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Rose Hill 
Chestertown 
Private 

18th Century 

Rose Hill is a 40' square building with a front gable and no side 
or rear wings. Three brick bonds were used in the construction of 
the massive walls; Flemish, English, and the unusual all-header bond 
found in Annapolis and Chestertown, but rarely in country houses. 
There is a belt course and water table and two massive brick chimneys. 
The major mantles and cornice inside have fretwork detailing. The 
building is currently under restoration. 
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CHECK ONE 

,XORJGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE, __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
Located on -the west side of Md. Rt. 213, two miles north of Chestertown, 
Rose Hill is a 40' square, two-story, brick structure built during the 
latter half of the 18th century. Its principal facade is the south 
gable, in the manner of Wye House, Talbot County, and Whitby Hall, for
merly near l?hiladelphia. The entrance is located in the center of five 
bays and possesses an architrave with carved brackets supporting a pedi
ment. A six-panel door is set within paneled jambs, and, like Brice 
House, Annapolis, the lower panels of the jambs and door are flush with 
the stiles and rails. Below the champhered water table the brick is laid 
~n English bond. Two cellar windows have three-center arches and the 
original frames which had two horizontal bars. Above the water table 
~lemi~h bond was used, though with little regard to the usual finish around 
windows. (In some places closers are adjacent to the window frames.) 
Between the first and second story windows are two three-brick belt courses 
on the south and east sides. Due to the proximity of the lower belt course, 
th.ere are no decorative arches above the first story windows of the south 
and east facades. Sash remaining indicate the use of 16/12 pane sash on 
the first story and 12/12 sash on the second story. 

Above the second story windows is a restored pent eave with plaster cove 
cornice. Above the pent eave, the brickwork is common bond and there is 
a ::;ingle six-pane casement window lighting the attic. 

As of this writing, the second story window frames have been replaced 
with co~ies of the original, which were badly deteriorated. In the im
mediate future the first story window frames will be replaced for the 
same reason. 

All header bond was used on the east facade above the water table. The 
facade is divided into four bays with a door being on the northernmost 
bay. The latter has a new six-panel door and frame, but retains the 
original eight-pane transom. Like the south facade, the cellar windows 
are located on the two inner bays. 

Due to recent structural problems in the north wall, the majority of the 
wall had to be reconstructed. The north wall originally had three bays 
on both storys. The east door, which had been blocked, is now open and 
will supply access to a proposed wing. The window above the door has re
mained blocked. In the center bay is a door with a six-pane window beside 
and a three-center arch above. The original frame has been restored. In 
place of the west door a window opening has been restored as have the 
windows above. The attic window has been enlarged from a six-pane casement 
to a 6/6 double hung window. 

Neither the north nor the west sides have a water table or belt course. 
On the west side, the northernmost bay on both storys has been blocked 
in for many years. Segmental arches are used above the west windows, but 
both segmental and three-centered arches are located above the two cellar 
windows, one of which has been blocked. This wall has a very severe bulge, 

(see continuation sheet #1) 
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DESCRIPTION 

from the ground to the cornice. Large square chimneys rise from the 
center of the east and west sides of the"A" roof. 

When the restoration in 1974 began, the floor plan consisted of a center 
corridor and two rooms on each side, with the stair rising from the 
northern half of the corridor. The partition dividing the corridor 
from the southwest room was installed during the latter half of the 19th 
century, as it bore trim and door of that period and lacked the cornice, 
and chairrail of the other portion of the room. On further investigation, 
it was found that the other parallel partition was installed after the 
original finish. The features which were found were: slightly lighter 
trim for the door and panel moundings and the continuation of the base
board, chairrail and cornice beneath this partition, all of which bore 
paint of the earliest period. The crossette of the main entrance had 
also been obscured by the introduction of this later partition. 

