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HO-69
Walker-Kinsey Houses
8180 Main Street in Ellicott City
Private

Description:
The Walker-Kinsey Houses face south toward the road and are set right up on the sidewalk.
Though built as a duplex, they have been combined into a single building for decades. The
building is a 2 I/2-story, four-bay by one-bay rubble stone structure banked into the hill on the
north, with the basement exposed on the south, or street, elevation. The south, east, and, where
exposed, west elevation stonework is partly dressed and is coursed, while the north elevation is
random rubble. The gable roof has wood shingles and an east-west ridge. On the south
elevation, the basement has a new, wood door with nine lights over two panels in each of the two
center bays. The end bays each have a three-sided store front bay window with brick at the base
and steel frame with large plate-glass windows and wood divisions on the interior. The first
story also has a door in both center bays, each with two round-arched lights above two panels.
There are four-light transoms. There is an open porch on 4 by 4 posts, with square balusters. It
extends across all four bays and continues one bay to the east, where a wood stairway is
attached. The north elevation on the first story level, has a shed-roofed addition. The basement
is one large, open space with fireplaces centered on the east and west elevations. There are
winder staircases in the southeast and southwest comers, next to the fireplaces, and they rise all
the way to the attic. There are also fireplaces centered on the east and west gable-end walls on
the first and second stories. The western fireplaces retain their original mantels.

Significance:
The land upon which the double house is built was part of the Ellicott family's property and was
divided amongst them in 1830, with Samuel Ellicott receiving this portion. In 1833 Samuel
deeded the development rights to Alexander Walker of Ame Anmdel County. The Walker lot is
shown on a plat of a further division of Ellicott property made in 1839, and the shading of the lot
suggests the possibility that there is a building filling the entire parcel. Thus, it would appear
from the records that the double house was built between 1833 and 1839. It was clearly built as
two identical, mirror-image units, generally with a single room on each floor. The basement
contained the kitchen, with exterior access on the street front. The primary entrance for each unit
was on the first story, only accessible via a front porch with stairs. This room must have
functioned as a living/dining/social space, and was heated. Everything about these double
houses suggest that they were built as rental properties, though, since Walker was single when
the two houses were built, one of them may have been more than sufficient for him, while the
other could have provided some income. Alexander Walker died in 1860 and left all his real
estate and personal property to his widow, Jane. The property was sold in 1864 to Henry P.
Chandlee, who is listed as being a resident of washington, D. C.; however, Chandlee advertised
his new store in Ellicott's Mills in 1855. Chandlee sold the Walker property in 1865 to Isaiah
Kinsey, a 34-year-old shoemaker who had lived in Ellicott City at least by 1860. Isaiah died in
December 1885, at the age of 54, and his widow, Mary, purchased the houses from his estate and
retained them up to her death in March 1906. Thus, it appears that Mary continued the operation
of her late husband's store, and since she did not own any other buildings, the implication is that
she continued to live here, as well.

Maryland Historical Trust
Maryland Inventory of
Historic Properties Form
1. Name of Pro

Inventory No. HO-69

(indicate preferred name)

historic

Walker-Kinsey Houses

other

Walker-Chandler House, Ellicott' s Country store

2. Location
street and number

8180 Main street

city, town

Ellicott city

co u nty

Howard

3. Owner of property
name

not for publication

vicinity

(give namesand mailing addressesofall owners)

R/E Group Inc.

street and number

city, town

8318 Forrest st., Suite 200

telephone

Ellicott city

state

MD

zip code

21043

4. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.
city, town

Howard county courthouse

Ellicott city

taxmap 25A

liber
taxparcel

16941 folio 1

6

tax lD number

5. Primary Location of Additional Data
Contributing Resource in National Register District
Contributing Resource in Local Historic District

Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register

Recorded by HABS/HAER
Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT
Other:

6. Classification
Category

=giusi:::ntg(s)
structure
site

_Object

Ownersh ip

I:::::e
both

Resource Count

Current Function

_agriculture
X

commeroe/trade
defense
domestic
education
funerary

_government
health care
industry

landscape

recreat i o n/cu ltu re

Contributing

buildings

religion

social
transportation
work in progress
unknown

vacant/not in use
other:

0

0
0

s ites
stru ctu res
Objects

0

Tota I

Number of contributing Resources
previously listed in the Inventory
1

®

Noncontributing

1

7. Description

Inventory No. HO-69

Condition
excellent

X_ good
fair

deteriorated

ruins
altered

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it
exists today.

Summary:
The Walker-Kinsey Houses face south toward the road and are set right up on the sidewalk. Though
built as a duplex, they have been combined into a single building for decades. The building is a 2 I/2story, four-bay by one-bay rubble stone structure banked into the hill on the north, with the basement
exposed on the south, or street, elevation. The south, east, and, where exposed, west elevation
stonework is partly dressed and is coursed, while the north elevation is random rubble. The gable roof
has wood shingles and an east-west ridge. On the south elevation, the basement has a new, wood door
with nine lights over two panels in each of the two center bays. The end bays each have a three-sided
store front bay window with brick at the base and steel frame with large plate-glass windows and wood
divisions on the interior. The first story also has a door in both center bays, each with two round-arched
lights above two panels. There are four-light transoms. There is an open porch on 4 by 4 posts, with
square balusters. It extends across all four bays and continues one bay to the east, where a wood
stairway is attached. The north elevation on the first story level, has a shed-roofed addition. The
basement is one large, open space with fireplaces centered on the east and west elevations. There are
winder staircases in the southeast and southwest comers, next to the fireplaces, and they rise all the way
to the attic. There are also fireplaces centered on the east and west gable-end walls on the first and
second stories. The western fireplaces retain their original mantels.

