which is fourthly 

described in Deed from James Mackubin, Jr. to Francis Heine dated 8-
10-1891 in Liber 57, folio 525. 

t « 

Lot 1) 7.25 acre house lot Lot 4) also all that lot and the annual ground 
rent of 10.00 issuing and payable out of the same which is fourthly 

described in Deed from James Mackubin, Jr. to Francis Heine dated 8-
10-1891 in Liber 57, folio 525.; Mary C. Heine died in 1924 leaving the 
property intestate. She was survived by her children Mary H Craggs, 

Helen H. Gaither, William A. Heine, J. Edward Heine, Robert M. Heine, 
Marian H. Berth, Katherine F. Heine and Joseph F. Heine 

Mortgage JHO No. 57, folio 527 (8-10-1891) for $3000 
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Fort - Heine House 
3713 Pels Lane, Ellicott City 

Howard County 

CHAIN OF TITLE 

James MacKubin, 
Trustee 

William Dawson 
Jr. and Harriet T. 

Dawson 
(Baltimore City) 

William D. 
Spencer 

(Baltimore City) 

Francis 
Heine 

Eliza S. 
Fort 

Eliza S. 
Hogan 

(Baltimore 
County) 

08-10-
1891 

02-24-
1866 

11-16-
1861 

57 

27 

21 

525 

57 

517 

Deed 

Deed 

Deed 

3000.00 

325.00 

2000.00 

7.25 + ? 

? 

7.25 acres 

By a decree of the Circuit Court for Howard County, In Equity, passed 
on the 5 November 1890, in the case of Heine, et al. vs. Fort et al.. Four 

lots: 
Lot 1) All that which John Day and wife conveyed to Bernard Fort by 
deed of 26 May 1848, in No. 8 fo. 7 Save that part thereof which said 

Fort and wife conveyed to the Patapsco Female Insititute by deed of the 
25 March 1864, No. 23 fo. 124. The part intended to be hereby 

conveyed having been lately surveyed, containing about 7 1/4 acres - the 
title of said Mrs. Fort thereto was acquired by deed from Wm. P. 

Spencer to her as Eliza S. Hogan, of 16 November 1861, in No. 21 fo. 
517. 

Lot 2) all that which Edward A. Talbott conveyed to Mrs. Fort by deed 
of 1 August 1864, in No. 23 fo. 320. 

Lot 3) All that which the Farmers' Bank of Maryland conveyed to said 
Mrs, Fort by deed of 2 July 1864 in No. 23, fo. 318 

Lot 4) Lot 57 of that described in a deed from Wm Dawson & wife to 
said Mrs. Fort, of 24 February 1866, in No. 27 fo. 57 

Lot 4) Lot 57 and Lot 61 in a deed of partition from 2 May 1836 
between Roger Brooks and others, trustees and Jonathon Ellicott 

Lotl 
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Fort - Heine House 
3713 Pels Lane, Ellicott City 

Howard County 

CHAIN OF TITLE 

Bernard Fort 
(Howard County) 

William P. 
Spencer 

(Baltimore 
City) 

03-09-
1861 

21 293 Deed 1000.00 7.25 Lot 1 is comprised of four lots: 
Lot lA) All the ground and improvements thereupon conveyed by Philip 

L George and wife to Bernard Fort by deed dated 21 April 1848 and 
recorded in No. 8 fo. 239 

Lot IB) All the ground and improvements conveyed to Fort by John Day 
and wife by deed dated 26 May 1848 and recorded in No. 8 fo. 7 

Lot IC) All the ground and improvements conveyed to Fort by — 
Putney and Wife by Deed dated 20th May 1858 and recorded in No. 21, 

fo. 246 
Lot ID) All the property which is the subject of an unrecorded 

agreement between John Day Bernard Fort, dated 20th January 1855 and 
is known as Lot No. 21 and so distinguished on the plat of property 

lately belonging to Andrew McLaughlin together with the improvments 
thereupon 



Fort - Heine House (HO-581) 
3713 Fels Lane, EUicott City 
Howard County 
Site Plan 



Fort - Heine House (HO-581) 
3713 Pels Lane, Ellicott City 
Howard County 
1860Martnenet's Map of Howard County 



Fort - Heine House (HO-581) 
3713 Fels Lane, Eiiicott City 
Howard County 
1878 Hopkins Atlas 
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Fort-Heine House (Barnard Fort House) 
3713 Fels Lane, Ellicott City 
Martenet's Map of Howard County Maryland, 1860 

G.M. Hopkins Atlas of Howard County, Maryland, 1878 



Fort - Heine House (HO-581) 
3713 Fels Lane, Ellicott City 
Howard County -
1899 Sanborn Map 



Fort - Heine House (HO-581) 
3713 Pels Lane, EUicott City 
Howard County 
1919 Sanborn Map - updated through 1959 
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Fort - Heine House (HO-581) 
3713 Pels Lane, Ellicott City 
Howard County 
USGS Ellicott City Quad 
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Fort-Heine House (Barnard Fort House) 
3713 Fels Lane, Ellicott City 
Ellicott City quad 1953, Photorevised 1966 and 1974 

Tax Map 25, Parcel 83 National Web Map Service 6" Orthophoto Map, c. 2010 



HO-581 
Fort-Heine House (Barnard Fort House) 
3713 Fels Lane, Ellicott City 
Photo by Jennifer K. Cosham, 12/5/2012 
South elevation 















































































Form 10-168 
Rev. 3/84 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

HO-581 
OMB Approved 
No. 1024-0009 
Expires 8/31/86 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION 
PART 1 - EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 

MPS Off ic» Ut t Only 

Project Numb«r: 

Inttruction*: Read the instructions carefully before completing application. No certification will be made unlets a completed application form hat 
been received. Use typewriter or print clearly In black ink. If additional space is needed, use continuation sheets or attach blank sheets. 