~hus, the original south half of the house was one large room measuring 
ebout 20 x 37 feet with two fireplaces bearing identical mantels and 
lighted by eight large windows (see floor plan). Both the cornice and 
the mantels have fretwork, the former with a clumsy Gothic pattern and 
the latter with a more refined Chinese motif. All eight windows have 
raised panel jambs and window seats and crossetted trim. Originally there 
were only two doors to the room, the main entrance and a door opposite to 
the central stair passage on the north half of the house. Subsequently 
doors were added to both north rooms, but the west door has been elimin
ated during the present restoration. 

When the plaster was removed from the face of the fireplaces and the 
ceiling, it was found that there was considerable soot on both the chim
ney breast and joists and that the cheeks of the fireplaces had been worn 
round and smooth by some activity which may have been the preparation of 
food. Furthermore, the fireplaces originally had three-centered arches 
which were converted to jack arches before the installation of the man
tels, plaster and woodwork. The west fireplace was found to have had a 
diagonal chimney, but due to a desire for symmetry in the completion of 
the room, the brickwork was carried straight to the ceiling adjoining 
the diagonal side, thus matching the east fireplace. 

It was also found that the original entrance opening on the south was 
carried to the height of the windows, like the door on the east facade, 
but this had been filled in at the same time. 

(see continuation sheet #2) 
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Both the fireplaces in the north half of the house had three-centered 
arches, but that in the northwest room was made smaller and converted 
to a jack arch prior to the installation of the paneling. Similar alter
ations are evident on the second floor. 

The fireplace wall of t~e northwest room is paneled, as mentioned above. 
To the west of the fireplace was the passage to the south room. It was 
found, however, that this area was originally a cabinet with four small, 
raised-panel doors, which had been removed and re-installed on either 
side of the passage creating two very small closets. Horizontal board 
wainscot is located only on the interior wall adjoining the stair. The 
one original window retains its window seat, but unlike the south room, 
it is not paneled. 

Both north rooms have five-piece box cornices on all four walls and 
bolection chairrail. The composition of the overmantel raised paneling 
consists of one huge panel with three smaller ones below. Close to the 
bottom of the lower panels, a mantel shelf has been nailed, apparently 
after another shelf and trim had been removed. 

As in the northwest room, the northeast room has a passage to the south 
half of the house, but the passage has been completely paneled and the 
spaces behind are not accessible. This room is about three feet wider 
than its counterpart due to the stair being located on the west side of 
the stair hall. 

The stair ascends in two major flights, but there is a platform with 
step at both the base of the stair and at the landing. It has turned 
newel posts and rectangular balusters and handrail, all of which are 
very bold. Beneath the stair landing is the central exterior door with 
adjacent six-pane window and the door to the northwest room. 

On the second story, the north half of the structure is divided into a 
vestibule or hall with four doors opening from it; two doors lead into 
charobers, a third to the south corridor, and a fourth to the attic 
ladder. From the south corridor, a door leads into the southeast cham
ber, and on the opposite side there is a single room, which was divided 
into two rooms when plumbing was installed. 

(see continuation sheet #3) 
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All of the trim of the second story rooms is original except the window 
trim of the northeast chamber and the closet in the southeast chamber. 
It is very plain and most of the door and window trim consists only of 
the backhand molding. The southeast chamber windows have reeded trim 
with gouge-work corner blocks and recessed-panel shutters. This appears 
to date from the first quarter of the 19th century, as does the closet 
mentioned above. 

The attic is unfinished and was lighted only by one small window on 
each gable. A common rafter roof system, joined at the apex with mor
tise, tenon and peg and having tie beams with half-dove-tail nailed 
joints, has been further stabilized with a knee wall composed of a 
girder running north-south with joists running to the false plate. 

A common flooring system is used throughout the house with the exception 
of one header above the south room first floor. Two theories have been 
)proposed for this, one that it was intended for a stair, the other that 
it was installed due to structural failure in the west wall. Either 
theory is possible. 
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Rose Hill is unusual among the 18th century brick houses of Kent County. 
Its size is large for the period of its construction, the third quarter 
of the 18th century, indicating a builder of means. The use of a gable 
end as an entrance facade is unique in the county in this period. The 
form was also used in Wye House, Talbot County (1784), seat of the Lloyd 
family, prestigious in 18th and 19th century ~aryland. 