Description:
The Walker-Kinsey Houses are located at 8180 Main Street in Ellicott City, Maryland. They face south
toward the road and are set right up on the sidewalk. Though built as a duplex, they have been
combined into a single building for decades.
Exterior:

The building is a 2 I/2-story, four-bay by one-bay rubble stone structure banked into the hill on the north,
with the basement exposed on the south, or street, elevation. The south, east, and, where exposed, west
elevation stonework is partly dressed and is coursed, while the north elevation is random rubble. The
gable roof has wood shingles and an east-west ridge.

On the south elevation, the basement has a new, wood door with nine lights over two panels in each of
the two center bays. The frames have a large bead on the imer edge, and there are monolithic stone
lintels. The end bays each have a three-sided store front bay window with brick at the base and steel
frame with large plate-glass windows and wood divisions on the interior. The first story also has a door
in both center bays, each with two round-arched lights above two panels. There are four-light transoms
and the jambs have a single sunken panel below the transom bar and another above it. The soffit is also
a single panel. The transom bars have two rabbets in them, with a fillet and quirked bead below them.
The end bays have modem wood six-over-six sash with wood sills. All of the openings have blinds and
a monolithic stone lintel. There is an open porch on 4 by 4 posts, with square balusters. It extends
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across all four bays and continues one bay to the east, where a wood stairway is attached. This stairway
ascends to the south from the north side of the porch. The second story has four modem wood six-oversix sash with wood sills, and all of the openings have blinds and a monolithic stone lintel. There is a
wood box cornice. The roof has interior brick chimneys on each gable end and dormers between the end
and center bays. They have a modem wood six-over-six sash, diagonal flush-board cheek walls, and a
gable roof.

The east elevation has a small boarded-up opening near the north comer of the basement. This appears
to have been cut through at a later date. There are no openings on the first or second stories. The gable
end has two modem wood six-over-six sash with wood sills and blinds. There are tapered rake boards.
The north elevation basement is banked into the hill. The hill is dug out on the first story level, with a
shed-roofed addition that has modem German siding and asphalt shingles on the roof. The second story
has four modem wood six-over-six sash with wood sills. All of the openings have blinds and a
monolithic stone lintel that is more crudely cut than on the south elevation. There is a wood box
cornice.

The west elevation is mostly covered by later buildings added against this one, but there is a sally port at
the basement level, which exposes the basement wall. There are no openings in this part of the wall.
Interior, basement
The basement is one large, open space with 3 I/4-inch tongue-and-grooved pine flooring that runs eastwest. The walls are mostly furred out and drywalled, though there is some plaster on stone. The first
story joists and flooring above are exposed. The joists are sash-sawn, are 2 % to 3 inches wide and 10 I/2
inches deep, are spaced 20 I/2 to 23 % inches on centers, and run north-south. They have no traces of

paint and have plaster lath nail holes in the bottom face. The flooring above is sash-sawn, randomwidth, and tongue-and-grooved. In the south wall, above the door in the west-center bay, is a header
that has a through tenon with an exposed peg into joists to either side of the door. This header is set
several inches to the north of the south wall, and it takes two joists that have center tenons into the
header. A similar header arrangement is over the east-center bay door, but this header is set against the
wall, which offsets the joints from the two headers into the center joist/trimmer. This center
joist/trimmer is no larger than the otherjoists. The store fronts in the east and west bays are identical.
They have 2 3/8-inch tongue-and-grooved pine on the raised floor, with carpet tack holes in the flooring.
The soffit is painted bead-board. The jambs have one panel each, and they are sunken and flat, with
ogee and bevel panel moulds. Below the paint is dark, vamished wood. The windows have fake wood
muntins, but the sill of the store fronts looks much older. There are fireplaces centered on the east and
west elevations, with new brick hearths laid in concrete and splayed stone jambs. The eastern fireplace
has two original iron eyes for a crane, with a modem crane replacing the original. The western fireplace
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has only the top iron eye for a crane, and this eye has a short vertical bar underneath of the eye, with a
wrought spike through the bottom of the bar into the stonework. The openings are roughly 4 feet square.
The north wall is completely covered over, with a locked door in it, and what is visible is not old. There
are winder staircases in the southeast and southwest comers, next to the fireplaces, and have all-new
risers and treads. There are new showcases set beneath them. The fireplace hearths on the first story
have trimmers to each side, with through tenons into the joist and exposed pegs. The boards under the
hearth are supported by a ledger board on the joist and by a beam set against the fireplace wall. This
beani is hung on wood ledger boards on the trimmers. To the south side of the south trimmer is another
trimmer that picks up a short joist under the stair landing. This joist has a center tenon in an open
mortise in the trimmer.
Interior, first story
The first story is divided into two rooms by a north-south partition wall in the center. This wall has two
doorways in it, with new architrave that matches the old. The wall was removed during examination of
the building, and had downbraces running from the center of the joist above to the front and rear ends of
the joist below. The east room has carpeting, plain baseboard, and new wood sash. There is a fireplace
centered on the east, with splayed, parged jambs and a new, large hearth and new firebox floor. There is
all-new wood paneling in the center of the wall, and a new built-in to the north of the fireplace. To the
south of the fireplace is an enclosed winder stair with new trim over top of the old. The treads have cut
nails. The stair once had a door on the section going up to the second story, with three steps below this
doorway. The window in the east bay of the south wall has an old wood sill, with new boardjanbs and
new plain trim. The door in the east-center bay is new, as are the transom, transom bar, and the trim.
The jambs have one tall panel, with one panel at transom level and one on the soffit; they are sunken and
flat, with ogee panel moulds. The north wall is mostly covered by new material. It has a doorway to the
east, with a flush door and new trim, but has old, plain jamb boards. It is unclean whether these are
original or later. This doorway leads to the addition on the rear.

