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Worth's Folly 
Near Worton 
c. 1780's 

Worth's Folly was a 1000 acre tract first patented to John Worth in 

1687. In the late 18th Century on part of that tract, a substantial brick 

house was constructed. In form it had a three bay two story main block with 

a 1 1/2 story kitchen wing. As built, the house faced south and had a quarter 

round water table, but no belt course in the Flemish bond brick work.The 

two basement windows had three-centered arches and the first story 

windows had row-lock arches. The windows of the first floor had 9/6 sash 

with those on the second storj' having 6/6 - a very common proportion in 

Kent County houses of the late 18th Century. 

The north facade was laid in common bond and was similar to the 

south facade, except that there were only two windows on the second story, 

quite like its neighbor Dunkan's Folly and like Trulock as well. 

Originally the plan consisted of a hall and parlor. A full wall of 

paneling contained the hall stair with closet beneath, the fireplace and 

another closet on the opposite side. 

An interesting deviation from the normal second floor plan occurs 

here and at Dunkan's Folly across the road. There is a passage leading to an 

attic stair located in the center of the building. The usual location would be 

in the corner above the first stair. The location of the attic stair is the 

determining factor in not having a centrad window on the north side of the 

house. There were two small chambers on the south side of the passage, 
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divided from each other by vertical beaded board walls. A third chamber, 

above the parlor, was partitioned by a brick wall. In the eastern most 

chamber there was a small arched fireplace. All second floor joists were 

originally exposed and beaded, but the first floor was ceiled. 

Early in the 20th Century, a framed second story was added over the 

one storj' kitchen wing. A straight run stair was added in the kitchen wing 

for access to the new room, as well as the old parlor chamber. Subsequent 

alterations were made in the 1970's and 1995. 



K-108 
Terra View Late 18th Century 
Lynch 
Private 

Terra View represents common Kent farmhouse type of the late 
18th century. A paneled fireplace wall and Flemish bond facade typify 
the fine craftsmanship found in even modest dwellings of the period. 
An unusual element of this structure is its floor plan with a short 
hallway leading to an enclosed central attic stairway. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Terra View is a three bay, rectangular brick building with the 
same floor plan as Dimcan's Folly, the next farm house west. Terra 
View (a recent name) is two stories high and stands on a low brick 
basement which is emphasized by a water table with a quarter round 
and stepped upper course: ^ The brick wall on the east facade 

is laid in Flemish bond with 1/8" beaded mortar joints; it is evenly 
fenestrated with a central entrance door with transom, two flanking 
9/6 sash windows on the first floor and three 6/6 sash windows on 
the second floor. This was originally the main facade and looks over 
Muddy Branch Creek. 

Other facades are laid in Liverpool bond brick. Window and door 
openings have row arches and basement windows have three-centered arches. 
The present front facade of the house has a central entrance without 
transom but no window above the door, for in that bay is an enclosed 
interior stair to the attic. The chimney is enclosed in the gable 
wall, but that on the north projects about 4". 

Windows, all with 6/6 sash, are held in plain frames with a quarter 
roimd backhand molding. The wooden sills project slightly. Modem ^ ^ 
louvered shutters, painted black are used at windows and doors. The^P 
box cornice is a modem replacement as are the brick entrance steps. 
On the present rear facade is a hip roofed, frame sim porch. 

Against the gable is an early addition, which is as wide as the 
house,constructed of brick. It was originally one and one-half stories 
in height and an outline of the roof is visible on the brick gable 
inside the house. The frame second floor is a 20th century addition. 
A modem brick kitchen beside the old wing was constructed in 1970. 

Originally, the main house was a hall and parlor type with comer 
stairs leading from the first to the second floors, and one enclosed 
stair located above the present main entry in a narrow hall and lead­
ing to the attic. One stair in the original parlor was removed and 
a modem straight run stair built outside the main house when the 
roof of the addition was raised. The other stairs remain. That in 
the hall is a part of a wall with fireplace and good raised and beveled 
panels with quarter round edges. Closets flank the fireplace which 
is slightly recessed. The fireplace, however, has been rebuilt and 
a mantle shelf added. Celling beams presently exposed in this room 
were not Intended to be seen and are only roughly edged. However, 
those in the hall chamber are carefully planed and have beaded edges, 
a practice favored in the 18th century. 

The house, although altered, Is well maintained. Nearby is a 
group of very attractive modem gambrel roofed bams. The house is 
painted white, the bams grey. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Terra View is significant for its architecture. In form and de­
tailing it represents a common type of Kent County farm house of late 
18th century. Its paneled fireplace wall and brick detailing are well 
done and good representatives of finish detailing of this period. The 
unusual element of this structure is its floor plan with the short 
hallway which leads from the hall stairs to an enclosed, central attic 
stair. In nearby "Duncan's Folly" (K-107) the attic stair has been 
removed, although the plan was originally identical. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Caromet or Duncan's Folly K-108 

Duncan's Folly is a three bay long, two story brick house with 

a two story wing half brick and half frame. There is a molded water-

table above the basement windows which are supported by segmental 

arches. The brick is laid in Flenish bond on the south and east 

sides. The windows of the first floor have 9/6 sashes and are 

supported by flat arches of vertical headers. The windows of the 

second story have 6/6 sashj both have black shutters against the 

white paint of the walls. There are only two windows on the north 

facade, second floor. The wood box cornice has small moldings. 

There are two small casements on each gable flanking the chimney, 

whichkre enclosed within the gables. The last gable of the wing 

retains the outline of the one or one and one half story original 

appearance. This is two bays long and there are also small windows 

in the gable. Both sections have "A" roofs. 
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Worth's Folly 
26275 Worton Lynch Road, Worton 
Betterton Quadrangle 