Other unusual features of the building are its brickwork and the develop
ment of its floor plan. The walls are laid up in three different bonds, 
Flemish on the south, all-header on the east, and English on the north 
and west. Rather than the usual end chimneys of this area and time period, 
the chimney stacks are in the center of the house on either side of the 
rear stair hall. The floor plan began in the third quarter of the 18th 
century with one large room across the front and two smaller ones separated 
by a stair hall in the rear. A room of such proportions as the front one 
at Rose Hill was usually found only in taverns at this time. In the fourth 
quarter of the 18th century this room was apparently divided into two smal
ler rooms, giving the house a "four-square" plan seldom found in rural 
dwellings in Kent. 

Most of the woodwork remaining in Rose Hill dates from the 18th century. 
Despite the uniqueness of the building itself, the woodwork dating from 
the second (circa 1790s) phase of interior work is a representative ex
ample of the craftsmanship of that period. 

(see continuation sheet #4} 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The research of the land history of Rose Hill is presently in a state of 
some confusion. Likely builders of the house are Alexander Calder of 
Kent County, gentleman, and Anthony Banning of Kent County, merchant. 
By 1779 Banning owned all of the property. Be died in 1787, leaving 
it to his daughter, Katharine, who later married Benjamin Chew of 
Philadelphia. Samuel Ringgold of Kent County owned the property from 
1808 until 1849. Plats of the boundaries of these tracts will be made 
to determine on which one Rose Hill stands, hopefully clarifying the 
identity of its builder. 

The building is being restored by its present owners. 
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RCSE HILL, lent Count7, Ma17lan4 
Tl '1• &earoh 

Deed JS 16/429 
l/8/17'' 

Deed DD '/2,S 
,;21/1ne 

Deed DD 5/260 
,/21/1778 

Arthur Poreman ot lent., planterJ John Foreman • 
•it. Ka1'7 of Kent, Plant.era and Riobard Cbaddook lo 
Vite Ellaabeth ot lent, Planter \o 
J•ea Calder ot Cheater Town ln Kent, attorney 
at Law 
11X> aorem ot Sld.•t•m (1707 patent), left ltJ' VS.11 
ot Rolt•n Foreman late ot lent, planter, \o hi• 
ohlldren (orig• 200 aore•) 
(ref9renoe to 'branob of Morgana Creek make• me 
think Ro•• Bill 1• not on thl• pleo• ot properiJ) 

Anbur Po man of Xent planter (l ), Judith Gadd of 
Queen Anne'•, Widow of Thc:aa• (2 ), James Odder of 
Oh••ter Town ln Item, .Attorney at. .Law (') 
16!0 1rant to John Swaine late ot Talbot, father of 
atoreHld Judith • ~111.ngtcm, 500 aorea 
will of Swaine lett propen:r to lte aold ~ ohllclren, 
'hi• pleoe •old \oPoreraan 
181 aorea, pan Dalllngton tor J.120 (4.l 1/2/aore) 
(no aention ot road, Ro•• ifill 1• ri;:ht on l'oadTt) 

Will of Jame• Calder of Cheater fovn attorney at law 
to eon ilennder, 180 aoru ltought of Arthur Jol'IDan, 
part .Dallington, alao oontiguoua •o thi•, 100 acrn 
of Sver•t•ln also •o .uoh of VlaT•n •• lle• to the 
•a•tward ot \he road leading tl"om main road t.o 
plazn9Uon lately ot George Sldn•n where Thomu Crow 
now l1Tee (oontlguoue \o Swhtem) alao 'W!lter lott 
tn Cheater To1el (ff9) • • • • 
vi fe lath?. rine to live in 1/2 Cheater Town 4wellill&J 
•on J .. e. t.o be exeoutor af" wit• •doth labor \Ander 
a 41.•order • • • .• 