The west room is a mirror image of the east room and has matting on the floor and plain baseboard. The
fireplace on the west wall has a hearth of all-new brick laid in concrete, and has splayed, parged jambs.
There is a wood mantel with pilaster strips that have two rabbets, and a plain frieze with two rabbets.
The bed mould has fillets above and below a cavetto and bead. The mantel shelf is new. The enclosed
winder stair to the south of the fireplace has cut nails in the treads. The stairs below the doorway have
an old railing with a square newel, square-in-plan balusters and a simple rectangular-in-section handrail.
The only nails visible are wire nails, but the material is very old, and it is unclear whether the nails were
added to strengthen the railing or whether the railing is brought in. There is one piece of original
architrave on the north jamb of the ascending stairway, because the railing is attached here; the
architrave has one rabbet in the center and a bead on the inner edge. There is new trim around the
descending staircase. The door, trim, and transom in the south elevation, west-center bay is all new.
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The west bay window has a new wood sash, old sill, newjamb and soffit boards, and no architrave. The
walls are furred out and appear to be drywalled beneath wallpaper. The north wall has a doorway in the
west bay, with a new door, trim, and jambs. There is a window opening to the east of it, with new trim
and jamb boards.
The northwest room in the addition has no old material exposed except perhaps for the 2 I/2-inch pine
flooring that runs east-west and is refinished so that it looks rather new. The northeast room in the
addition has linoleum over plywood. There are no historical features visible except for a stud in the
west wall which is sash-sawn but was never lathed and only had drywall. The original north wall of the
building is exposed on the south. It is painted white and has drill holes in the stone and V-pointing.
There is a window opening in the east-center bay with a wood sill, a large quirked bead on the inner
edge, no parting beads, and shutter hinges with two knuckles.
Interior, second story
The second story has a two-room plan like the first story. The east room has a fireplace centered on the
east wall, with an original brick hearth and splayed, parged jambs. It has a wood mantel with pilaster
strips with chanifers and applied plaques that have a round arch on top. The frieze has cove cuts on the
bottom, inner side, and an applied plaque in the center with quadrant comers. There are applied brackets
on each end, under the shelf, of 1 -inch thick boards applied on their face. The bed mould has a quirked
ogee and bevel. The scalloped shelf has a bevel cut on the top outer edge. This mantel appears to have
been in this location a long time, not added recently. To the north of the fireplace is an original closet,
with architrave that has one rabbet in the center and a small quirked bead on the inner edge. The door is
missing and there are new shelves inside. The stairway to the south of the fireplace had doors on both
the ascending and descending stair openings, but both of them are gone. The architrave is original, with
a single rabbet in the center, a quirked bead on the inner edge, and it is mitered at the comers. The
treads have cut nails, and there are two steps below the doorway going up. The sash are all new but
have original wood sills, straight plastered jambs, and no architrave. The west ®artition) wall has
drywall, new baseboard, and new architrave on the doorway. The flooring is random-width tongue-and-

grooved pine that runs east-west and varies between 5 and 8 % inches. One joist below is visible and
appears to have white paint on its west face. It is near the fireplace wall, between the fireplace and the
closet. The floor has carpet tack holes with the ghosts of earlier walls, showing that there was a partition
wall about 3 feet west of the stairway that ran north-south from the south wall to north of the stairway,
and closed off the chambers from the stairs. There are three patches in the floor, opposite the door

jambs of the stairs down, probably for the studs framing a doorway in this missing partition wall. There
is also the ghost of a wall running east-west from the north end of the stairs, west to one of these
patches. This wall apparently did not continue straight west to the surviving partition wall between the
two houses. Rather, the missing north-south wall appears to have continued to the north several feet,
and then tuned due west to the partition wall.
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The west chamber is divided into two rooms by an east-west wall between the stairs and the fireplace.
The southwest chanber includes the winder stair in the southwest comer. It is a mirror image of the
southeast stair, with the same details. The flooring, baseboard, and windows are also the same as the
east chamber. There are two patches in the flooring, about 3 feet east of the stairs down, but there are
fewer carpet tack holes in the floor, making indistinct ghosts of possible earlier walls. The partition wall
between the southwest and northwest chambers is offset slightly from the north wall of the stairway, and
has a doorway in it that is set to the east of the patches in the floor. The door is missing but the
architrave matches that on the stairway and in the east chamber. This wall is probably later and thus the
architrave re-used, but this assumption could not be confirmed at this time.

The northwest chamber has typical flooring, baseboard, and windows, and the north and west walls are
plaster on stone. There is a fireplace centered on the whole west wall, so it is off-centered in the room.
It has an original brick hearth and splayed, parged jambs. There is a wood mantel with pilaster strips
that have two rabbets. There are rudimentary capitals that simply consist of a fillet, and the frieze has
two rabbets. The bed mould has a fillet above a cavetto and bead, and there is a rabbet run on the edge
of the mantel shelf. There is a closet to the north of the fireplace, with typical architrave, but the door is
missing and there are no old features on the interior.
Interior, Attic

This space is also divided in two by a north-south partition wall that has a doorway in it. The flooring
matches the second story and there is plain baseboard. There are knee walls, with drywall on the rafters
and collar beams. The east attic has an exposed brick chimney on the east, with the top courses
corbelled to the east. The brick is toothed in to the stone wall. The windows to each side are new but
have old sills. The stair railing has three horizontal rails of 1 by 6s, and the newel is square with
rounded top edges. The single southern dormer has a new sash and trim, but the sill and the beaded
boards on the cheek walls are old, if not original. The western attic room has the same stair and dormer
on the south as the east attic. The chimney is plastered and the west gable end windows are closed off.
There are interior doors stored in the back of this room. They have six panels with sunken fields and no

panel moulds. They are mortised and tenoned and pinned and at least one has an original plain cast iron
rim lock with brass knobs. The other cast iron rim locks are replacements. Some doors have replaced
butt hinges but some are cast iron with five knuckles; it was not evident if they were labeled. The rafters
are sash sawn, are 3 I/4 to 3 I/2 inches wide by 5 inches deep in the center, and are spaced 21 -22 I/2
inches on centers. The knee wall studs are toenailed with cut nails, and there are lath nail holes in the
studs and rafters.

