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Scotch Folly 
Shallcross N eek 
Mid 18th Century 

One of the earliest houses on Shallcross Neck is Scotch Folly, a two 

and one half story, three bay brick house with matching 20th century wings. 

Thomas Hynson (d. 1748) bequeathed parts of Scotch Folly, Castle Carey, 

Simpson's Addition and other parcels on the Neck to four of his five sons in 

his will. William received that portion of land that became known as 

Woodland Hall. Andrew Hynson, the oldest son, inherited the other part of 

Scotch Folly on which the house stands.I 

Andrew's house was a substantial brick structure with the facade and 

west gable laid in Flemish bond with glazed headers above a full basement 

·with a champhered watertable. There was a pent eave across the front and 

back of the building with a two brick belUwatershed course beneath the 

second story windows. The pent eave stopped about 2 112 feet from the ends 

and the belt course jogged down three courses, like the Buck-Bacchus Store 

in Chestertown and Labadie Mill Farm in Cecil County. A kitchen wing was 

attached to the east gable. 

Scotch Folly's plan was composed of two rooms, hall-parlor, with 

hall having an enclosed stair in one of its corners, adjacent the fireplace. 

The chimneys at both ends of the house were built within the gables. 

Andrew Hynson died in 1779 intestate and his wife Mary followed 

soon thereafter. George Wilson, his administrator and others had to post a 

@1000 bond for settling the estate. By 1822, the property was O\\'Iled by a 

• 



distant relative, Isaac Freeman, who lived at Tibbalds at the end of the 

neck.2 

When Martinet printed his map in 1860, the house and surrounding 

land was owned by Lewin Wethered, but it is not clear if he in fact lived 

there. R. Comly was recorded as the owner by 1877 .3 

In the late 19th century, the house was gutted and the plan was 

changed to conform with most of Kent's farmhouses, a central stairhall and 

two rooms. The pent eave was removed and the old kitchen wing was 

replaced with a two story frame structure which remained until the present 

owners acquired the land in the 1940's. At that time, the house was 

remodeled and the two wings were added, one at each gable end. 

Scotch Folly is one of only five buildings in northern Kent county to 

have had a pent eave and one of only two with a jogged belt course. 

1. Wills, Lib. 3, fol. 78. 

2. 1822 Tax Assessment. 

3. Lake, Griffing, Stevenson Atlas, 1877. 
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Scot c r1 F o i l y; Scott's F o 11 y 
Near :....ocust Grove 
Private 

Circai742 

The house at Scotcr1 Foliy (earlier known as Scott's Folly) is now a 
four-part buildinq The brick main section. three bavs wide and two deep, 

• , I 

row 2-1/2 storeys tall, is the o1 1je~.t, appearmg to date from tr1e 
111d-eignteenth century. Its main facade faces soutn The south-side and 

west-end brick wa~. laid in Flemish bond 'Ni th glazed gray headers. Englisl1 

c1ond wa; use(j elsewhere. There are indications triat there was a ~)ent eave 1n 

at least front and rear facades. The 1-1/2 storey, frarne, east kncnen wing •s 

a mid-twentieth-century reolacement of a nrneteenth-century two-storey 

frame "Ning. 'he vvest frame !-1/2 storey ·wing i; a mid-twentieth-century 

addition where there was none previously. .An c1d deed suggests that Scotcn 

Foiiy's br·ick section was present in 1742, ref erring to trie brick house on the 

farm, t11ough working with Scotch Foily deeds 1s difficult since the tract was 

divided irto so many pieces that carried the name .. At Scotch Fo11y today 1t 1s 

essential iv the brick shell tnat endures as a document of 
n110-e1ghteentr1-century building, U-1ough witrlin 1s a comfortable and 

'Ne l LaLoointed home ,A ma ior late-nineteenth or earlv-twentieth centurv 
~ I I 

remodeling transformed tr1e plan from halt-and-parlor to centra1-r1al1 and 
re-o:-,Jerea t~ie second storey as we11; trie 1]ormers also appear to be added . 