Oathsrlne Calder of lent widow 'o .bltbony la.nning of 
lent meroh~nt 
all ber ln\ereri., dov~r ln land• 111bioh wre the 
lnberlt~noe ot Jame• Calder deceaaed her lat• fiuabnnd 
and by bill onHd 'o hb •on Alexander Calder, 
aigned latharine Oalder 

Alexander Calder of 1Cmt Gentl ... n to AzlthOD)' lannini 
of bnt Merohent 
land d•Yiaed t.o bl• lty h1• father ~7 wbateoe"Yer name• 
'he aame aa7 a.. .. ued and 111hat•o•Ter Quanti t7 or 
Maber of aorea the •aae cloth oontdn tor .,,600 
.ir\hur foreman ot lent planter to JuH Calder ot 
Cheater To-.i l11nt att.orne7 at law 
to aorreot ~oundari .. ln JS 2'/214, 

oomlnued 

K-119 



ROSE HILL Title Searah, pap \WO K-119 

Deed DI> '/Z.21 
11/5/1779 

faK .iHHuent 

of 178'• Ob••'•r 
Ponon Hundreu 
Aooou.nt of Land 
('rd Di•tl'iot ) 
p~g• one 

Return ot 
Propen7 
page one 

WUl 7/lSte 
(9/4/1m> 
probated cm 
12/,1/l767 

Deed IK: '1f269 
'4/12/16~ 

Deed DO/ 12/119 
1/l0/1849 

.Uesand•r Oal4er et lent Oernlnan \o WUllaa 
Rbggol d of Obe•i•r Tom 
180 aore• pan ot Dalllngton tor .,.16 

Willia• Ringaold of Oh••\er Town Gentl .... te 
JinthanJ lannt.ng of lem 
180 aor•• part Dalllng\an tor '416 

.AB'r!DY 1-Ullllll 
part Dlllllngton 181 1/4 aon•, l.'62 
pan awn\en 40 1/4 aoree • "'80 
pan Triancl• 109 ••re•, *'' 
One lar1• lriok l>velllng lb&H ' ... 11 litoben \wo 
out Hou8•• • •111111 log Bou•• 
Rear Oh••\el' fO'fllt ln ton•\ 
quallt7 of •oil - t.ht.n, ftl')' thin • broken 
ara'ttlo aorea, 200, woodland, 1'0 
nw black.e and \wo whit•• llring Oft \hi• prop•rt7 
nine taor•••• 2' blaok eattl• 
'1. euno•• ollwr plate 

Wlll .of ~bany lannln& of lent 
To 4aupter Cdhertno, all ••tat.• real • peraonal 
after paJ'11811\ ot fl'1 4elr\e and two le19otee1 
•all •••b pat-nt• '\o 'wo JOUn1 •n 
1 MJ cle•lre b \hat rq land• uad &ueiabot 'ST .. groea 
u do not. oboee \o be •old, ••7 tor the "'1et1 t ot 
ay DllU&h.ter be rented out, ebllging the Tenant \o make 
•••17 neoeHaJ7 repair and lmproTe•nt and to oblige 
them to uee \he negroee vlth bwaantv and keep them 
wll eloathed - OXf'ord and Cato to M hired t.o none 
o\bera ... , •uoh person• •• they eboH (•lo) \o 11w 
wUh tram par io ,..r.• Oatherine to get good 
education ••• • executore to oell hi• ahare in 
Teeeel & oargo 1/2 lntere•t •hared vlth Mesere. 
George Mel!d 6 Oo· 

lenj!lllin Chew, Jr. ad wlte la\bal'ine ot Philadelphia 
\o Saaael Ringgold of lent 
lathsrtne, onl.J wniYin& lhild ot .&n\hOftJ •mdzaa Eeq. 
late of' lent and al•o b7 aundey oonnyano•• to I .obew 
Part• ot nYeral tr1Jo't•, Dl.lli~on, ViaYen, Bwbt.em, 
8kin1ne hgleot, OQllJ9Q• Par. ~clcliUon, .\(2 1/4 aorea 
pan Trla111le oont.lgu0\18 to •~ow, 106 '/4 ..... ., 
t.he ftnt group abow 1e .. 1ori~•d •• ~along 
th• -s.n ""' t'l"om Obe•\•r tom \o Georp Tom 