8. Significance
Period
1600-1699
1700-1799
X 1800-1899
X 1900-1999
2000-

Inventory No. HO-69
Areas of significance
_ agriculture
archeology
X architecture
art
commerce
communications
community planning

conservation

Specific dates

N/A

Construction dates

Check and justify below
economics
education
_ engineering
entertainment/
recreatio n
ethnic heritage
exploration/
settlement

health/medicine
_ performing arts
industry
_ philosophy
invention
_ politics/government
landscape architecture _ religion
I aw
science
literature
social history
maritime history
transportation
military
other:

Architect/Builder

N/A

c.1833-39

Evaluation for:

National Register

Maryland Register

X

not evaluated

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form -see manual.)

Summary:
The land upon which the double house is built was part of the Ellicott family's property and was divided
amongst them in 1830, with Sanuel Ellicott receiving this portion. In 1833 Samuel deeded the
development rights to Alexander Walker of Anne Anmdel County. The Walker lot is shown on a plat of
a further division of Ellicott property made in 1839, and the shading of the lot suggests the possibility
that there is a building filling the entire parcel. Thus, it would appear from the records that the double
house was built between 1833 and 1839. It was clearly built as two identical, mirror-image units,
generally with a single room on each floor. The basement contained the kitchen, with exterior access on
the street front. The primary entrance for each unit was on the first story, only accessible via a front
porch with stairs. This room must have functioned as a living/dining/social space, and was heated.
Everything about these double houses suggest that they were built as rental properties, though, since
Walker was single when the two houses were built, one of them may have been more than sufficient for
him, while the other could have provided some income. Alexander Walker died in 1860 and left all his
real estate and personal property to his widow, Jane. The property was sold in 1864 to Henry P.
Chandlee, who is listed as being a resident of Washington, D. C.; however, Chandlee advertised his new
store in Ellicott's Mills in 1855. Chandlee sold the Walker property in 1865 to Isaiah Kinsey, a 34-yearold shoemaker who had lived in Ellicott City at least by 1860. Isaiah died in December 1885, at the age
of 54, and his widow, Mary, purchased the houses from his estate and retained them up to her death in
March 1906. Thus, it appears that Mary continued the operation of her late husband's store, and since
she did not own any other buildings, the implication is that she continued to live here, as well.

Significance:
In an earlier inventory of the Walker-Kinsey Houses (cka the Walker-Chandler House) it was stated that
the house was built in the early 1790s. This information seems to be based on the history of the building
given in Celia Holland' s E//z.co// Cz.fy, A4crry/cr#d.. A4lz.// row#, U. S.i4, in which the author puts the

construction at "circa 1790." She also states that is was built as a private residence for two friends, Mr.
Walker and Mr. Chandler, and that, given its large size, it quickly served to accommodate travelers
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when the inn had no occupancy. She then recounts the death of Mr. Walker as the result of a fall from
the second-floor porch, but gives no source for the tragic event. At least some of this history is dubious,
at best.I

The land upon which the double house is built was part of the Ellicott family's property and was divided
amongst them in 1830, with Samuel Ellicott receiving this portion. In the division, buildings are listed
on the various lots, including the "stone building known as the Patapsco Hotel" and the "Tavern Stable"
on Lot No. 4 and the "house occupied by Charles E. Baldwin" on Lot No. 6. Lot No. 5, on which the
present building sits and containing over 9 I/2 acres, has no buildings listed. In 1833 Samuel deeded the

development rights to Alexander Walker of Anne Anmdel County in return for an armual ground rent of
$50. The fact that there was no additional purchase price suggests that the land was unimproved. At the
same time, Samuel sold the land itself to his brother, William, for $100. The Walker lot is shown on a
plat of a further division of Ellicott property made in 1839, and the shading of the lot suggests the
possibility that there is a building filling the entire parcel. There are several different shades used on the
lots, with some dark shades clearly indicating buildings on lightly-shaded lots. Several buildings are
shown without lot lines, as landmarks for the plat, including the Friends Meeting and Emory Chapel,
and it appears that the Walker building is similarly shown. Thus, it would appear from the records that
the double house was built between 1833 and 1839. At any rate, a deed for the land executed in 1841
notes that this lot contains two two-story stone houses built by Alexander Walker.2

At this point, it is worth considering the existing building carefully. It was clearly built as two identical,
mirror-image units, generally with a single room on each floor. The basement contained the kitchen,
with exterior access on the street front. The primary entrance for each unit was on the first story, only
accessible via a front porch with stairs. This room must have functioned as a living/dining/social space,
and was heated, with a simple wood mantel decorated with rabbets that mirror the simple architrave
around the openings. The second story had a small, unheated chamber cut out of the front comer of the
whole space, opposite the stairway, with a larger, heated chamber to the rear. The mantels on these
fireplaces also were decorated with rabbets, and the bed mould was a little simpler than that on the first
story mantel. There was also a closet next to the fireplace, toward the rear wall of the building. Both of
these chambers were likely bedrooms, the heated one for the parents. Missing walls are indicated by
parallel lines of caapet tack holes set about 5 inches apart. The wall partitions were most likely vertical
boards, since the only notches cut in the floor for studs were at the doorways. The bottoms of the boards
were probably nailed to a narrow board nailing strip that was nailed down to the floor, and the door

jambs were given more substantial structure because of the added strain created by the swinging door.

