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- Jacob Zeltman Farm (H0-640) 
Continuation Sheet 7.2 
Description 

This dilapidated property, composed of two possibly turn-of-the
century buildings and nine outbuildings dating to the last fifty 
to sixty years, is currently utilized for stabling horses by 
George Zeltman. It is reached by means of Marshallee Road, part 
of a network of dirt roads running south from Montgomery Road. 
This road serves a number of contemporary dwellings and a 
subdivision development (Marshalee Estates) under construction on 
its northern edge. This property, probably originating in the 
late nineteenth century, had been occupied by tenants for some 
time when it was purchased by the parents of the current owner, 
George Zeltman, in 1915 from Mr. Bealmear. Part of approximately 
130 acres purchased in various transactions by the Zeltman's 
around that time, it was utilized by the owners for truck farming 
with the cultivation of peas, beans and potatoes. Decimated over 
the years, the property now comprises 15 1/2 acres, with private 
individuals maintaining their horses on the site by renting 
stable space and pasturage from the owner. 

The Zeltman's accumulated a few tracts of land in the second 
decade of the twentieth century. These tracts had originally 
been on the periphery of three large estates in the area: 

_.. Lyndwood, a.k.a. Marshallee (HO 366); Troy (HO 44), and the 
Rowles House (HO 530), which was built on a part of Troy. The 15 
1/2 acre parcel currently owned by George Zeltman is a small 
remnant of the 201 acres of land called "Troy", "Troy 
Resurveyed", "Addition to Troy" and "Herbert's Care", which was 
owned by William Rowles in the last quarter of the nineteenth 
century, and which was sold off in numerous small parcels. The 
Zeltman dwelling on the property may have originated as a tenant 
house while still owned by Rowles prior to 1891, or, more likely, 
was built by Edward and Florence Bealmear on the 61 acres they 
purchased from Rowles at that time. It had been utilized by 
tenant farmers for sometime, and was in very poor condition, when 
purchased by Jacob Zeltman in 1915. 

The building complex is located on a rise well above the 
floodplain formed by an unnamed intermittent tributary of Shallow 
Run. The dilapidated and run down appearance of the complex is 
exacerbated by the presence of many rusting hulks of old vehicles 
and trailers and piles of rubbish. The agricultural and domestic 
outbuildings, mostly constructed in the last fifty to sixty 
years, are clustered around a modest, three-bay wide frame 
farmhouse which crowns the knoll. This structure is ell shaped, 
with the main block oriented southward toward I-95, which 
traverses the lower fields, which are in pasture. 

The gable roof, clad with asphalt shingles, parallels the plane 
of this principal elevation. The dwelling, constructed on a 
stone foundation and clad with horizontal wood siding, features 
cornerboards and boxed cornices, with a full width, one-story 
porch sheltering the center entrance, the secondary new entrance 
on the west and window on the east. The entry has a three part 



Jacob Zeltman Farm (H0-640) 
Continuation Sheet 7.2 
Description 

narrow transom, and small two light sidelights above solid 
panelled sections on either side. Simple brick chimneys are 
located inside each of the end walls. The fenestration consists 
of six-over-six lights on the south elevation, with a single two
over-two light in the lower level of the west end wall, and a 
six-over-six light in the lower level of the east wall. 

A two story, gable roofed ell, two bays deep and one bay wide, is 
centered on the north wall of the main block. A one story, 
partially enclosed, shed roofed porch was constructed in the east 
inner angle of the main block and ell. One six-over-six light is 
located in the east bay of the north wall of the ell on the first 
level. On the east elevation of the ell one doorway accesses the 
kitchen, whereas another provides inner circulation from the 
kitchen to the enclosed portion of the side pantry. One window, 
located at the second level, is centered on the east wall and has 
six-over-six lights. On the west wall, a doorway in the north 
bay provides another outside entrance to the kitchen wing. A 
two-over-two light is located in the same level in the adjacent 
bay, whereas a six-over-six light sash window is centered on the 
void between the two openings below it. 

-- Because of considerable damage incurred by the west wing of the 
main block in an electrical fire, much of that portion of the 
structure was rebuilt, accounting for the seam in the cladding on 
the principal elevation. A large bathroom was constructed in the 
lower level of that part, with a new door constructed in the west 
bay to access it. A frame shelter was constructed in the west 
end wall over the bulkhead entrance to the basement at the same 
time. 

Only one structure dates to the same general period of the 
dwelling, a large frame bank barn located southwest of the 
dwelling. With a fairly new metal roof and vertical siding, plus 
numerous replacement framing members on the inside, it is banked 
into a hill on the northeast with overhanging forebays confined 
to the west end. Earthern ramps are located on both the north 
and south flanks of the gable roofed structure, allowing access 
to the threshing floor in the center through large roller doors 
entered on both sides. In recent years a number of metal roofed 
sheds have been constructed off of the southwest corner of the 
barn at a lower level to provide shelter for horses, which are 
cared for entirely by their owners in rented spaces. 

All of the remaining frame outbuildings have been constructed 
within the last five or six decades. A machine shed is located 
northwest of the house, with a smokehouse and pump located 
immediately to the east of it. A chicken house, a small barn, 
and numerous sheds comprise the remaining structures. 



Jacob Zeltman Farm CH0-640) 
Continuation Sheet 8.2 
Statement of Significance 

This modest property, originating as a late nineteenth century 
farm, but currently composed of buildings constructed in the last 
five or six decades, has lost considerable integrity. Not only 
has it been subjected to a radical reduction of the acreage to 
about one-eighth of its former size, but construction of a 
housing subdivision is occurring on its northern flank, along 
with isolated modern buildings on its periphery. The principal 
building on the site, an ell shaped frame dwelling, has been 
subject to considerable alteration as the result of an electrical 
fire, requiring the re-construction of much of the west end of 
the main block. A bathroom was constructed at that time in the 
west bay, with a window replaced by a door in the principal 
elevation. 

The property is currently being utilized for the boarding of 
horses, and has not been used for cultivation, its original 
function, for some time. 

Built on a very small, peripheral and insignificant remnant of 
the Troy estate, sold by Anthony Johnson to William Rowles in 
1857, then largely liquidated by Rowles in numerous transactions 
between 1861 and 1913, the property has no significant historical 
connections which would warrant its being included in the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
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