. A!i windows and doors r1ave been replaced, several t:mes. In the west room of 

tr1e f~r::.t storey tnere is a notable rnamei, though 1t 'NJS brought to Scotcn 
r __ ,, .. 'r·-·-- -ou· .. hern f'·1 ar'ylan·4 C:-o+rh ,..._,,\' ;_ .-,nr, __ , +h-- 'P'·" '·'er+ r--,··r·t'' r:__;::y ! '0~ i j , L1 , I,!~ :·1,U . ._.l L\...t! \U!'./ !~ V.!c Uf \~;,t: l _vv !"- .. 1!L. i_GU ! f 

;:;u; Jdings to nave been bul1t with a pent eave. This is a phenomenon of trje 
uooer county area. evidently a spi 11-over f rorn bu1 ll]ing pr act ice-;. nortri of u-·,e 
Sassafras River where 1t was more common The house at Sha11cross Farm 

had pent eaves, and ':·O ·jid Partners· Addition, or ti1e R. C1ayton r-.. 11tche: 1 

farrnnouse O<-l52) Evidently intended to oe 1jecorative as weil as sried trie 

water frorn the upper wall, oent eaves were rernoveo wr1en a smoother f acaae 

was wanted or they deteriorated, probably in the nineteenth century, for t11ey 

t!iernse :ves tended to leak and then rot 
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Maryland Historical Trust 
Magi No. f 5 01</ 3:) IO</ 

c;tate Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE ~yes no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic Scotch Folly (preferred); Scott's Folly; Brick House Farm 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 

city, town 

state 

East side Shallcross Neck Rd. 
.1 mile north of Locust G~ove 

Loc.ust Grove -X- vicinity of 

Maryland county 

3. ClassificatiQn 
Category 
__ district 
.JL building(s) 
__ structure 

_site 
_object 

Owne;ship 
__ public 
_lL_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
__ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
__K_ no 

congressional district 

Kent 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

__ not for publication 

__ museum 
__ park 
__K_ private residence 
_._religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
-.- other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Mr. & Mrs. S. Wickes Westcott, Jr. 

street & number telephone no. : 

city, town Kennedyville state and zip code Maryland 21645 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Kent County Courthouse liber ERP 7 

street & number Cross Street folio 190 

city, town Chestertown state Maryland 

&. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title Maryland Historic Sites Inventory - HABS Inventory 

te September 18, 1968 _x._ federal _x state __ county __ local 

depository for survey records Maryland Historical Trust, 21 State Circle 

city, town Annapolis state Maryland 



7. Description 

Condition 
_!___ excellent 
__ good 
__ fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
_!___ altered 

Check one 
_X_ original site 
~moved date of move 

Survey No. K-143 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The house at Scotch Folly (earlier known as Scott's Folly) is now a four 
part building. The brick main section, three bays wide and two deep, now 2-1/2 
storeys tall, is the oldest, appearing to date from the mid-eighteenth century. 
Its main facade faces south. The south-side and west-end brick was laid in Flemish 
bond with glazed gray headers. English bond was used elsewhere. There are 
indications that there was a pent eave in at least front and rear facades. The 
1-1/2 storey, frame, east kitchen wing is a mid-twentieth-century replacement of 
a nineteenth-century two-storey frame wing. The west frame 1-1/2 storey wing 
is a mid-twentieth-century addition where there was none previously. The fourth 
section is an enclosed one-storey porch to the rear of the kitchen. The original 
plan appears to have been hall-and-parlor with center-bay entries on both north 
and south sides. However, in the late nineteenth or early twentieth century, 
the plan was altered to create a central hall with stair and one room each side 
on the first storey. The second storey was also re-ordered. Doors and windows 
are replacements. 