®

I Celia M. Holland, E//i.co# Ctry, A4l¢ry/cr;qd.. A4lj.// row#, U.S.4. (Tuxedo, MD: author, 1970), p. 92.

2 Anne Armdel County Land Records, WSG 15-531. Anne Armdel County Land Records, JLM 2-99.
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The attic level contained one finished but unheated chamber that was likely also used by the family for
sleeping. The mantels and the few other original finishes that survive are consistent with the second
quarter of the nineteenth century, though there are few materials with which to comfortably date the
building. The use of cut nails in the stairways indicates they date to after c. 1820, and there is no reason
to believe they are not original.
Everything about these double houses suggest that they were built as rental properties. The early stone
rows of workers houses in Oella were also banked into a hill, with two rooms in the basement, one of
which, on the downhill side, served as the kitchen and had a doorway to the outside at grade. The first
and second stories also had two rooms, and the attic was finished as a single room with knee walls.
George Ellicott built a stone double house (HO-358) on the opposite side of Main Street in the 1830s,
with a single room on each floor and a basement kitchen. Since he lived in one of the Ellicott family
houses on the Baltimore County side of the river, his double house was clearly rentals. All of these
dwellings contained winder stairs to conserve space, just as Walker's houses do. In addition, the
finishes in Walker's double house are simple, compared with most owner-occupied houses of the 1830s.
Since Walker was single when the two houses were built, one of them may have been more than
sufficient for him, while the other could have provided some income.
Walker acquired the leasehold on another lot (no. 121) that was part of the estate of George Ellicott, in
November 1843. This lot is shown on the 1839 plat as being across the street from his buildings and in
the occupancy of "Gaws," but the building on the lot burned in 1915. In September 1849 Walker would
marry a Miss Jane Gaw of Ellicott City. A month prior to purchasing this lot, a correspondent noted:
"A most splendid and fashionable dry goods store has just been opened in Market street, by one of our

citizens, Mr. A. Walker, and the whole building has been lately fitted up, which gives it a handsome
appearance." In 1844, Walker was assessed for merchandise worth $800, no doubt as part of the
creation of this store. Unfortunately, it is unclear whether Walker was creating the establishment in one
half of his double house, or whether he had acquired the new lot for that purpose. The latter seems more
likely, as will be seen below. Though the store was in operation a month prior to the execution of the
deed, it is possible that he had made an agreement to purchase the lot a year earlier and had begun
construction before he had finalized the acquisition. It is also not known whether Walker had operated
another store prior to this or perhaps worked for a local merchant. However, in 1850 he was listed in the
census as a 40-year-old clerk with $6,000 worth of real estate, and his new bride was 24. The faniily
listed just prior to the Walkers in the census is Jane Gaw, a 56-year-old with three children, ages 18 to
24. She was undoubtedly Jane Walker's mother and was quite possibly living in the other half of
Walker' s double stone house. The earliest view of Walker's buildings is apparently John Schofield's
panoramic yz.ew a/E//z.coffs Adz.//s, A4id, of 1854. Around the outside of the birds-eye view of the town is
a border of small vignettes of significant buildings in and around the town. One of these is labelled

Maryland Historical Trust
Maryland Inventory of
Historic Properties Form

Inventory No. HO-69

Name Walker-Kinsey Houses
Continuation Sheet

Numberi Page 3

"Oddfellow's Hall." The hall has a sign on the front for the Howard Gazette newspaper (which
Schofield was the publisher of, and which was located in the hall). Included in the view are Walker's
houses, to the west (left) and Emory Methodist Episcopal Church in the center, on the hill to the rear.
The only difference in the appearance of the building from that day to this is in the porch, which was
only two bays wide, serving the two center doors on the first story, with stairs down from this porch on
both the east and west sides. The porch was open below to give access to the basement doors, which
cannot be seen in this view. Also not visible, because they are hidden behind the stairs, are the windows
in the end bays of the basement level. The implication of this arrangement is that there were no
store front windows in the basement at this time, calling into question whether Walker had his store here
or, more likely, in the other building he owned.3

0

Alexander Walker died around the first of the year in 1860 and left all of his real estate and personal
property to his widow, Jane. According to the 1860 census, Jane Gaw was now living with Jane Walker
and Jane's three young children. Jane Gaw's daughter (and Jane Walker's sister), Catherine, was also
living in the house. Alexander Gaw was made administrator of the will, and he sold the property in
1864 to Heury P. Chandlee, who is listed as being a resident of washington, D. C. However, Chandlee
advertised his new store in Ellicott's Mills in 1855, though whether it was in the Walker building cannot
be definitively proved. It seems likely, given that he bought the building, but stores were known to
move around in Ellicott's Mills. Chandlee was married in 1855, but his wife, Katherine, died in 1863
and he married Catherine Filson Gaw of Ellicott City later that year. Catherine was Jane Walker's
younger sister. Since it is likely that Chandlee either had a store in half of Walker's building, or had
taken over Walker's operation, he would have known the Walker and Gaw families quite well, and he
and his second wife named their son, born in 1864, Alexander Walker Chandlee. However, to further
complicate the picture, Chandlee could not be located in the 1860 census; wherever he was, he was
definitely not living in Ellicott City. Chandlee sold the building in 1865, and at that time he was
described as being from Cecil County. As early as 1862 Chandlee purchased a 90-acre farm at Zion in
northern Cecil County, and he was described as being from Washington, D. C. at that time, too,
notwithstanding his 1855 ad. And while his Cecil County purchase during the Civil War may have been
intended as a place to escape the potential dangers of wartime Washington, in 1870 he added another