auuel • Ohr1nlna lttnuold ot Kent '9 rra.... llddle 
of Kent 112,000 
tua or plantdlon known u the 1 Manaioa tara• ~ add 
... \181 ainggold and eoui•tlng of aundrJ \rseta, 800 aoree, 
land tr. lenjaain Ob•w 6 wite (18~). l>ud.•l Jaab (1816), 
••ta\• ot Unit .Angier (18,,), ••tat• ot Joeeph Wood'11 
(no date), and John 8. loelHton and O.or1• T. Hollyday 
(1849) 

eonUmaed 



ROSE RILL Title &earoh, page three 

WUl JF 1/216 
(10/28/1861) 
pro'b!lted on 
12/10/l86'l 

Deed 11101 '/~ 
,/21/186' 

Deed .KR 7/~ 
9/22/18(,8 

Deed JIH 12/416 
12/26/187.5 

Deed JL'i 12/419 
la/26/187' 

WUl CS!l 1/25 
(7 /20/1901) 
probated on 
'126/1902 

Will of FJ'anoes liddle 
real eotate to ~· 41Tid•d equall7 ~•tw.en her 
ohildren, Stephen .A., Emeline, Mar\ha, ClariHa, 
and Julhnna, &teph•n taldng pen ot Ringold 
tara whereon be now liw• '4\h houoe and ~~ldlnga 
and unmarried daughter• '•Jdng par\ ot rq ll'ooke 
tara wh1ob ••1 lnolude buildlnga ot l\ 

Emeline, Martha K., Julia H., DsTid and Clari.Ha (bh 
wite) Bidell• ot lent to Stephen .t. lldclle at lent 
ldiereaa Franol• Biddle l•'• ot Kent ln her will did 
bequenh ber real ••td• 'o ell of her ohUdren 
equall7 - (l) Ringgold farm 

(2) ·Th• Home rana• 
requesting Stephen '•ke 1 Wiere be he• been 11 Ying 
and daughter• unaarrted (E, M, .Knd JO b:lal eleot 
\hat pert of Brook• f3ra with lndldlng• on lt 
to Stopben, 1,0 aont• ot the Rlng&old farm 

"1 aorea, wood lo' 

laeline, Manha M. and Julla ~ Bldd.le of lent 
'o Stephen A. Bitl'1e ot lent. 15,oi.o 
par\ Rin&gold Para, 112 a ore•, deeded to them out 
of aettleaent ot will ot h'anol• Biddle, '/21/186' 

Stephen /.. Bidell• ot lent to Mioh!!el hnnon ot 
Anne Arundel 86,000 debt SAB to MB 
land troll two abo•• dHclo, 160 aons and 112 aore• 

IMTld & Olarbaa Biddle of Kent to ~tephen A. 
liddle ot lelt1more 
DB indebted to SAB t2.5-2'8•22 
tor ltahnce ot puroha •• money tor land bereins ner 
MnUoned 274 a•rf'-•, Me Hlotr 

Stephen A. Biddle now of laltlmore Olt7 to 
.Dadd Biddle ot lent. f,0,140 
two traots, p8r\ ot Ringold Para, 160 acres (JIH 
'/49') and part Ringgold fsrm, 112 aorea (JXH '/601) 

M. lennon ot A.me •ntndel, mort.1ageo, to Thoma• 
09'U.nghaa ot Baltl.aore CU7 
tl6,,76.2,, two par\• atngold fana (aee JD 12/419) 

Thama• Oottlqhaa et kltlmon OU7 to Rober\ T. 
Ooohran ot llew Oarile OOWlt7, Delaware t719,0 ,.n et Ringold fena on public road tr. Oh••'er\own 
'o Galena, 160 aerea 
thllt pert Ringold f13. na on right hand et• J*ltlio 
road tr• Obeater\own, 112 aorea 