(Continued) 



Period 
prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_X_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Survey No. K-143 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
_x_ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dates Circa 1740-1750 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A 

A 

B c 

B 

national 

D 

c D E F G 

state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Shallcross Neck on the Sassafras River near Locust Grove was an early area 
of settlement in Kent County (though from 1674 to 1706 the area was part of Cecil 
County). On the neck today there are, to one extent or another, four survivals 
of old dwellings. Only the frame survives from the very early house at Marsh 
Point (K-207); an essentially new dwelling was built on it. The shell of a 
probably eighteenth-century house is within a much remodeled and added-to house 
at Castle Carey. The brick house at Shallcross Farm (K-142), known earlier as 
Tibbalds, despite removals and some alterations, is the best preserved. An old 
deed suggests that Scotch Folly's brick section was present in 1742, referring 
to the brick house on the farm, though working with Scotch Folly deeds is difficult 
since the tract was divided into so many pieces that carried the name. At Scotch 
Folly today it is essentially the brick shell that endures as a docwnent of mid
eighteenth-century building, though within is a comfortable and well-appointed 
home. A major late-nineteenth or early-twentieth century remodeling transformed 
the plan from hall-and-parlor to central-hall and re-ordered the second storey 
as well; the dormers also appear to be added. All windows and doors have been 
replaced, several times. In the west room of the first storey there is a notable 
mantel, though it was brought to Scotch Folly from southern Maryland. Scotch 
Folly is one of the few Kent County buildings to have been built with a pent 
eave. This is a phenomenon of the upper county area, evidently a spill-over 
from building practices north of the Sassafras River where it was more common. 
The house at Shallcross Farm had pent eaves, and so did Partners' Addition, or 
the R. Clayton Mitchell farmhouse (K-152). Evidently intended to be decorative 
as well as shed the water from the upper wall, pent eaves were removed when they 
deteriorated, probably in the nineteenth century, for they themselves tended to 
leak and then rot. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. K-143 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name _______ _ Quadrangle scale _______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i.J I I I I ew I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Zone Easting Northing 

c Li.JI.__ ............... ___ _ 
· 1 D LU I I ·I I 

E LU ._I ............... ___ _ F LL_j I I 
G Li_J .._I ....___.. ___ _ H LL_j 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title 

organization 

Margaret Q. Fallaw, Survey Consultant 
County Commissioners of Kent County 
Historical Society of Kent County date May 22, 1985 

7?8-4600 
street & number 

Court House 
Cross Street telephone 7 7 8- 3 4 9 9 

city or town state 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislat~re to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

I 
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Hie t)r1c!<'vVOrk of the main section at Scotch Fo11v 1s notable, thouqr1 
work js in proqress to re-point muct"'i 1f not all of the south facade by raking 
out rnuc'l of the old mortar and replacing it with modern, grey cement Mo:tar 
w1th flat fiusri joints and considerable overlapping of the bricks Tne Dr-ick; 
.::ire (jar~- red except for the headers of the facade and random headers 
e'.sewhere, wt-11cr1 are qrey Mortar joints are wide--about 5/8" ·;he jo1nts in 
tr1e rear (north side) have been struck. There is considerable variation in 
brick Sile l hev are not especiailv Jona but are trlick. l rie r1ouse seems to 
have been whitewashed and/or pa{nted'"'at one time, and some areas show 
considerable repair The soutr1 facade and west oable-end are laid in F1emisr1 
bond ~~tr: glaze?, grey headers The east er)d, th?ugh _heav1 ly repaired 9n~ . 
partia1;y hidden oy a wing. appears to have been iald in English bond. un oo:h 
front and rear facades there is a two-course belt that is stepped up three 
courses about 28" from the end corners. The window s i 1 ls are now set into 
the top course of the belt Mortar now fills the old holes on north and south 
sides for pent eaves' supports 1 rie second-floor floor ioists sriouid be riqht 
behind the mortar The pent- eave holes are about 22" o-n center. Whether-or 
not t~:ere was a pent eave on eitrier of trie ends could not be determined 
because of the present w inas At Shallcross Farm at least one end evi dentiy 
i-.-d ,_,,.-.'r· -r· r;:i\1-· -rrl Lh{:; -ther --~r~~ i-.- i-e~·n ~i-- rr-n-e wi·n'1C ;:,re -r·iered :id ,;UL Id I ec.vt, d lU Li., U~: , Ldll IUL lJt-:;, ,t.I. i ilt' d I (_j.., u LUV , . 