3 Howard County Land Records, 4-433. Anne Anmdel County Land Records, JLM 2-99. Joetta Cramm, ffz.szorz.c E//j.cof/

®

City.. ,4 Wcr%#g roafr, rev. ed. (Woodbine, MD: K. & D., Ltd.,1996), pp. 54-55. Bcr//z.7„ore S„#,12 September 1849, p. 2.
Bar//7."ore S##,11 October 1843, p. 4. Howard County Commissioners, Transfer Book,1841-51, Maryland State Archives.
U. S. Bureau of the Census, Howard District, Anne Anmdel County, Maryland, 1850. John Schofield, y7.en; o/I//j.cof/s
Mills, Md, \854.
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farm, of 102 acres, near Zion and apparently made the county his full-time residence, though in 1870 he
was a tobacco dealer in Baltimore City.4

a

Chandlee sold the Walker property to Isaiah Kinsey for $1,332.50, which was much less than he paid for
the property, but was only one of the two Walker properties he had purchased. Kinsey was a 34-yearold shoemaker who had lived in Ellicott City at least by 1860, at which time he did not own any real
estate. Where he might have kept his store is not known. By 1870 his real estate was valued at $3,000
and his personal property at $ 1,500. He was also assessed that year for improvements valued at $200,
though the record is too vague to indicate what these were. Isaiah died in December 1885, at the age of
54, and his widow, Mary, purchased the houses from his estate for S I,600. She retained them up to her
death in March, 1906, at the age of 72. Her obituary described her late husband as a merchant of Ellicott
City, and the tax assessment for 1876 listed his merchandise at $500. Later he was assessed for another
$500 in merchandise, and in 1887 the building and merchandise were all transferred to Mary. In the
1896 reassessment she was listed with merchandise worth $800, and this was not released from the
assessment until 1900. Thus, it appears that Mary continued the operation of her late husband's store,
and since she did not own any other buildings, the inplication is that she continued to live here, as well.
The buildings are shown on the 1887 Sanbom Fire Insurance Map with the front porch in its current
condition, being two stories tall and wrapping around the east side, where the stairway was to the upper
(first story) level. The one-story addition across the rear was already in place. By 1894 a one-story ell
was added across the west end of the rear. By 1910 the eastern half of the earliest addition had been
removed and the western half of this addition had been raised to two stories. Later, the ell was removed.
Interestingly, the porch does not really seem to have changed according to the maps, but an undated

photograph taken by the Jones sisters from across the street near the Howard House Hotel, looking east,
shows a deeper porch with jigsawn trim on the Walker-Kinsey Houses. This porch, the third iteration on
the building, was replaced with either the existing one, or one very much like it, at least by 1961. Isaiah
and Mary's son, Wilbur, sold the houses to his sister, Clara, the wife of Benjamin F. Morrison, for
$3,000. The Morisons lived in Baltimore, so this was apparentlyjust an investment for them.5
4 Alexander Walker Estate, Will 1441. Register of wills, Howard County Circuit Court, Maryland State Archives. Cramm,
fJz.sforj.c E//j.co# city.. .4 Wcr/*z.#g ro#r, p. 36. U. S. Bureau of the Census, Howard District, Ame Anmdel County,
Maryland,1850. U. S. Bureau of the Census, District 2, Howard County, Maryland,1860. U. S. Bureau of the Census,19th
ward, Baltimore City, Maryland,1870. https://www. fmdagr.ave.com/memorial/20853062thenry-price-chandlee Cecz./
rMar)//¢#d/ W7#.g, 26 July 1862, p. 3. Cecj./ rM¢ry/a#dJ W7zj.g,10 December 1870, p. 4. See also U. S. Bureau of the Census,
2nd precinct, Baltimore City, Maryland,1900.
5 U. S. Bureau of the Census, District 2, Howard County, Maryland,1860,1870. Ba/fj.more Szf#, 26 December 1885, p. 2.
Bcr/fz.more Sct#,16 March 1906, p.11. Howard County Commissioners of the Tax, Assessment, Disthct 2,1876-96,
Maryland State Archives. Howard County Commissioners of the Tax, Assessment, District 2,1896-1910, Maryland State

Archives. The photograpb was taken by the Jones sisters. "The Jones Sisters: A Legend in Their Time," fferj./age E//j.co#
Cj.fy, vol. 4, no. 2 (May 1977), p. 4, and ``A Town Worth Keeping: Historic Ellicott City -County Seat," fJerz.fcrge I//j.co#
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Clara MOITison owned the Walker-Kinsey Houses until her death in January 1926. Some of the history
of the property is recounted the following year, when the houses were acquired by Caleb Rodgers. The
Ellicott City Times reported:

"Sale of the old Kinsey property . . . was reported last Saturday moming by Hermann
& Carr, real estate brokers. Saturday afternoon, Mr. Rogers had material and supplies
delivered on the property for an immediate and extensive remodeling of the old dwelling
into a store and apartment.
The property was purchased from the Trustees of the Emory Methodist Episcopal
Church, whose church property adjoins the lot in the rear. It is improved by a stone
double-dwelling house having a forty foot frontage on Main Street, which was formerly
used as a store and dwelling by the late Isaiah Kinsey ....
The building is one of the oldest in Ellicott City. It is estimated to be over 125 years
old, and is one of the few properties left on Main Street that have not been improved in
recent years.
Mr. Rogers plans, it is understood, include the complete remodeling of the entire
building into a large Main street store. Workmen are now busy making the changes,
expected to be completed within a few weeks.
In the sale of the property to M. Rogers, the Trustees of the Emory M. E. Church
reserved to the Church the rear portion of the lots, about 55 feet in depth, thereby
enlarging their present Church property. "6

The age given for the building was clearly wrong, but was based on speculation rather than first-hand
knowledge. More credible, and of interest here, is that Kinsey was operating a store out of at least a part
of the building. Since it was being converted to a modem commercial space, it is quite possible that the
larger porch was removed at this time and the existing store front windows were added then, with the
porch rebuilt along its earlier lines. The existing frame addition may also date to these renovations. In
1934 Rogers sold the building to local businessman Isaac Taylor. It's history from this point forward is
recounted by Celia Holland, apparently from firsthand accounts by the owners. Thus, though her
research and conclusions on the earlier history of the building are often in error, these accounts are more
credible. Taylor leased the building and a tavern was operated out of it, leading to its serious decline.