1. Name of property:. 

AddreM of property:. 3713 Fels Lane 

City. E l l i c o t t City nnunty Hovard State M s r y l s n r i Zip C o d e 2 1 i i k 3 -

Name of historic district:_ 

Ellicott City Historic District (National Register District) 
[3 National Register district D certified state or local district D potential historic district 

Check nature of raqunt: 

[ 3 certification that the building contributes to the significance of the above-named historic district for the purpose of rehabil itation. 

certif ication that the structure or building and, where appropriate, the land area on which such a structure or building is located contributes to 
the significance of the above-named historic district for a charitable contr ibut ion for conservation purposes. 

D certification that the building does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district. 
U preliminary determination for individual listing in the National Register. . . - - - -

U preliminary determination that a building located-with in a potential historic district contributes to the significance of the district. 

U preliminary determination that a building outside tf^e period or area of significance contributes to the significance of the district. 

Authorized project contact: 

Name Bettie Heckman 

Street 3233 Sharp Road 
State Marvland Z i p _ _ 2 1 J 3 f i _ 

Title partner 

, City . Glenwood 

.Telephone Number (during day): 3 0 1 l | l |2 $ 5 $ ^ 
*>•- - . .• — *.,v.*i.iV ' - ' - • . ' . 4 . ^ - , . , • r r . • . ' . ' ; , 

Name Fels Lane Partnership 

Street 

State M a r y l a n d 

3233 Sharp Road City. m e n v o n d 

Zip 21738 .Telephone Number (during day): 3 0 1 - i l ) l 2 - $ $ 5 i ^ 

I hereby attest that the information I have provided is, to the best of my knowledge, correct, and that I own the above-named property. 

Owner's Signature . . Date 
12/31/86 

Social Security Number or Taxpayer Identification Number. 

NPS Office Use Only 

The National Park Service has reviewed the "Historic Preservation Certification Application — Part 1 " for the above-named property and hereby deter
mines that the property: 

[ J contributes to the significance of the above-named district and is a "certified historic structure" for the purpose of rehabilitation. 
U contributes to the significance of the above-named district and is a "certified historic structure" for a charitable contribution for conservation pur

poses in accordance with the Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980. 
D does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district. 

Preliminary Determinations: 

D eppears to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely be listed in the National Register of Historic Places if nominated by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer according to the procedures set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

U does not appear to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely not be listed in the National Register. 
D appears to contribute to the significance of a potential historic district, which will likely be listed in the National Register of Historic Places if 

nominated by the State Historic Preservation Officer. 
D appears to contribute to the significance of a registered historic district but is outside the period or area of significance as documented in the 

National Register nomination or district documentation on file with the NPS. 
LJ does not appear to qualify as a certified historic structure. 

Date National Park Service Authorized Signature National Park Service Office 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
CERTIFICATION APPLICATION-

PART 1 

NPS Office U M Only HO-581 
3713 Fels Lane 

Property Nam* 

3713 Fels Lane, E l l c i o t t Ci tv , Mary land 
Property Addren 

— B e t t i e Heckman J 

Project Numt>er: 

sme/bocial becunty or laxpayer \0 Numtwr 

S. Oatcription of physical appaaranoa: 

Two and one-half story stone house with two story stone wing on the right side 
and a concrete block addition off the right end and across the back. The 
stone portion of the building was built circa 1850 with the main house having 
a central hall plan with single rooms off either side. The main portion of the 
house has a porch extending across the front and two roof dormers. The 
wood windows are six-over-six double hung and many of the louvered shutters have 
survived. The one-story block (concrete) addition includes a kitchen on the 
far right end and a series of rooms across the back. Prior to the rehabilitation 
work, a number of the historic rooms had been subdivided for more intensive 
apartment use. The building is situated on a small rise and backs up to a rather 
steep hill, providing a majestic view from the front while avoiding any visual 
intrusions within the district as a result of the one story block addition. The 
building currently has an asphalt roof and the full basement in the main portion 
of the house has recently been refurbished. Much of the interior wall finish and 
trim has survived along with a handsome central stairway and mantels on the first 
floor. 

Data of Con«ruction:_c. 1850s Source of Data: _ a r c h i v a l records and c o n s t r u c t i o n s t y l e 

Dated) of Alteration(1): C . 1 9 ^ 0 s 

Has building been moved? D yes S no. If so, when?. 

6. Statement of significance: 

This C. 1850 stone residence is representative of the middle class housing 
being built in Ellicott City during the period I85O-I90O. The building is 
very traditional in design with a center hall flanked by single rooms on either 
side and with a kitchen wing off to the side. It is built of materials very 
common to the Ellicott City area — that of granite and wood. It is within 
the bo\indary of the old corporate limits: of the time. 

The center hall of the first floor provides for a rather grard entrance for 
a building which except for fireplace mantels is rather void of ornate trim 
on the interior. The prominance of the entrance is further enhanced by the 
porch extending across the front of the main house — a feature very typical 
of housing in the Ellicott City area built during the later half of the 19th century. 

7. Photographs and maps. 

|;ch photographs and maps to application. 

Continuation sheets attached: yes no 
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B e t t i e Heckman 
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Fig.l Front elevation from street 
entrance. Existing porch before 
repair. View of house before work. 

Fig 2,. North elevation prior to 
work. Note block 1950s addition 
on end. 