with horizontal, laoped weatherboard. -

There 1s an und1vided cellar under the brick section of the house. The 
foundation Is entire!v of brick; no stone was seen. Tr1e foundation 1s ;aid 1:. 
Enalish bon(j_ The water table 1S chamfered on trie south facade (thouah some 
of frie bevele·d p;eces t-'1ave been broken and replaced with rectanqular-pieces> 
The water table 1s plain on the rear The cellar is now en.tered frorr the 
d1riino room (east room). a modern entry. A modern. post-supported summer 
beamJhas been added to support the joists, which are hewn There 1~ a very 
'::cir1~c base for ~he ·west chi·m· n~v· its- outci·de 1'- 1 idt1-. i·.- R-~/') feet arid it ic' / ,(...,., \..... .,, LI , .l.t'

1 
1 ..... ';.,....; -.v. 11.~v:..:.i 1.. 1 1 .... ,.J-t 

f ee _ deeo The openina is about s· -4" w 1de and 6"-10" hiqh at tr1e apex above a 
concrete floor Trie a(cr: is round-rieaded. l riere is no evidence of an oiJ fiue 
here, th,xiqh the arch has been oarqed and whitewasned The other chirnnev 
i-Ai-r. ;_ ,-;mJ ;iar « 1 itk .-i·rn' 1""r a··i·meJri-'--rr A f,,rrace present 1y· ··.-~c •t-•r ~'u·-Ju,je :::: .J111 11 , vv, ii ..::i, li<:.1 1 L::i1Ui10. ~ ~ 1u i1 . 11 1 U.,:,e....J L,\1J 11 e. 

The frame sections rest on brick foundations over a crawl space 

_.t..t t!"\e center of each qable end of tile brick. section. within the wall, 
there 1s a brick cr1irnne~' These most likely riave been rebuilt on one or more 
occasion::., but perhaps with at least some of the oriainal bricks. The west 
C~iimnev tias a one-course band and tr1en a two-course band that is two 
course·3 high This chimney is narrow but deep It very 1ike1y was rebu11t 
part1y to aCt~Ornrnodate trie frame wing's firep1ace. At' the east gable end tt-1e 
crdrnrev appears to be built with newer brick. !tis more square than tt-1e 
ot~er chimney, which also appears to be the case in a c:rca 1940 photograpri 
-:-1;0 rhimno\1 nrnt)ab)" •,vac. er1 tirph1 robt•i]t bV that timP _.,_ --·"·111"- .. ~ ~- _ ·/ . - ,1._, -·,Y: "-.· o.2 -

/ 
- l - ··-



Scotch Folly K- 143 
or Brick House Farm 

Scotch Folly is an early two-and- one-half story 

brick dwelling laid in Flenish bond with glazed headers on 

the so~ facade . It is three bays long and two bays deep 

with a steep A roof . There is a champhored water table 

which jogs above the basement windows and a two brick 

belt course below the second floor sills which jogs up 

about 18 inches from the end , simil~r to the Schrieber 

House , Chestertown, and Cloverfield, Queen Annes County . 

This is unique however because the joists extended through 

the wall and probably formed a pent eave which was 

removed in the nineteenth century . There are segmental 

arches above the windows which have 6/6 sashes ; 

and there are two small windows on the gables , now bricked 

up . A one- and- one- half story frame wing has been attached 

to each gable of the main house . Located in the center 

of the building is the entrance with pedimented trim and 

transom . 

:; The interior is divided into stair hall and two 

rooms . There is very little of the original trim re

maining within . 
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S. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCiURE Endangered ~O 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optlona/J 

0. PUBLISH ED SOURCES (Author, Tiiie, PagttsJ 

INTERVIEWS, RECORCS, PHOTOS, ':TC. 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY k- I 43 

2. NAME ~~ ~.~~ \t~~ • 
DATE OR PERIOD ~ \'1.<t.::2 -
STYLE ~~_..5L 
ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

Interior J..;~ E xterlor (/&>d1J 
I 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

~. NAME, ADDRESS ANO TITLE OF RECORDER 

vrfi.~J ~Ol.AJVV-C... 
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K-143 
Scotch Folly 
Shallcross Neck Road, near Locust Grove 
M. Q. Fallaw - 1/4/86 
View to north 

K., \4'3 >. 
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K-143 
Scotch Folly 
Shallcross Neck Road, near Locust Grove 
M. Q. Fallaw - 1/4/86 
View to southeast 
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