®

C'j.fy, vol. 9, no. 2 (May 1982), p.I. A copy is in the collection of the Howard County Historical Society and the Enoch Pratt
Free Library in Baltimore has a collection of their work.
6 "Kinsey Home Sold to Caleb D. Rogers." E//;.co# a.fy /M¢ry/cz#dJ rj.men, 24 February 1927, p.1.
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Taylor sold the houses to another local businessman, Samuel Caplan, in 1945. Holland reports that "the
entire house was stripped to the stone walls and replastered to guarantee cleanliness. The two original
fireplaces were restored; scarred and won woodwork and flooring were sanded and refinished or
replaced where necessary .... " During World War 11 the American Red Cross had offices in the
building and after the war the C & P Telephone Company remodeled the building for an office. The
renovations by Caplan were probably for the telephone company's use. In 1962 Mildred Wemer and
her two daughters, Enalee Bounds and Barbara Provenze, rented the building from Caplan and opened
"Ellicott's Country Store," which mixed antiques with other items common to early general stores. This

business became a destination spot for the region, helping to lead the commercial revitalization of Main
Street, and continued to operate until c. 2016. In the floods of 2016 and 2018 some water and mud got
into the basement story, but the damage was minimal and the new business, Syriana, which had opened
only weeks before the first flood, continues to operate here.7

®

®

7 Holland, I//z.co/f Cj.ty, A4cny/cr;7d, pp. 94-7. Holland states that Caplan rented the building to the Red Cross, but since he

only got the deed in May 1945, it is likely that Taylor first rented the building to the organization and Caplan continued this
lease.
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Samuel H. Caplan & wife
Gertrude D. / Howard

Enalee E. Bounds /

Isaac H. Taylor & wife Rose
/ Howard

Samuel H. Caplan & Wife
Gertrude D. / Howard

Howard

Caleb D. Rogers & wifeElizabeth8./Howard
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Isaac H. Taylor & Wife
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1971

I May 1945
1September1934

Simple
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?
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108-Ilo Main Street

$5.00

?

$5.00

?

3 I/2 Story Stone building on
this lot [Mortgage for $5,500]
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?
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Reuben D. RogersCalebD.RogersSubstituteTrustees underwil ofReubenM.Dorsey /Howard
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Caleb D. Rogers / Howard

HBN 132 -495
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2 April
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?
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Andrew, & John

Sarah Ellicott, widow of
Jonathan / Baltimore City

Lot5 -247 sq. p.

(1)

p/o lot 5 in division ofGeorge,Samuel,Andrew, &
Samuel Ellicott / Baltimore
County

Alexander Walker / Anne
Arundel

1 June 1833

WSG 18 398

Indenture

?

John Ellicott$50/yr.for99 years
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p/o Lot 5 in division betweenGeorge,Samuel,Andrew&John
Samuel Ellicott / Baltimore
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George Ellicott / Baltimore
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Samuel Ellicott / Baltimore
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a
NOTES:
A. PATCHES IN FLOOR PROBABLY FOR STUB
TENONS ON BOITOM OF MISSING STUDS.
8. CARPET TACK HOLES SHOWING MISSING
WALLS BELIEVED TO BE ORIGINAL.

C. CARPET TACK HOLES SHOWING MISSING
WALLS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN ADDED AT
UNKNOWN DATE.
D. SEAMS IN BASEBOARD SHOWING MISSING
WALL.

E. DOORWAY CuT THROUGH ORIGINAL
PARTITION WALL AT UNKNOWN DATE.
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Walker-Kinsey Houses
8180 Main Street, Ellicott City

Howard County, Maryland
Ken Short, photographer

Photo Log

HO-0069 2016-09-20 01

South elevation
HO-0069 2016-09-20 02

East & no-rth elevation;
HO-0069 2016-09-20 03

Basement, west fireplace
HO-0069 2016-09-20 04

Basement, folding stoo-ls screwed to floor
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HO-0069 2016-09-20 05

First story west room, west elevation
HO-0069 2016-09-20 06

First story west room, mantel detail
HO-0069 2016-09-20 07

Second story west room, west elevation
HO-0069 2016-09-20 08

Second story west room, mantel detail
HO-0069 2016-09-20 09

Second story east room, mantel
HO-0069 2016-09-20 10

Second story east room, stairway

HO-69
Circa 1790
THE ALEXANDER WALKER HOUSE
Private
Ellicott City
The Alexander Walker House is a four bay wide, two bay deep,
three and a half story granite block, gabled roof (running eastwest) structure with wide central brick chimneys inset into its
east and west walls and two gabled roof dormer windows placed in
the roof of its south elevation. They are rectangular in shape
with six-over-six lites surmounted by pediments and flanked by fluted
pilasters. Fenestration is rectangular double-hung, proportionally
scaled and vertically alligned. The building is built into solid
rock on a slope such that the entire first floor forms the foundation
of the building.
Owned by Mr. Walker in the early days of Ellicott Mills, it has been
used as a tavern, bootery, A Red Cross headquarters and is now The
Country Store, a charming spot where one can buy books on the history
of the surrounding area, fragrant soap and candles and all sorts of
useful items.