Wlll ot Robert T. Cochran of &t. O.Orp'• llmdred, 
•v Oa•tl e Oount7, Delavan 
to Al.toe R. Howland, b.la '81.1ghter, widow ot le\e .Dr. 
Ed'W'.:lrd r. Howland, plantation in fourth eleotlon 
diatriQ.t ot lent Oo., Maryland, now ln tenano1 ot 
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Will 01h 1/2, 
oontlnu.d 

Deed EEIP 1/9' 
l/'J/196, 

1976 ownen 

George s. Biddle, u- \o •• ltJ Thoma• Cot\1ngbam 
(JIH 12/419 ), two paroeh, 160 acre• and 112 aorn 
al10 ln adclitlon to above plantation known •• 1 Roee 
t1111,• the •walnut Tree f'J.eld1 

- ,O aore• -
MArlon Crew II wife to idwln C. Frt 
pan R1ng&0ld Farm 
pan Ro8• Hill 

reterenoe to Will o&H 1/2' 

Mr. and Mn• WclWin R. Fr, (Merlan Ma) 
Pd r Hill Fs .... , Ina • 

Box '90 
Cheatertown, Maryland 21620 

The e'lrly pan ot thh title ••U"Oh, IHtton \he 1&49 ... cl tram 'be 
Ringgold8 to Prance• 11ddl• ••ema 'o .. to IHt \h• moa\ lllcel7 ohaln 
ot d••d•. Kovever, vUhout 'oing plat.• ot \he appropriate '"ot• 
~ioh I tried \o do, lnat wa1 unauooeHtul with) I eannot •tat.• 
alt1olutel7 that thil '1tle ••aroh le oornot. On "'• 178' tax a•••H•n't pan ot Ccaea- Farm, owned b;r John Moore, farmer, ha• 
atandlng on 1t 1 0ne large ltriok clwelllng Houae, 4 out House•.• 
It •••ma to me •ore lUc•lJ that the tariok hou•e owned by klthonJ 
Banning on thia aHeHment la &ae Hill, bowewr 1 beoame 1 t 1• 
ll•ted a• 1near Cheater Town,• and lt i• eo T8l"J near and the ••••••
.. nt• don't ua\lall)' aention riclnitl••, &Jl7W1 • J. • • I 'ried 
oheoldng th• nlue ot prop•nlH, how •n7 pound• or 4ollar• per 
aore 'be7 were •old tor, looking tor one property \hat va• wonb 
auoh more \han the nhen t tbu. poadbl7 lndioatlng 'hd Roae Hill 
•tood on 1t. UntonuMtely, no luok \here• Tb• only propert7 thle 
happened with Vll 1 1/2 aorH ot Triangle, •• toUow1 

~ '4/27-,, 10/29/1795, Joaeph Woodall ot lent, ta mer, to Samuel 
Golding Ot ICent, •laok•llith, l l/J acre• ot 'l'ris.ngle 
on •••t aid• ot road (Ohe1teno11n nonh) tor Wl 11 51 

TW ,;,09, 111'0/180,, luauel Ooldin1 ot lent, •1a0Jcaa1th, \o 
Daniel Laah ot lent, farmer, l 1/2 aore1 tor "1,0 

BC 8/'51, 4/26/1616, Lamb •old thi• plu• 182 aorea of Comegys Farm 
Adclition re1ur~d h• ltought trm Thoma• WUldn• ln 1801 
\o Saaael Ringgold ot lent • 

Hovenr, \hie property h \o the eu'\ ot th• road, ao b not RoH Kill, 
tml•H the asln road ha• nen llO'Hd • It •Hm acre likely \ha\ a 
•l••k•mith 1bop ••• Mlllt en thi• 1 1/2 aere1. 

Pamela J ... • 
£8111\ant lll•torlan 
Mar7lancl 111•\orloal fl'\18\ 
7/1976 
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