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6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Duncan's Folly, Betsy Turner's Place 

f)LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Lynch Road 
CITY. l'OWN 

Lynch 
STATE 

Maryland 

D CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

XBUILDING(S) XPRIVATE 

VICINITY OF 

STATUS 
.X0CCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

First 
COUNTY 

Kent 

PRESENT USE 
_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA:lK 

------

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL X-PRIVATE RESID~NCE 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS -YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

XNO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Ronald Wessel (Mr. & Mrs.) 
STREET Iii NUMBER 

Box 414 
CITY. TOWN 

Worton _ v1c1N1TY oF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGisrnYoFDEEDs.erc. Kent County Courthouse 
STREET Iii NUMBER 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #:(301) 778-1065 

STATE I Zl.p code 
Maryland 21678 

Liber #: GnP i,q 
Folio #: IA4 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

Chestertown Maryland 21620 

DREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

-FEDERAL ---STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 



·I.I DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

Jt..ORIGINAL SITE 
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_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

~FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

_UNALTERED 

XALTERED _MOVED DATE, __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Duncan's Folly is an old brick residence, probably dating from 
the 18th century.which closely resembled the nearby Terra View in 
plan. The main house is a three bay building with gable roof and 
central entrance. Windows are evenly spaced on both facades; there 
is no central window on the rear (west) facade above the main entry 
where there was originally an enclosed stair which lead to the attic. 
There are no dormers but small four-pane attic windows in the gables. 
There is a chimney enclosed within the north gable; on the south 
an enormous basement chimney back projects from the gable. 

Windows, with 9/6 sash on the first floor and 6/6 sash on the 
second, have beaded frames with backband moldings. There are louvered 
shutters, painted black on both floors. The original entrance doors 
have disappeared but the west door has a transom light and frame 
with backband moldings. A 19th century porch with turned posts and 
scroll type bracketts replaces the original. 

There is beveled water table on front and rear facades ancf three 
course belt course between first and second floors of the long facades. 
The brick walls are Flemish bond on the west, English bond on the 
east, and Liverpool bond elsewhere. Although the building is painted 
white, glazed headers may be seen on the Flemish bond walls and 
perhaps elsewhere. Segmental arches are used above first floor 
and basement windows. 

South of the main house is an old one and one-half story wing. 
A book published some years ago dated this portion of the house to 
the 17th century, however, examination of the interior shows this 
to be a three-walled structure appended to the main house. The wing 
has uneven walls and fenestration and may,in_·_fact,have been partially 
rebuilt or altered. It has a low stepped water table on three facades 
and uneven fenestration with 6/6 sash windows in long facades and 
small four-pane attic windows in the gable. There is an entry door 
into both rooms of the wing. The first room is two bays wide with 
6/6 sash windows on the facade and a gable dormer on the roof above. 
There is a chimney and fireplace between the rooms. The second room 
has a central entrance door with flanking 6/6 sash windows and a 
central gable dormer. 

The main house is of the hall and parlor plan type with a stair, 
, from first to second, remaining in the northwest corner. .Another 
stair from second floor to attic was removed in the 1960's. There 
is no visible evidence for another stair from first to second as is 
typical, but the most interior walls,floors, and ceilings have been 
covered with modern materials. 

One old mantle remains on east room. In the south room on the 
first floor it has a rectangular opening with crossette surround 
and a broken mantle shelf supported by three frieze blocks; that 
in the north room on the second floor has a rectangular openign 
and two frieze blocks. -

More early material remains inside the wing. It has two rooms 
per floor and is one room deep. There is a fireplace chimney 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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enclosed within the south gable wall and another kitchen fire­
place and stack rising against a central partition. There are 
no mantles remaining. Stairs are located in the northwest and 
the southwest corners. Both are enclosed within board and batten 
walls and have batten doors. There is a stair to the cellar 
beneath the northwest stair. The present kitchen (the northern 
first floor room) has beaded exposed beams. There is also a 
beaded board partition on the second floor. 

Duncan's Folly stands in open fields. There is only one 
old outbuilding, a board and batten shed with gable roof. 
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K-107 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SQCIAUHUMANITARlAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_QTHER (SPECIFY) 

Duncan's Folly is an 18th century farm house typical of the 
hall and parlor plan except for the central enclosed stair formerly 
leading from second floor to attic. It is nearly identical and pro­
bably contemporary with Terra View nearby. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

• 



0MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Forman, H. Chandlee, Early Manor and Plantation Houses, Easton, 

Maryland, 1934. 

CONTINUE ON SE~.ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
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Kent County Historical Society August. 1977 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
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Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
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Dunkan's Folly 
(Duncan's Folly, Betsy Turner Place) 
11124 Lynch Road, Worton 
Betterton Quadrangle 
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