HO-69
District 2

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

NAME
HISTORIC

The W a l k e r -House, Walker-Chandler House
AND/OR COMMON

'Ellicott Country Store, Mrs. Rowland Bounds' House

LOCATION
STREET* NUMBER

8180

Main

S t r e e t

6th

CITY, TOWN

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Ellicott City

VICINITY OF

STATE

COUNTY

Maryland

Howard

LASSIFICATION
CATEGORY

OWNERSHIP

STATUS

PRESENTUSE

DISTRICT

—PUBLIC

OCCUPIED

—AGRICULTURE

— MUSP.UM

X_BUILDING(S)

^PRIVATE

^UNOCCUPIED

^COMMERCIAL

— PARK

— W O R K I N PROGRESS

—EDUCATIONAL

—PRIVATE RESIDtNC

—ENTERTAINMENT

— RELIGIOUS

-.STRUCTURE

—BOTH

PUBLIC ACCUISmON

—SITE
—OBJECT

ACCESSIBLE

— I N PROCESS

YES

— B E I N G CONSIDERED

GOVERNMENT

RESTRICTED

—SCIENTIFIC

2 ? Y E S : UNRESTRICTED

—INDUSTRIAL

—TRANSPORTATION

— NO

—MILITARY

—OTHER

OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME

Enalee E. Bounds

Telephone # : 465-6096

STREETS. NUMBER

3645 MacAlpine

Street

CITY. TOWN

Ellicott

STATE ,

City

Zlp

Maryland

VICINITY OF

Liber

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE.
See Tax Map
REGISTRY OF DEEDs,ETc R a i l o f Records
25A p . 6

COde

21043

#: 575

Folio #: ^34

STREET & NUMBER

3450 Courthouse Drive
CITY. TOWN

STATE

Ellicott City

Maryland

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE

Howard County Historical Sites Inventory
"OAIE

'

1 9 7 7

—FEDERAL

JSTATE

—COUNTY

—LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR

SURVEYRECORDSMaryland
CIIY. TOWN

21 State Circle

Historical

Trust
STATE

Maryland 21401

Ho-69
District 2

DESCRIPTION
CONDITION

CHECK ONE

CHECK ONE

^EXCELLENT

—DETERIORATED

^UNALTERED

ioRIGINALSITE

—GOOD

—RUINS

—ALTERED

—MOVED

_FAIR

—UNEXPOSED

DATE.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Walker House is a four bay wide, two bay deep, three and a half
story granite block, gabled roof (running east-west) structure with wide
central brick chimneys inset into its east and west walls and two gabled
roof dormer windows placed in the roof of its south elevation.
The south wall holds two central rectangular entrance doors flanked
by two display windows holding thirty-five lights (25 in front and five
at each side of the oriel window) and covered by a flat roofed one story
porch which runs along the entire south wall and which is supported by
a square post at each corner. The door located in the east central bay
is boarded. A wooden ballustrade runs along the perimeter of the second
floor porch and the landing which leads to an open wooden staircase which
is located on the east side of the building.
The fenestration of the second and third floor is rectangular, doublehung with six-over-six lights propertionally scaled and vertically alligned,
decorated with flat stone lintels, projecting wooden sills and black shutters. The two dormer windows are rectangular in shape, double hung with
six-over-six lites surmounted by pediments and flanked by fluted pilasters.
Two rectangular east windows are located in the attic holding sixover-six lites.
A one story shed roofed enclosed wooden porch lies on the north side
of the second floor.
The building is built into solid rock on a slope so that the entire
first floor forms the foundation of the building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Walker House was constructed in the early 1790's as a private
home. The house, however, was commodious and not many buildings of that
size existed in Ellicott City at that time, Because of this, weary travelers stopped frequently and the custom of the day allowed for no refusals,
Legend has it that Mr. Walker was not overly fond of receiving and was
most candid in his speech to weary travelers, He fell to his death from
the second floor porch, supposedly pushed by a disgruntled guest.
On June 1st, 1833 Samuel Ellicott leased to Alexander E. Walker in
an indenture recorded among the land records of Anne Anndel County (WSG 18398) this same ground "for the term of 99 years renewable forever, at and
under the yearly rent of fifty dollars payable semi-annually on the first
day of November and May in each year, and also all that piece or parcel
of ground situated and lying in Howard County aforesaid, which was devised
and leased for 99 years renewable forever at and under the yearly rent of
forty five dollars by Nathan Tyson etal to the said Walker by indenture
dated 24 Novermber, (4-433) together with the improvements and appertenances
thereto belonging or in any wise appertaining."
On the 5th April, 1864 Henry P. Chandlee acquired the property for
a sum of $2,425 from Alexander F. Gaw, Administrator of the estate of
Alexander E. Walker. (23-149)
Later this home became a bootery, largely for the young men who attended St. Charles College, then located west of Ellicott City.
At various times it was a tavern, head quarters for the Red Cross and
county office of C&P Telephone Company.
Since 1962, Mrs. Mildred Werner, Mrs. Enalee Bounds and Mrs. Barbara
Provenze have operated the Country Store with an almost unlimited variety
of items.
One of the earliest buildings in this old mill town (see Attachment 3,
Plat No 1 of George Ellicotts property, 1840) and architecturally representative of the simple granite architecture with its fine proportions
and scale which predominates here, it is of outstanding significance to
Howard Country and the state and should be considered for inclusion to the
National Register and State Critical Areas Program.
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